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N .writing the yolames of biography, so frequently 
presented to the world, the motiTes of their authors 
haye been yarious, and the subjects diversified. 

Mankind take an interest in the history of those, who» 
like themselves, have encountered the trials, and dischar- 
ged the duties, of life. Too oAen, however, publicity is 
given to the" lives of men, splendid in acts of migfaty 
mischief, in whom the secret exercises of the heart would 
not bear a scrutiny. The memoirs are comparatively 
few of those engaged in the humble and useful walks of 
active benevolence, where the breathings of the soul 
would display a character, much to be adimred, and 
more to be imitated. 

As the celebrated Dr. Buchanan has observed, that 
if you were to ask certain persons, in christian countries, 
if they had any acquaintance with the religious world, 
they would say, ^* they had never heard there w€u such 
a world." So, whilst the external conduct of individuals 
is made the subject of much critical remark, the rehgion 
of the heart, the secret source of action, too frequently 
escapes unnoticed and unexplored. 

It is only when the career of life is closed, that the 
character is completely established. On this account, 
memoirs of the living are, in few instances, read with 
much interest by others ; or contemplated without the 
danger of self-deception, and too much complacency, by 
the living subjects themselves. 

But when the soul has departed, and the body sleeps 
m dust, it may prove useful to survivors, to examine the 
principles which led their departed friend to a life of 
honourable benevolence, and to a peaceful end. 

On this account, and at the urgent request of many 
respectable characters, it has been deemed advisable to 
puUish some of the writings of Mrs. Isabella Graham, 
recently called away from us ; whose character was so 

A 
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esteemed, and whose memory is so venerated in the city 
where she dwelt. 

SeDT was so totaUy absent from all her motives of acti- 
¥ity in deeds of benevolence, that she at once command- 
ed love and respect ; and, in her case peculiarly, unal- 
loyed with any risings of jealousy, envy, or distrust. 

Blessed with a spirit of philanthropy, with an ardent 
and generous mind, a sound judgment, and an excess of 
that sensibility which moulds the soul for friendship ; — 
of a cultivated mind, and rich experience, her company 
was eagerly sought, and highly valued by old and young. 
Though happily qualified to shine in the drawing-room, 
her time was seldom wasted there ; for such a disposi- 
tion of it would have been comparative waste, contrasted 
iinth her usual employments. Her steps were never veen 
ascending the hill of ambition nor tracing the mazes of 
popular applause. Where the widow and the orphan 
wept, where the sick and the dying moaned, thither her 
footsteps hastened : and there, •c'en only by her hea- 
venly Father, she administered to their temporal-wants, 
breathed the voice of consolation on their ear, shed the 
tears of sympathy, exmbited the truths of the gospel 
from the sacred volume, and poured out her soul for 
them in prayer to her Saviour and her God. 

In a few such aeeds she rested not ; the knowledge 
of them was not obtruded upon others, nor recorded by 
herself. The recollection of past exertions, was lost 
in' her zeal to accomplish greater purposes and greater 
good; her heart expanded with her experience, and 
her means were too United, her activity almost inaction, 
in the abounding desires of her soul to alleviate the mi- 
series, and to increase the comforts of the poor, the 
destitute, and afflicted. 

Let no one think this picture the painting of &ncy, or 
the colouring of partial affection. It is sober truth ; a 
real character. 

To know the latent springs of such external excel- 
lence, is worthy of research ; they may be all suouned 
up m this, the Religion of ^ Heart, 

The extracts from Mrs. Graham's letters, and from 
her devotional exercises, will form the best develope- 
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meat of her piinciples ; and maty^ witk flie lil«tttiif of 
God, prove useful to those who read them. In all h«« 
writiogs will be maiufested the power otfaiik^ the effi- 
ciency of graet ; and in them, as in her own nnifonii 
confesstouji Jetus will be magnified, and self will be 
humbled. 

In connexion with such a publication, it is thongbt 
that a short sketch of her life will prove acceptable ; a 
life chiefly distinguished by her continual dependence 
on God, and bis unceasing faithfulness and mercy to* 
wards her. 

Isabella Marshall, (aflerwards Mrs. Graham,) was 
born on the 29th of July, 1742, in the Shire of Lanark, 
in Scotland. Her grandfather was one of the elden 
who quitted the established church with the Rer* 
Messrs. Ralph and Ebenezer Erskine. She was eda* 
cated in the principles of the church of Scotland. Her 
father and mother were both pious : indeed her mother, 
whose maiden name was Janet Hamilton, appears, from 
her letters, yet extant, to hare possessed a mind of the 
same character as her daughter aflerwards exhibited. 

Isabella was trained to an active life, as well as &• 
voured with a superior education. Her grandfather, 
whose dying bed she had assiduously attended, be- 
queathed her a legacy of some hundred pounds. In the 
use to wluch she applied this money, the soundness of 
her judgment thus early manifested itself. She re- 
q»?9ted it might be appropriated to the purpose of giv* 
iog her a finished education. When ten years of age, 
she was sent to a boarding school taught by a lady of 
distinguished talents and piety. Oflcn has Mrs. Graham 
repeated to her cbildfren the maxims of Mrs. Betty 
Morehead. With ardent and unwearied encjeavours to 
attain mental endowments, and especially moral and re* 
ligious knowledge, she attended the instructions of Mrs. 
Morehead for seven successive winters. How valuable 
is early instruction ! With th^ blessing of God, it is pro- 
bable that this instructress had laid the foundation of the 
exertions and usefulness of her pupil in afler life. How 
wise and how gracious are the ways of the Lordl 
Knowing the path \^ which he was afterwards to lead 
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Isabella Marshall, her God was pleased to provide her 
an edMcation of a much higher kind than was usual in 
those dajs. Who would not trust that God, who alone 
can be the guide of our youth ? 

Her father, John Marshall, farmed a paternal estate, 
called the Heads, near Hamilton. This estate he sold, 
and rented the estate of Eldersley, once the habitation 
of Sir William Wallace. There Isabella passed her 
childhood and her youth. She had no precise recol- 
lection of the period at which her heart first tasted that 
the Lord was gracious. As long as she could remember, 
she took delight in pouring out her soul to her God. 

In the woods of Eldersley she selected a bush, to 
which she resorted in seasons of devotion ; under this 
bush, she was enabled to devote herself to God, through 
faith in her Redeemer, before she had attained to her 
tenth year. To this favourite, and, to her, sacred 
spot, she would repair, when exposed to temptation, or 
perplexed with childish troubles. From thence she 
caused her prayers to ascend, and always found peace 
and consolation. 

Children cannot at too early a period seek the favour 
of the God of heaven. How blessed to be reared and 
fed by his hand, taught by his Spirit, and strengthened 
by his grace ! 

The late Rev. Dr. Witherspoon, afterwards presi- 
dent of Princeton college, was at this time one of the 
ministers of the town of Paisley. Isabella sat und^r 
his ministry, and at the age of seventeen she was admit- 
ted by him to the sacrament of the Lord's supper. In 
the year 1765 she was married to Dr. John Graham, 
then a practising physician in Paisley,, a gentleman of 
liberal education, and of respectable standing. 

About a year after their marriage. Dr. Graham was 
ordered to join his regiment, the Royal Americans, then 
stationed in Canada. 

Before they sailed for America, a plan had been di- 
gested for their permanent residence in that country. 
Dr. Graham calculated on disposing of his commission, 
and purchasing a tract of land on the Mohawk river, to 
which his father-in-law, ]\fr. Marshall, and his family, 
were to fbUnw him 
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The regiment was quartered at Montreal hr sereral 
months, and here Jessie, the ehlest daughter of Vr 
and Mrs. Graham, was bom. They afterwards remor 
ed to Fort Niagara on Lake Ontario, and continued in 
garrison there for four years ; here Joanna and Isabella 
Graham were bom. Mrs. Grraham always considered 
the time she passed at Niagara as the happiest of her 
days, considered in a temporal view. The ofikera of 
the regiment were amiable men, and attached to each 
other. A few of them were married, and their ladies 
w^re united in the ties of friendship. The society 
there, secluded from the world, exempt from the colli- 
sion of individual and separate interests, which often 
create so much discord in large communities ; and stu- 
dious to promote the happiness of each other, enjoyed 
that tranquiUity and contentment, which erer accompa- 
ny a disinterested interchange of friendly offices. This ' 
fort being in a situation detached from other settlements, 
the garrison were consequently deprived of ordinances, 
and the public means of grace ; the life of religion in 
the soul of Mrs. Graham was therefore at a low ebb. 
A conscientious observance of the sabbath, which 
throughout life she maintained, proved to her at Niagara 
as a remembrance and revival of devotional exercises. 
She wandered, on those sacred days, into the woods 
around Niagara, searched her bible, communed with 
her God, and herself, and poured out her soul in prayer 
to her covenant Lord Throughout the week, the atten- 
tion of her friends, her domestic comfort and employ- 
ments, and the amusements pursued in the garrison, she 
used to confess, occupied too much of her time, and of 
her affections. 

Here we behold a little society enjoying much comfort 
and happiness in each other, yet faUing short of that 
pre-eminent duty, and superior blessedness of glorify- 
ing, as they ought to have done, the God of heaven, 
who fed them by his bounty, and offered them a full and 
free salvation in the gbspel of his Son. No enjoyments^ 
nor possessions, however ample and acceptable, can 
crovm the soul with peace and true felicity, unless ac- 
companied with the fear and favour of Him, who can 
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speak pardon to the transgr^sor; and shed abroad his 
love in the hearts of his children : thus giving an earnest 
of spiritaa! and eternal blessedness, along with tempordd 
good. 

The commencement of the revolatiodary struggle in 
America, rendered it necessary, in the estimation of the 
British government, to order to another scene of action, 
the sixtieth regiment, composed in a great measure of 
Americans. 

Their desttnation was the island of Antigua ; Dr. Gra- 
ham, Mrs. Graham, and their /amily, consisting now of 
three infant daughters, and two young Indian girb, sail- 
ed from Niagara to Oswego, and from thence, by a path 
through the woods, reached the Mohawk, which river 
they descended in batteaux to Schenectady. Here Dr. 
Grsdnam left his family, and went to New-York to com- 
plete a negociation he had entered into for the sale of his 
commission, to enable him to settle, as he originally in- 
tended, on a tract of land which it was in his power to 
purchase on the banks of the river they had just de- 
scended. The gentleman proposing to purchase his^ 
cpnmussion, not being able to perfect the arrangement 
in time, Dr. GrahaOi fi>und himself under the necessity 
of proceeding to Antigua with the regiment. Mrs. Gra- 
ham, on learning this, hurried down with her family to 
accompany him, although he had left it optionsd with her 
to remain. 

At New- York they were treated with much kindness 
't>y the late Rev. Dr. John Rodgers, and others, espe- 
cially by the fannly of Mr. Vanbrugh Livingston. With 
Mr. Livingstones daughter, the wife of Major Brown of 
the sixtieth regiment, Mrs. Graham formed a very warm 
friendship, which continued during the life of Mrs. Brown. 

On their arrival in Antigua, Mrs. Graham was intro- 
duced to the families of two brothers of the name of 
Gilbert, gentlemen of property, and great piety. They 
were connected with the Methodists, and by their pious 
exertions, and exemplary !;7es, with the blessing of God, 
became instruments of much good, to many in that island. 

Dr. and Mrs. Graham participated largely in the hos- 
pitality and friendship of many respectable families aii 
iit. Johns. 



Dr. Graham was abae&t in St ViDcenti for aome 
months ; haying accompanied, as surgeon, a military 
force, under Major £thenngion, sent thither to quell an 
insurrection of the Carribesins. 

On his return to Antigua, he found Mrs. Graham al« 
most inconsolable for the loss of her valuable mother, the 
tidings of whose death had just reached her. He roused 
her from this state of mind, by saying, that ** God might 
perhaps call her to a severer tnal, by taking her hus- 
band idso.'^ The warning appeared prophetic. On the 
17th November, 1774, he was seized with m feverish 
disorder, which' did not appear for the first three days 
to be alarming in the estimation of attending physicians ; 
yet it increased afterwards with such violence, as to - 
terminate his mortal existence on the 22d. The whole 
course of the Doctor's illness, produced a most interest- 
ing scene. He calculated on death ; expressed his per- 
fect resignation ; gave his testimony to the emptiness of 
a world, in which its inhabitants are too much occupied 
in pursuing bubbles, which vanish into air ; and died in 
the hope of faith in that divine Redeemer, ' who is able 
to save to the uttermost all that come unto God by 
Him.' At the commencement of her husband's illness, 
Mrs. Graham entertained no apprehensions of danger to 
his life. When hope as to coDtinuance of temporal life 
was extinguished, her anxiety for his spiritual and eter- 
nal welfare exercised her whole soul. When he breath- 
ed his l^t, gratitude to God, and joy at the testimony he 
had given of dying in the faith of Jesus, afforded a sup- 
port to her mind, which the painful feelings of her heart 
could not immediately shake : but when the awful so- 
lemnities were over — earth to earth, dust to dust — and 
the spirit gone to God who gave it — ^wben all was still, 
and she was a widow indeed — ^that tenderness of soul, 
and sympathy of friendship, for which Mrs. Graham 
was ever remarkable, were Jbrought into severe and tu- 
multuous exercise. Here husband, companion, protec- 
tor, was gone : a man pf superior mind, great taste, warm 
affection, and domestic habits. She was lefl with three 
daughters, the eldest of whom was not over five years 
of age ; and with the prospect of having another chili 
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m a few moaths. Of temporal property, €he possessed 
very little : she was at a distance from her father's 
house : the widow and the fatherless were in a foireign. 
land. The change in her circumstances was as sudden 
as it was great. 

She had no sympathizing heart, to receive and return 
the confidence of unbounded friendship ; and thus, by 
reciprocal communion, to alleviate the trials and enrich 
the enjoyments of life. All the pleasing plans, all the 
cherished prospects, of future settlement in life, were cut 
off in a moment Whilst sinking into a soflened indif- 
ference to the world, in the contemplation of her severe 
loss, she was, on the other hand, roused into exertion 
for the sustenance and support of her young family, 
whose earthly dependence was now necessarily upon her. 

Not satisfied with the custom of the island, in burying 
so soon after life is extinct, her uneasiness became so 
great, that her friends judged it prudent to have her hus- 
band's grave opened, to convince her that no symptoms 
of returning life had been exhibited there. The fidelity 
of her heart was now as strongly marked as her tender- 
ness. She dressed herself in the habiliments of a wi- 
dow, and surveying herself in a mirror, determined ne- 
ver, to lay them aside. This she strictly adhered to, and 
rejected every overture, afterwards made to her, of 
again entering into the married state. She breathed the 
feelings of her heart in a little poem, in which she dedi- 
cated herself to her God as a widow jndeed. 

On examining into the state of her husband's affairs, 
she discovered that there remained not quite two hun- 
dred pounds sterling in his agent's hands. 

These circumstances afforded an opportunity for the 
display of the purity of Mrs. Graham's principles, and 
her rigid adherence to the commandments of her God 
in every situation. 

It was proposed to her, and urged with much argu- 
ment, to sell the two Indian girls, her late husband's 
property. 

No considerations of interest, nor necessity, could pre-^ 
fail upon her to make merchandise of her fellow crea- 
tures, the works of her heavenly Father's hand, immor- 
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tal beings. One of these giiis accompanied her to 
Scotiand, where she was married ; and the other died in 
Antigua, leaving an affectioo^e testimony to the kind* 
ness of her dear master and mistress. 

The surgeon's mate of the regiment was a yoong man 
whom Dr. Graham had early taken under his patroni^. 
The kindness of his patron had so far &Toured him with 
a medical education, that he was enabled to succeed him 
as surgeon to the regiment. 

Notwithstanding the slender finances of Mrs. Graham, 
feeling for the situation of Dr. H — ^ she presented to 
him her husband's medical library, and his sword : a 
rare instance of disinterested regard for the wel^u'e of 
another. 

This was an effort towards observing the second table 
of the law, in doing which she was actuated likewise by 
that principle which flows from keeping the first table 
also. Nor was the friendship of Dr. and Mrs. Graham 
misplaced. The seeds of gratitude were sown in an up- 
right heart. Dr. H — J from year to year, manifested 
his sense of obligation,, by remitting to the widow such 
sums of money as he could afford. This was a recipro^ 
city of kind offices, equally honourable to the benefac* 
tors, and to him who received the benefit : an instance^, 
alas ! too rarely met with in a selfish world. 

It may here be remarked, in order to show how much 
temporal suppties are under the direction of a special 
providence, that Dr. H — 's remittances and friendly let- 
ters were occasionally received by Mrs. Graham, until 
the year 1795 ; afler this period her circumstances were 
so favourably altered, as to render such aid unnecessary ; 
and from that time, she heard no more from Dr. H — , 
neither could she hear what became of him, notwith- 
standing her frequent inquiries. 

It may be profitable here, to look at Mrs. Graham, 
contrasted with the society in temporal prosperity around 
her. Many persons, then in Antigua, were busy and suc- 
cessful in the accumulation of wealth, to the exclusion 
of every thought, tending to holiness, to God, and to 
heaven. The portion which they desired, they possessed ^ 
What then? They are since gone to another worlds 
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The magic of the words, ** My property,*' " an inde- 
pendent fortune,'* has been dispeUed ; and that for which 
they toiled, and in which they gloried, has since passe*' 
into a hundred hands ; the illusion is vanished, and un- 
less they made their peace with God through the blood of 
the cross, they left this world, and alas ! found no heaven 
before them. But amidst apparent affliction and outward 
distress, God was preparing the heart of this widow, by 
the discipline of his covenant, for future usefulness ; to 
be a blessing, probably, to thousands of her race, and to 
dnter, finally, on that ' rest which remaineth for the peo- 
ple of God.' 

Her temporal support was not, in her esteem, ** an 
independent fortune," but a life of dependence on the 
care of her heavenly Father : she had more delight in 
suffering and doing Ins will, than in all riches. * The se- 
cret of Sie Lord is with those who fear him, and he will 
show them his covenant' To those who walk with 
God, he will show the wayin which they should go, and 
their experience wiU assure them that he directs their 
paths. ' Bread shall be given them, and their water 
shall be sure.' She passed through many trials of a 
temporal nature, but she was comforted of her God 
thrtrag^ them all ; and at lai^t was put in possession of 
an eternal treasure in heaven, * where neiUier moth nor 
rust doth corrupt, nor thieves break throu^ and steal.' 
May this contrast be solemnly examined, and the exam- 
ple of thi» child of God made a blessing to many ! 

Previously to her confinement, and the birth of her 
son, Mrs. Graham set htr tum$e in order y in the probable 
expectation of her decease. She wrote a letter to her 
father ip Scotland, commending her young family to his 
protection ; also a letter to her friend Mrs. G — , giving 
the charge of her affairs, and of her family, to her and 
her husband Captain G — , during their stay in Antigua. 

In this letter she expressed her full confidence in the 
friendship of Mrs. G — , but at the same time declared 
her solicitude about her indifference to spiritual concerns ; 
and dealt very faithfully with her conscience, as to the 
propriety and necessity of her being more engaged to 
seek the favour of God, through the medisltion and atone- 
ment of the blessed Redeemer. 
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It pleased God, however, to preserre her life at thii 
time ; and she soon after dedicated her infant son to her 
God in baptism : giving him the name of his fiither, John, 

Having now no ohfect to induce her to stay longer at 
Antigna, she disposed of her slender property, and 
placing her money in the hands of Major Brown, re« 
quested him to taike a passage for herself and family, 
and to lay in their sea-stores. 

Mrs. Graham, after seeing a railing placed aronnd the 
grave of her beloved hosband, that hM remains might not 
be disturbed until mingled widi their kindred dust, bade 
adieu to her kind friends, and with a sorrowful heart, 
turned her face towards her native laiid« No ship of* 
fering for Scotland at this time, she embarked with her 
^mily in one bound to Belfiist in Ireland. Major Brown 
and ms brother officers saw her safely out to sea ; and 
he gave her a letter to a gentleman in Belfast, contain- 
ing, as he said, a bill fer fAte balance of the BK>ney she 
had deposited with him. After a stormy and trying 
voyage, she arrived in safety at her destined port. The 
correspondent in Ireland of Major Brown, delivered her 
a letter from that officer, expressive of esteem and af- 
fection ; and stating, that as a proof of respect for the 
memory of their deceased friend, he and his brothei 
officers had*taken the liberty of ddTraying the expenses 
of her voyage. 

Consequently, the bill he had given was for the full 
amount of her original deposit ; and thus, like the bre- 
thren of Joseph, du found all ker money in the iaek*s 
mouth. Being a stranger in Ireland, without a fnend to 
look out for a proper vessel in which to embark for 
Scotland, she and her children went passengers in a 
packet ; on board of which, as she afterwards learned, 
there was not even a compass. A great storm arose, 
and they were tossed to and fro for nine hours in immi- 
nent danger. The rudder and the mast were carried 
away ; every thing on deck thrown overboard ; and at 
length the vessel struck in the night upon a rock, on the 
coast of Ayr, in Scotland. The greatest confusion per- 
vaded the passengers and crew. Amongst a number of 
young students, going to the University at Edinburgh, 
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some were swearing, some praying, and all were in des- 
pair* The widow only remained composed. With her 
babe in her arms, she hushed her weeping family, and 
told them, that in a few minutes they should all go to 
join their father in a better world. The passengers 
wrote their names in their pocket-books, that their bo- 
dies might be recognised, and reported for the informa- 
tion of their friends. One young man came into the 
cabin, asking, '* is there any peace here ?*' He was sur- 
prised to find a female so tranquil ; a short conversation 
soon evinced that religion was the source of comfort and 
hope to them both in this perilous hour. He engaged 
in prayer, and then |:ead the 107th Psalm. Whilst re- 
peating these words, * he maketh the storm a calm, so that 
the waves thereof are still,' the vessel swung off the rock, 
by the rising of the tide. She had been dashing against 
it for an hour and a half, the sea making a breach over 
her, so that the hold was now nearly filled with water. 
Towards morning the storm subsided, and the vessel 
floated until she rested on a sand-bank. Assistance was 
afforded from the shore, and the shipwrecked company 
took shelter in a small inn, where the men seemed anx • 
ious to drown the remembrance of danger in a bowl of 
punch. How faithful a monitor is conscience ! this 
voice is listened to in extreme peril ; but, oh, infatuated 
man ! how anxious art thou to stifle the warnings of wis- 
dom in the hour of prosperity ! Thousands of our race« 
no doubt, delay their preparation for eternity, until, by 
sudden death, scarce a moment of time is )eil to perform 
this solemn work. 

Mrs. Graham retired to a private room, to offer up 
thanksnving to God for liis goodness, and to commend 
hersett, and her orphans, to Us future care. 

A gentleman from Ayr, hearing of the shipwreck, 
came down to offer assistance ; and in him Mrs. Gra- 
ham was happy enou^ to recognise an old friend. 
This gentleman paid her and her family much attention, 
carrying them to his own house, and treating them with 
kindness and hospitality. 

In a day or two after this, she reached Cartside, and 
entered her father's dwelling; not the large ancient 
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maDsioa, m which she had left Urn, bot a thatched cot* 
tage, conaetiDg of three apartments. Possened of a 
too easy temper, and nnsnspectijig disposition, Mr. Mar* 
shall had been induced to become secnri^ br some of 
his friends, whose failnre in business had reduced him 
to poverty. He now acted as factor of a gentleman's es- 
tate in this neighbourhood, of whose father he had been 
the intimate friend, with a salary of twenty* pounds ster- 
ling per annum, and the use of a small farm. 

In a short time, however, his health failed him, and 
lie was deprived of this scanty pittance, beiiw ineapa- 
ble, as the proprietor was pleased to think, oi fnlfiUiQg 
the duties of factor. 

' Alive to every caH of duty, Mrs. Graham now con- 
sidered her father as added with her children, to the 
number of dependents on her industry. She proved, 
indeed, a good daughter ;• faithful, affectionate, and du- 
tiful, she 8\ipported her father through his declining 
years ; and he died at her house, during her residAice 
in Edinburgh^ surrounded by his daughter and her chil- 
dren, who tenderly watched him through his last illness. 

From Cartside, she removed to Paisley, where she 
taught a small school. The slender profiti of such^an 
^stiblishment, with a widow's pension^of sixteen pounds 
sterling, were the means of subi^istenqe ibr herself and 
her fainiiy. When she Sr$t returned to Cartside, a 
fbwreligious friends called to welcome her home. The 
gay and wealthy part of her former acquaintances, flut- 
terers who, like the butterfly, spread their silken wings 
only to bask in the warmth of a summer sun, found not 
their way to the lonely cottage of an afflicted widow. 
Her worth, although in after life, rendered splendid by 
its own fruits, was at this time hidden, excepting to'fhose 
whose reflection and wisdom had taught them to discern 
it more in the faith and submission of the soul, than i j 
the selfish and extravagant exhibitipns of that wealth « 
bestowed by the bounty of providence, but expended too 
often for the purposes of vanity and dissipation. 

In such circumstances, the christian character of Mrs. 
Qraham was strongly m^ked. Sensible that her Ifeaven- 
)y Father saw it good, at this time, to depress her out* 
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wird condition, full of filial tenderness, and like a real 
child of God, resigned to whatever should appear to be 
his will,, her conduct conformed to his dispensations. 
With a cheerful heart, and m the hope of fidth, she set 
limelf to walk down into the vallev of humiliation, < lean- 
ing upon Jesus,* as the belored of her soul. * I delight to 
do Hkj will, Oh my God, yea, thy law is within my 
hearty* was the spontaneous effusion of her genuine 
fiiith. She received, witii affection, the scriptural admo- 
nition, * Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty 
hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time : cast- 
k^ all your care upon him ; for he careth for you/ 

She Ifdd aside her children*e fine frocks, and clothed 
(hem th homespun. At Cartside, she sold Uie butter she 
made, and her children were fed on the milk. It was 
her wish to eat her own b^ead, however coarse, and * to 
owe no person any thing but love.' At Paisley, for a 
season, her breakfast aikl supper was porridge, and her 
dinber potatoes and salt. Peace with God, and a con- 
tented mind, supplied the lack of earthly prosperity, 
and she adverted to this her humble fare, to comfort the 
hearts of suffering sisters, with whom she corresponded 
al a later period of life, when in comfortable circum- 
stances. 

Meantime the Lord was not unmindful of his believing 
child ; but was preparing the minds of her friends for 
introducing her to a more enlarged sphere of usefulness. 

Her pious and attached friend, Mrs. M^or Brown, had 
accompanied her husband to Scotland, and they now re- 
sided on their estate in Ayrshire. Mr. Peter Reid, a 
kind fnend when in Antigua, was nomr a merchant in 
London. This gentleman advised her to invest the litUe 
money she had brought home, (and which she had still 
preserved,) in muslins ; which she could work into finer 
articles of dress ; and he-would ship them in a vessel of 
his own, freight free, to be sold in tiie West Indies. His 
otject was partly to increase her little capital, and part- 
ly to divert her mind from meditating so deeply on the 
loss of her lamented husband. 

She shed so many tears while at Cartside, as to injure 
her eye-sight, aod to render the use of spectacles neces-* 
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s.'ury ; she adopted hh plan ; the miialin dreaies were 
shipped ; bat she soon afterwards learned that tlie ibip 
was captured by the French. This was a seTere blow 
to her temporal property, and more deeply felt, at il waa 
received at the time when her father was deprired of 
his office. 

Mrs. Brown, after consulting with the Rer. Mr. Ran- 
dall, of Glasgow ; the Rev. Mr. Ellis, of Paisley ; lady 
GlenoTchy and Mrs Walker, of Edinboigh ; proposed 
to Mrs. Graham to take charge of a boar£ng school in 
the metropolis* 

The friends of religion were of opinion, thatsodk an 
establishment, under the direction of such a character as 
Mrs. Graham, would be of singular benefit to yooog la- 
dies, destined for important stations in society. Her 
liberal education, her acquaintance with life, and her 
humble, yet ardent piety, were considered pecaliariy 
calculated to qualify her for so important a tmst. 

Another friend had suggested to Mrs. Graham the pro- 
priety of opening a boarding house in Edinburgh, which 
he thought could, through his influence, be easily filled 
by students. 

She saw obstacles to both ; a boarding house did not 
appear suitable, as her daughters would not be so likely 
to have the same advantages of educatioa as from a 
boarding school. To engs^ as an instructress of youth 
on so laiige a scale, with so many competitors, appeared 
for her, an arduous undertaking. 

In this perplexity, as in former trials, she fled to her 
unerring counsellor, the Lord, her covenant God. She 
set apart a day for fasting and prayer. She spread her 
case before the Lord, earnestly beseeching him to make 
his word ' a light to her feet, and a lamp to her path ;' 
and * to lead her in the way in which she should go ;' 
especially, that she might be directed to choose the path, 
in which she could best promote his glory, and the best 
interests of herself and her children. On searching 
the scriptures, her mind fastened on these words, in 
John xxi. 15, ' Simon, son of Jonas, Invest thou me 
more than these ? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord ; thou 
knowestUat I love tjiee. He saith unto him. Feed my 
lambs.' 
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Nerer, perhaps » was this commandment applied witli 
more energy, nor accompanied with a richer hlessing 
since the days of the Apostle, than in the present in« 
stance. 

Her determination was accordingly made. She re- 
solved to undertake the education of youth, trusting that 
her Lord would make her an humble instrument to feed 
his lambs. Here was exhibited an instance of simple, 
yet powerful &ith in a believer, surrounded by tempo- 
ral perplexities ; and of condescension and mej*cy on the 
part of a compassionate God. Jjight, unseen by mortal 
eyes, descended on her path* 

How weak, perhaps eoithusitetic, would this have 
appeared to the busy crowd, blind to the special provi 
dence exercised by the God of heaven towards all his 
creatures. 

When the assembled universe shall at the gretit day 
of jud^ent be called around the throne of the Judge of 
the whole earth, such conduct will then appear to have 
been wise, judicious, and efficient ; but to the eye of 
carnal reason, absorbed in the devices and calculations 
of worldly wisdom to attain prosperity, it now appears 
delusive md unavailing. There are some passages in 
Miss Hannah More's Practical Piety, on the sufferings 
of good men, peculiarly applicable to the faith; exer-^ 
cises, and conduct of Mrs. Graham, at this season of 
difiBcuhy and deprivation. She felt the pressure of her 
affliction ; but, like the Psalmist, she gave herself utUo 
prayer^ realizing in a measure the poet*s description : 

" Phijer ardent opeoi heav*n, lets down a ttream 
Of glory on the coniecrated hoar 
Of man in aadieuce with the Deitj.** 

Although her faith was strong, yet her mind was under 
such agitation, from her total want of funds to carry her 
plan into effect, and from other conflicting exercises, as 
to throw her into a nervous ^ever, which kept her con- 
fined to her bed for some weeks. On her recovery, she 
felt it her duty to goforwardy trusting that He who had 
directed her path would provide the means that were 

Secesaary to enable her to walk in it : she sold her 
eavy fhrniture, p«ioked up all her remaining effects, 
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aad prepared to set out from Paisley fi>r Edinbofgh, on 
a Monday, sometime in the year 1 780. 

On the Saturday preyioos, she sat by her fire, musing, 
and wondering in what maimer the Lord would appear 
for her at this time, when a letter was brought to her 
from Mr. Peter Reid, enclosing a som of money which 
he had recovered from the underwriters, on account of 
Mrs. Graham's muslins, captured on their passage to the 
'West Indies. Mrs. Graham had considered them as to- 
tally lost, but her friend had taken the precaution to 
have them insured* 

With this supply, she was enabled to accomplish her 
object, and arrired in Edinburgh with her family. Her 
friend Mrs. Brown met her there, abd stayed with her 
a few days, to cpmifprt and patronise her in her new un- 
dertaking. Mrs. Brown was her warm and constant 
friend, until her death, which happened at Paisley in 
1782, when she was attending the communion. She be- 
queathed her daughter Mary to Mrs. Graham's care. 
But in 1785 the daughter followed the mother, being cut 
off by a fever in the twelfth year of her age* 

It may be proper here to introduce the name of Mr. 
George Anderson, a merchant in Glasgow, who had been 
an early and particular friend of Dr. Graham. He kind- 
ly offered his friendly services, and the use of his purse, 
to promote the welfare of the bereaved £unily of his 
friend. Mrs. Graham occasionally drew upon both. 
The money she borrowed, she had the satisfaction of re- 
paying with interest. 

A correspondence was carried on between them after 
Mrs. Graham's removal to America, until the death of 
Mr. Anderson in 1802. Such was the acknowledged 
integrity of this gentleman, that he was very genertdly 
known in Glasgow by the appeUation of" honest George 
Anderson." 

During her residence in Edinburgh, she was honoured 
with the friendship and counsel of many persons of dis- 
tinction and piety. The viscountess Glenorchy ; lady 
Koss Baillie ; lady Jane Belches ; Mrs. Walter Scott, 
(mother of the poet ;) Mrs. Dr. Davidson ; Mrs. Bailhe 
Walker, were amongst her warm personal friends. The 

B2 
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R^Y. Dr. Bfskine, and Dr. Davidsoi*j (formerly t|ie Rev. 
Mr. Rand^ of GlaE^cnir,) mA ^aiany .resp^ctabie clergy 
men, were aldo her frietidd. She and her faoiify attead- * 
^d on the nnnistry of Dr. Davidson, an afole» evangeli- 
cal, Qsefnl patttor. 

Her Bchool goon became respectable, in numbers and 
character. Her early and superior edticatron now proved 
of essential service to her. She was iiidefktigable in her 
attention to the instruction of her pupils. While she * 
was faithful: in givi<tg them those accomplishments which 
were to quahfy them for acting a distinguished part in 
this! world, she was also zealous in directing their atten- 
tion to that Gospel, by which they were instructed to 
obtain an inheritance in the eternal, world. She felt a 
high responsibility, and took a deep interest in their 
temporal and spiritual welfare. As * a mother in Israel,' 
ihe wished to train them up in the ways of the Lord. 

She preyed with them morning and evening ; and on 
the sabbath, which she was careful to devote to its pro- 
per use, she took great pains to imbue their minds with 
the truths of retigion. Nor did she labour in vain. Al- 
though dhe was often heard to lament of how httle use she 
had been, compared with her opportunities of doiuggood, 
yet when her children, Mp. and Mrs. B — , visited Scot- 
land in 1801, they heard of many characters, then pious 
and exemplary, who dated their first retigious impres- 
sions from those seasons of early instruction which they 
enjoyed under Mrs. Graham, while in Edinburgh. 

Mrs. iGrraham's manner in the management of youth, 
Was peculiarly happy. Whilst she kept them diligent in 
their stndies, and strictly obedient to the laws she had 
established, she was endeared to them by her tender- 
ness ; and the young ladies instructed in her school, re- 
tained for her in after life a degree of filial affection, 
which showed itself unequivocally wherever opportuni* 
ties offered to test it. This was afterwards remarkably 
the case with her pupils in America. Her little republic 
was completely governed by a system of equitable laws 
On every alleged offence, a court martial, as they termed 
it, was held, and the accused tried by her peers. There 
were no arbitrary punishments, no sallies of capricious 
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passkm. The kwi w^re* promolgtted, and aiiiel bt 
obejed. The teotences of the co«rli mutial wfra «!• 
. waj8 approved, and had a talotary efect la short, 
there was a comfaiaaAioD of authority, deeisioo, and (en- 
demese, in Mrs. Graham's goTermnent, thai^ rendered 
its subjects industrioiiif intelligent, drmawpect, and 
happy. She enjoyed thehr happiness ; and in caMS of 
sickness, she watched her patients with unreoutting so- 
hcitude and care, sparing no expense to proowte (heir 
r^tOfation to health. 

A strong trait in her character was distinctly aaarfced 
by one rule she had adopted, riz : to educate the daigh- 
ters of pious ministen at half price. This wa^ setting 
an example worthy of imitation. It was a conduct con- 
formable to scriptural precept Said Paq), ^ If we hare 
sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we 
shall reap ^our carnal things ? Do ye not know tluU they 
which minister dbout holy things, live of the thii^^ of 
the temple ? Eren so hath the Lord ordained that they 
which preach the gospel should live by the gospel/ 

Always conscientious in obeying the commandments 
of her God, she observed them in this matter, giving in 
her proportion, at least the widow's mite. 

By another plan (for she was ii^nions in contrivances 
to do good,) sl»e greatly assisted those in slender circum- 
stances, especially such as were of the household <^ 
fkith. Believing that the use of sums often, Meen, or 
twenty pounds in hand, would be serviceable by way of 
capital to persons in a moderate business, she was- in the 
habit of making such advances, and taking back the 
^ahie in articles they had for sde. She charged no in- 
terest, being amply repaid in the luxury of her own fe^- 
ing9, when she beheld the benefit it produced to her 
humble friends^ The board of her pupils beii^ paid in 
advance,* she was enabled to adopt this plan with more 
£icility. Were her spirit more prevalent in the world, 
whai good might be done ! the heart would be expand- 
ed, reciprocal confidence and affection cherished : and 
instead of beholding worms of -the dust, fighting for par- 
ticles of yefiow sand, we should behold a company of af- 
fectionate* teethren, leaning upon, and assisting each 
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other through the wilderness of this world. VLook not 
every man on his own thipgs,' said Paul, 'but every 
man also on the things of others. Bear ye one ano- 
ther's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.' 

On the iBubject of promoting the external accomplish- 
ments of her scholars, it became a question of import- 
ance how far Mrs. Graham was to countenance them in 
their attendance on pubUc balls — ^to what length it was 
proper for her to go, so as to meet the received opinions 
of the world in these concerns. She consulted with her 
pious friends, and wrote to lady Glenorchy on the sub- 
ject. Her ladyship's letter in reply is so excellent, that 
it is given at full length ivith Mrs. Graham's letters, and 
will consequently be found in this publication. In aftei 
life, Mrs. Graham was of opinion that she and her scho- 
lars had gone too far in conformity with the opinions and 
manners of the world. A reference to this deviation 
from what she considered a close Christian walk in life, 
wiU be frequently found in her subsequent exercises ; 
the tenderness of her own conscience, however, oflen 
made her speak of her departure from a strictly religious 
course, with more severity than it really deserved, con- 
sidering the delicacy of her situation, as instructress 
over the children of parents, who probably were averse 
from restraining their children so much in the style of 
their education, as might better have suited Mrs. Gra- 
ham's views of a Christian circumspection, and abstrac 
tion from worldly amusements and pursuits. 

It was customary with lady Glenorchy to reniark, that 
two of Mrs. Graham's friends held a band around her 
waist, when she approached the boundaries between 
religion and the world, to prevent her from falling over. 

Lady Glenorchy being in a delicate state of health, 
made frequent use of Mrs. Graham as her almoner to 
the poor. On one of these visits, Mrs. Graham called 
on a poor woman, with a present of a new gown. ** I 
am obliged to you and her ladyship for your kindness," 
said the poor woman, rich in faith ; ** but I maun gang 
to the right airth first, ye wad na hae come, gin ye had 
na been sent ; the Lord hath lefl me lately wi but ae 
goon for week day and sabbath, but now he has sent yon 
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wi a sabbath dajr's goon." Meaning, jn plain EngUah, 
that h6r thankfokieas was first dae to (he God of provi- 
dence, who had put it into the heart of his children to 
supply the wants of this poor disciple* 

Mrs. Graham used to repeat with-pleasure an anec- 
dote of her friends Mr. and Mrs. Douglas. Mr. Douglas 
was a tallow-chandler, and furnished candles for lady 
Glenorchy's chapel. The excise tax was very high on 
making those articles, and many persons of the trade 
were accustomed to defraud the revenue by one strata- 
gem or another. Religious principle would not permit 
Mr. Douglas to do so. Mrs. Graham one evening was 
remarking how handsomely the chapel was li^ed. 
** Aye, Mrs. Graham," said Mrs. DougLis, ** and it is all 
pure — ^tbe light is all pure, it burns bright" It would 
be well if Christians of every trade and profession were 
to act in like manner ; that the merchant should have no 
hand in covering property, or encouraging perjurji^.to 
accumulate gains ; that the man of great wealth should 
have neither usury, nor the shedding of blood by pri- 
vateering, to corrode his treasures ; that all should ob- 
serve a just weight and a just measure in their dealings 
as in the presence of God. Let every Christian seek 
after the consolation of Mrs. Douglas, that the light which 
refreshes him may be pure. 

It being stated as matter of regret, that poor people, 
when sick, suffered greatly, although while in h^th 
thejr doily labour supported them ; Mrs. Graham sug- 
gested the idea of every poor person in the neighbour- 
hood laying aside one penny a week, to form a. fund for 
relieving the contributors when in sickness. Mr. Doug- 
las undertook the formation of such an institution. It 
went for a long time under the name of " Xhe Penny 
Society." It afterwards received a more liberal pa- 
tronage, has now a handsome capital, and is called 
'* The Society for the Relief of the Destitute Sick." 

In July 1786, Mrs. Graham attended the dying bed 
of her friend and patroness, lady Glenorchy : this lady 
had shown her friendship in a variety of ways during 
her Viiluable life ; she had one of Mrs. Graham's daugh- 
ters for some time in her family \ ^oude&ceik^^^Yy^T^^ 
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to instruct her, and sent her for a year to a French 
boardhig school in Rotterdam. She defrayed all her 
expenses while there, and furnished her with a liberal 
supply of ppcket money, that she oiight not see distress* 
without the power Of relieving it. So much does a per- 
son's conduct in maturer years depend upon the habits 
of early life, that it is wise to accustom young people to 
feel for, and to contribute in their degree to the relief 
of, the afflicted and the needy. 

Lady Glenorchy was a character in whom was emi- 
nently displayed the power of rehgion. Descended from 
an ancient family, married to the eldest son of the earl 
of Broadalbaine, beautiful and accompUshed, she was re- 
ceived into the first circles of society. With her hus- 
band she made the tour of Europe, visiting the several 
courts on that Continent. Yet all these things she 
* counted but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Chnst Jesus her Lord.' She became a widow whilst 
yet in the bloom of youth. She devoted herself to the 
service of the Lord, and was made singularly useful. 
Bhe kept a regular account of her income, and of the 
dififerent objects to which it was applied. She built and 
supported several chapels in England ; and erected one 
in Edinburgh, in which pious ministers of different de- 
nominations should be admitted to preach. 

She also built a manufactory for the employment of 
the poor, where the education of children was strictly 
attended to : even the porters' lodges on each side of 
her gate were occupied as schools for the neighbouring 
poor. Her pleasure-grounds were thrown open for the 
accommodation of the numbers who usually come from 
a distance to attend a communion season iu Scotland. In 
a year of scarcity the same grounds were planted with 
potatoes for the supply of the poor. She distributed 
with great judgment various sums of money in aid of 
families who were poor^ yet deserving. She never en- 
couraged idlenes:! or pride, and often remarked that it 
was better to assist people to do well in the sphere 
which Providence had assigned them, than to attempt to 
raise them beyond it. There was so much wisdom in 
the active application of her benevolent charities, as to 
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reader them both efficient and extenure. She seldom 
was seen in these works of beneficence ; her olgeot was 
to do good : the graftitade of those on whom she b€»tow« 
ed benefits, was no part of her motiye, or even of her 
calculatton. What she did, she did imto God, and in 
obedience to his compiands : her fidth and hope were in 
God. 

She contributed largely to the public spirited iostilu* 
tions established at £&iburgh in her day. One or two 
of the most useful she was the first to suggest the idea 
of, always accompanyipg her recommendation with a 
handsome donation in money to encourage the work. 

The venerable Society mr the Promotion of Chris* 
tian Knowledge and Piety, shared largely her patron* 
^e ; ted, at her death, she bequeathed them fire thou- 
sand pounds. 

She indulged the hope of seeing a union of exertion 
amongst all Christian denominations, for sending the 
Gospel to the Heathen. How delisted would she have 
been with the Missionary Societies of London and else- 
where, had her life been spared to behold their exten- 
sive operations ! 

She sold her estate of Bamton, that she might apply 
the money to a more disinterested object than her per- 
sonal accommodation, and that her fortune might be ex- 
pended with her life. ^' I recollect here," said Saurin 
in one of his sermons, " an epitaph said to be engraven 
on the tomb of Atolus of Rheims : He expwrUd hiafor- 
tune before him into heaven by hit (hariiie$ — he it gone 
Ikilher to enjoy itJ^^ 

This mi^t be truly said of lady Glenorchy. In her 
manner she discovered great dignity of character tem- 
pered with tibe meekness and benevolence of the Gospel. 
Her family was arranged with much economy, and a strict 
regard to moral and religious habits. She usually sup- 
ported some promising and pious young minister as her 
chaplain, which served him as an introduction to respec- 
tability in the church. With veiy few exceptions, all 
those who entered het family as servants, were in the 
process of time brought under religion^ impresaiotA* ^^ 
fiur it pleased the Lord to honour her p vo>^ e>TA<^vrQ \^ v» 
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render her family one of the dwelhngs of the God of Jacob 

She carried on an extensive correspondence with the 
agents of her charities in various places, as well as with 
characters in the highest wallas of life. The late cele« 
brated William Pitt, whom she had known when a boy, 
was pleased with her letteis, and replied in the most re- 
spectful terms to the counsel which she at times /had 
given him, on the higher concerns of his spritual'and 
eternal welfare. 

It is much to be desired that some suitable biographi- 
cal account of this valuable lady should be prepared for 
the benefit of the public, and the gratification of her nu- 
merous friends. 

Mrs. Graham had the honour of attending the death- 
bed, and of closing the eyes of this distinguished child of 
God. It had been lady Glenorchy's express desire that 
Mrs. Graham should be sent for to attend her dying bed, 
if within twenty miles of her when such attendance should 
be necessary. 

When Dr. Witherspoon visited Scotland in the year 
1785, he had frequent conversations with Mrs. Graham, 
on the subject of her removal to America. She gave him 
at this time some reason to calculate on her going thither 
as soon as her children should have completed the course 
of education she had proposed for them. 

Mrs. Graham had entertained a strong partiality for 
America ever since her former residence there, and had 
indulged a secret expectation of returning thither. 

It was her opinion, and that of many pious people, 
that America was the country where the Church of Christ 
would eventually flourish. She was therefore desirous to 
leave her offspring there. 

Afler some correspondence with Dr. Witherspoon, and 
consultation with pious friends, she received the appro- 
bation of the latter to her plan. She had an invitation 
fipom many respectable characters in the city of New- 
York, with assurances of patronage and support. She 
arranged herfiffairs for quitting Edinburgh. The Alge- 
rines being then at war with the United States, her friends 
insisted on her chartering a small British vessel to carry 
henelfand &anlj to the port of New-Tork. This in- 
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creased her expenses ; bat Pfoyidence, in ikithfolaeit 
and mercy, sent )ier at this time a remittance from Dr» 
Henderson ; and a l^tacy of two hundred pounds be* 
qaeathed her by lady Glenorchy as a mark of her regard^ 
was of great use to her in her present circumstances. 

Thus in the month of July, 1789, Mrs. Graham once 
more prepared to go into a land whieh ike Lord teemed to 
teU her of; and after a pleasant, though tedious voyagOt 
she landed in New-York on the 8th day of September. 

At New- York she and her family were received with 
the greatest cordiality and confidence. The late Rer. 
Dr. Rodgers and Dr. Mason were especially kind to her. 
She came eminently prepared to instruct her pupils in 
all the higher branches of female education : the favoura* 
ble change effected by her exertions in this respect, was 
soon visible in the minds, manners, and accomplishments 
of the young ladies committed to her care. She opened 
her school on the 5th of October, 1789, with five scho* 
lars, and before the end of the same month, the number 
increased to fifly. She not only imparted knowledge to 
her pupils, but also, by her conversation and example, 
prepared their minds to receive it in such a manner as to 
apply it to practical advantage. Whilst she taught them 
to regard external accomplishments as ornaments to the 
female character, she was careful to recommend the prac- 
tice of virtue as the highest accompHshioentof all, and 
to inculcate the principles o£ religion as the only solid 
foundation for morality and virtue. The annual exami- 
nations of her scholars were always well attended, and 
gave great satisfaction. General Washington, whilst at 
New- York, honoured her with his patronage. The ve- 
nerable and amiable Bishop of the Episcopal Church in 
ttie state of New- York, then the Rev. Dr. Benjamin 
Moore, never once was absent from those examinations. 
She was sensible of his friendship, and always spoke of 
him in terms of great esteem and respect. 

She united in communion with the Presbyterian Church 
under the pastoral care of the late Rev. Dr. John Mason.. 
This excellent man was her faithful friend, and wise 
counsellor. Under his ministry her two daughters, Jo- 
anna and Isabella, joined the church in the year H^V 
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Her eldest daughter Jesde, who had made a profession 
of religion in Scotland, was married in Jnlj, 1790, to 
Mr. Hay Stevenson, merchant of New- York, and she 
became a member of the Presbyterian Church under the 
care of Dr. Rodgers, where her husband attended. 

In the year 1791, her son, who had been left in Scot* 
land to complete his education, paid his mother a visit. 
Mrs. Graham, considering herself as inadequate to the 
proper management of a boy, had at an early period 
of lus life sent her son to the care of a friend, who had 
promised to pay due attention to his morals and educa- 
tion. The boy had a warm affectionate heart, but pos- 
sessed, at the same time, a bold and fearless spirit. Such 
a disposition, under proper management, might have 
been formed into a noble character ; but he was ne- 
glected, and left in a great measure to himself by his 
first preceptor. 

-For two years of his life, he was under the care of 
Mr. Murray, teacher of an academy at Abercom. He 
was a man truly qualified for this station. He instructed 
Ills pupils with zeal ; led even their amusements ; and, 
to an exemplary piety, added the fiiithfiil counsel of a 
friend. He loved, and was therefore beloved. Under 
his superintendence, John Graham improved rapidly, 
and gained the affections of his teacher and companions. 
Happy for him had he continued in such a suitable situa- 
tion. ' He was removed to Edinburgh to receive a more^ 
classical education. Being left there by his mother and 
sisters, the impetuosity of his temper, and a propensity 
for a sea-faring life, induced his friends to place him as 
an apprentice in the merchant-service. He was ship- 
wrecked on the coast of Holland, and Mr. Gibson of 
Rotterdam, a friend df Mrs. Graham, took him to his 
house, and enabled him to come to the United States. 
He remained at New- York for some months. His mo- 
ther deemed it his duty tQ return to Scotland to complete 
his time of service. His inclination tended evidently 
to the « profession of a sailor; she therefore fitted him 
out handsomely, and he embarked for Greenock in the 
same ship with Mr. John M. Mason, the only son of the 
late Dr. Mason, who went to attend the theological lee- 
iare0 at the Divinity Hsdl in Edinburgh. 



Mn. GrahamTi exercises of mind on parttog with het 
son, were deep and affectiiig. She cast hioi «pon the 
coyenant mercy of her God, placing a blank, as to tern* 
poral things, in her Lord's hand, Imt holdii^ on with a 
fervent faith and hope to the ^omise of spiritoal life, 
' Leave thy fetherless children, 1 will preserve them 
alive ; and let thy widows trost in me * 

Three months afterwards, she learned that a press- 
gang had boarded the ship in which her son had been, 
and although he was saved from their grasp by a strata- 
gem of the passengers, yet all his clothes were taken 
away from him. Reflecting on this event, she SQr>> 
*' shall I withdraw the blank I have pat into the Ke- 
deemer^s hands ? has he not hitherto done all things 
we'll ? have not my own afflictions been my greatest 
blessing ? Lord, I renew my blank." After undeigoiQg 
many suflferings, this young man wrote to his mother from 
Demarara, in the year 1794, that he had been made a 
prisoner ; had been retaken ; and then intended to go to 
Europe with a fleet which was soon to sail under convoy. 
His letter was couched in terms of salutary reflection on 
his past hfe, and a hope of profiting by past experience. 
This was the last account which Mrs. Graham had of 
her afflicted son. All inquiries instituted respecting him 
proved fruitless, and she had to exercise faith and sub- 
mission, not witiiout hope toward God, tl|at the great 
Redeemer had taken care of, and would finally save, this 
prodigal soii< She had known a case in her fafiier's &< 
mily, which excited their sohcitude, and encouraged her 
hope. Her younger brother, Archibald Marshall, a lad 
of high temper, though possessed of an affiectionate 
heart, had gone to sea, and was not heard of at all for 
several years. A pious woman who kept a boarding- 
house in Paisley, found one of her bosirders one day 
reading Doddridge's Rise and Progress of Religion in 
the Soul of Man, with Archibald Marshall's name writ- 
ten on the blank leaf. On inquiry, the stranger told her 
that he got that book from a youHg man on his death- 
bed, as a token of regard. That young man was Archibald 
Marshall — ^he was an exemplary Christian ; " and I have 
reason," added he, " to bless God that he ever was mv 
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messmate." The woman, who heard this account, tran§« 
mitted it to Mr. Marshall's familj, who were known to 
her. Mrs. Graham had no such consolatory account af- 
forded to her ; hut under much yearning of heart, she 
left this concern, as well as every other, to the disposal 
of that God * who doeth all things well.' 

In the spring of 1792, she and her family were called 
to a severe trial, hy the translation of their heloved pas- 
tor, Dr. Mason, to a hetter world. A few months hefore 
his decease, whilst preaching to his people, his recollec- 
tion failed him, his sermon was gone from his mind, and 
he sat down in his pulpit unahle to proceed. After a 
short pause, he arose and addressed his people in a pious 
and affectionate strain ; he considered this event as a.call 
from his heavenly Master to expect a speedy dismission 
ftom the tahemacle of clay ; and solemnly admonished 
them also to be prepared for the will of God. His peo- 
ple, who loved him, were affected to tears. An illness 
soon followed, which terminated in the death of the bo- 
dy. He departed on the night when Mrs. Graham took 
her turn of watching with him. He breathed his last 
with his head upon her lap. This she always accounted 
a privilege aud honour bestowed upon her by her Divine 
Master. Great was the grief of Dr. Mason's congrega- 
tion on his loss. In him, to great learning were united 
meekness, prudence, diligence, and knowledge of the 
world, and an affectionate superintendence of the inte- 
rests, 8{>iritual and temporal, of his flock. He so arrang- 
ed his avocations and studies in regard to time, that he 
had always a few hours in the aflemoon to devote to vi- 
siting the famOies of his congregation. So regular was 
the order he observed in his arrangement of time, that 
Mrs. Graham and her family knew when to calculate on 
seeing him, and always expected him with the anticipa- 
tion of profit and pleasure. Once every week they were 
sure of seeing him, if in health. His visits were short, 
his conversation serious, awakening, instructive, and ai- 
fectionate. He inquired about their temporal affairs, 
and in cases of difficulty, he always gave them his best 
advice. His counsels were salutary ; bis knowledge of 
the world, and his discrimination of characters, rendered 
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him well qualified to adviBe. In one of his ?isitt to tin* 
Graham, she mentioned to him the want of good ser- 
vants as the greatest trial for the time. ** Mrs. uraham," 
said he, " hare you ever prayed to the Lord to provide 
good servants for you ? Nothing which interests our 
comfort is too minute for the care of our Heavenly 
Father.'* 

To one of her daughters, who felt a strong inclination 
to profess her faith in Christ by joining the communion 
of his church, but yet was afraid that her heart was not 
sufficiently ensaged for the service of God, Dr. Mason 
proposed the loUowing question. ** If," said he» ** the 
world, with all its wealth, pleasures, and power, were 
placed in one scale, and Christ alone in the other, which 
would your heart freely choose as a portion ?*' On her 
replying there would be no hesitation as to her choice 
of Christ, he gave her encouragement to profess her 
faith, although it might not at present amount to the full 
assurance of hope. 

He was indeed a faithful shepherd of his flock ; and 
his people mourned for him as for an affectionate father. 
It is much to be desired that his example were more fol- 
lowed by Christian pastors. To preach with eloquence 
and acceptance, is a talent of great value in a minister 
of the Gospel : this makes him respected : and his con-^ 
gregation admire him, because, for one reason, they are 
proud of him : but to gain their affections ; to make a 
congregation the <;hildren of an aged pastor, or the 
friends and brethren of a younger one, let the minister 
visit the families of his people : this will seal on their 
hearts, the regard which their understandings had al- 
ready dictated. 

Very few ministers have been more remarkable for a 
strict attention to this duty than the late Dr. John Ma- 
son, and his venerable and attached friend, the late Dr. 
John Rodgers. When the former died, the latter ex- 
claimed, '' I feel as if I had lost a right arm !" They 
who once laboured together to promote the cause of the 
Redeemer on earth, are now singing bis praises before 
the throne of the Eternal. 

I The congregation, bereaved of their pastor, wrote issoc 
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mediately to his soDi Mr. John Uitchell Mason^ to hast' 
en his return from Edinburgh to New-York. 

Afler preaching to them with great acceptance for 
several months, he was ordained as pastor of the Church, ' 
in April 1792. 

Mrs. Graham entertained for him the most affection- 
ate attachment ; and this attachment was reciprocal. 

Thus it pleased God to repair the breach he had 
made, and to build up this Church by the instrumentali- 
ty of the son, when he removed the father to that * rest 
which remaineth for the people of God.' 

In July 1 795, Mrs. Graham's second daughter, Joan- 
na, was married to Mr. Divie Bethune, merchant in New- 
York. In the following month her eldest daughter, Mrs. 
Stevenson, was seized with a fatal illness. Of a most 
amiable disposition and genuine piety, she viewed the 
approach of death with the composure of a Christian and 
the intrepidity of faith. 

She had been in delicate health for some years before, 
and now a complication of disorders denied all hope of 
recovery. She sung a hymn of triumph, until the strug- 
gles of death interrupted her. Mrs. Graham displayed 
great firmness of mind during the last trying scene, and 
when the spirit of her daughter fled, the mother raised 
her hands, and looking towards heaven, exclaimed, ** I 
wish you joy, my darling." She then washed her face, 
took some refreshment, and retired to rest. 

Such was her joy of faith at the full salvation of her 
child ; but when the loss of her company was felt, the 
tenderness of a mother's heart aflenyards gave vent to 
feelings of affectionate sorrow : nature will feel, even 
when faith triumphs. 

Mrs. Graham made it a rule to appropriate a tenth part 
of her earnings to be expended for pious and charitable 
purposes : she had taken a lease of two lots of ground 
on Greenwich-street from the corporation of Trinity 
Church, with a view of building a house on them for her 
own accommodation : the building, however, she never 
commenced : by a sale which her son, Mr. Bethune, 
made of the lease in 1795 for her, she got an advance 
of one thousand pounds. So large a profit was new to 



her. " Qjnick, quick," said the, *< let me appropritte 
the tenth before my heart grows hard." What fidelt^ 
in duty 1 what distrust of herself! Fiftj poaoda of this 
money she sent to Mr. Mason in aid of the funds he was 
collecting for the establishment of a Theological Semi- 
nary. 

in the year 1797, a society was instituted at New* 
York, for the retief of poor widows with small children ; 
a society which rose into great respectability, and has 
been productiye of very beneficent effects. The Lord, 
in his merciful providence, prepared this institution, to 
grant relief to the many bereaved &mihes, who were 
left widows and orphans by the ravages of the yellow 
fever in the year 1798. 

It took its rise from an apparently adventitious circum« 
stance. Mr. B — , in the year 1796, was one of the dis- 
tributing managers of the St. Andrew's Society. The 
distribution of this charity was of course limited io a 
certain description of applicants. Mrs. B— -, interested 
for widows not entitled to share in the boun^ of the St. 
Andrew's Society, frequently collected small sums for 
their relief. She consulted with a few friends on the 
propriety of establishing a Female Society for the reUef 
of poor widows with small children, without limitation. 
Invitations, in the form of circular letters, were sent to 
the ladies of New -York ; and a very respectable num- 
ber assembled at the house of Mrs. Graham. The pVo« 
posed plan was approved, and a society organized. Mrs 
Graham was elected first Directress, wUch office she 
held for ten years. 

At the semi-annual meeting in March 1798, Mrs. Gra- 
ham made a very pleasing report of the proceedings of 
the Managers, and of the amount of relief afforded to the 
poor. The ladies of New-York rendered themselves 
truly deserving of applause for their zeal in this benevo- 
lent undertaking. 

In the month of September 1 798, Mrs. Graham's daugh- 
ter Isabella was married to Mr. Andrew Smith, merchant^ 
of New-York, (now of Richmond, Virginia.) Her family 
being thus settled to her satisfaction, she was prevailed 
upon to retire from business, and to live with her children. 
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Miss FarquharsoD, her assistant, to whom she was mach 
attached, declined to succeed her, choosing rather to 
enjoy the society of her patroness and friend. She was 
a young lady of genuine piety and worth. The Lord had 
designed her for another important station. She is now 
Mrs. Loveless, of Madras, the help-meet of the London 
Society's excellent Missionary there. Mrs. Graham 
maintained a correspondence with Mrs. Loveless, and 
always regarded her with much affection. 

During the prevalence of the yellow fever in 1798, it 
was with much difficulty Mrs. Graham was dissuaded 
from going into the city to attend on the sick : the fear of 
involving her children in the same calamity, in the event 
of her being attacked by the fever, was the chief reason 
of her acquiescing in their wish to prevent so hazardous 
an undertaking. During the subsequent winter, she was 
indefatigable in her attentions to the poor : she exerted 
hers'elf to procure work for her widows, and occupied 
much of her time in cutting it out, and preparing it for 
them. The managers of the Widows' Society had each 
their separate districts ; and Mrs. Graham, as first Di- 
rectress, had a general superintendence of the whole. 
She was so happy in the execution of her trust, as to 
acquire the respect and confidence of the ladies who 
acted with her, as well as the affections of the poor. 

Her whole time was now at her command, and she 
devoted it very faithfully to promote the benevolent ob- 
ject of the Institution over which she presided. The 
extent of her exertions, however, became known, not 
from the information given by herself, but from the ob- 
servations of her fellow labourers, and especially from 
the testimony of the poor themselves. 

In the summer of 1800, she paid a visit to her friends 
in Boston. When she had been absent for some weeks, 
her daughter, Mrs. 6 — , was surprised at the frequent in- 
quiries made afler her, by persons with whom she was 
unaiiquainted : at length she asked some of those inqui- 
rers what they knew abojit Mrs'. Graham ? They reph- 
ed, ** we live in the suburbs of the city, where she used 
to visit, relieve, and comfort the poor. We had missed 
her so long that we were afraid she had been sick : 
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when she walked in onr streets, it was cnitomary with 
uB to. come to the door and Uegi her as she passed." 

Until Janiiary 1803, she Ured alternately with her 
children, Mrs. Bethune, and Mrs. Smith ; at this period 
Mr. Smith having removed from New- York, Mrs, Gra- 
ham resided with Mr. and Mrs. Bethune, until her depar- 
ture to a better world. They lored her, not onlj from 
natural affection, but for her superior worth ; they valued 
her, for tbey beUeyed that many Uessinga were vouch' 
safed to them and their family in answer to her prayers. 
The Society for the relief of poor widows with smalt 
children havii^ received a charter of incorporation, and 
some pecuniary aid from the Legislature of the state, 
the ladies who constituted the Board of Direction, were . 
engaged in plans for extending their usefulness : Mrs. 
Graham took an active part in executing these plans. 
The socie^r purchased a small house, where they receiv- 
ed work of various kinds, for the employment of their 
widows. They opened a school for the instmctioo of 
their orphans, and many of Mrs. Graham's former pu- 
pils volunteered their services, taking upon themselves 
by rotation, the part of instmcters. Besides estabUshing 
this School, Mrs. Graham selected some of the widows, 
best qaaliSed for the task, and engaged them for a small 
compensation, to open day schools for the instruction of 
le cit^ : she 
if which she 
ed under the 
:h Christians 
>rted them; 
ption lists to 

at the Alms 
ere, in reli- 
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alwiiys to feel how much she was deficient in following 
fully the precepts, and the footsteps of her heloved Lord 
and Saviour, ' who went about doing good.* 

It was oflen her custom to leave home aflerhreakfastj 
to take with her a few rolls of bread, and return in the 
evening about eight o'clock. Her only dinner on such 
days was her bread, and perhaps some soup at the Soup 
House €stabUshed by the Humane Society for the pooc, 
over which one of her widows had been; at her recom-* 
mendation, appointed. She and hei: venerable compa-> 
nion, Mrs. Sarah Hoffinan, second Directress of the Wi- 
dows' Society, travelled many a day and many a step to- 
gether in the walks of chanty. Mrs. Graham was a 
Presbyterian, Mrs. Hoffman an Episcopalian. Those 
barriers, of which such a thundering use has been made 
by sectarians to separate the children of God, fell down 
between these two friends at the cry of affliction,, and 
were consumed on the altar of Christian love. Arm in 
arm, and heart to heart, they visited the abodes of dis- 
tress, dispensing temporal aid from the purse of charity, 
and spiritual comfort from the word of life. One has 
already entered into rest ; the other must shortly follow 
Amidst many comforts, and many afflictions, the life of 
Mrs. Hofiman has been a life of faith and resignation ; 
her end will be peace ; and then she will join her be- 
loved and attached friend, in singing the praises of that 
Divine Redeemer, whose footsteps on eartib they humbly 
endeavoured in his strength to follow. ' Blessed are the 
dead which die in the Lord ; yea saith the Spirit, for they 
rest from their labours, and their works do follow them.' 

At each annual Meeting, Mrs. Graham usually made 
an address to the Society, with a report of the proceed- 
ings of the managers, through the preceding year. In 
April 1800, she stated that *' again the pestilence had 
evacuated the city ; again every source of industry was 
dried up ; even the streams of benevolence from the 
country failed. Those storehouses from which relief 
was issued to thousands in former calamities, now disap- 
pointed their hopes, and those spared by the pestilence, 
were ready to perish by the famine. Such widows as 
bad no friends in the country under whose roof they 
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might for a time seek shelter, were shat up to the only 
rdief within their power^eren to thai Soeuh/ which had 
£>nnerlj saved them in many a strait Thej came, 
were received with tenderness, assisted with rood, ad- 
vice, and medicine. Four of the society's board, at the 
. risk of their lives, remained in the city, steady in the 
exercise of their office. One hundred and forty«two 
-widows, with four hundred and six children, under twelve 
years of age» by fior the greater part under six, have, from 
; time to time, during the winter, been visited and reliev- 
ed. Widcw is a word of sorrow in the best of circum- 
stances ; but a* widow left poor, destitute, friendless, sur- 
' rounded with a number of small children, shivering with 
' cold, pale with want, looking in her face with eyes plead- 
^ing for bread which she has not to give, nor any proba- 
ble prospect of procuring : her situation is neither to 
be described, nor conceived. Many such scenes were 
witnessed during the last winter ; and though none could 
restore the father y and the huihand^ the hearts of the 
mourners were soothed by the managers : whilst they 
dispensed the relief provided for them by their Fatiur^ 
and their Husband. God." 

'^ In her address for the year 1804, she says, '* In April 
last, it was reported that there were on Uie managers* 
)>ook8 two hundred and one widows with numerous fami- 
lies of small children. Of this number, five had been 
ill all winter, several had had severe fits of illness, and 
forty-six were women of broken constitutions ; who, could 
it be afforded, would require assistance all summer. At 
the last anniversary, we reported that Mrs. Hoffman and 
myself had Ti«t^ twent;^even new-mad, widcm. ; 
previous to the meeting, young, healthy, nice women. 
Pf these women, few had been accustomed to do mora 
0ian make, mend, wash, and cook for their husbands and 
Sunilies. Oh, how changed the scene ! Ye blessed 
agents of their Father, God ; ye managers, who have 
lupplied their wants, uid soothed their spirits, ye can 
leU — and their pale visages and dejected countenances 
Iritness to the truth of your report. That such evils ex- 
^t, is painful to humanity ; but since they do exist, can 
Ihere Be a more delicate pleasure than to be iD&lt^]mL«Qk\s\ 
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in alleiriatiiig them ? Seven yean has thia Society been 
the darling of Proyidence. From a feeble plant, it ia^ 
become a large tree with spreading branches, under 
which many find shelter and sustenance." 

The winter of 1804 — 6, was unusually severe : the 
river Hudson was shut by frost as early as November ; 
fuel was consequently scarce and dear ; and the poor 
suffered greatly. Mrs. Graham visited those parts of 
the city where the poorer class of su£ferers dwelt ;* 

* The following^ notice of these scenes appeared in one of the 
periodioil publications of the day. 

WHEN Know shrank before the piercing wind, 
And fiunine, shelterless, in suflering pin'd ; 
When sickness drooped in solitary pain, 
Mid Tarjring misery's relentless reign ; 
Oh then, tnmoltoous rose the plaints of grief, 
And loud and strong the clamours for relief! 
Then active charity with bounteous care, 
From gloomy feces chasM the fiend, Despair; 
DispelMd the horrors of the wintry day, 
And none that ask^d went unrelievM away. 

Yet there are some, who sorrow*s vigils keep, 
Unknown that kngniish — ondistinguishM weep I 
Behold yon ruin*d Duilding*s shattered walls, 
Where drifVing snow through many a crevice falls ; 
Whose smokefon vent no blazing fuel knows — 
But drear, and cold, the widow's mantion shows. 
Her fragile form, br sickness deeply riven. 
Too weak to face the driving blasts of heaven. 
Her voice too faint to reach some pitying ear, 
. Her shivering babes command her anguish'd tear t 
Their feeble cries, in vain, assistance crave. 
And expectation * points but to— the grave.' 

But lo, with hasty step, a female form 
Glides through the wind, and braves the chilling storm, 
With eager hand now shakes the totterinr door. 
Now rushes breathless o*er the snow-clad floor. 
Her tongue soft comfort to the mourner speaks, 
Her silver voice with soft emotion bmaki ; 
Round the drear hovel roves her moistened eye. 
Her graceftd bosom heaves the lengthened sigh. 

I know thee now — ^I know'that angel frame— 
O that the muse might dare to breathe thy name ! 
Nor thine alone, but all that Jtf fer-6aiuf, 
Who scatter gladness o'er a weeping laud : 
Who comfort to the infant suflerer brings 
And ' teach with joy the widow's heart to sing.' 

For this no luAgy honours fame shall eive — 
In your own breasts your gentle virtues live ; 
No soimding numbers shall vour Oames reveal. 
But yoor own hearts the ricn reward shall feel. 

ALBERT. 
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ID upwards of two hundred fiunilies/ the either foxxod % 
Uble their property^ or gare diem one ; prajiog with 
them in dieir a£9iction. She reqnested a fnend to write, 
first one Religions Tract, and then another, suited to (he 
peculiar situation of those afflicted people. One was 
called ^* A Donation to Poor Widows with Small ChU* 
dren,'' the other, «« A Second Visit to Poor Widows with 
Small Children." And lest it might be said, it was che^ 
to giTO advice, she usually gave a small sum of moncnr 
along with the tracts she distributed. There was at this 
time neither a Bible nor Tract Society in New-Tori^ 
Mrs. Hoffinan accompanied her in many ofher excursions. 
In the course of their visits, they discorered a French 
family from St. Donungo in such extremity of distress, 
as made them judge it necessary to report their case to 
the Honourable Dewitt Clinton, then mayor of the city. 
The situation of this &mily being made public, three 
hundred dolli^ were voluntarily contributed for their 
relief. Roused by this incident, a public meeting was 
called at the Tontine Coffee-House, and committees 
from the different wards were appointed to aid the Cor- 
poration, in ascertaining and supplying the immediate 
wants of the suffering poor. The zeal of Mrs. Graham 
and Mrs. Hoffinan paved the wvjr for this public-sfKrit- 
ed exertion, which, probably, was the means of saving 
the lives of some of Uie destitute and finendless. 

In the month of August 1805, Mrs. Graham paid ano- 
ther visit to her friend in Boston, and spoke of tiiem 
with mnch affection and esteem. She used to mention, 
with peculiar approbation, a Society of pious ladies 
there, who met once in every week, ror prayer and mu- 
taal edification. 

On the 16th of March, 1806, the female subscribers to 
proposals for providing an Asylum for orphan children, 
met at the City Hotel ; Mrs. Graham was called to the 
chair, a Society organized, and a Board of Direction cho- 
sen. Mrs. Hoffinan was elected the First Directress of the 
Orphan Asylum Society. Mrs. Graham continued in the 
office of First Directress of the Widows' Society, but took 
a deep interest in the success <^the Orphan Asylum So« 
ciety also : she, or one of her fiimily, taught the orphans 
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daitjTf iutil the iiinds of die lastitiition were sufficieDC to 
jknfn^ateacherondsuperiateDdeDt She wasatrastee 
^ the time of her decease. The wish to establish this 
ae|f Society, was occasioned bj the pain which it gare 
the ladies of Aie Widows' Society, to behold a family of 
eralnaB, driTon, on the decease of a widow, to seek 
leia^ IB the Alms House ; no melting heart to feel, no 
t)edc^mii^ hand to rescue them from a situation so un< 
proHttsing Ibr mental and moral improToment. 
■ ^* Amongst the afiBicted of our suffering race," thus 
speaks tiie Constitotion of the Society, *^ none makes a 
stnuiger or more iinpressive appeal to humanity, than the 
ieaUMe orphan. Crime has not been the cause of its 
Qusevy, and latere usefulness nuiy yet be the result of 
ks protection ; the rererae is often the case of more 
aged objects. God himself has marked the fatherless, 
astiie peculiar subjects of his dirine compassion. * A 
Father of the &theries9, is Ood in his hdly habitation.' 
* WhjBn my father and my mother ^raake me, then the 
Lord will take me up»' To be the blessed instrument 
•f Divine Providence in making good the promise of 
God, is a pxivile^ e<iu|diy desirable and honourable to 
the benevolent heart'' 

And tndy God has made good his promise towards this 
bfuievolent Institution. He has crowned the undertaking 
with his remarkable blessing. It was begun by his disci- 
]^ in fidth, and he has acknowledged them in it. Hav- 
ing for fourteen months occupied a hired house for an 
Asylum, the ladies entertained the bold. idea of building 
ab Asylum on account of the Society. They had then 
about three hundred and fifty dollars, as the commence- 
ment of a fund £>r the building : lhe!y purchased four lots 
of ground in the viDage of Greenwich, on a healthful 
elevated site, possessing a fine prospect The comer 
stone was laid on the 7th of July, 1807. They erected 
a building fifty feet square, planned fer the accommoda- 
tion of two hundred orphans. From time to time they 
proceeded to finish the interior of the buildine> end to 
purchase additional nound, as their funds woida permit ; 
and such has been me liberality of the Legislature and 
of the puMic, that the Society now possess a handsome 
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building, and nearly an acre of ground^ all of which mntt 
have cost them little short of twenty-five thoofiand doUan. 
This property is clear, the last shifiing due upon it ha3riB|^ 
been lately paid offl Their success furnishes atroBf^ 
encouragement to attempt great and gpod objects^ even 
with slender means. God in his providence will comr 
mand a blessing on exertions of this character. It is too 
common a mistake, and one fatal to the progress of im^ 
provement, that great means should be m actual possesr* 
sion before great objects should be attempted* Ak^ were 
our dependence simply on apparent instxum^ts, bow 
small must be our hopes of success I There is a znysteryvy 
yet a certainty, in the manner by which God is pleased 
in his providence to conduct feeble means to a happy con- 
clusioji. Has he. not preserved, cherished, and blessed 
his church through many ages, amidst overwhelming 
persecutions, and that often by n^eans apparently inade- 
quate to this end ? We must Work for, as well as jfT%j 
for, the blessings which God has promised to bestow oa 
our sinful race. We must put our shoulder to the wheel, 
whilst we look up to heaven for assistance, and God wfu 
always bless those who are found in the path of duty. 
The Orphan Asylum Society is a striking pro<^ of Qus > 
they have now one hundred orphans under theit carci, 
and have placed more than one hundred children in eli- 
gible situations, afler eclucatmg them ; many of the latr 
ter promise to be useful to society. If a child be fktber- 
less, motherless, and of legitimate birth, it is welcon\e 
to their Asylum. The c^ldren are clothed, fed, io« 
structed. There is a well-regulated school on the Lan:- 
casterian plan, in a room fifty feet long, within the build- 
ing : there are excellent printed regulations established 
for the management of the orphans : they enjoy reli- 
gious instruction, and under the care of a man and f4i 
wife, both pious characters : the latter are superinten- 
dents under the direction of the Board of ladies, one of 
whom is appointed a weekly visiter at each monfblj 
meeting of the trustees. 

Only one death )ias occurred amdngst the orphaQ9| 
since the commencement of the Institution, ei:cepting in 
cases where they came into the Asylum sktL\ «^\ Vsll 
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such there JiaTe been but few. The ladies have set bo 
limitB to the number to be received : and it has pleased 
God also not to set limits to the means necessary for 
%heir support. The Institution is a great ^rourite with 
the public, and is usually visited by strangers, who are 
delisted with the cleanliness, health, and cheerful coun- 
tenances of the orphans. 

' The Society have received a charter of incorporation 
from the legislature ; they have a handsome seal, with 
this inscription: in as much as te have done it unto 

ONE OF THE LEAST OF THESE, TE HAVE DONE IT UNTO ME. 

For several years it was customary with Mrs. Graham 
to visit the Hospital. Before the erection of the very 
valuable wing of that edifice adapted to the reception of 
deranged persons, and now called ** the Lunatic Asy- 
lum," she paid a particular attention to patients of this 
description. 

One instance is fresh in the recollection of the writer 
of this sketch. A French gentleman of fortune in St 
Domingo, through the fidelity of one of his slaves, es 
caped the general massacre of the white people in his 
neighbourhood by the blacks in 1793. Warned by this 
faithful informer, he fled with his mother, sister, and 
younger brother, on board of a French vessel, whilst 
they were pursued to the beach. They had saved and 
carried with them some of their jewels ; but on their 
Toyage the vessel was captured by a British privateer, 
and carried to Bermuda. From thence they sailed in an 
American vessel for New- York ; but on their passage 
they were plundered by a French privateer. From these 
cruel depredations they saved but a slender amount of 
property for their support in a strange land. This gen- 
tleman now improved those accomplishments which his 
education had bestowed, as means of providing a subsist- 
ence for himself and his dependant relatives. He be 
came a teacher of dancing. In the year 1797 he return- 
ed to St Domingo, and received a commission in the 
British army, then masters of the place. Having recov- 
ered a part of his property, he sold his commission, and 
prepared to return to New-Tork, with a prospect of ren- 
dering his family comfortable. On the day previous to em« 
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barking, * he feD among thicret/ and receired a woinil 
which no Samaritan conld core. A set of gamUcn 
robbed him» b j card-pIi^ing, of all the monej in hia 
possesuon ; his distress and remorM of conscience, were 
too strong for his mind to bear, and he became a maniac. 
In this state he reached New-Tork. He refined to go 
to the Hospital, until Mrs. Graham led him there. She 
had long befriended him and hb fiunilj : he always list* 
ened respectfully to her requests, and she Tisited him 
often. Let the rest of lus tale be told. He escaped 
from the Hospital^ wandered to the southward, and was 
henrd of no more. The remaining part of his fionily, af- 
ter the peace of Amiens, returned to St Domingo, 
where General Le Clerc had led a French army, and 
afterwards, there is every reason to fear, were destroy* 
ed by Christophe, along with many more unhappy Tic* 
tims of the same description. 

Oh Slayeryl thou bitter draught! the oppressor's 
chain becomes, at length, the murderous steel, sharply 
and secretly whetted by the oppressed ! Then there is 
confusion and eveiy evO work. And what shall be said 
of gambling ? There cunning, malice, rage, and mad* 
ness, mingle their horrible expressions. 

To the apartments appropriated to sick female con- 
victs in the State Prison, Mrs. Graham made many vi- 
sits. She met with some affecting circumstances among 
this class. 

In the winter 1807 — 8, when the suspension of com' 
merce by the embaigo, rendered the situation of the 
poor more destitute than ever, Mrs. Graham adopted a 
plan best calculated in her view to detect the idle appli* 
cant for charity, and at the same time to furnish employ- 
ment for the more worthy amongst the female poor. She 
purchased flax, and lent wheels, where applicants had 
none. Such as were industrious, took the work with 
thankfulness, and were paid for it ; those who were beg* 
gars by profession, never kept their word to return fi>r 
the flax or the wheel. The flax thus spun, was aflei:< 
wards wove, bleached, and made into table-clpths and 
towels for fiunily use. 

Mrs. Graham used to remark, that until some Institu- 
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tioii AoqU be ibmed to iunMali-ei^pIo|iiqeat for iodtif- 
tiioiiA poor women, the work «F<3ianty wouU be iocpm- 
plete. It was about this time, that deeming 4he dutie« 
too laborious forlier healtb, she re^p»ed £be ofice of 
First Directress of the WidowsVSocie^, and toolc the 
place of a manager. She afterwards declined this also, 
and became « trustee <if the Orphan vAsjlum Society as 
more suited to her advanced period of life. 

The delicate state of health to which one of her grand- 
daughters was reduced in 1808, made.it necessary for 
her to spend the summer season for fiye succeesiye years 
at Hockaway for the advantage of sea-hathii^. Mrs. 
Granam went with her, it being beneficial to her own 
health also. In this place, she met>with many strangers : 
the company residing there, treated her with much affec- 
tion and respect. She always attended to the worship 
of God morning and evening in her room, and was usu- 
ally accompanied by some of the ladies who boarded in 
the house. Her fund of information, vivacity of man- 
ner, and the interest which she felt in the happiness of 
all around her, made her society highly valued and 
pleasing. Few of those ladies who stayed with her at 
Rockaway, for any length of time, ^led to express, at 
paiting, their esteem for her, and they generally added 
a pressing inyitation for a visit from her, if ever she 
should travel near where they dwelt 

In the year 1810, whilst bathing, she was carried by 
the surf, beyond her depth, and for some time there was 
scarcely a hope of her regaining the shore. Her grand- 
children were weeping on the beach, and the company 
assembled there were afflicted but hopeless ^ectators of 
her danger. At that moment of peril, she prayed to the 
Lord for deliverance^ but acquiesced in his will, if he 
should see gt to take her to himself in this manner. Able 
to $wim a little, she kept herself afloat foir some time : 
she becaoie at length very faint ; and when her friends 
en the beach apprehended her lost, they perceived that 
the craves had impelled her somewhat nearer to them. A 
^ntlefiian present, and her female attendant, stepped into 
the surf, and extending their arms for mutual support, 
one of them was enabled to lay hold of Mrs. Graham's 
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bothkgipnniy ! atkdlto fmll iier ioiraiAillieni. WbMti :tbqr 
brought het ashore, ^e was mich cKbanfted, asul had 
SHtallowed a connderldde qvaBtitjr of imAer. It wal 
soBie hours belfoie ahe jeTived, when ahe addreaaedihe 
company in a vefy aerious and impt easive OBanner, that 
afiactod them to. tears. Her health during the following 
winter was much impaired bj.the shook it hod receired. 

In the year 1811, some gentlemen of New- York .es- 
tablished a Magdalen Soci^y : they elected a Board of 
ladies, requesting their aid to aaperiateod the internal 
management of the Magdalen House. This Beard 
chose Mrs. Graham their presiding lat^, which office 
sheheld until her decease ; the duties attendant on itahe 
discharged witb fidelity and jeeal. In 18 1 2, the trustees 
of the Laneasterian Schocd solicited the attendance of 
seyeral pious ladies, to gire catechetical instruction to 
their scholars, one afternoon in every week : Mrs. Gra- 
ham was one of those who attended .regularly to ibis 
duty. 

During 4he last two years of her life> she found her 
strength inadequate to so extensive a course of visitiog 
the poor, as formerly ; there were some distressed fakni* 
lies^ however, that experienced her kind attention to 
the last. She would occasionally accompany the Rev. 
Sir. Stanford on his vbits to the State Prison, Hospital^ 
and to the Magdalen House. This gentleman is the stated 
preacher, employed by *^ the Society for the auppmt of 
the Gospel among the poor." He devotes bia time to 
preaching in the Alms House, Hospital, State Prison, 
Debtors' Prisgn, &c. with great assiduity and acceptance. 
Mrs. Graham now spent much of her time in berroom, 
devoted to meditation, prayer, and reading the Scrips 
tures ; she seemed to be weaning from earth, and pre- 
paring for heaven. Prayer was that sweet breath of 
her soul which brought stability to her life. Genuine hu- 
mility was obvious in all ber sentiments and deportment. 
Religious friends prized ber conversation, counsel, and 
friendship ; someomes tbey would venture on a compli- 
ment to her superior attainments, but cdways experienced 
a decided rebuke. To her fHend Colonel Ir-^ wbo 
expressed a wish to be such, a charaqter as she was, sb^' 
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qukklj replied, with an air of mingled pleasantly and 
censure, <* Get thee behind me, Satan." To a female 
friend who said, ** If I were only snre at last of being 
admitted to a place at your feet, I should feel happy." 
<< Hush, hush," replied Mrs. Graham, '* there is ONE 
SAVIOUR." Thus she was always careful to giye her 
Divine Redeemer tHe whole glory of her salvation. 

This example of humility, self-denial, and sensibility 
to the imperfection of her conduct, is the more to be va- 
lued, as it is so difficult to be followed. Flattery is too 
commonly practised ; and there is no sufficient guard 
against its dangerous consequences, except a constant and 
humbling recognition of the spirituality of the law ol 
God ; and our lamentable deficiency in fulfilling it. Pride 
was not made for man ; < I have seen an end of all per- 
fection,' said the Psalmist, Vbut thy commandment is ex- 
ceeding broad.' It was by cherislung this sentiment, by 
studying her bible, by searching her heart and its mo-, 
tives, and, above edl, by grace accorded of heaven in an- 
swer to her prayers, that Mrs. Graham was enabled to 
maintain such a meekness of spirit, such an uniformity 
of Christian character, throughout her life. May all who 
read her history, be directed to the same sources of true 
peace and genuine happiness ! 

In the spring of 1814 she was requested to unite with 
some ladies, in forming a Society for the promotion of 
Industry amongst the poor As this was the last act in 
which she appeared before £he public, and because some 
acqui^intance with the design of this Institution may 

?rove useful in exciting others to similar exertions, the 
etition sent to the Corporation of New- York wiH be 
given here at full length, as it appeared in the publica- 
tions of the Society. 

** To the Honourabie the Jlloyor and Common Council of the city q/* 

MuhYork, 

" We, whose names are subscribed, heg lea?e ren)ectfall7 to address 
TOOv on a subject which has eogapd our attention. Notwithstacdiiij§^ the 
large amount of money expiBQCted by pri?ate benevolence for the relief of 
the indigent, it is a cause of regret that such relief is qf so limited a cha- 
racter ; cast as it were into a troubled sea, it sinks to rise no more. Could 
m fair proportion oi the money indefinitely expended on the poor, be placed 
under the care of an Institution, which should use it to stunulate indus- 
tiy, by providing work £ar the indigent vayii^ tbem only fte their labour; 
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that proporticn woald be diracted to llife niott benefioent paipote. Such 
ft coaiw would eDcoaiftge induitrioaa Imbiti, do ftwaj me oeceintf of 
begging, end foeter lelf-reapect, io the honest poor. 

** Sttch an Institotion, we tntit, ^qor Honourable Bod/ will deem wor- 
Hij of public patronage ; we are willing and deiinxif to topport it bf oat 
personal exertions, according to a plan which we now respectfully submit 
to your examination. A House or Industry forms a principal feature of 
Ihis plan. Should your Honourable Body so far patronize us as toassign 
usa building for that purpose, we shall commence the Work, tnistiog to 
the benevolence and oiscemment of our citizens. 

'* The admonition of holy writ, * orach food is in &e tillage of the poor, 
but there is that is destrqred for want of judgment,* we feel as a strong 
incitement to render the mdustr^ of the poor useful to themselves and to 
the community. Without the aid now resfiectfully solicited, the attempt 
would on our pert be hosardous and inefficient Our seal to promote an 
Institution, having this object in view, must be our excuse for addressing 
ourselves to the guardians and rulers of the citv." 

Hut Petition vku tigned by eU^out thirty laaies. 

The Corporation haring returned a ^oarable answer, 
and provided a house, a meeting of the Society was held, 
and Mrs. Graham once more was called to the chair. It 

a 

was the last time she was to preside at the formation of 
a new Societj. Her articulation, once strong and clear, 
was now observed to have become more feeble. The 
ladies present listened to her with affectionate attention ; 
her voice broke upon the ear as a pleasant sound that 
was passing away. She consented to have her name in- 
serted in the list of managers, to give what assistance her 
age wonld permit in forwarding so beneficent a work* 
Although it pleased God to make her cease from her la- 
bours^ before the House of Industry was opened, yet the 
work was carried on by others, and prospered. Between 
four and five hundred women were employed and paid 
during the following winter. The Corporation declared 
In strong terms their approbation of the result, and en* 
larged £eir donation, with a view to promote the same 
undertaking for the succeeding winter. 

In the month of Biay 18 14, a Report was received 
from Mr. S. P — , of Bristol, in England, of the Society 
for establishing Advlt Sckooli. Mrs. Graham was so 
delisted with a perusal of it, as immediately to under^ 
take the formation of such a school in the village of 
Greenwich. She called on the young people who were 
at work in some neighbouring manufactories, and re- 
quested them to attend her for this purpose every Sab^ 
bath morning at eight o'clock Tbu in«& Ys^V ^^ ^b»^ 
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her decease, as ft Sunday School,- and consisted of near- 
ly eighty scholars. She was translated from this work 
<M faith OB eartib, to ei^a^ in the suhlimer work of 
praise in heaven. 

For some weeks previous to her last illness, she was 
favoured with unusual health, and much enjoyment of 
religion : she appeared to have sweet exercises and com- 
munion in attending on all God's ordinances and appoint- 
ed means of grace. 

She was greatly refreshed in spirit by the success of 
Missionary and Bible Societies. She used to speak with 
much affection of Mr. Gordon, Mr. Lee, and Mr. May, 
with whom she had been acquainted when in New- York, 
on their way to missionary stations in India. For Mr. 
Robert Morrison, whom she had seen in 1 807, on his way 
to China, she entertained a very high regard. She was 
much pleased with the solid talents, ardent piety, and 
persevering zeal which she discerned in his character. 

Mrs. Graham was very partial to the Works of Dr. John 
Owen, the Rev. William Romaine, and John Newton', 
and read them with pleasure and profit. One day she 
reiiiarked to Mr. B-«-, that she preferred the ancient 
writers on Theology, to the modern, because they dealt 
more in Italics. *' Dear mother," he replied, " what 
religion can there be in Italics ?" ** You know," said 
she, ** that old writers expected credit for the doctrines 
they taught, by proving them from the word of God, to 
be correct : they inserted the Scripture passages in Italics, 
and their works have been sometimes one half in Italics. 
Modem writers on Theology, on the contrary, give us a 
long train of reasoning, to persuade us to their opinions, 
but very little in Italics." This remark of her's has great 
force, and may be worthy of sober reflection by those 
w^o write, and those who read on Theological subjects. 

On the two Sabbath days preceding her illness, she 
partoodc of the communion, and was consequently much 
engaged in relif^oos exercises. The last meditation she 
ever wrote, was on Sabbath aflemoon the 17th July, 
1814 ; it closes with the following Itnes : '« I ate the 
bsead, and drank the wine» in the fiaih that 1 ate theilesb, 
and drank the blood of the Son of Man, and dwelt in him, 
and he in me ; took a close jAaw of waj famifiar friend 



Death, accompanied mth the presence of iajr Safioor ; 
his sensiBie presence. I cannot look at U wifhout this. 
It is my only petition concerning it I have had desires 
and wishes of certain circumstances, bat they are nearly 
gone: It is my sincere' desire that God may be glorified ; 
and He knows best how, and by what circnmstances. I 
retain my one petition : 

** Only to me thr coant^ance Asm, 
I Mk BO more tiie Jordan through.** 

Thus she arose from her Master's table, was called 
to gird on her armour for a combat nith the King of 
Terrors, smd came off more than conqueror dirough 
Him who loved her. 

On Tuesday, the 19th of July, she complained of 
not feeling well, and kept her room ; on Thursday her 
disorder proved to be a cholera moib^s, and her chii* 
dren sent for a physician. She said this attack was 
slighter than in former seasozis. On Saturday, how* 
ever, she requested that Mrs. Chrystie might be seat 
for ; this alarmed* Mrs. B — , knowing there existed an 
understanding between ^ose two friends, that one 
should attend the dying-bed of the other : Mrs. Chrystie 
was a very dear friend of Mrs. Gndiam. For upwards 
of twenty-four years they had loved each other, feeling 
reciprocal sympathy in their joys and their soitows : 
the hope of feith was the consolation of both, and often- 
times it had been their delightful employment to inter- 
change their expressions of affection towards Him, 
^ whom having not seen, they loved, and in whom, 
though they saw him not, yet believing on him, they re- 
joiced with joy unspeakable and full of ^ory*' On Mrs. 
Chrystie's entering the chamber of her friend, Mrs. 
Graham welcomed her with a sweet expressive smile, 
seeming to say, *' I am gmng to get the start of you, 
1 am cabled home before you ; it will be your office to 
fulfil our engagement.*' When she sat by her bed- 
side, Mrs. Grsdiom said, *^ your face is very pleasant to 
me, my friend." During Saturday night a lethargy ap- 
peared to be overpowering her frame. On Sabbath 
mprhing she was disposed to c^stant slumber ; ob- 
serving Mr. B-— , looking at her #ith i^tatlpn, she 
was roused from her heaviness, and «>Vc^\i^\QKi<^ Wt. 
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amis towBidii hioiy and embraciBg hhn, she said, <^ mj 
d€ar» de^r 9pQ^ I am goiog to leave you« I am going 
to my Saviour.'' " I know," he replied, "that when 
you do go £N>m us, it will be to the Saviour ; but my 
dearmiDther, it may not be the* Lord's time now to 
call you to himself." " Tes," said she, *< now is the 
time, and Oh I I could weep for sin." Her words were 
accompanied- with her tears. '' Have you any doubts 
then, my dear friend ?" asked Mrs. Chrystie. ** Oh no," 
replied Mrs. Graham ^ and looking at Mr. and Mrsv 
B— , as they wept, *^ my dear children, I have no more 
doubt of going to my Saviour, than if I were already 
in his arms ; my guilt is all transferred ; he has cancel- 
led all I owed. Yet I could weep for sins against so 
ffood a God : it seems to me as if tiiere must be weep- 
ing even in heaven for sin." After this, she entered 
into conversation with her friends, mentioning portions 
of scripture, and &vourite hymns which had been sub- 
jects of much comfortable exercise of .mind to her. 
Some of these she had transcribed into a little book, 
calling them her victuals prepared for crossing over 
Jordan: she committed them to memory, and often 
called them to rememhraneey ae her songs in the mighty 
^when sleep had deserted her. She then got Mr. B-— 
to read to her some of these portions, especially the 
eighty-second hymn of the t^rd book of Newton's 
hymns, beginning thus : 

Let us lore, and nngv and wonder ; ' 

Let 08 praiie the SaTiow's name ! j 

He has hiuh*d the law*s loud thunder ; j 

He has quenchM Bfount Sinai's flame ; 
He hM wash*d as with his blood ; 
He has brought us nigh to God. 

Mrs. Graham then fell asleep, nor did she awaken until 
the voice of the Rev. Dr. Mason roused her. They had 
a very affectionate interview, which he has partly des- 
cribed in the excellent sermon he delivered after her de* 
cease. She expressed to him her hope, as founded alto- 
gether on the redemption that h in Jesus Christ. Were 
she left to depend on the merit of the best action she had 
ever performed, that would be only a source of despair. 
She repeated to him, as her view of salvation, the 
fourth verse of the hymn already quoted : 
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Let US wonder,^{pnu» aiidJQatic<^ 

Join, and point at mercy'fl afore ; 
When thro^ ^race in Christ oar trittt 4|^ * 
Justice smiles, and asks no more : 
He who waah*d us with his bloo<!« 
Has secured our wajr to Cod. 

Having asked Dr. Mason to pray with her, be inquired 
if there was any. particular request she had to msJce of 
God, hy him ; she replied, that <xod would direct : then 
as he kneeled, she put up her hands, and raising her 
eyes towards; heaven, hreadied this short, hut expressive 
petition, << Lord, lead thy servant in prayer.'' 

After Dr. Mason had taken his leave, she again fell into 
a deep sleep. Her physicians still express^ a hope of 
her recovery as her pulse was regular, and the violenc# 
of her disease had ahated. One of thein, however^ de- 
clared his opinion, that his poor drugs woaldprove ef 
little avail against her pwn ardent prayers to. depart, 
and he with Christ, which was far better for her than a 
return to a dying world. 

On Monday the. Rev. Mr. Rowan prayed with her, 
and tq him she expressed also the tmq«uUil^ of ^er 
mind, apd the steadfastness of her hope,, thrtv^g^ Christ, 
of eternal felicity. 

Her lethal^ increased ; at intervals from al^nepyshe 
Would, occasioi^ly assure her daughter, Mra» B — , that 
all was well ; and when she could rouse her/Ke)f only to 
say one word at a time, that one word, accompsunied 
wiith asmile, was << Peace;" From her, there: wa9 a pe- 
culiai* emphasis in this expression of the state of her 
mind ; * Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto 
you,' had been a favourite portion of scripture with her, 
and a promise, the fulfilment of which was her earnest 
prayer to the God who made it. She also occasionally 
asked Mr. B— - to pray with her, even when she could 
only articulate, as she looked at him, 'VPray." She 
was now surrounded .by many of her dear Christian 
friends, who watched her dying-bed with flection and 
solicitude. On Tuesday afternoon she slept with httle 
intermission. This, said Dr. Mason, may be truly call* 
ed ** fidhng asleep in Jesus." It was remarked by those 
who attended her, that all terror was taken away^ «ssA< 
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that death seemed bere as an entrance into Hfe^ Hei 
coontenance jvis placidf and looked younger than before 
her Ulness. 

At a quarter past twelve o'clock, being the mominr 
of the 37th of July, 1814, without a struggle or a groan, 
her spirit wingied its fli^t from a mansion of clay to 
■the realms of ^orv, whilst around the precious rem- 
nant crif earth, her nmily and friends stood weeping, yet 
efevited by the scene they were witnessing, ^er a 
sOence of diany minutes, they kneeled by her bed, ador- 
ed the goodness and the grace of 6od towards his depart- 
ed dtMi and imptiored the divine Messing on both the 
Imnches of her fifmily, as well as on all the Israel of God. 
* Thus she departed in peace, hot trusting in her wis- 
dim or virtue, like the Philosophers of Greece and 
Done ; not even like Addison, caUing on the profligate 
to se^ ft goodman die ; bat like Howard, afraid that 
her gbod worics might have a vnroi^ place in the esti- 
mate of her hope, her chief glorf was that of *' a sin- 
ner sated by gracc.*^ 

After such examples, who will dare to charge the 
AoctHnes of the oross of Christ with licentiousness ? 
Here were two instances of persons, to whose good 
n^orks the wertd have cheerfully borne testimony, who 
Hved «nd died in the profession of these doctrines, ft 
was fidth that first purified their hearts j and so the stream 
'of action from ' thme fountains became pure also. Had 
not Ciirist died) and risen again, all the powers of mnn 
coulduever have produced such lives of benevolence, nor 
% death so futt of totttrition, yet so emb^mcd with hope« 
* Halleltrjah : unto Him who loved us, and washed us 
frmn our sjns in his own blbod, and hath made us kings 
^d priests unto God and his Father : to him be glory 
and dominion for ever and evet. ' Amen.'* 

Mrs. Graham's death created a sti^oug sensation in 
the public mind. Bevend cler^^n^en of New- York 
^nade this event the iul:ject of their discourses ; and in 
Ihe annual Reports of midiy charitable institutions, an 
^ctionaite tribute of respect was pud to her memory. 
^wo 9f tiie c^ef iBMigistrates <rf the city, said to Mr. 
•y thai tliey tottsidtred the death of Mrs. Cfraham 

« Tbi$ was I|ovrwd*s epitaph, 4ictitt#d by himMlfi 
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its a public lo89« The Rev. Dr. Mason was requested 
to preach a sermon on this occasion. How abfy he exe- 
cuted this trust, is well known to the public. The hymn 
she quoted to him was sung after the sermon.* 

At the weekly Prayer Meetiqg which she usually at- 
tended, the circumstances of her death were made 
subjects of improvement. On the 16th of July she 
was a worshipper with her brethren and sisters tiiet0, 
and on the evening of the 30th, they were called to coa- 
sider her by faith as in the immediate presence of her 
God, among ' the spirits of the Just made perfect* 

The services of that evening were closed with a hymii 
from DobelPs collection, which being descriptive of her 
happy change, shall be given here at length, as a pro* 
per conclusion of this imperfect sketch of her lif . 

*Tis fiiHSh*(i ! Ibe conflict ifl past, 

The heav*B bora spirit is M ; 
Her wish is aocomplish'd at last, 

And now she*8 «;atoaib*d with the dea^ 

The months oT aflljctioo are o^er, 

The days and the nights of distress, 
We seer her io an^ph no toon — 

She*s gained her happy release. 

No sickCieSB, or sorrow, or paiji^ 

Shall ever disquiet her now ; 
For death to her spirit waa gain. 

Since Christ was her lite when beknn 

Her soul has now taken its flight 

To mansions of GI017 above, 
To minffle with angels of light, ' 

And dwell in the kingdom of ]ov«. 

The victory now is obtainM ; 

She's gone her dear Saviou); to see | 
Her wishes she fully has gain'd— 

She*s now where she longed to be. 

The coffin, the shroud, and the grave, 

To her were no objects of dcead ; 
On Him who is migbly to save. 

Her soul was witlr confidence stayed- 
Then let OS forbear to complain, 

Tlmt ilie is DOW font from our flight 11 
We soon shall behold her .again, 
' With new and i«dotlbIed delight 

« * * ■ 

• The perusal of this sermon has already lad to Aft MhtAumAot 
two rpspectablfi Orphan Sooietiet, and of cm Adult Sohapl in t|M yn|la k 

States. 
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Edinburgh, March, 1789. 
Jeremiah zlix. IL 

X HE Lord*8 promise, which be made to me in the dajcf 
of mj widowhood, and which I have made the sabjc^cl 
of my prayers from day to dav, taking the words in a 
spiritud sense ; the Lord has done wonders for me and 
tnine, since the day I was left a widow with three or- 
phans, and the fourth not bom, in a strange land, without 
money, at a distance from friends ; or rather, without 
friends. Hitherto, he has supplied all my wants, and 
laid to hand every necessary, and many comforts ; sup* 

Sorting character and credit ; making way for me through 
e wilderness, pointing out my path, and settling the 
bounds of my habitation. 

For all tnese blessings, I desire to be thankful and 
grateful to the God of providence, whose is the earthy 
and the fulness thereof: but these I cannot take as the 
substance of the promise ; neither have they been the 
matter of my prayers. The salvation and the life 1 
have wrestled for, is that which Christ died to purchase, 
and lives to bestow ; even spiritual life, and salvation 
from sin. My God knows I have held fast this view of 
the words, seeking first the kingdom of God for my 
children, leaving temporals to be given or withheld, as 
may best suit with the conversion and sanctification of 
their souls. I have not asked for them health, beauty, 
riches, honours, nor temporal life ; God knows what 
share of these consists with their better interests ; let 
him give or withhold accordingly. One thing 1 have 
asked of the Lord, one thing only, and will persist in 
asking, and will bang upon him for, trust in him for, and 
for which I think I have his promise, even tike life of 
their and nur souL 1 Thes. v« 23. is my petition for me 
and mine, zAih my anchor of hope, preceded by Jere* 



Edinburffi, Mmrth 17, 178#. 

This day, from tftie head of ^t own taMe, did the 
Lord bj his senrimty Mr. R — , proelaim fait name the I 
AM, and called on me to write nnder what I woaid, ibr 
time and eternity; My aoid fjetjoicea that God is, and 
that he is what he as ; nothing l^sa than himself can con« 
tent me, nothing more do I desire. 

This great I AM is my |)ortion — ^what can I ask be- 
side ? He hath opened my eyes to see Us excellency ; 
he hath determined my will, to choose him for my por- 
tion« He hath arranged, and set in order, a rich testoment . 
sealed by the blood of hia own Son, confdming.eyery Uesso i 
ing for time and for eternity. All my heart's desire is ; 
there promised, and £iith giren to betieye theve ahaU be . 
a fall performance. What haye 1 to say then, but Amen, ' 
do as thou hast said ? Father, glorify uy name. Xhou 
hast said, * then will I sprinkle dean water upon yon, 
and ye shall be clean ; from all your filthiness, and from 
all your idols will I cleanse you. A neWiheartabo.wiUI 
give you, and a new spirit will I put wiUun you ; .and 4 
will take Away the stooy heart out of your nesh, and I 
will giye you an heart of flesh ; and 1 will put my spirit . 
within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye 
shall keep my judginenta and do them. And ye shall 
d#ell in the land that I gave to your &th«rs \ tf)i^ ye 
shall be my people, and I will be your Ood.' Asaeft, 
Lord, do as thou hast said. Behold, I take hold ^f Uiy 
coyenant for myself and for my children. It is well or* 
dered in all things, and it is sure. My heart accords to > 
every part of it. Wilt thou guide us by thy counsel i 
while we live, and afterwards receive us .to thy g^ory ? 
Amen, and amen — do as thou hast said. 

If we forsake thy laws, and go astray ; if we depart, 
from thee, and break thy commaxiifments, wilt thou visit- 
our faults with rods, and our sios with chastisements ? 
Blessed promise, Amen, Lord, do as thou bast said : see- 
iag thy loving idndness is secured to us, i^d thou wilt ' 
not cast UB off from being thy people, nor alter tiiiat which 
thou hast spoken ; wilt Uiou keep us as the apple of thine 
eye ? wilt thou cover us with the shadow of thy wing f 
Art thott my husband ? art thou the father of my iath&t- 

E2 
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lesi drildrea? wilt thdu he the stay of these orpnaas, 
and their aod my shield in a strange land ? wilt thou per- 
fect what concerns Qs ? wilt thoa«care fi>r us ? • wilt thou 
fMiMr ieova t«a, ntvtr fanake U9-? in the valley of the 
shadow* of death, shaH thy lN>d and staff support us? 
what can thy servant say, hut Amen, do^as thou hast 
said! 

JieW'Yorky Aitgust 26, 1790. 
Ra^Dtiro oyer my former experience, has a little re 
vived this cold heart. Strange things hast thou done for 
me and mine. Thou hast said again and again, < trust 
n^ ia.man:' yet, O my idolatrous heart will hug my 
friends'to-my hurtt Thou hast seen it necessary to let 
me see how-easy > it is with thee to blast the brightest 
hopes and fairest prospects : thou hast showed me that 
fadier and -^mother may forsake ; and even friends in 
Christ stand aloof. Glory to- thy name, thou hast also 
confirmed a consequent hope ; the Lopd has taken me 
up.' Thou knowest my castings down, and lifting up. 
The world would not believe me, were I to.teE ihem 
^stately steps thou haai taken for. my reliefs 
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Aw^YorA;, JIfay 20, 1791. 

This day my only son left me in bitter wringings ol- 
hetirt : he is again launched on the ocean : God^s ocean. 
The Lord saved him from shipwreck, bade the waves 
spare : he brought him to my home, and allowed me once 
more to indulge my yearning of bowels over him. Short 
has been the time he has been with me, and ill: have J 
improved.it: he is gone frommy sights and. my heart 
bursts with tumultuous grief.' Lord have mercy on the 
widow's son — •'the only son of his mother, and she a 
widow.* 

I ask' nothing in all this world for him: I repeat my 
petition ; save his soul alive : give him salvation from sin. 
It is not the danger *of the seas that distresses me ; it is 
notifan^ hardships he must undergo ; it is not the dread 
of never seeing hiib more in this world : it is 'because I 
cannot discern the fulfilment of the promisie in him. 1. 
;aniot discern the new birth nor its fruits,- but every 
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4iymptDm of captivity to Satsm, the world, and setf^wiB. 
This, O this, is what distresses me :^and in 'connexioD 
with this, his being shut out from ordinances at a distance 
fmm Christians ; shut up with those who forg^ God^ 
profime his name, and break his Sabbaths, and has chosen 
his lot among a class of men^ who often live and die like 
beasts ; yet are accountable creatures, who must answer 
for every moment of time, and every word, thoQ^t, and 
action. O Lord, many wonders hast thou shown me ; thy 
ways of dealing with me and mine have not beencom* 
mbnones — add this wonder to the rest. Call, convert, 
regenerate, and establish a sailor in the faith. Lord, all 
things are possible with thee : glorify thy Son, and ex* 
tend his kingdom by sea and land ; tiike the prey from 
the strong. I roll him over upon thee. Many friends 
tpy to comfort me ; miserable comforter^ are they all. 
Thou art the God of consolation ; only confirm to me 
thy gracious word, on which thou causedst me to hope« 
in the day when -thou saidsitome, > Leave thy £ither 
less children, I will preserve them alive.' Only let this 
life be a spiritual hfe, and I put « blank in thy hand as' 
to all temporal things. 

' I wait for thy salvation.' Amen. 

New^York, August \S, 1191. 
Thus far the Lord hath tried me, and kept me to'my 
choice. This night I have tidings through a letter to Dr^ 
M. that my son has been seized by the press-gang. 
Through God's help he escaped with his skin ; but all 1:^ 
assortment of necessaries that his sisters and I made up^ 
with soinuch care, labour, and expense, they havecarried 
off, and he is once more left. naked. Satan, and a cor- 
rupt heart, unite in tempting me to fret. Dare I utter a 
word, or harbour a murmuring thought ? Would I with- 
draw the blank I have put into the -Redeemer's hand ? 
Has he not hitherto done all things well ? Have not my 
own afflictions been my greatest blessings ? Have not I 
askttd«^£)r my children their mother's portion ? Has not 
God chiefly made use of afflictions as means of hedging^ 
me in^ and shutting me up to my choice of thi» 'portion, 
;as well a& showing me that He is a sufficifQUt ^^^^^si^VS^- 
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oilt anj other ? When matteit have been at the wont 
with me as to this worli, my txitimphB in mjr God have 
been highest, and prospects for etenhj tnightest. 

Has ttie Lord given me in some measure victory orev 
the world ? Do its honours, riches, show, and gaady 
splendours, appear to me empty and vain, and not wor& 
an anxious thought ? Does provision of food and raiment 
by the way throu^ this wilderness, seem all that is ne- 
cessary ? And is it my wish, as we)l as form of prayer, that 
the Lord may give that in kind and degree, as he sees 
fittest for me ? And shall I covet that for my child which 
1 despise for myself? Alas ! Lord, it isl>ecause he feeds 
not on better things, and sonietimes I fear he has no bet- 
ter portion. Still, still foolish. Was it when I was full, or 
in want that I returned to my heavenly Father ? Do I de- 
sire, have I asked and persisted in asking for my chil- 
dren, salvation from sin and sdf ? Do I anxiously wish 
them to reach and to surpass my present measure of 
sulmiission and re^gnation to thy wilI-<-to enjoy God in 
aH things, and nothing without lum ? And shall I, dare I, 
fret when I see the Lord making use of the same means 
which first brought me to myself, and recovered me also 
from numberless backslidings since I first tasted the 
blessedness of his chosen ? 

Lord, I renew my blank. I afresh roll them all over 
upon thee. I will try to look on, in the faith that all 
things shall work together for good to their souls ; and 
that Lshall yet see the day, or if I see it not, that it will- 
come, when they shall bow at thy footstool ; sink into 
the open arms of thy mercy in Christ ; melted down in 
holy, humble, acquiescing, cordial submission to thy se- 
verest dealings with them ; when thou shak put a new 
song into their mouths ^^^^d they shall sing as I do now, 
< It hath been very good for me that I have been afflict^ 
ed.* * I wait for tiby salvation.' Amen. 

J^erv-Yorkf Septendf€f^ 1791. 

Manv have been my bnrdens of late ;. strangers laid 

upon me to provide for, even when I thoc^t I had not 

sufficient to give io all tiieir due, and to provide for my 

own fiuBuly. But what is that tome ) the Lord increaves 
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business, kys more largely to himd, bears me and my 
burdens, protidied for me and strangers. Lord, it is all 
well : giye when thou wilt, and call for it again, when 
and for what purpose thou wilt, it is thine own. I am 
thine, and all that thou givest me is thine ; the world 
calls it mine, but I call it thine. If it be thy will, lead 
me in a plain path, or if thou lead me by a way which 
I know not, hold up my goings, so shall I be in peace 
and safety stilL Amen. 

Mw'York, October 10, 1791. 

This day, did the Lord's sent servant, in a solemn 
manner, take us all to witness, and call in the witness of 
angels, that we had once more avouched ourselves to 
be the Lord's ; and that once more, Christ and his sal- 
vation had been offered to all within the walls. This 
same day, for the second time, have my two daughters 
sat down at the Redeemer's table, among his professing 
people ; and I have reason to think, given their hearty 
assent to his covenant. 

Glory ! Glory ! Glory ! to the hearer of prayer. I 
have cast my fatherless children on the Lord, and he has- 
begun to make good my confidence. One things one 
only thing, have I asked for them, leaving every thing, 
else to be bestowed or withheld, as consisting with that : 
I seek for my four children and myself, fi^t of all the 
kingdom of God, 

My God from day to day adds many other comforts, 
and strengthens my hopes by promising appearances, 
that the grain of mustard seed is sown in the hearts of my 
three daughters. They have joined themselves to the 
people of God, and I have reason to think the Lord has 
ratified their surrender of themselves to him ; he has 
made them willing for the time, and he will hedge them 
in to the choice they have mad^. 

Saturday, Sept. 1791. The Lord inade me a grand- 
mother, assisted^ my poor weakly ^rl in child-bearing, 
and gave a son to her and my arms. ' There was joy 
that a man child was born into the world,' and accord* 
ipg to thy word, ' she remembered no more.hec ^ala.' 

Thanks be to God for this salvatiou \ \s^y\jSsA^ *^^ 
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is but a small thiag with thee. Look, O look, on this 
twig from a guilty stock ; poor, helpless, feeble crea- 
ture, it can do nothing for its body, and still less for its 
soul. O God of ikt spirits of allJUsh^ give it a plunge in 
the blood of Jisnii^— cleanse, O cleanse himfrorh original 
nn, and now, eren now, in thy own sovereign and mys- 
terious way, sow the grain of ffVistard seed in his soul. 

NeW'York^ Jan. 20, 1792. 

This day our worthy pastor preached from Revela 
tions, xiv. 4. * These are they who fbllow the Lamb 
whithersoever he goeth ; these are redeemed from among 
men, being the first fruits unto God, and to the I^mb : 
and in their mouth was found no guile, for they ar^ with- 
out fault before God.' The one hundred and fcvrty-four 
thousand on Mount Zion around the Lamb, having their 
Father's name written on their foreheads. A goodly 
number. The people of Qod redeemed from among 
men, and distinguished frooi the world by the image of 
God sthm'pt upon their souls^ by the Spirit of God dwell- 
ing in and operating on their hearts, and this distln^ 
guishable by the effect it produces on their lives and 
conversation. 

* They follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth.' The 
Lamb is their leader, and they, keep him ever in their 
view ; the world, the men Of the worlds live to and for 
the world. 

** Some walk in hoiiottr*! gaudy dbtoie, 

Some diz for p^lden ore, 
They (oil wr heirs, they knovr not who, 

And stnug:ht an •»•» ao nore.** 



These are their chief objects, which they hunt through 
life,^ unmindful of the Gospel call, of the offered salva- 
tion, >of the remonstrances of God in his word, providen- 
ces, and by his sent servants, till they drop, oh where ! 
into the pit of the beast, the prince of this world, whose 
mark is in their foreheads, his image ripened in their 
souls, and visible in their lives and conversations. The 
followers of the Lamb shall share with him in his glory ; 
the followers of the beast shall share with him in the 
wine of God's wratb, poure4 ovit without mixture into 
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the ciip of his indigimtioii, and be tormented 097 aoA 
night with fire, in the presence of the Lamb and his holy 
angels ; and the smoke of their torment ascendeth up 
dfl^ and night, who worship the Wast, and receive the 
mark of his name. Why dp I start, why do I stagger at 
the divine declsuration ? The Jud^ of all the earth, yea, 
of Heaven and iHell, and all worlds, shall do right, yet 
shall be do this. Mercy as well as judgment is, was, 
and ever shall be around his throne, yet shall he do tl^is. 
Goodness and mercy are iiis darling attributes : He is 
* the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long sufifering, 
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin. 
Yet will he do this, lor he will hy no mtaris clear the guiU 
ty. Vengeance shall be taken on every sin, not one 
shall pass unpunished : yet these hundred and forty-four 
thousand were sinners of Adam^s race, vfith corrupt 
hearts breaking out into guilty words and doedsjliko' 
mine, every one, the least of them, justly condemning 
the sinner to these dreadful torments. Yet are they afi 
around the Lamb, rejoicing in his presence, and beauti* 
fied with his likeness. Blessed Lamb of God! thou art 
worthy, thou hast loosed the seals, and unravelled the 
mystery how vengeance can be taken on sin, and mercy 
embrace the sinner. Thou wast tkfi ram caught in the 
thicket! the Father, the Judge called, * spare, I have 
found a ransom ;^ the Spn called spare, Ip, I come * to 
lay down my own life for the sheep !' The Messed Spirit 
called spare, * I will create a new heart,, and renew a 
right spirit within them!' Throu^ the mysterious in- 
carnation, life, and death, of our glorious Redeemer, Son 
of God, and Son of man, he lia£h redeemed, sanctified, 
perfected all around the throne ; and there are now a 
goodly number who are on the way, bearing their cross 
after him. 

They have embraced his offered mercy ; they have 
taken hold of God's covenant just as it stands, 7)t;e// ordered 
in all thingt and sure, Christ himself the sum and sub- 
stance of it s he is their wisdom, righteousness, sanctifica- 
tion, and redemption. Justifying righteousness he wrought 
out for them by his perfect, personal obedience \ A!bL^xt 
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don is going on by means of his apgeinting^ 
eyen by his word, by Ms sent servants, by the operations 
of his Spirit in their hearts, and by bis external provi * 
dences, vdi^ereby he brings about such a train of cir- 
cumstances in their lot, as breaks the force of corrup- 
tion, mortifies pride, loosens their attachment to the 
world, endears himself to the^m, and by degrees wins 
their entire confidence and consent to let him do all for 
them, and all in them ; and then, and not dil then, he is 
all to them. 

Oh ! what is this world and its empty baubles. Lord, 

* lift on me the light of thy countenance !* Oh let me 
never lose sight of thee ; set me as a seal upon thine 
arm, and let me lean upon thy bosom. 

What a mystery am I to myself ! I know all these 

delists — what it is to be in the banqueting house of 

my Beloved* and < to sit under his banner with delight,* to 

. be satisfied, to be more than satisfied, to be alpfiost 

* sick of love,' so as to look down on all created enjoy- 
ments with contempt } yea, have I wished to die, to be 
delivered from them : and yet when engaged in the ne- 
cesary business o/the world, daily and hourly become a 
prey to its anxieties. I am elated, disappointed, fret- 
ted like those who have no other portion, and neglect, 
shamefully neglect, the means by which God conveys to 
.pay heart those dear cordials and tastes of his love, 
which, when I enjoy, I would never wish to part with, 
but which I lose through indolence, unwatchfulness, or 
t know not what, and when gone, neglect the means to 
recover. Qh what a strange, inconsistent, contradictory 
being, is a half sanctified Christian ! 

New-York, 1793. 
Blessed Lord, thou hast to the praise of thy grace, 
given me the heritage of them that fear thy name ; 
thou hast prepared my heart to pray, and inclined thine 
ear to hear : thou hast drawn me into thy fold, and hast 
fed me in thy green pastures. I rejoice in Israel's 
Shepherd; nojt one of his flock can be lost. Often have 
I wandered from his presence, and sought pasture amopg 
the swine, but voj Snepherd has ever drawn or driven 



me boclc- He has a rod, and I bare felt it ; bat I blest 
the ha&d, and kisa the rod. 

O how wQiiderfal, to look back and see ^^ all the way 
Iff which he ha9 led me, to proyeoDe, to trj me, to show 
me what was in my heart, that he might do me got>d at 
my latter end." 

Amea, my God, I leare myself in thy hands. 
. I should lose myself ; but thou wilt keep me from 
foes without, aod foes within. What then have I to 
carefer? ]|tfy Shepherd pares for all : He slumbers not, 
nor sleeps, a^d be will perfect what concerns me ; of 
this I am as sure as that I now write it. 

But, O my God ! wilt thou not take my orphans ako, 
Lord ! care not only for me, but mine : bring' them also 
within this door. < Compel fhem to come in.' Oh i 
let me see them hungering after these green pastures. 
Ohl let me see them brought off from husks, and 
brought back to their Father's house. 

The ineans are thine, the work thine, the glory be 
thine. I leave my &tberless children on thee, save 
tbeni dive, as thou hast said.. Amen. 

< The law of thy mouth is better unto me than gold 
and silver. O how I love thy law, it is my meditation 
all the day. Thou, through thy commandmients, (or 
the whole of thy truth,) hast maide me wiser than my 
teachers. The law of God makes the simple wise* 
How sweet are thy words unto my taste, yea, sweeter 
than honey to my mouth. Through thy precepts I get 
understanding, therefore I hate every false way.' * Thy 
word is A lamp unto my feet, and a Ught unto my path. 
O how safe, how happy are they who are taught by 
the word of God ! ' Blessed art thou, Simon Bar- 
jona, for flesh and blood hath not taught thee this, 
but my Father who is in heaven.' Q my children ! en- 
rich your minds with a full acquaintance with the wor^'. 
of God, lay it up in your memories, when you ca» 
do nothing more ; be assured, if ever you are mad|) 
wise unto salvation, it must be by this word ; if ever 
you are taught of God, he will teach you by the words 
contained in the Bible. < Search the Scriptures, for they 
af^e they which testify of me;' search the Scriptures^ 

F 
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* 

for in them are contained the words of eternal life. 
* Be followers of them, who through faith and patience 
now inherit the promises.' Holy Dayid went forward, 
heayenward, imprdving in the knowledge of God, of 
himself, and of God's plan of salration for ruined sin- 
ners, hy studying the word, the works, and providences 
of God, but chiefly the word of God ; praying for, 
watchii^ for, the influences of God's Spiiit on his judg- 
ment and thinking powers : it was by this that he became 
wiser than his teachers. He was a king, and had the 
cares of the nation to occupy his mind ; he wa9 a man 
of war, and bad that art to study. But, O the ^ivi- 
lege of the Christian ! he goes through every part even 
of his earthly way, leaning upon his God. David could 
Mjj even of war, < The Lord teaches my hands to 
war, and my fingers to fight.' * The Lord subdues the 
people under me.' In temporals and in spirituals. He is 
mj shield, my strength, my buckler, my strong tower 

I shall not fear what man can do unto tne.' * In Ju- 
dah's land, God is well known ; there he brake the spear, 
the bow, and the battle.' He ascribes all to God. We 
hear nothing of his own wisdom, his disciplined armies, 
his order of battle, and warlike powers, though atten- 
tion to all these was his duty, and not neglected by him. 
He devoted all his naturd Uilents to God ; he exercised 
them diligently, but still he knew and acted under the 
influence of that knowledge, that * unless the Lord build 
the house, the builders lose their pains ; unless the 
Lord keep the city, the watchmen "watch in vain.' He, 
as well as worldly men, chose the means best adapted 
to the end proposed. Let natural men assert, and let 
it be admitted, that David knew better how to use a 
sling and a stone, than mail, helmet, and sword ; there-, 
ibre he chose them. But follow David until he meets the 
hostile foe. Do we hear a word of his art as a slinger, 
as a marksman ? Though we may suppose he was ex- 
pert at both. * Thou comest to me with a sword, a 
spear, and a shield ; but I come in the name of the 
Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel whom 
tjiou hast defied ; and this assembly shall know, that the 

Lord s^veth not with sword and spear, (these are not 
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^essential)) for the battle is the Lord's, and he will giye 
you into our hands.' 

How comfortably might Christians go through life, 
did they walk with God in their daily business and dc* 
copations, carefuUy observing the leadmgs of providence) 
cautiously avoiding either running before, or lagging be- 
hind ; but in all things making their requests known to 
God : at all times committing their way to him, being 
careful about nothing, but to use with diligence the 
means of Grace, and also the means of acquiring the 
^od things of life, leaving the issues of both to God, 
m the full assurance that what is good the Lord will 

five. * Trust in the Lord, and do good ; so shalt thou 
well in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed.' In 
spirituals and in temporals, * the hand of the diligent 
maketh rich. Be ye diligent in business, fervent in spi- 
rit, serving the Lord.' 

Lord, teach me thy law g^raciously , in all its perfection, 
its extent, order, beauty and harmony, and grant me all 
the assistance provided to enaMe a lost, depraved, cor- 
rupted child of Adam, to set out in thy good ways, to go 
forward, and to finish in the same course ; and all the 
Consolation, joy, and peace, which thou hast provided to 
be eojoyed in a measure even here, and to be perfected 
in the world to come. Amen. 

HosEA, xiv. chapter. < O Israel return unto the Lord, 
for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity.' Yes, fallen, O how 
fallen from God the only good, die fountain of happiness ! 
Lost his image, which was the glory of man in Paradise i v 
Lost Uiat sweet complacency and delight in his perfec- 
tions and attributes, which innocence enjoyed ! Lost rec- 
titude of reason and judgment! No longer can we judge 
of excellence, no longer love what God loves. Our 
wills no longer straight with his will, but crooked, op- 
posing God, and choosing evil instead of good. * Oh Is- 
rael ! thou hast destroyed thyself, but in me is thy help.' 
Amen, says my soul, in thee is my help. 

J^eW'York, October 3, 1793. 
Isaiah^ xliv. 5. * One shall say, 1 amtheLot^'^^'vsiL^ 



/ 
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another shall call himself by the name of Jacob ; and 
another shall subscribe with his hand unto the Lord, 
and surname himself by the name of Israel. 

I, as one» subscribe to the truth of all tiiat God has said : 
I, as one, subscribe my assent to all he has done. I set 
my Amen to hb wiell-ordered coyenant, well ordered in 
all things and sure. And this is the covenant, even Christ, 
the sum and substance, for he hath given him to be a 
covenant of the people. The whole and every part of 
it is God's covenant To me it must be a testament, the 
liTew Testament in Christ's blood. To me it must be a 
covenant of gifb and promises. I can be of no party, 
having nothing to give ; nothing with which- to covenant. 
He hath said^ *• you have destroyed yourself, but in me 
is your help.' 

Amen. Be my help, my deliverer ! 

* Look, unto me all ye ends of the earth and be saved, 
for I am God, and there is none else.' I do look unto 
thee alone for salvation. Thou art God, there is none 
else : beside thee tiiere is no Saviour. 

< I win pour water on the thirsty, and floods on the 
parched ground. I will pour my Spirit upon thy seed, 
and my blessing upon thy ofispring.' Amen. 1 yield 
my soul into thy hand» dry and parched, to receive thv 
showers of reviving, quickening, fructifying grace. 

AVw-ForX;, Feb. 10, 1794 
This day I haVe a letter from my poor wanderer. It 
is more than a year since I heard of him. Accept of my 
thanks, good and gracious Lord. I feared his cup had 
been full, and he called out of the world with his sinS 
on his own head ; for I have no tidings of his turning 
from his sinful courses, or fleeing from the wrath to com , 
by taking hold of the hope set before him. 

I bless thee, O, I bless thee, for thy sparing mercy, thy 
long suffering, thy patience, thy forbearance. Yea, even 
to him, thou hast been more than all this. Thou hast 
been his preserver, his provider ; thou hast watched 
over him in many imminent dangers, in the great deeps 
in burning climes, and in frozen climes. 

Thou hast followed him with thy preserving mercy 
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and temporal bounty. He is still in the land of the lir« 
iDgy and among those who are called to look unto ^ee 
and live. StSl thou feedest my hopes of better things 
for him. Thou sufferest my prayers to. lie on the table 
of thy covenant. I will trust, 1 will hope, I will be- 
lieve, that in an accepted time, thou wilt hear me, and 
in a day of thy power, thou wilt bow his stubborn wiU, 
and lay him an humble suppliant at thy feet. O, I trust 
thou wilt bring this poor prodigal to himself, and turn 
bis steps towards his Father's house. See how he feeds 
with the swine upon husk, and even these not his own. 

turn his thoughts to his * father's house, where, there 
is bread enough, and to spare.' 

* Lord, remember thy gracious word, on which thou 
hast caused me to hope,' and which has ever been my 
comfort in the time of my affliction, and in my straits, 
my only relief. 

He is again launched into thy great ocean ; he sayB 
he goes a long voyage. Lord, he is far from every 
friend, and from every mean of grace, and for any thing 

1 know, far from thee by wicked works ; under thy 
curse and hateful in thy sight ; but thou, God, seest 
him. Means are not necessary, if thou wiliest to work 
without. Thou canst find an avenue to his heart at 
once. Dead as he is, vile as he is, guilty as he is, iar 
from help of man, and in the most unlikely situation to 
receive the help of God. Yet I know all these hinder- 
ances, all these mountains, shall melt as wax at thy 
presence. 

Lord, I believe, thou knowest I believe, that if thou 
but speak the word, this dead soul shall live ; this vile, 
this guilty soul shall be cleansed ; shall be renewed, and 
he be changed to a humble, thankful, genuine child of 
God, through the cleansing bloodi of atonement, through 
the imputation of the Redeemer's rigkteousness, and 
the implantation of thy Spirit. I can do nothing for him, 
but thou canst do all this. 1 wait for it. Lord, I wait for 
thy salvation. Lord, let there be * joy in Heaven over 
this one sinner repenting.' I roll him on thee. I trust 
in thy sovereign, free, unremitted mercy in Christ. Amen. 

F 2 
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liew-York, Octoher 1, 1794. -^ 
' * Return unto thjr rest, O my souly fi>r the Lord hatb 
dealt bountiftdly with thee.' 

* Blessed be the Lord, for he hath showed me his 
marvellous loving kindness in a strong city — ^Christ the 
city of refuge.' 

Thou hast given me my heart's desire, and hast not 
withholden the request of my lips. ' * One thing have I 
desired of the Lord,' and through life sought afler for 
myself, and the children whom thou hast given me; 
[ that all the days of our lives, we might dwell in the 
house of the Lord,' behold his beauty, and inquire in his 
holy temple ; that in the time of trouble he would hide 
us m his pavilion, in the secret of his tabernacle, and set 
our feet upon a rock. 

O thou incarnate God I Thou blessed temple, not 
made with hands i Thou blessed pavilion, in which 
thv people hide in the time of trouble, and are safe ! 
Thou rock of ages, on which we build our hopes for 
time and eternity, and defy the assaults of sin, Satan, 
and the world! Thou Jehovah Jesus, art all these to 
thy people. Thou broughest them * from a fearful pit, 
and from the miry clay : Thou settest their feet upon this 
spiritual rock, and establishest their goings : thou puttest 
a new song in their mouths, even praise unto their God.' 
Many have seen it and sung it ; many now see and sing 
it : many shall see and sing it, and trust in the Lord. 
They find in thee all that is expressive of life ; all that 
is expressive of safety ; all that is expressive of com- 
fort ; s^ that is expressive of happiness. 

* O how many are thy wonderful works which thou hast 
done ! and thy thoughts which are to us-ward ; they can- 
not be reckoned up in order unto thee : if I would de- 
clare, and speak of them, they are more than can be 
numbered.' Thou, thy blessed self, art the sum and 
substance of every good to man. All this I know ; all 
thid have I at different times experienced, and yet my 
heart is heavy, my spirits depressed. There is no 
cause, no ; thy very afflictive providences have met 
my wishes, and been so many answers to my prayers. 

V Thou Hi^sband of the widow, thou Father of the father- 
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lessl X) how fuUy, how ms^festly hast thou fulfilled 
these relations to thy worthless serraot ! 

Thou^ in my early widowhood, called upon me to 
have my fatherless children on thee^ annexing the piro- 
mise that thou wotUdst save them alive. 

Thou didst put it into my heart to plead the. promise in 
a spiritual sense ; to ask, to hope, to wait for the new 
birth, the life which Christ died to purchase, and lirei^ 
to bestow. 

In three of these fatherless, I hare seen thy work. 
Long did the grain of mustard-seed lie buried among the 
weeds of worldly mindedness ; long were my hopes and 
fears alternate ; but now the blessed discipline of the 
CoYenant has been exercised ; I have witnessed it, I have 
felt it ; suffered the rod with them and for tbem, but wait 
ed for the fruits in hope ; and glory to thee, dear Hus- 
band and Father, 1 have not waited in vain. Thou hast 
written^vall%, and opened our eyes to read vanity, writ- 
ten on every earthly enjoyment, except so far as thou 
art enjoyed in them. Thou hast enabled not only thy 
^ged servant, but thy young ones, to put a blank into thy 
hand, and to say * choose thou for us.' We take hold 
of thy Covenant, and choose it for our portion. Is not 
this, O Lord, theJfuU amount of my desires ? Thou wilt 
dnish the work in thy own time, and by means of thy 
appointing. Amen. Lord do as thou hast said. 

October 4, 1795. ' 
Whv, O why, is my spirit still depressed? why these 
sobs ? Father, forgive. ' Jesus wept.' I weep, but ac- 
quiesce. This day, two months, the Lord delivered my 
Jessie, his Jessie^ from a body of sin and death, finished 
the good work he had begun, perfected what concern- 
ed her, trimmed he^ lamp, and carried her triumphing 
through the valley iif the shadow of death. She over- 
came through the blood of the Lamb. 

I rejoiced in the Lord's work, and was thankful that 
the one, the only thing, I had asked for her, was now 
completed. I saw her delivered from so much corrup- 
tion within, from strong and peculiar temptation without. 
I had seen her often staggering, sometimes falling undec 
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the rod ; I had heard her earnestly wish for delirerance 
from flioy and when death approached, she was more 
than satisfied ; said she had heen a great sinner, but she 
had a great Saviour ; praised him, and thanked him, for 
all his dealings with her : for hedging her in, for chas- 
tising her ; and even prayed that sin and corruption 
might be destroyed if the body should be dissolved to 
effect it. The Lord fulfilled her desire, and 1 may 
add, mine. He lifted upon her the light of his counte- 
nance ; revived her languid graces ; increased her faith 
and hope ; loosed her from earthly concerns ; and made 
her rejoice in the stability of his Covenant, and to sinc^ 
*' all is well, all is well, good is the will of the Lord.^ 
1 did rejoice, I do rejoice ; but, O Lord, thou knowest 
my frame ; she was my pleasant companion, my affec 
donate child : my soul feels a want. O fill it up with 
more of thy presence ; give yet more communications 
of thyself. 

We are yet one in Christ our head ; united in him : 
and although she shall not return unto me, I shall go 
to her, and then our communion will be more full, more 
delightfiil, as it will be perfectly free from sin. Christ 
shall be our bonds)f union, and we shall be fully under 
the influence of it. 

Let me then gird up the loins of my mind, and set 
forward to serve my day and generation, to finish my 
course. * The Lord will perfect what concerns me, and 
when it shall please him, he will unclothe me, break 
down these prison walls, and admit me into the happy 
society of his redeemed and glorified members : then 
* shall he wipe away all tears from my eyes,' and I shall 
taste the joys which are at his right hand, and be satis* 
fied for evermore. 



January 3, 1796. 
■ PiULiPFiANS, Iv. 4. * Rejoice in the Lord alway, and 
-again 1 say, rejoice. Let your moderation be known 
tinto all men. The Lord is at hand.' 

* Be careful for nothing, but in every thing, by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be 
made known unto God. A^ the peace of God« which 
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passeth all uodeirbtandiDg, shall keep your hearts and 
mitids through Christ Jiesw.* 

Christ JesQs !-<-%rhat dbes not Ubia name oeikl|Mreheiid ! 
He Is mine, and aU is mtne. I do rejoice in the Lord, 
yea, more or less I r^oioe idways. This heart of miiift 
is seHsibteto eVelry huniah afflietion ; my iears flow^ften .. 
and'&st : I weep for m^s^ and still flUore for others y 
but in these yery moments id heM-vfring^ng biHektiesa, 
thei^ is a secret joy, tiiat my Jesus is neair : that he 
sees, knows, and pities. That he is Jehovah as w^ as 
Jestts, could have prevented the afflittion under which 
I groan ; bat for my good, and the good of those Aear 
and deaor to me, he suffered it, or prepared it. The 
good of his peqple is eonDetted with hili glory ; they 
cannot be separated : therefore, FaUier, ^orify thy 
name ; I rejoice, and wiH rejoice. The Lord ean 
ranove, andwiH femove the afflitti(in,^ie moment it 
has answered the gradoua puipose for whieh it viras 
sent. I would not wish it one moment sooner. While 
it lies heavy, he is my Almighty friend, my rest, my 
staff of support. 

< In time_Qf -tEO!ibl& fae^halUiide ^ae^inJiit pgvition i^ 
in the secret of his tabernacle ahall he hide me ; he 
shall set me up tpon a rock,' Psalm xzvii. 6. 

* The Lord b my strength and my shield ; my heart 
trusted in him, and I am helped, therefore my heart 
greatly rejoiceth ; with my song I wiD praise him,' and 
in his strength, and by his grace, let * my mediation 
be known unto all men.' My Loii'd is ai hand; at hand 
to support, at hand to oveiruk, at hand to deliver. 
Therefore I rejoice always. 

Blessed be God fi>r the heart-easing, hieart-soothtng 
privilege, of cou^ng aU my cares vpon fttm, and £>r the 
blessed assurance that he cartth for me and .mine : that 
he allows, invites, yea, commands me to * be careful for / 
nothing, but in all things, by prayer and supplication^ 
with thuik^ving, to let my request be made known un- 
to him, who is man, and touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities, (Jesus wept, ) and God, the Almighty God, to 
support, overrule, deliver Therefore my heart re- 
joiceth always. 
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May2B, 1796- ^ 
This is the anniyenary of my dear Jessie's birth^ do 
more to call us tc^ether on earth ; bat I yet remember 
it) as a day in wluch our God was merciful to me, and 
made me the mother of an heir of salvation. I bless^ 
I praise, my covenant God, who enabled me to dedi- 
cate her to him before she was bom, and to ask only 
one Mng for her, 'as for myself, even an interest in 
his great salvation, leaving it to him to order the 
means, time, and manner, as of her natural birth, and 
ripening age, so of her spiritual birth, and ripening 
for gloiy ; he accepted the chaise, and he has finished 
the work, to his own glory, to her eternal happiness/ 
and my joy and comfort I have witnessed remaining 
corruption fighting hard against her, and bringing her 
again and again into captivity ' to the law of sin and 
death, warring against her.' 1 have witnessed the rod of 
God lie heavy upon her, according to the tenor of the 
Covenant, when she forsook * his laws and went astray :' 
when she walked not in his judgments, but wandered 
from hb way, he vinted her faults mih rods, and her sins 
aiiA €hiutis€snefUs, bta his Ivoing kindness he never took 
from her (though he often hid it,) nor altered the word 
which be had spoken, that he would never leave her, never 
forsake her ; that in due time he would deliver her from 
€tU her enemies. I witnessed her desires to be deliver-^ 
ed from the world,, and the body, and taken home to 
the bosom of her God ; since that appeared at times, 
the only way she could be delivered from sin. I wit- 
nessed her lamenting her unfruitfulness, her unsteadi- 
ness : I heard her exclaim, *' Oh, what a sinner ! what 
a great sinner!" and *' Oh, what a Saviour ! O the good- 
ness of God in hedging me in, and saving me from my- 
self; his covenant stands fast, it is established, it is sure." 
I witnessed a God pardoning sin, yet taking vengeance 
on inventions. I witnessed the sinner, after being six- 
teen years in the school of Christ, (taught by his minis- 
ters, and most effectually by his ro^ taking shelter in 
* the city of refuge,' in the atonement of God's provi- 
ding, and in * a surety righteousness,' and finishing her 
struggles with " all is well !" my heart echoed, and does 
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echo, and will to all eternity, " all is well." Glory to 
God, sing not unto her, not unto me, not unto any crea- 
ture, but * to God be the glory,' that she is now deliyer- 
ed from * a body of sin and death, and made meet to be a 
partaker with the saints in light.' HALLELUJAH. 

Junty 1796. 

Psalm cxxii. ' I was glad when they said unto me, 
Let us go into the house of the Lord.' 

* The house of the Lord — whither the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the Lord unto the testimony of Israel, to 
g^ve thanks unto the name of the Lord,' to seek his face, 
to learn his will, to taste his lore, to behold his glory, 
to enjoy God as their own God, and reconciled Father. 

Lord ! let my heart be warmed more towards thy house ; 
I have sought and found thee in thy sancti^.ary, read thy 
proYidences, and been taught thy wHl ; I hare tasted thy 
Ipve, and beheld thy glory ; I have enjoyed thy presence 
as my own reconciled Fattier in Christ. Jesus ; I have 
teen . satisfied with thy goodness, as with marrow and 
fatness, and yet how cold and languid at times, how little 
desire to return, how small my expectations, how wan- 
dering my imagination ! how do I sit before thee as thy 
peofde, and my heart with the fool's eyes at the ends of 
the earth 1 Lord, I would blush and be ashamed, were a 
fellow mortal to see my heart at times. 1 may hide my 
eyes from viewing vanity, but the evil lies within. O 
Lord, thou knowest the cause : for aU I have heard, 
seen, tasted, and handled of the word of li&, I am still 
of myself an empty vessel, unable to speak a good word 
or think a good thought. Great are thy tender mercies, 
O Lord. * Quicken me according to thy word ; turn 
thou away my ejei frgm beholding vanity, and quicken 
me in thy way : then shall I run in the way of thy com- 
mandments, when thou hast enlarged my heart.' 

The house of God — the owner, the builder, and maker 
IS God, and it is his peculiar treasure. Christ is the 
foundation, and chief comer ttone^ and his house are we, 
liuilt upon him, cemented together a spiritual building : 
the foundation cannot fail, the comer stone can never 
give way ; neither can we fall to pieces, or be separated 
from him. 
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The house of God-*^* Jerusalem, Zion, the restof Goil, 
where he delights to dwell/ where he will for ever stay ; 
the house of God, the Church, yea, the hedy of Christ : 
Christ the bead, hifl people, the church, lus members, 
whose life ia in him, and. derived from him ; andbecause 
he lives, we shall live also. Lord, enlarge my under* 
standing, to comprehend more and more * of the height 
and depths length aad breadth of the love of Christ, 
which passeth all understanding. Open my eyes to be- 
hpld wondrous things in thy law,' (Gospel.) I am as yet 
but a babe : Glory to God that I am what- 1 am ; a babe 
in Christ I shall be- nourished with life and strength 
from my divine Head ; educated and nurtured by the 
blessii^ of the new covenant. 1 shall arrive at that 
perfection of stature appointed ; and stand in my lot at 
4he latter day. Amen. 

. til Mil H 

Jl% 16, 1796. 

Psalm Ixxxix. 30. * If his children foisake my laws, 
and walk not in my judgments : if they break my statutes, 
and keep not my commandments, then will I visit.their 
transgression with tho rod, and their iniquity with stripes : 
nevertheless, my loving kindness will I not utterly take 
from them, nor suffer my faithfulness to fail ; my covenant 
will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of 
my lips.' Amen. Blessed promise ! O^itiB a well ordered 
dvenant, and it i$ sure. Of ail the provisions of the 
Covenant, this has been to my soul among the most com- 
fortable. Thanks be to God for the helpline of the 
Covenuit ; oflen has it been administered. Thou know- 
est, and I know in part how necessarily, althou^ I shaH 
not know, nor understand all, until that blessed rod shall 
have perfected its correction, and shall never more be 
lifted up. 

Many ups and downs has thy servant .experienced in 
this vale of tears ; many tears have watered these now 
aged cheeks ; in variety of ways hast thou stricken, and 
at times stripe has followed stripe, but mercy and love 
accompanied every one of them. I bless thee ; O I 
praise thee, that I have seldom received a stripe but I 
had with it a token of love. Sin was embittered, a Sa- 
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viour endeared^ and grace given to Hm ike rod, and cleave 
to him that had appointed it. And now I can read hi 
legible characters, where in many instances thy checks 
met my wandering steps, stopt me short of hage 
precipices, and preseriK^ me from destroying even my 
worl^y comfiNrt. In some instances, (I diiffik thee they 
have not been many;) thou hast been pleased to- let me 
alone, to let me pursue my jovm way ; ways so wise in 
my own eyes, that I have either not sought coutisel at 
all, or sought it as Balaam did, with my biart set on my 
own will. 

In some cases, thou bast let me eat of ^e fruit of my 
ot&n doings^ and let me weary myself in my own way, 
until I found it not only van&y and vexation ^f spirit, but 
sometimes a labyrinth from which I could^ndno escape; 
then did I cry unto the Lord: then did I remember my 
backslidings: then did I seek unto the cleansing fountain, 
and to the appointed Mediator, the 'maker up of the 
breach: then did I ^Eperiehce afresh the Lord's power 
to save. 

In how many instances has' he given a sudden turn to 
providences, which have been made means of my deli- 
verance ; not only so, but brought good out of my evil, 
so that I have been made to wonider, and to say, < surely 
this is the finger of God.' 

I destroy myself, but in thee is my help found. O let 
these wanderings end: fix it deep on my mind, that in 
the Lord only have I vrisdom as -well as strength : that 
< it is not m man that walketh to direct his steps.' O 
when shall I learn to' live simply on Christ, by the light 
of his pure unerr^pg word, and the Spiiit coinciding ; 
and have done with these carnal reasonings, the wisdom 
of men! * Search me, O Lord, and know my heart ; try 
me and know my thoughts, and see if there be any wick- 
ed way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.' 
Amen. 



August 4, 179G. 

A DAY TO BE REM EMBEBXn ' 

Rose at /our, not to mourn: no, but to repeat my giaie 
ful thanks to my covenant ixod, for the work he finished 

G 
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dui da^, last year. In deliTeriiig mj weak, feeble, 
tossed, and tried Jessie from a 6oify of tin and deaths and 
giriDg her ' tJbe Tictorj throng Jesos Christ, whoioved 
lier and gare himself for her.* To thee she was dedi- 
cated ere she saw the li|^ : to thee a thousand times I 
repealed the dedication, h^ging that thou mi^test bring 
her within the bond of thy CavenaiU: this was Uie sum and 
snhstance of ail my askings for her, and all of them. I 
witnessed the time of her second birth, saw the tears 
of conviction and remorse. 1 witnessed thy loosing her 
bonds, and toning her heart and tongue to praise redeem- 
ing loTe« I witnessed the teaching of thy Spirit, and the 
enlightening of her eyes, and the taste thou gayest her of 
thy salvation ; I thought her motmtain stood strong, and 
she woidd not be easily moved: but who can tell the 
deceitfulness of the human heart ? Too soon did' we all 
turn aside like a deceitful bow, forsook the fountain of 
living waters, and hewed out broken cisterns that could 
hold no water. Glory to God for the discipline of the 
Covenant, that he did not cast us off, but chastised and 
corrected. He repeated the discipline stripe upon 
stripe ; I stood by and saw it, and though my heart melt- 
ed at titnes, I said, " she is in her Father's hand, let htm 
do his pleasure." I too was unfaithful to her, thou 
knowest, and often entered into the same vanity of mind 
which stifled the^ove of God in our hearts, instead of 
guarding her, and warning her : still, still, the Shepherd 
of Israel followed after both, and with the precious rod 
restored both, time after time, till it pleased thee to finish 
her warfare and deliver her from both body and sin. 
Lord, I thank thee for all the circumstances, for the pri- 
vilege of attending her in her warfare, for the cheerful- 
ness of her spirits, for the rich support we all experi- 
enced, for the view we all had of thy faithfulness and 
fatherly dealing, and for Jier last words, << all is well." 
O yes I every thing th6u*idaest is well, and this was pe- 
Ciuliarly well. I resigned her to thee with joy and thank- 
fulness, and I still acquiesce. Her thou hast taken, me 
thou hast left, to be yet exercised with further disci- 
pline. It is well — thy will be done. O ! help me to pro- 
fit by every pang ! O let sin be mortified, and my soul 
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purified ; enlarge my heart to run the ways of thy com- 
mandments. Now may / lay aside every weighty and that 
vanity of mind which doth so easily beset me^ and hath 
been the secret spring of much backsliding both to my- 
self and to my children. Lord, destroy it. O let me 
now live to God, closely and consistently ? down with 
my will, with self in every form ! O purify my motives, 
and let my whole heart, soul, body, substance, and influ- 
ence in the world, be devoted to thee ! O empty me of 
every thing that is my own, and let * Christ hve in me, 
the hope of glory,' and let the glory of thy workmanship 
in my soul, redound to thee, and thee alone ! Amen. 

August 13, 1796. ' 
CoLossiANS, ii. 6. * As ye have received Christ Je- 
sus the Lord, so walk ye in him, rooted and built up in 
him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, 
abounding therein witn thanksgiving.' 

O Lord* this is what I pantailefr ! I would fain have 
done with wandering. Lord, thou knowest, for the 
work is thine. I have received the Lord Jesus as thy 
gift to a lost world, as thy gifl to me, an individual of 
that world ; as having made peace by the blood of the 
cross, I account it a faithful saying, worthy of all ac- 
ceptation, that ^ Christ came into the world to save sin- 
ners, of whom I am chief.' 1 have received thee as the 
Lord my righteousness, crediting thy own word,. * Christ 
is the end of the. law for righteousness,' and that * there 
is no condemnation to them that are in Christ 'Jesus.' I 
have received thee as * the covenant given of the peo- 
ple.' In all the relations by which thou art held out to 
me in this Bible, so far as I know, or understand, I have 
received thee. I have no hope in myself, no trust in 
myself, nor any views of communication from G.od of any 
kind, but through the one * mediator between God and 
man, the man Christ Jesus.' 

O my God, what is my life, what is my happiness, 
but a continual receiving ! Thou art * the bread^of life,' 
that must keep alive the living principle in my soul. In 
thee ' dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.' 
Thy people are complete in thee ; thou art their hea ' 
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tkej are Qty bodjr, and hj jointe and bands lure noandi- 
okent moiftered to tbem, and are knit together, and ia- 
create wi(b the increase of God. 

Tbia, O this, U what my tool panti alter, closer and 
more intimate onion and commnnion. I would be 
traniformed into thine image ; I would be thy temple ; 1 
woold hare U>ee liye in me ; walk in me ; make me one 
with thee : I wonld be dehvered from self-will, self- 
wisdom, self-seeking : I would be delivered from thai 
philosoplnr and rain deceit, which spoils soulsr and leads 
them off from their Head. Loird, teach me a coatiaual 
receiviDgi then, and not till then, sfaall I cease to wan- 
der, shall ' run and not be weal?, walk and not faint.' 
Then shall ' I run in the way of thy commandments,' 
and DO longer tarn aside to crooked ways. Then shall 
1 eat and dnnk, work and recreate all to thy glory. Lord, 
■end thy Spirit ioto tdv heart, that he may continually 
' take of the things of Christ, and show them unto me ;' 
that I may grow, and be no longer a babe, but arrive at 
* fulness of suture in Christ Jesus,' and more steadily," 
and more purely, and more zealously, and, O \ more 
humbly, lire to God, and glorify him in the world. 
Amen. 

April 14, 1797. 

Etehhitv seems very near. I have oAen thought so, 

withoat any visible cause. Well, it will come ; a few 

more rolling years, months, weeks, or dnys, will as- 

Bureilly laod me on Canaan's happy shore. O then, 

shall 1 know and enjoy, what ear hath not heard, eye 

seen, nor heart conceived, even the blesaedness that is 

at God's right hand. I have desired, although I know 

not that I have asked, to glorify God on my denth bed, 

and to leave my testimony at the threshold of eternity, 

that not 'one word of all that my Qod has promised 

htf failed. He has been, O what has he not been! 

In all mv trials, all my afflictions, all my temptations, 

all my backslidings, he has been 

lered covenant has said. Let this 

id in Christ, by his Spirit and his 

en to me ; aad let the same Bibla 
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^y, wliat he will be to me, * whea flesh and heart fiiila;* 
yesLy when * the place that now knows me shall know me 
DO more.' ^ Peihaps when the messenger does come, I 
shall not know him, but depart in silence. W^ll, as 
the Lord wills, he knows best how to glorify himself. 
Jesus shall trim my lamp, and perfect his image on my 
soul, sensible or insensible. I shall enter into his pre* 
sence, washed in his bloody clothed in his righteousness, 
and my sanctification perfected. ' I shall see him as he 
is, and be like him. 

Mourn not, my children, but rejoice ; ' gird up the 
loins of your mind,' and set forward on your hearenly 
journey through this wilderness. So &r as 1 have fol- 
lowed Christ, so far follow my exaaq>le ; still living on 
Christ, depending on him for all that is promised in the 
well-ordered covenant. O stumble not into the world, 
except when duty calls ; at best it is a deadl^r weight, 
a great hinderance to spiritual mindedness, and in as far 
as it gets footing in your heart, it will not only mar your 
progress, but your comfort Lord, feed my children 
constantly with » thy flesh and thy blood,' that they may 
never hunger nor thirst for this world, but grow in the 
divine life, and in the joy andcMafort of the Holy Ghost 
Amen. 



Oetoher SO, lldl. " 
How condescending is our covenant God ! All we have 
or enjoy, is from his hand ; he gave us oar being ; our 
Hves, although forfeited a thousand times, have been pre- 
served. Our bread has been given iw, and our waier sure ; 
and not only these necessaries, but many comforts, and 
good temporal things have fallen to our lot; ihau hast fur- 
nished our table ; hast provided medicines and cordials 
when sick. Lord, I thank thee for all these mercies, but 
above alU that we can call thee our reconciled Father ; 
that we have them not as the world have them, who are 
far from thee, and have no portion among thy children, 
nor interest in thy well-ordered covenant; but that we 
have them as thy redeemed, as part of covenant provision, 
and with a covenant blessing, and among the all things 
that work together for our good. Lord, enable us to be 

G 2 
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rich in good works. How cood€ilceiidiiig,^at Hioa OC' 
ceptest a part of thine own m frt6-wittcpffdringi, tod hast 
annexed promised hlessings ixxt these itv&a cohnder the 
fpor; hast condesceadin^j sad^ 'lie^Whogiyeato the 
poor, lends to the Lord.' J ;r ' > .. >.. ir. 

I tiiank thee, that thou hast -bid to hand a sofficieocy, 
to enable me and mine to eat tmr own bread; eren that, 
which, according to the regulations of soci^, men call 
our own. Thou only hast a ingbt jto osU it aot sd^ for we 
are thine, and all that thou hast given as ; but of thy free 
bounty and kind providence "^ &6cr h^st laid ta haAd a 
sufficiency < to provide thinp h^iiest.tad of good report in 
the sight of all men,* and part to giveto tbem who need. 

I trust thy Spirit has directed my judgment in the de* 
termination I have taken, to set apart,,from time to time, 
this portion, according as thOU prosperest us in business, 
and preservest us in health and ability to pursue it. I 
bless thee for indulgent, encoarraging appiearances, that 
since I began the^practice, thou hast added to my stock, 
and that which I have given j has never straitened, but 
thou hast prospered me more^aad more. My poor's purse 
has never been empty when called for, neither has my 
family purse. Of thme own I give thee, actfl bless thy 
name lor the privilege. 

Grant direction with respect to whom, and how much 
to {^ve. 

• ■ • ■ . . • 

1191. 

^ As ye have received the Lord Jesus, so walk in him, 
rooted and built up in him, and stablisfaed in the £iith, as 
ye havebeen tatught,aboundingthereki withthanksgiving.* 

Yes, just so, and no other W9y)«hall any poor corrupt- 
ed creature attain holiness, in th^ Irery same manner that 
he received the Lord Jesus at first. He is * the Alpha 
and Omega, the £rst and the last, the be^nning and the 
ending.* . ! 

O Lord,' my Saviour, ttij complete Saviour, and m 
whom I am comj^ete ! I received thee as my expiatory 
eacrifice, by whom atonement was' made for my sins ; by 
whom reconciliation was made ; I, reconciled to God, 
and God to me. I was then delivered from the power of 
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^l^r^ness, and translated into Jjbe kti^oih 6f God'a dear 
Son, and hare redemption tlu'oagli his blood, even tbe 
ibrgireness of sins. This same Mood, must tkeanse mV 
daily spots, most deanse my Terybest sendees? this 
same blood must cleanse my (tonsoienee daily, and gite 
me confidence in God, as my reconciled Father. By this 
same peace-speaktag blood, I daily present myself in 
his presence, and know that heisees no iniqtuty in me so 
as to condemn me. 

O Lord, I receive thee as my justifying righteousness, 
disclaiming.ail confidence in my own worics, throwilig 
them aside as filthy rags. I placed my sole dependence 
upon an inq[>uted righteousness; &at righteousness, 
wrought out by thee as my surety y in thy holy meritori- 
ous life and d^ath: believing thy testimony, 'that the 
wages of sin is death, but the giu of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.' Just so must Lgo on, 
trusting in, resting upon, rejoicing in, the Lord, my righl^ 
eousness. * By one man's offence many- were made sin- 
ners, so by the obedience of one shall many (and I among 
others) be made ri^teous. Christ is the end of the 
law for righteousness,' therefore I walk at liberty, free 
from all dread of condemnation. Not as a slave ; not as 
a servant ; not as an hireling ; not as a probationer ; but 
asason, and heir of God, to whom the inheritance is made 
«ure. I have received the seal of the testament, ratified, 
and made sure, by the death of the testator. All the 
blessings contained in this BiUe, the records of the well- 
ordered covenant, are tnine : and, O glorious truth ! the 
testator died to ratify and insure this testament ; but he 
iives again, the glorious executor. 

O Lord, I received thee as my king : depending upon 
promised strength, i swore allegiance to thee, and to thy 
igovernment. Just so, my dear sovereign Master, muit 
I go on ; rejoicing in its privil^es, subjecting myself 
cheerfully to its restrictions; studying wiUi care its po- 
sitive commands, and setting myself to obey ; submitting 
with meekness to its discipline; claiming thy kingly 
power to subdue the corruptions of my heart, to defend 
from foes within and foes without ; and when thou call- 
eswne to figfat, to arm me for battle, aod to lead me on 
to wctorj^ 
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I receired tbee as mj ^vine Sanrioiir, as Ae cmtnaht 
of the people; the coTenant arranged, ratified, and fulfil- 
led ; to me a corenant of firee gift Recdvii^ thee, I re- 
ceived all the promises in their fullest extent, as legally 
made oyer, and confirmed to me hj the irrevocable gift 
of Deity ; anc thee, as my .Saviour, dwelleth all the 
fiilness of the uodhead bodily. ^^Yes, dwelleth in him for 
his people, his ransomed ; dwelleth in him as our head; 
we are miited to him, one with him, ap he and the Father 
are one, and being one with him, we.are complete in him: 
He is the head, we the members ; he is the vine, we the 
branches : He is the fbandatipn and ehdef comer gtone, 
we the building. Thus, let as walk in him ; rooted and 
bnilt up in him ; filled with the knowledge of his will, in 
all wisdom and spiritual understanding ; walking worthy 
of the Lord, unto ail pleasing — being firuitful in every 
good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God 9 
strengthened with all might, according to his glorious 
power ; unto all patience, and long-suffering, with joyful- 
ness ; for it is he * who worketh in us, both to will, and 
to do of his good pleasure ;' and although * of ourselves 
we can do nothing, yet we can do all things through 
Christ strengthening us ;' and he has promised, ' that as 
our day, so shall our strength be.^ 

It is well, Lord, it is well. Thou art mine, and I am 
thine : thdu art mine with all thy fulness, what can I want 
besides ? Nothing, Lord. ^ Thou hast given me * the he- 
ritage of those that fear thy name :' I am satisfied with 
my portion. Amon. 

Be my God, and the God of my seed, and glorify tby 
name in us. 



1797. 
'^ Psalm cxix. ' Remove far from me vanity and lies.' 
The way of lies, deception ; sin, sin metaphorical,: 
alluding to an archer missing his mark, or a traveller 
missing his way. Every deviation from rectitude and 
truth, is sin. Who that knows any thing of the corrup- 
tion of the human heart, and its strange tendency to stray, 
to err; yea, even to pervert the plainest and simpkst,! 
4tnd most, obvious truths, but must see the propriet^of 
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his joming the Psalmist, apd cr^ang out,. '< Lord, remore 
far from me the way of lies." 

The way of liea, as it respects- our judgment 9iid sea- 
timeots ; as it respects our motives of acttoii ; and as it 
respects our couduct. 

As it respects our judgment : bow does eyery speeies 
of erroi* abound ; even the serious and earnest seekers of 
truth differ in many things, which although they may not 
mar their final salyiation, mar their progress in knowledge, 
in holine99, and in comfort. " Lord, remove &r from us 
the way of lies." Lead us to the pure, unmixt» unerriog 
word of truth, as it respects our sentiments* and as it 
respects our conduct. O how many deceive themselves 
by resting on a speculative knowledge of the troth, or 
what they esteem such, while their hearts reoiaili un- 
affected, their tempers unsanctified* and their lives un- 
fruitful. Passionate, stubborn, r^elentless^ unmerciful, 
implacable tempers indul^g^ spd vnmortified, must be a 
way of lies. * Leani of me,' says the Saviojir, * for I 
am meek and lowly, and ye shall find rest to your souls.' 
* the meek will he teach Im way» the meek will, he 
guide in judgment.' 

* Remove &r from me the way of lies, and teach me 
thy law graciously.* 

' Teach me thy law graciously,' nojL the ceremonial 
and the moral law alone, but the whole of God's revealed 
will. The Psalmist knew the law ceremonial and moral, 
but he wants more and more of the teaching of the Spirit 
of God. ' He,' the Spirit of truth, * shall take of mine, 
and show it unto you.' The word of God is ever the 
same ; it contains the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth ; every thing necessary to safety, to holiness, and 
happiness : but O the difference between him who reads 
with a mind enlightened by the Spirit of God, and him 
who reads with no other assistance thai> his own poor 
blinded darkened reason. ' Teach me then thy law gra- 
ciously. I will praise thee with uprightness of heart, 
when I shall have learned thy judgments. Open thou 
iKune eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy 
law.' The Psalmist thirsted after more and more ex- 
tensive views of the word of God, and still as his lysw^ 
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were enlarged he desired more* Verse 64. * The earth 
is full of thy mercy :' this was cae lesson, hat still he 
cries, ' teach me thy statutes ; thou hast dealt bonnti- 
fiilly with me, O Lord, according to thy word :' still he 
cries, * Teach me good judgment and knowledge. It is 
good for me that I hare been a£9icted, that I might learn 
thy statutes.* 

1797. 
I love to feel the kindlings of repentance ; self'loathing 
under a sense of ingratitude ; heart melting with the view 
of pardoning grace. I loye to feel the sprinkling of my 
Redeemer's blood on my conscience, drawing forth the 
tears pf joy and gratitude in the view of a free pardon. 
I love to dwell on the seal of reconciliation, while my 
heart, glowing with gratitude, sinks into the arms of my 
redeeming Lord, in full confidence of his love, and my 
safety for ever. I love to feeL longings aftpr rlnser com- 
munion, af^r more confomiiiy to his image, more useful- 
ness in his church, to my fellow members of the body of 
Christ, and to all his creatures. I love to feel deeply 
interested in the success of the Gospel, in the declarative 
glory of Jehovah, as manifested in his works of cresttion 
and providence, but chiefly in the super-excellent work 
of redemption : for ' thou hast magnified thy Word above 
all thy great name.' 

1798. 
On Pope's essay, " Glows in the stars, and blossoms 
in the trees," — There the poet must stop : thus far the 
natural mind, richly endowed with human powers, can 
go and trace a God of power, wisdoili, and beneficence : 
O th&t thou hadst had eyes to see, and discern what 
flesh and bloqd could never reach ; that all these glo- 
ries, glorious as they are, dwindle into tapers, when 
compared with Jehovah manifested in the face of Jesus 
Christ. Every star, every tree, all vegetating, burst- 
ing, blooming life, set thee at a distance ; they all an- 
swer the end of their creation, manifesting his glory 
as thou sayest ; but dan they tell thee, how this God 
can be just, and yet justify the ungodly, rebels to his 
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sovereignty, and to every attribute as really possessed 
by him; torturing even his fidr and beautiful creation, 
and bringing it into subjection to their lusts, as thou hast 
well sung : murmuring at, and rebelling against, his dis- 
pedsations in providence ; hardening themselves against 
his government ; perverting every good to their own 
misery, and sucking wretchedness from means of bless- 
edness : can all that thou hast sung bring into conge- 
niality, perfection of wickedness, and perfection of ho- 
liness, perfection of wretchedness and perfection of 
happiness, perfect opposition in nature and principle ! 
Here thy song stops short. Thou seest the evils and the 
misery ; thou hast a glimpse of an opposite good, but all 
means proposed by thee, ever have, and ever wiU, prove 
inadequate to the attainment of it : the very attributes 
of a just and holy God oppose it : heaven and earth must 
stand amazed at the declaration that God would justify 
the ungodly ! 



1800. 

O my God, I account it an honourable office thou hast 
given me. I have received it from thee. O enable me 
to execute it to thee. 

Father of the fatherless; Husband of the widow! 
make me a fit instrument in thy hand of distributing thy 
bounty. Give discernment and judgment, tenderness, 
gentleness, humility, and love ; let love to thee be the 
principle of my every action ; lead me in the straight 
path of duty ; on the matter, the manner, the time, let 
' holiness to the Lord' be written. I thank thee for this ' 
sum, towards the relief of thy creatures ; be with us this 
evening, and direct our determination as to the division 
of it Am£n. 



^ 1800. 
I have entered into my closet ; I have shut my door ; 
I would pray to my Father, who is in secret ; I would be 
shut up with my indwelling God ; but see the crowds 
that follow : see my treacherous heart that gives them 
admission ; see my unsanctified imagination going ofif 
with themi leaving nothing before thee but a lifele«& Vxcoo^ 
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of cia^. Help, Lord ! Hast thou not redeemed me Irom 
rim lOMginatipitt ? Lord, fill all thy temple : * Cast oat 
the buyers ands^ers :' thyself prepare room for close, 
undisturbed, h<^y confefenee. Grant that, according to 
the riches of thy ^ory , I may be strengthenied with mi^t 
by thy Spirit in the inner man : dwell in my heart by 
faith, * that rooted and grounded in loye, I may be able 
to comprehend with all sunts, what is the breadth, and 
length, and height, and depth, and to know the love of 
Christ, which.plisseth knowledge, and be filled with all 
the iiilness of God.' Giye unto thy redeemed serrant 
the l^rit of wisdom and rerelation. Kereal thyself more 
and more in my soul; enlighten the eyes of my understand- 
ing. Lord, improve, enlarge, the powera of the new man. 
Spirit of the Father and of the Son, do thine office ; * take 
cf the tfaii^ of Christ, and show them unto me ;' that I 
rnay know what is the hope of his calling, smd what the 
* riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, and 
what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward 
who beliere according to the working of his mighty power, 
which he wrought in Christ, when he raised bim from the 
dead, and set him at the Father's right hand, in the hea- 
Tenly places, far above all principalities, and powers, and 
might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not 
on^ in this world, but also in that which is to come ; 
and hath put all things under his feet, and given him to be 
the head over all things, to the church, which is his 
body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. Filled 
with all the fulness of God ! the fulness of him who fill- 
eth all in ell I' O what things are these ! My soul stretches 
to comprehend, but weak and feeble, cannot climb those 
glorious heights, nor dig into these, to me, unsearchable 
depths. I can only spell after the language of the Holy 
Ghost ; lisp out his own words. I dare not trust my 
powers of comprehension to vary even the mode of ex- 
pression. 

Well, it may be best for me; the valley of humility 
maybe safest mrme. ' Father, glorify thy name !' Thou 
hast quickened me ; I am not what I was. Thou hast 
wrought in me a measure of faith and love ; thou hast 
scaled me with the Holy Spirit of promise *, thou hast 
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^ren me the earnest of mj inheritaaoe ; tite liitt poatei- 
8ion shall come in thy appointed time. Wherefore I will 
siflg * unto Him that is aole, and will iq exceeding alma- 
dantlj above all I can a9k»' thinly, or cpmpreh^, ac- 
cording to that same mighty power that worketh in us. 
Unto Him be glory in the charch, by Christ Jesus, 
throughout ail ages, world without end. Amen. 

M^ covenant God» and t;he God of my house ! Thy 
Spintsaith/Vifanvman lacks wisdom, letbim ask of God.* 
Thou knowest the difficulty and danger of the present 
case. We are ignorant of hidden motions and principles ; 
of Satan's suggestions ; of corresponding or discordant 
circumstances; of future providences and events. Lord^ 
give counsel. 

If information and advice be duty oii the pairt of thy 
servant, determine on the^side of duty, be the danger 
what it may ; and, O ! search, try, and deUver irom every 
selfish, or hidden impure motive. Give prudence ia the 
choice of words, in the time and ipanner, ag weU as puri- 
ty in the matter. Save from injuring any of the indivi- 
duals concerned. And, O ! prepare the heart of thy 
other servant, to receive this office of friendship, with a 
proper degree of confidence. Save from unjust suspi- 
cions, that it may be taken as meant in love, in Christian 
love and friendship. 

thou, who knowest all hearts, all motives, aU: circum- 
stances, past, present, and future ! Overrule for the 
manifestation of truth ; for the safety and gopd of thy 
servant, and for the closer union of all concerned in the 
bauds of Christian love, confidence, and affection ; and, 
as our covenant God, in whoqi we trust for guidance in 
every path of duty, glorify thy naine. 

1 table this prayer in &ith, and wait an answer of 
peace, from thy inward teaclungt and manifestation in 
the course of thy providence. Amen. 

1800. 

Psalm Ixzii. 17. ^ His name shall endure for ever; His 

name shall be continued as lon^ as the sun, and men only 

shall be blessed in him. All nations shall call hioi blessed. 

Blessed be the Lord God, the God otf Israel, who abae 

H 
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doeth wondrous things, and blessed be his glorious nam^ 
(or ever, and let the whole earth be filled with his glory. 
Amen, and Amen.' 

Again have I and my children been fed with Christ's 
flesh and his blood, at his own table. < Glorious things 
are said of thee, thou city of our God ;' and rich the pro- 
vision of the house of our God ; wonderful the scheme 
that hath made sinful, guilty, rebel sinners, the citizens 
of this holy city, inhabitants of this holy house. Mysteri- 
ous truth ! The bity itself, the house of God ; the temple 
of^ the Lord, in which he delighteth to dwell. Closer 
yet, more mysterious, yet equally true, * his body, his 
flesh, and his bones ;' closer still ; one Spirit with him. 
As Mediator Emmanuel, he is the bond of union, whereby 
the guilty sons and daughters of Adam are made one with 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Wonderfully 
and fearfully are we made, as creatures ; as a rational 
creature, who can understand and comprehend himself? 
How these members were fashioned 1 How this spark 
of vital flame was breathcid into the lifeless lump or 
atom. Wonder-working Lord ! Thou only knowest ; 
wonderful are all the works of creation ; but O, what 
are they to thy work of Redemption ! To bring worlds 
out of nothing ; to bring light out of darkness, was thy 
easy work ; but to bring good out of evil ; this, this was 
ihe wonder ! Thousands, and ten thousands of worlds, . 
were, and may y^t be created without cost! God says, 
Let it bty and it is : btit Redemption ! O, wbo can tell 
the cost ! Blessed Jesus ! God manifested in the flesh ! 
Christ ! Babe of Bethlehem I Man of Sorrows ! Victim 
on the Croiss ! Thou only canst tell — ^ Blessed be the , 
Lord God of Israel who alone doeth wondrous things, 
and blessed b^ his ^orious name for ever :' whatever &e 
cost, it is Jinishtdi He bowed his head and said, it is 
finished J This finishi^d Work is the Ni^w Testament, which 
he bequeathed to his disciples ! '* the same night in which 
he was betrayed.' When * he took bread, blessed it, 
brake it, gave it to his disciples, and said, Take, eat, this 
is my body broken for you ; and took the cup, and gave 
thanks, and gave it to tiiem, saying. Drink ye all of it ; 
for this is the New Testament in my blood, Which is 
ished for many for the remission of sins.' 



BEVOTIONAL EXERCISES. 91 

\ The New Testament I O, who can tell the blessings 
and benefits contained in this testament, this dying lega- 
cy of our dear Emmanuel, purchased and sealed with 
his blood I What is the amount of it ? What the sum of 
blessings contained in it ? Behold, God is become our 
salvation. This is the amount. God himsislf, God in 
Christ, reconciling us unto himself: by his migh^ power, 
subduing the enmity that is in us ; melting our flinty 
hearts ; drawing us with the cords of love ; creating us 
anew after his own image, which we had totally lost ; 
uniting us to himself, even m , who were enmity itself, 
but now are become one with God, who is love. This 
fs the work we have this day been celebrating. A given, 
^ ^ bom, a Mvixig, a suffering, dying, risen, ascended, glo- 
rified, reigning, Saviour ! The Lord of Hosts, the King 
of kings, the Almighty God, dwelling with men, dwell- 
ing in men, and feeding* them with his own body and 
t>lood. ' Behold God is become our salvation, we will 
trust and not be afraid, for the Lord Jehovah is our 
strength and our song, he also is become our salvation, 
therefore with joy will we draw water out of the wells 
-lof eal -r at toiu? Hia attributes are the never-failing source j 
his ordinances the wells of salvation. God himself is, is 
ours, all that he is, is ours, to bless and to make us hap- 
py. . Tien thousand springs issue from this blessed 
source, specified and particularized in his Bible, expe- 
rienced and celebrated by his saints. Let us driidc and 
be refreshed, rejoice and praise : for O who can tell the 
amount of our riches, in having God for pur portion ! All 
things are ours, we are Christ's, aA^^hrist is God's. 

, )^ May 3, 1801. 

< Sing unto the Lord, for jb^i^th done excellent things, 
this is known in all thei ^HW'* 

Nearly six weelfs^ have elapsed^ since my children 
launched toto God's^ .o«cean.* The Sabbath after, I re- 
quested the prayers of the churches for them according 
to their own desire. The Lord is a prayer-hearing 
God, he has answered, and will answer. 

• Mr. and Mrs. Bethune, and one of their children tailed for Lirerpool 
i»M«trch, 1801. 



92 BETOTIOKAL ^SCHCISES. 

The weather has . been ttocoMttjimlj tempesiuotM ; J 

reed of many disasters in consequence. How it has 

laredy or does ftirei with my children, He who lovet 

them knows. Their Saviour and their God sifteth on 

the ctondS) and directeth the storm : they ere 'his ser- 

Tants, shall, accomplish his purposes, which all terminate 

.in salvation to his people. My children are his ; the 

Uessinp of thiB eyerlasting Gospel shall preserve their 

souh in peace. Their God shall conduct them to their 

destined port, but that port may be heaven : and if it 

should, my soul, wilt thou grieve ? darest thou grieve ? 

No, my God ; if Grace be in exercise when the news 

reaches me, I will say, as in forlner times, all is well, 

*' He hath done all things well.'' I renew my blank, 

noted in my exercise of January 1, 1796. 

July 14, laar. 

I HAve received letters from my children. What 
shall I remder to the Lord for a)l his mercies, mercies 
temporal, inerbies spiritual, mercies eternal, multiplied 
meivy ! God himself is become my salvation ; how un'^ 
speakable the blessing ! though chastisement and nffiit;- 
tion Wertft tiie means of my correction, and sanctifica- 
tion^ or the very vengeance taken on my inventions t 
ibr my character and name is the same wiUi treacherous 
Judah, and backsliding Israel. His name changeth not. 
* Thtf Lord God, merciful and gracious, slow to anger, 
forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin.* O how has 
he magiciified this name to me a backslider in heart and 
life ; how has he ovultiplied pardons, healed my back- 
slidings, restored my soul, and filled me with joy and 
peace in believing! Not only so, but in this *vale of 
tears ;• this « land of dr61%bit, this waste howling wil- 
derness : where man is born %e trouble, as the sparks 
fly upward.* My cup runs over^ivith temporal blessings 
and enjoyments, all his creatures Mfiilister to my comfort, 
his ^ly proiddence adds. 

It is ^een weeks since my children launched into 
God's ocean : many mxious hours of suspense hiave agi- 
tated my breast. The Lord knows I did try to wait the 
manifestation of his will, with patience aud resigoatioD^ 
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'^d to his praise I record it, eyen in the riew of partings 
1 was not without comfort. 

Sarelj, surely, God is enough for me, and while he is 
my portion, and the portion of my children, I cannot he 
comfortless ; * goodness and mercy shall follow us ;* 
whatever aspect providences may wear, the end shall he 
^^odness and mercy. 

Jii/2(28, 1801. 

My dear Pastor, Mr. M. sailed for Britain. I thank 
thee, good and kind Shepherd of Israel, for all those pro- 
vidences, which seemed small things at the time, that 
hedged me into that congregation ; for all the benefits 
and comforts I enjoyed under the ministry of thy aged 
servant, now before thy throne, and that thou preparedst 
thy young servant to fill his place, when the time of his 
departure came. 

1 thank thee for all the endowments of our young pas- 
tor, of nature and of grace. I thank thee, that thou hast 
kept liim faithful to Him who has called him, and for the 
precious treasure thou hast put in that earthen vessel. 

Now, Lord, that thou hast called him to leave his fa- 
mily, and his flock, to travel to a foreign land, in the ser- 
vice which thou requirest ; go with him, prosper him, 
overrule all his concerns, for thy glory, the good of his 
soul, of the church in general, and his own little flock in 
particular. Amen. Glorify thy name. 

J^Tovember 22, 1801* 
Isabella S — is very ill, she appears to be in a stupor. 
Two physicians are attending, but * my eyes are to the 
Lord.' She is his own, dedicated to him in baptism, in 
which we took hold of his covenant, a God in Christ for 
her, in particular, for ourselves and our children. 

I desire not to draw back, but the Lord strengthening 
me, to give up at his call. If it be his will to spare her, 
she is still his own to be done by, with, and for, as his in- 
tinite wisdom may see fit, for his own glory, and her eiet - 
nal interest. If he is about to remove her out of the; 
world, she is his own ; out of the mouth of this babe 
will he perfect praise ; with th^t company of little chil- 

H2 
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drea cf vrbom k tiie kipgcloiii of hearen, slie shall joio in 
the ioiif c^Moee^flHid the Lamb, *\ to him that redeemed 
Qt aod wash^ as from oar sins in his owiiblaod« to him 
be ^o^* bonoor, donanion, and power/* 

O Lord, one petition I prefer— if it be thy will to take 
her oat of the worid, take her in thine antis, andxarry 
her throng^ the dark Tallej; grant to her a gentle and 
easy pataage^ and an abandant entrance into thy king- 
dom, and tone oar hearts to sing — ^ The Lord gave, and 
the Lord hath taken awa^, blessed be the name of the 
Lord.' Amen. 



/favember 23^ 1801. 

This day, the dear Isabella joined the charch tri- 
omphant, took her place amongthat company of little chil- 
dren which Christ has pronounced blessed, and ** of the 
kingdom of Heaven." I yesterday asked of the Lord, 
that he would take her in his arms, and carry her through 
the dark yaUey, that he would gire her a gentle and easy 
passage, and an abandant entrance inta his kingdom. O, 
he heard my prayer ; it was indeed soft and gentle ; not 
a strogi^e, not a groan — and the affliction which brought 
down the frame was moderate throuf^out, I was ezsa- 
bled to resign the Lord's own into his own hand, in the 
faith thac he did receive, and would keep ihki which I 
committed to him. 

My soul is satisfied ; more than satisfied : I rejoice, 
and congratulate the lovely babe on her early escape 
from a world of sin and sorrow, to the arms of her dear 
Redeemer, and to perfeot blessedness with him. 

Aov«m6er 24, 1801. 

The beautifiil clay of our Isabella is now consigned 
to the tomb. Never but once did I behold such a lovely 
tf>bject. It seemed to say, " weep not for Bella, she in 
happy.*^ Weep we did, though grieve we did not, k 
was a strange delightful melting of heart over a sweet 
child, gone home to our own Father and God, to be con- 
summately happy. 

In the morning the Rev. Mr. P. and Mr. A. came in. 
Mr. P. prayed. The parents and I spent much time 
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musing oyer and feasting our eyes with the lovely relic, 
which seemed to brighten inb^auty as it lay, waiting the 
company to convey it to its parent earth. 

It is done^^^finished — ^tlie soul with Godj the body in 
the tomb. . It is all well — ^yes, onr Covenant Godj tiiou 
dost all things well. I firmly believe thy mercy b over 
all thy works. Goodness^ mercy^ yea, loving kindness 
has marked thy every step. I believe it now. I shall 
see it soon 

Now, our God, follow this bereavement with thy pu* 
rifying, sanctifying grace; O, enable us all to. search 
and try our ways. Lead our souls into a knowledge of 
the secret corruptions of our hearts, that we may confess 
and mourn over them, wash in the blood of Christ, be 
pardoned, restored, and get a great victory. O enable, 
through life, to abide in Christ ; to keep close to thee, 
transacting all our affairs with thee, before they come in- 
to the view of the world. Let thy wisdom and thy Spi- 
rit, in connexion with thy providences, be our counsel- 
lors. O keep us in a dependant frame of mind, humble 
and watchful. Strip us of all self-confidence. May we 
at the same time be strong in the; Lord, and the power 
of thy might j rejoicing in thee, the God of our salva- 
tion, * the strength of our heart, and our portion for 
ever.' Glory, glory, glory to Father, Son, and blessed 
Spirit. Amen, and Amen. 

December 21, 1801. 

It is my earnest desire * to grow in graco^ and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Siuriour Jesus Christ.' It is 
my desire * to love the Lord my God with all my heart, 
with all my soul, with all my strength, and with all my 
mind, and to love my neighbour as myself,^ so as to do 
to him whatever I could expect from Christian principles 
in him, on an exchange of circumstances. 

It is my desire to ' give all diligence to add to my 
faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowjedge tempe- 
rance, to temperance patience, to patience godliness, to 
godhness brotherly kindness, to brotherly kindness cha* 
rity, that these things being in me and abounding, I may 
be neither barren nor unfruitfiil in the ki^owle<|ge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,' 
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I desire to grow in grace day by day, to profit by 
every ordinance of God's appointing, and by every 
providence ; and I pray, Lord, I pray, that thou wouldaf 
grant me my desire, so as that I may become more 
spiritual, more discerning in the Scriptures, more fruitful 
in good works : that thou mayest increase also my humili- 
ty. Open to my view more of the extent and spirituali-^ 
ty of thy divine law ; the majesty, purity, holiness, of 
thy nature ; the exceeding sinfcdness of sin ; the hid- 
den corruptions of my own heart, and my inability to 
search them out, and to crucify them ; give me also more 
just views of my past life, that I may ever be convinced 
that I am, what I really am, < the very chief of sinners, and 
the least of all saints :' and that it is entirely of Grace, 
that I am what I am. O make out this promise to me ; 
I will table it in thine own words : Ezekiel xvi. 62. < I 
wiU establish my Covenant with thee : and thou shalt 
know that I am the Lord.' I confess myself the charac- 
ter described in the two foregoing chapters ; and though 
thou hast chastened me ten thousand times less than my 
iniquities deserve, even by the constitution of the New 
Covenant, thou hast chastened me. Now, O Lor(il, most 
merciful, and gracious, who * pardonest iniquity, trans- 
gression, and sin,' for thy name's sake, do to and for me 
as thou hast said — * I will establish my Covenant with 
thee : and thou shalt know that 1 am the Lord. That 
thou mayest remember, and be confounded, and never 
open thy mouth any more because of thy shame, when I 
am pacified towards thee for all that thou hast done, saith 
the Lord God.' Amen. 

August, 1802. 
Ezekiel, xx. 32. ' And that which cometh into your 
mind shall not be at all, that you say, we will be as the 
heathen, as the families of the countries, to serve wood and 
stone.' Verse 35, * And I will bring you into the wilder- 
ness, and there will I plead w'l'ch you, face to face : 36, 
^ like as I pleaded with your fathers in the wilderness of 
the land of Egypt, so will I plead with you,^aith the 
Lord God ; and I will cause you to pass under the rod, 
and I will bring you into the bond of the Covenant.' 
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Verse 43, * And ye shaU remember your waj»» and all 
jour doings, wherein ye hare been defiled, and ye shall 
loathe yourselTes in your «wn sight, for iXL your evils 
that ye have committed, and ye sImU know that I am the 
Lord, when I hare wrought with you for my name's 
9ske ; not according to your wicked wsgrs, nor accord* 
log to your corrupt dmng?, O ye house of Israel, saith 
the Lord God.' It is good, yes. Lord, it is all good ; too 
often have we said, ' we will be as the heathen, to serve 
wood and stone.' Often hast thou chastened, often have 
we confessed, often resolved that we would walk more 
softly, more tenderly, more circumspectly before thee. 
But, alas ! when thy hand is removed, when tboitheal- 
est us, and restorest to us health, comfort, and our plea- 
sant things, we wax fat and ktck^ nestle in our comfort, 
abuse thy gifts, and lose sight of the giver. Alas, Lord ! 
&US it must ever be with us, when we keep not near to 
thee ; we cannot walk one step alone without stumbling. 
Thou knowest these naturally wicked hearts, that they 
are deceitful above all things, they betray us before we 
are aware. Kessed, ever messed, be our God for his 
Well ordered covenant l BlsAged for the discipline of it I 
O Lord, we are again in th^e wilderness, and under thy 
chastisingrod : for weeks past, we have * eaten no pleasant 
bread ;' thy rod is still suspended over our pleasant, our 
dear child ; the streams of life ebb, he sickens, he dies, 
a thou interfere not. Bjit the issues from death are in 
tiiv hand, and our eyes are towards thee. In vain are 
all means, all medicines, if thou infuse not the healing 
virtue. Thy weeping servants seek the heahng virtue 
from thy waters, thy seas, thy purer air. All nature is 
injthy hand, and ministers thy pleasure ; to some con- 
vejring health, to some disease. An herb fresh from our 
mother earth, to be boiled in simple milk, as the figs for 
Hezekiah's boils, has been proposed by a weak woman : 
O let thi» prove the appointed mean, or direct and point 
out that which thou wilt bless, and let our hearts and 
tongues give the glory to thee. We deserve this bereave- 
ment ; but, Lord, what do we not deserve ? Even accord- 
ing to the constitution of the Covenant of Grace, and 
consistent with thy pardoning, saving mercy, and all 
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thy long suffering ; wert thoa to take reliance oq our 
inyentioiis, by exercising all thy threatened chastise- , 
ments ; should we eyer be out of the furnace ? but even 
in this yiew, thou neyer hast dealt with us as oar ini- 
quities deseryed. < He will not always chide, neither 
will he keep his anger for eyer.' Thou hast, in thou-^ 
sands of instances, * cast our sins behind thy back, into 
the midst of the sea; blotted them out, to remember 
them no more for eyer. Thy ways are not as our ways^ 
nor thy thoughts as our thoughts.' We may pleads 
* deal not with us te we sin : but according to the multi- 
tude of thy mercies, blot out our transgressions. Par- 
don our iniquity, for it is yery great.' Affliction is ap- 
pointed, but it ii * in measure, when it shooteth iR>rth.' O 
debate with it, and according to thy promise, * Stay thy 
rough wind, in the day of thine east wind.' Lord, say 
it is enough f g^ye the blessing, and by this measure shall 
iniquity be purged, and the fruit be to take away sin. 
All means are dike in thy hand, and any measure. In 
holy soyereignty and consummate wisdom, thou afflictest, 
and in thy hand afflictions yield the peagealde fmits of 
righteousnesB^: the hearts i£ihj people are melted, and 
they sing of mercy and of judgment, and glorify thy 
name. But, O Lord, a look such as thou gayest to Peter, 
will melt our hearts, and restore our backsliding souls. 
The announcing our pardon by the same power, will make 
them oyerflow with loye. If thou but call us by name as 
thou didst a great sinner at thy sepulchre, with the same 
power, we shall recognise our Sayiour, and worship him. 
O Lord, our God, eyer faithful to thy proinises, thou 
hast said, ' whatsoeyer ye ask in my name, belieying that 
ye receiye, I will do it' O Lord, I ask not the life of 
this child on this ground. I haye through life asked one 
thing of thee, and that will I seek to obtain, while life and 
breath remain, and reason and grace, I will seek it ; seek 
it with importunity, holding fast by thy promise to do it, 
and belieying that it shall be according to my petition. 
Make good to me, this thy promise, in a spiritual and 
eternal sense. Be my God, and the God of my seed, 
and of my seed's seed to the latest generation. Let my 
peed, according to the flesh, be thine by regener^on of 
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the Holy Ghost ; it is a great boon ; but bast thou not 
said, < Open thy mouth wide, I will fill it ?' Father, do 
' as thou hast said : this is ipy one petition, and I cannot 
be said nay. I ask for myself, my children, and my 
children's children, to the latest generation; the life 
which Christ died to purchi«:e, uM. Uves to bestow, that 
we may be made one with him, ajl our life hid with. him 
in God. Amen, and Amen. 

But, O my Father ! thou hast said, be careful for no- 
thing ; but in every .thing, by prayer and supplication, 
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known un- 
to God. I ask with submission to thy holy will, if con- 
sistent with thy glory,/his good, and the good of the pa- 
rents, the life of this child ; that thou may est spare him 
for our comfort, but first for thine own gloiy ; that thou 
may est give the dififerent branches of this ramily a joy- 
ful liieeting, a fiiU feast of grateful thanks to thee for all 
thy mercies ; and our hearts rejoice before thee foi* the 
abundance of comfort. Shouldest thou, in thy adorable 
wisdom, otherwise determine, thy blessed and thy holy 
will be done. Wash the soul of this child in the. blood 
of Jesus, clothe him with thy righteousness, sanctify him 
by thy Spirit, and fit him in every respect for thy king- 
dom. And, O my divine Redeemer, I renew my peti- 
tion which thou didst so evidently grant in the case of 
our dear Isabella ; take him in thine arms of mercy ; 
soflen and shorten .the parting pangs, and carry him gen- 
tly through the dark valley, and give him an abundant 
entrance into thy heavenly kingdom, to joii^ the Hosan- 
nas of thy Uttle children, of whom thy kingdom is part- 
ly made up ; and O sanctify the affliction to all concern- 
ed ; direct our exercise iaccording as thine all-seeing, 
heart-searching eye, sees we need ; that being duly ex- 
ercised, it may bring forth the peaceable fruits of right- 
eousness, and ^ the fruit of affliction be to take away sin,* 
and the glory of all redound to thee, Father, Son, and - 
blessed Spirit ! Amen, and Amen. 

August 20i 1802. 
A LETTER from S — , informs me my children hai^e land- 
ed thei'e, after much fatigue, and that Thomas is consi- 
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derablj better. What shall I say, O Lord ! Art thaa in« 
deed going to spare ? wilt thoa by this measure purge 
iniquity, bring sin to remembrance, and give repentance, 
and yet spare our comforts ? O for hearts, and tongues, 
and hyes, to .praise our God. O Lord give suitable ex- 
ercise, and let not this affliction pass without fruit. I 
thmik thee for mitigation of trouble, and for respite ; 
may it be thy blessed will to complete his cure, and write 
gratitude, thankfulness, and praise on all our hearts, and 
let the influence be seen on our after walk, for Christ's 
sake. < So we thy people, and sheep of thy pasture, 
will give thee thanks for ever ; we will show forth thy 
praise to all generations, Psalm Ixxix. 13. And run in 
the way of thy commandments, wlien thou hast enlarged 
our hearts,* Psalm cxix. 32. 



September f 1802. 

* What manner of persons ought we to be in all man- 
ner of holy conversation V 

^ O give thanks unto God, for he is good, and his raer- 
cv endureth for ever.* 

' How precious are thy thoughts unto us, O God ; how 
great is the sum of them.' 

* Were we to count them, they are more in number 
than the sand. When we awake we are still with thee.' 

' The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to 
anger, and of great mercy.' 

* The Lord is good to all, and his tender mercies are 
over aU his works.' 

« AU thy^ works shall praise thee, O Lord, and thy 
saints shall bless thee.' 

' Never hast thou dealt with us as our iniquities de- 
serve, nor rewarded us according to our transgressions.' 

* Who is a God like unto thee, who pardons iniquity, 
and passes by the transgression of the remnant of thy 
heritage. He retaineth not his anger for ever, because 
he delighteth in mercy.' 

< He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us, 
he will subdue our iniquities, and thou wilt cast all our 
sins' into the depths of the sea.' 

* Let Israel hope in the Lord, for with the Lord there. 
'^ mercy, and with him is plenteous redempticiu' 
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» ... 

* And he shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities.' 

Thomas is re;stored io perfect health, and th^ whole 
family enjoj a measure of that blessing. 

' The Lord hath, done ^eat things for us, whereof we 
are glad. The Lord hath turned our captivity, filled jOur 
mouth with laughter and our tongue with melody.' ^ 

Thou hast heard our petidons, restored our pleasant 
plant, and continuest with us all our pleasant things. 

It is a tim/e of prosperity ; thou giyest us the * upper 
and the nether springs ;' thou blessest my children ' in 
their basket and in their store ;' and while the riches of 
many are leaking to themselves wings, and flying away ; 
while many are sinking from affluence to poverty, falling 
on the right hand and qu the lefl ; by thy most manifest 
providence thou hast preserved them from Uie wreck. O 
teach them to acknowledge thy h^nd in all this, and to 
say and feel, * not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but to thy 
name be the glory. It is God that giveth power to get 
riehes.' O enable them to honour thee with < their sub* 
stance, and with the first fruits of all their increase.' 

' In the day of prosperity let them rejoice,' but l^t J|||^s 
joy be in the Lord. O let thy gifts, ever, ever, lead Ib^m 
to the Giver, and fill their hearts with gratitud<^, their 
mouths with praise ; and let their very actions be wor- 
ship, while they acknowledge thee in all their ways, and 
thou directest their steps. May they be as ' a city set 
on an hill, which cannot be hid, and their light shine be- 
fore men, that they seeing their good works, may' glori- 
fy their Father who is in Heaven.' 

And now, O Lord, we wait for thy blessing io the re- 
storation of our dear D. and I. B. and J. ' Thou hast 
shown them great and sore adversities,' and thou hast 
manifested thy power to save. ^ When they passed 
through the waters thou wast with them, and through the 
rivers they did not overflow them. When they walked 
through the fire they were not burnt, neither did the 
flames kindle upon them. For thou art the Lord their 
God, the Holy One of Israel their Saviour.' 

< Thou didst stay thy rough wind in the day of tliine 

east windy and in tiie mqltitude of their thoughts within 

^them did thy comforts delight their soul. Ttioa Aslxoisl'- 

I 
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bledst them under thy nughtj hand, and thou hast in the 
multitade of thy mercy e^ted them in due time.* 

In all their sojourning thou hast been with them ; and 
in fellowship with thy church, greatly hast thou comfort- 
ed them. Thou hast given them favour in the hearts of 
thy people, and made * the stones of the field to be at 
peace with them.' And now, O Lord, restore them to 
their friends and Christian society, and to their place 
which thou hast in thy goodness given and preserved to 
them. Here may they be thy witnesses, that ' thou art 
the Lord, and besides thee there is no Saviour.' 



1802. 
' DEAiibrother Pero,* happy brother Pero, thy Jesus 
m-whom thou trustedst, has loosed thy bonds, has 
brought thee to that rest which remains for the people 
of God ; thou drinkest of the pure river that maketh 
glad the city of our God ; of that blessed fountain from 
which issue all the streams which refresh and revive us 
weary pilgrims. But a little while ago, and thou wast 
weary, dark, and solitary ; thy flesh fettering and clog- 
ging thy spirit ; thy God trying thy faith, hope, and pa- 
Henc^, which he had previously implanted, watered, 
and made vigorous, to stand that trial more precious 
than gold that perisheth, though it be tried by fire, and 
was made manifest to the glory of that Saviour wha 
leav^ not his people in any case. If need be, the. 
are in heaviness, through manifold temptations, he knofi 
how to deliver them, having himself been tempts 
;Thou hadst a taste of his cup ; like him thou didst en- 
duire the coqtradictipn of sinners ; like him thou didst 
experience the desertion of friends, even thine old 
mistress, whom thou lately didst esteem as a sister in 
-« .Christ, and to whom .thou didst look for fresh commani^ 

* Pero was an elderh* man of colour, whom }Jlr. Andrew Smith had 
. parchasedy and made nee. 

Pero bad preriouslj been a freed man of Christ He had been for 
•one time ija ill health ; Mrs. Graham kindly attended on him, and read 
the scriptures to him : he died bj the bursting" of a blood-vessel, at an 
hoar when none of the UmWy were with him. mrs. Graham, in humility 
of q>irit, leproaches herself in this exercise, for haTjng been absent from 
iwB, witboiat iaquiring; into his situation, for one hour; 
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catioDS from and through that written word, which she 
could read and thou cpuldst not. Oh ! how did she 
proye as a broken reed unto thee ? how did she neglect 
thy necessity, and her own opportunity of bringing forth 
fruit in its season? Thou hast been no loser. The 
Lord has shoved aside the slothful servant, the unfaith- 
ful steward, who neglected to give thee thy meat in due 
season, and himself stept into her place ; taken thee 
from that household which was not worthy of thee, and 
led thee to those mansions of bliss which himself pur- 
chased and prepared ; set thee at that table which shall 
never be drawn, where thou shalt feast on all the ful- 
ness of Gpd, and drink of those pleasures which, are at 
his right hand for evermore. No need of old^mstress 
now ; no need of any earthly vessel now, nor of that 
written word which thou didst so highly prize. The 
word made flesh, has removed the veil tliat shaded the 
glory of the God-man from thine eyes; flesh and blood 
could not behold it; of this he has unclothed thee ; lefl 
it with us to look upon and mourn our sin. Thee he 
has introduced into the full vision of eternal day, where 
thou knowes^ as thou art known, and seest as thou art 
seen. O that full communion enjoyed between a holy 
soul and the perfection of holiness ! O that Light of Life i 
that Ocean of Love! that inconceivable blessedness! 
How hast thou out-run us, brother Pero? How dis- 
tanced us in a moment ? Oh could I not watch with thee 
one hour ! Oh that I had received thy last blessing, in- 
stead of which, conscious offence, deserved rebuke, 
painful compunction, wring my heart ; and perhaps the 
rod of correction may be suspended, and now ready t<^ 
fall on my guilty head. 

Father! O my Father! Am J not still thy child? still 
thy adopted ? O have not I an Advocate with thee, Jesus 
Christ, the righteous, whom thou hearest always ? does 
not the blood of Christ cleanse from all sin ? yes, O yes. 
This is my universal remedy ; thousands and ten thou- 
sands of times have I experienced its efficacy. Father, 
I again apply ; Blessed Spirit, do thine office ! Wash me 
and I shadl be clean, purge me and 1 shall be whiter than 
the snow. I confess my sin, I acknowledge mine iniquity. 
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Th6ti didst bring to me an old disciple, near and dear to 
his and my Saviodr ; thou dSdsi r^qniire ihe to miiiister 
tibto him all tHat he needed : the hononi* vras great, the 
opportunity ydasible. Thou didst empty the servant 
ibr a time, hid his comfort, that I might, throng thy writ- 
ten word, draw living waters for Urn, and give him to 
drink. O the honour ! Oh the negligence ! Thon didst 
send the call for thy disciple to come up to thee ; in thy 
providence thou didst make it first kndWn to me, that I 
might be instrumental in conveying to him, through the 
same channel, oil and trinmiing hr his lamp. Great 
wasth^ honour! Dignified the service ! But lost to me 
for ever. I passed by on the otSier side. Blessed, blesit- 
ed Jesus! The good Samaritan, who poured the oil and 
wine into hi9 wounds, and took him, not ^o an inn, but 
to those mansions in the skies, trhich he with his own 
blood purchased for hinl ; sanctify, 6 sanctify, to me 
this thy providence ; pardon my sinful part in it. Sa- 
viour, wash me in thy blood, and sanctify, and bring good 
out of even my transgression. O, by thy grace, let it 
be a mean of stirring me up to more watchfulness, that 1 
may meet the opportunities afforded me in thy provi- 
dence, to occupy, till thou come. 

Septetnhery 1802. 

This day has the Lord our Qod answered all Our prayers, 
and enriched us beyond the ordinary lot Of humanity. 
D. and I. B. and J. are restored to'their preserved places, 
and to the bosom of their family. < We are as men who 
dream ; our mouths are filled with laughter, our tongues 
#ith melody ; the Lord hath done great things fbr us, 
whereof we are glad. Thou hast turned our captivity as 
streams in the south. ttTe sowed in tears, we have reaped 
in joy. Bless the Lord, O our souls,' ever true and 
faithuil is his word, * They that go forth weeping, bear- 
ing precious seed, shall doubtless come again rejoicing, 
bringing their sheaves with them.' 

* O Lord, from thee is our fruit found ;' may oursheates 
be miany and Weighty, tiiou working aU our works in us, 
to thine owh glory and our blessedness. Amen. 
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December^ t^OSt. 
The lovely plant which the Lord had blasted, which 
brought down our hearts with grief, which he had re- 
stored and clothed with smiling health and comfort, again 
sickened^ declined, wasted ; every mean proved ineffec 
tual ; the Lord refused the healing virtue. He was 
brought to town to be near the physicians, but the Phy- 
sician of Israel aided them not. Disease increased ; 
with pain, sickness, convulsion, much He suffered, and 
long ; he had a taste of the Redeemer's cup, and of the 
bitterness of sin, but no part of the curse, <^^ the Re • 
deemer drank and expended ; and havijig-by his atoning 
blood purged this little one from his sins, and perfected 
all his redeeming work in his soul, he received him into 
his own heavenly abodes. It is well, all well. Amen. 

L read this day the xtkyi, chapter of Ezekiel, and plead- 
ed God's promises from the 22d verse to the end, for 
myself, for my children, and seed afler them ; for the 
church of God throughout the world, in particular for 
this country, for Britain and Ireland, France and Germa- 
ny, where his name was once known, and his Gospel 
flourished. That the Lord would ' build the waste pla- 
ces and repair the breaches ;' that he would < purify the 
sons of Levi,' fill all pulpits with able, faithful ministers 
of the New Testament, who * shall declare the whole 
counsel of God ;' and that wherever his name is record- 
ed, the Holy Ghost might fill the place, and convince the 
hearts of preachers and hearers, of sin, of righteousness, 
and of judgment ; might * take of the things of Christy 
and show unto them ;' and that the great Head of the 
church might regulate and overrule sdl these breaches, 
differences, and shakings in his churches. 

O Lord, I am ignorant ; I know not the mind of the 
Spirit of promise as thou knowest it. The promise of 
the fruit of the tree, and the increase of the earth, of the 
com, the wine, and the oil, is thine, as are all others. I 
am ignorant how far this refers to spiritual prosperity, 
how far to temporal. I ask, O Lord,xovenant provision, 
the fruit of the seed sown in the hearts of men by ttdne. 

1 2 



ownBfirit ; and that thoa maye^t IraBd the mined citie» 
of Unr ctorches, aad 101 them * witb aaea like a flock, as 
tiie mick of Jenualenau in her aolemn feaato ; ao ahall 
the waste dtiea be fiHed with flockaof men, and they 
ahall know tlMit thou ait the Lord.' Thy fair, thy rich, 
tirjr heavtiful creation, b also the fruit of grace. The 
wicked poeaess it, bat they fanjoy it not. Thy people 
are the heirs, but thou, as a wiae and merciful Father, 
g^veat them to possess according aa thy wisdom sees safe 
and good for them. When witii the things of this world 
they imbibe the spirit of the ^nen of the world ; when 
they nestle in thy giAs and forget the Giver ; when they 
enjoy mth a carnal spirit, and not with thankfulness, and 
a dale, sense of their dependance on thee, as the God of 
providence, aa well as of grace ; thou in mercy, as in 
sovereignty, blastest their pleasant things, mi^est their 
cup of prosperity with wonnwood and gadl, or sweepest 
all away with a turQ of thine hand ; tibat thou mayest 
teach them that * man does not Uve by bread alone, but 
b^ ftYttvy word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God;' 
that thou jniyest withdraw them from sinful purposes, 
and hide pride from them ; that thou mayest open their 
ears to instruction, and seal it on their hearts ; thou 
dashest to pieces their broken cisterns, that thou mayest 
lead th^m back to the fountain of living waters* 

It is good, O Lord, all good ; I lay hold upon it ; be 
thou the provider of me and mine ; feed us with food 
convenient for us. Thine own word testifies, ' that every 
creature of God is good, and nothing is to be refused if it 
be received with thanksgiving, for it is sanctified by the 
word of God and prayer. I and the children, for whom 
I pray, possess many, yea, an abundance of temporal good 
thincs. O Lord, give suitable grace, grace fer grace ; 
Spint of grace t with thankfulness in our hearts, keep us 
humble, dependant, spiritual ; enable us to receive all 
through a covenant chimnel, as the provision of ourFather , 
by tjie way through this wi^idernoss. O may all be sanc- 
tified by thy word and prayer, and we enabled ' to eat 
«nd drink to thy gliory.' Amen. 

Read the 138 psalm. * Though the Lord be hi^, yet 
kfih he respect unto the lowiy ; though 1 walk in the 
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iiiid9t of trouble, thoa wilt revive me. The Lord will 
f&lfSoet that which concerneth me ; thy mercy, O Lord, 
eadiireth for eyer ; forsake not thou the works of thine 
hands.' 

Redeeming work is thy work ; regenerating work is 
thy woA ; sanctifying work is also thine. 

The first is finished, the second began, to be perfect- 
ed in the third. O Lord, I hang on thy promises, which 
witii Christ are aU mine, thongh I have not at all times 
the savour of them ; this is mine infirmity, and often my 
sin. O keep me looking unto Jesus. 

March 2S, 1803. 

Sacrament Sabbath, Dr. M — preached from Romans 
vi. 17 : * But God be thanked that ye were, (were in 
the past time, not now,) the servants of sin, but ye have 
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was 
delivered you.' 

O Lord, I do believe the doctrines of thy Gospel ;. I 
know that I am delivered from sin as a master ; it hdth 
not dominion over my will, nor entire dominion over my 
affections ; I would be thine, thy servant, thy child, 
thine in all obedience. I feel this new principle in the 
desires of ray soul. I would do all things to thee, in 
act, and in principle. But, O Lord, the old man is still 
here, harassing and hindering my new will, (which I 
have received from thee,) from acting with freedom and 
energy. Unhallowed nK)tives steal in, by-ends present 
themselves ; and when outward duty is attained to, Uiere 
is more of sin than of righteousness. Though entered 
upon with some measure of purity, 3'et before it is finish- 
ed, I am at a toss to discern the true principle by which 
I am actuated. Lord, help me ! hast thou not promised 
to work in me both * to will and to do of thy good plea^ 
sui^e ?' Is it not the grand end of thy death, that thou 
might purify to thyself a glorious churoh, * not having 
spot nor wrinkle, nor any such thing ;' and shall not I 
be a partaker ? Art thou not * made of God unto thy 
people, wisdom, righteousness, sauctiication, and com- 
plete redemption V O Lord, my heart pstnts for rederap- 
tlon from ipdweUing sin. This depraviiy of my nature. 
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this opposition of my nature, this eiril that is ever pre* 
sent with me when I woald do good, this indolence, this 
listlessness, this want of zeal, or else self-will, keenness 
o£ temper, impatience, haste : O Lord, there is a host of 
enemies ; gird me, arm me, shield me, lead me forth un- 
der thy banner ; be my victorions King. * I will go in 
thy name, trusting in thy promised strength and grace to 
help in every time of need.' Glory be to God, Father, 
Son, and blessed Spirit, for the grace in which I stand. 
But for Grace I had been a willing slave to sin to this 
hour. By that same Grace I shall one day attain to vic- 
tory. I cast my burden on the Lord, he will sustain un- 
til he deliver ; and go up through the wilderness, trusting 
in the promises, and continue fighting in his strength. 
' My soul waits for thy salvation.' Lord, enable me to 
keep ' looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of 
&ith.' O give faith in every part of kk mediatorial 
character ! May I feed upon him and be strong for thia 
sore fight. Give courage, O Lord ; press me forward : 
may I resolve, and keep the resolution, ' to resist unto 
blood, striving against sin.' 

. I have been a slothful servant in thy family, an idle 
labourer in thy vineyard, * an unfruitful branch,' a poor 
dwarfish member in thy body. Grant, O grant, * a little 
fruit on the topmost bough.' Oh! at the * eleventh hour^ 
may I begin to work, to bear some fruit, to the glory of 
that Grace by which my soul is saved from ' the wages 
of sin, death, and hell,' and made heir by free gift, of 
the wages of righteousness, eternal life, and glory. 
I wait for thy salvation ! 

February, 1804, 
A new thing is on the wheel in the city of New-York. 
4 Society of ladies, organized for the purpose of relieve 
mg widows with smaH children, was new in this country. 
It is now, by the blessing of God, apparently establish- 
ed. It was entered upon with prayer : it has been con- 
ducted thus far with prayer. The blessing of God has 
rested upon it, and much good has been done by it. 
Some of us have looked long, and requested of God tg 
ppen a way by which the children of these widows might 



be ittstriicted atid tdd^t td veadillis woid, and bv hiir 
blessinif on it, ootne to^tiie knowledge of the wiij of s^l^ 
ration. One mean bad be^n attempted of an ordinaipy' 
kind : tvi^elre cbiidi^en were last week plac^ at scbooi 
with Mrs. L— ^, to be tatigbt to read, and some more are 
to be placed witb anoth^ of oar widows, Ibr the sjEOiie 

f»arpose. Butthib indeed it new. A Society of yonilg^ 
adies, the first in i^ank in the city, in the yery bloom of 
Hie, aind full of itb prospects, engaged in thoae^ pleasures 
and amasements which t'eild to engross the mind, and 
shut out every idea' unconnected- witti' them ;v coming for- 
ward and oifering, (not to contribute* towards a school,) 
but tiieir own personal attendance, to instroct the igno* 
rant. O Lord, prosper. If this be of thee, it shall pros- 
per, laid be productive of much good ; but if thou bless 
not, it will come to nothing but sEame. No gOod can be 
done but by thee, for * Uiere is- none good but God ;' and 
what are all thy creatures, but instmmeats in^ thy hand, 
by which thou bringest t6 f^ss the purposes of thy will. 
C%HsHdnsy redeemed,- enligbtened, sanctified, are no 
more, * thou woikest att their works in t&em,' they them- 
sdves are ^ thy workmanship created in Christ Jesus, 
unto good works, which thou hast prepared, that they 
should Wayc in them.' Woridlings also are* thy instru- 
ments : by them also thou workest and bringest to pass 
the counsels of thy will f thou puttest into their heart 
the g6od thing which thou workests andgurdest tiiera for 
the purpose : thooj^ not the childj^en of thy Covenant, 
they «ce the instruments of thy providence. 

O Lord, take up this matter ; gird these young wooaen 
to this very purpose, and prosper them in the urt ef 
teaching these orphans of thy Providence. And, O Lord, 
hear my more important petition. I am not worthy to be 
\ieard. O Lont^ I am not worthy to be named in con- 
nexion with any gooddone by thee. < t am the dl»ef of 
sinners,' the chief of backsliders ; everything in me, of 
me, or by me, is vile as far as it is mine. All that is 
otherwise, aH good ini{^nted in me, 6t done by me, is 
thine own i it is €hra^, iree Grace, the purchase of 
thine owo Anointed my dear Redeemer, asy c^ng 
risen, ascended Saviour, and the fruit of the Hofy Qhost > 
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< the sent of the Father and of the Son,' to. set up a 
kingdom of righteoosoess, in the hearts of the redeemed. 
O then, as a sinner saved by Grace^ to whom thou hast 
been pleased to give the exceeding great and precious 
promises ; let me, lender the sprinkling of the blood of 
the Covenant, and in entire, dependance on my. surety 
righteousness ; let me draw near and present my peti- 
tion ; in the name, and for the sake, of him whom thou 
hearest always. O Lord God Almighty, by this very 
thing, build up thy Zion. lay hold of these young 
creatures, and while they are in the way of thy provi- 
dence, bring them * to the house of our master's bre- 
thren.' O thou great Teacher, teach thou teacher and 
taught. Be found of them who seek thee not, and say 
with power, 'Behold me, behold me, to a people not 
yet called by thy name,' and out. of this small thing in 
thy providence, bring revenues of praise to thy name as 
the God of grace. Amen. 

And now, O Lord, for myself, I pray for deep humi^ 
lity ; I ask for his sake, who was meek and lowly, to be 
kept where my {^ace really is, (for all ,that which thou, 
knowest,) at the feet of all thy servants ; and if it be thy 
pleasure to make me a useful instrument — ^in proportion 
make me a humble soul. Let me ever ' remember my 
ways and be ashamed, and never open my mouth any 
more because of my shame, when thou art pacified to- 
wards me for all that I have done.' O keep me in this 
contrite frame of mind. In all that to which thou callest 
me, give me a willing heart, and furnish me with eveiy. 
necessary for thy glory. And now prepare me to speak 
to these young women good and ctccepiable words. Save 
ipe from sacrificing truth, or departing, in any respect, 
rom Christian duty ; give ixxt such wisdom, as may be 
."uited to the occasion ; in all things ' mine eyes are to 
ihe Lord ; from thee let my &uit be found.' 

Feb^ruary, 17, J804. 
Saturday the 11th. Tw'enty-nine young ladies met 
with Mrs. Hoffinan and myself, at Mr. O. Hofiman's, 
WallfStreet, on purpose to receive instructions respect- 
ing the 'school, and having paired themselves according 
to tbeirmindf I delivered what I had prepared for them : 
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Chey all seemed hearty in their engagemenit ; and on 
Monday the 13th inst Miss L — ^t and Miss L — ^n, attend- 
ed at the school-room, and commenced teaching thirteen 
children ; four, hare been added since. 

Again, O Lord, let me request thy blessing on this in- 
stitution ; put thy seal upon it, and mark it for thine own. 
Gird the teachers for their work, and open the minds of 
the scholars to instruction. And, O Lord, in thine own 
time, and by means of thy own devising, provide spiritu- 
al instruction for teachers and taught. Is it thy plea- 
sure. Lord, that I attend the children on a day appoint- 
ed for the purpose ? Wilt thou accept of me as an in- 
strument, by which thou wilt do good to the souls of 
these children, and wilt thou keep me humble and con- 
trite in my own soul ? Bless also Mrs. L's school ; there 
too let thy work appear ; deal with, her soul as * thotu 
dealest with thy chosen ;' teach her the way of salvation, 
and make her a teacher by tlHue own Spirit. If it be 
my dear Master's pleasure to use me, I would also at- 
tend that school as his instrument. < Search me, O 
Lord, and know my heart, try me and know my thoughts, 
and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me 
in the way everlasting.' 

* ^ . . 

Febmaty, 21, 1804. 
< O thou, who art Alpha and Omega, the first and the 
last, who boldest the seven stars ia thy right hand, and 
walkest in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks, 
who livest and was dead,; and art alive fqr evermore. 
Amen. And hast the keys of hell and of death. Out of 
thy mouth goeth a sharp, two-edged sword,' by which 
thou reachest the hearts of the most hardened. O write 
with power, speak with power, in the heart of the angel 
of this church. Hast thou not in forviiegr days had thy 
.dwelling amongst them ? m days of trouble didst thou 
,not W0& in them the fruits of labour and patience, so 
tlrat for thy name's sake they laboured and fainted not ? 
Thou blessedst them and gave them peace, and they 
rejoiced in the light of thy countenance ; thou multipliedst 
them also, so that from a handful they became two bands. 
Alas, Lordi we have, £phraim4ike, ^yi^s,^^ i^ ^sA 
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kicked ;' We :haTe left our first lore ; we have not 
wtMhed and prayed, es tiiou-^avest coounaiidmeDt, and 
then liatt ileft us lo enter into temfytation ; we liaire for- 
saken the counsel of our old men, and given heed to flat- 
teren ; we have forgotten our dependance. on fliee, and 
aaid, * Asknr shall sanre us, we will ride uppn horses :' 
We hme eet iq^our <i|dok in our hearts, and put the 
•stUBibling-hlock of our iniquify^befbre our eyes ; we have 
taken counsel, but not of thee, and covered ourselves 
with a covering,' but notof thy Spirit ; we have gloried 
in ooTi own wisdom, and strengthened ourselves in our 
own strength.' 

We are poor, and blind, and miserable, and naked, 
rich in our t faaeied > ^sdom, seeing > by our own light, 
cdknpassing ourselves abeutmtfa our own sparks, and 
daunting in our own rap ; * we feed; on ashes : a deceived 
heart has turned u» aside.' 

< O'Lord, U^Hope of Isra^, and the Saviour thereof.' 
h is «f the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed. 
To us^ beikmg shame and concision of lace, (Q cover us 
-with it) but to thee beloufB mercy. Humble us, O Lord, 
aod'We shall be -hucnbl^,^* turn us, end we shaUbe 
turned.' 

It is in our nature to backslide for ever ; thou, and thou 
only ,'*kAowe8t the deceitfulness of the heart ; thou, and 
thou only, canst search it. i * O search us, and try us, 
and show us wh^t wicked ways there are in us, and lead 
us in the way everlasting. Deal not with us acconding 
to our sins, but according to^ the multitude of thine «own 
mercies.' We have no oUier plea ; our sins call for judg- 
ment, and until thou, thy own Uessed< self, turn us, we 
are in no situation to receive mercy. Work with us* for 
thy name's sake, estabtish wvth Us. thine; own covenant 
of free, unmerited, undeserved mercy. Then- shall we 
iknow that Uiou art the Lord ^^ * then sh^ we remember, 
and be confounded^ and never open our mcMith any more, 
because of ouF shame, when thou art pacified wiUi us for 
fdl' that we Imve done;' 

Jf i^Le us dune by«tiiy own covenant, established in 
Christ, thine own ^nmnited ; the blessed surety^ by thine 
own ap/Kuotment; our substitute, on. whom it hath 
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pleased thee to lay the iniquities of u$ alt; in whose sa« 
cred person thou tookest vengeance for all Dur sins ; bj 
whoiQ thy law is fulfilled, magnified, and made honoura- 
ble ; whose doing and suffering in our stead, is accepted 
bj Jehovah. ' The. Lord is well pleased for his right- 
eousness* sake.* No covenant short of one fulfilled in 
every jot and tittle, could benefit us. 

VThy covenant is well-ordered in sdl things, and it is 
sure.' 

Here, Lord, I take my stand ; here 1 lay my founda- 
tion, and on this thy covenant I build; or rather here 
thou thyself hast laid mj foundation^ and on this rock 
hast thou set my soul and built my hopes ; thou subduing 
my enmity. I acquiesce. Iwill now 'remember the 
years of thy right hand,' look back to thy dealings with 
thine own nation, whom thou didst 'choose, and set 
apart from all other nations, though of the same blood 
with all those that dwell on the face of the whole earth*' 

They, like us, destroyed themselves, but in thee was 
their help. They also sinned, committed iniquity, and 
did wickedly ; they remembered not thy mercv, but 
provoked thee at the Red Sea, afler the great deliver- 
ance thou hadst wrought for them, and the wonders thou 
madest to pass before them in the land of Egypt Ne- 
vertheless thou savedst them for thy name's sake, thai 
thou mightest make thy mighty power known ; thou didst 
repeat thy wonders, and didst dry up the sea before 
them. ' He fed them with com from Heaven ; they did 
eat angel's food. He clave the rock in the wilderness, 
and caused waters to run down like a river.' After all, 
they forsook the God of their mercies ; they believed 
not his promises, nor trusted in his salvation ; ' they lust-* 
ed, and they murmured, and desired to turn back to 
E^^t. Thou didst chasten them sore for their sin, and 
didst bringdown their heart with grief.' 

* When thou didst slay them, they sought thee, and re- 
membered that God was their rock, and the most high 
God their Redeemer. Nevertheless they did flatter 
with their mouth and lied unto thee with their tongue, 
for their heart wds not right with thee, neither were they 
steadfast in thy covenant. But thou being full of com* 
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passion fprgayea^ their iniquity and destroyedst them not; 

St many a time tarnedst thon away thine anger, and 
rt not stir up a& thy wrath.' 

< O how ipamj times did they turn hack, tempted God^ 
and linuted the Holy One of Israel. Yet didst tbo^ 
fulfil all thy pron^ses, and hy wonders in, the sea^ won- 
ders in the desert, wonders in Zoar's field) and^in the 
cunps.of their enemie9t» he led them safely to the hor- 
der of his sanctuary, to the mountain which his right 
hand had purchased. He. cast out the heathen hefore 
them, and gave them rest in the Land of Promise. Even 
there they provoked the Most High, provoked him to 
jealousy with their graven images.' 

Afun thou didst chasten them sore, let loose the cor< 
rupfions of men upon them, and, didst suffer them to fall 
before their «ne9ues. 'Thou deliveredst thy strength 
into captivity, and thy gloty into the hands of their ene- 
mies.' 

Vet, O Lord, ever, ever and again didst thou, deliver 
them, and sentest provision for them by thine own cove- 
nant : * chose Ddvid thy servant, and took him from the 
sheep-folds, from following the ^wes great with young. 
Thou broughtest him to feed Jacob thy people, and Is- 
rael tldne ii&eritance. So he fed them according to the 
integrity of Mb heart, and guided them by the skiShlness 
of lus hands.' 

Such are the people with whom thou hast still to do. 
Such, O God of infinite mercy ! such the God with whom 
we sinB^ers have to do! even *the Lord God merciful 
and gracious, long-suffering, slow to anger, forgiving 
iniquity, transgression, and sin ; whp will by no means 
clear the guilty.^ O what could man or angel have 
done with Siiis last character of thy name ? I^y cove- 
Bant makes provision. In Christ Jesi^, our blessed sub- 
stitute, all is reconciled. Thy name is one; 'the just. 
God and the justifier of the ungodly, who, believe in Jfep 
sus. Tins God is our God, we wiU make pientio];! of his 
righteousness, and his only.' By. his own covenant, . in 
kis oWa time, and by means of h|s own providing, he . 
win revive us. Amen. 
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4pn7, 1804. 

< All my desire is before thee,* and it is all contained 
in thy well-ordered Covenant. Many years of vanilj, 
of idolatry, of backsliding, wandering, and fcdly, have 
passed over my head, since I first took hold of thy Co* 
venant, O how fickle, false, and deceitful, have I proY* 
ed ; yet thou knowest, thine own Spirit through idl my 
wanderings testified in mj heart, that out of the channel 
of this Covenant, there could be neither safety nor ccMn* 
fort ; and never, so far as 1 can remember, have I deli- 
berately chosen to be dealt with by any other. Its cor- 
rections and chastisements have reached the deepest sen- 
sibilities of my heart. * Thine arrows stuck fast in me, 
thy hand pressed me sore ; there was no soundness in my 
flesh, neither rest in my bones, because of my sin ; mine 
iniquities went over my head, were a burden too heavy 
to bear. I was feeble, and sore brok^sn, and roared by 
reason of the disquiet of my heart My lovers and 
friends stood aloof from my sore, and my kinsmen stood 
afar off. was ready to halt, and my sorrow was con- 
tinually before me:' yet even in my darkest, deepest 
afflictions, when * deep called to deep,' and thy < waves 
and billows were passing over me ;' when my * squI 
seemed sinking in the mire, where there was no stand- 
^^> I groped in the dark ; my heart panted, my stren^ 
failed, and the light of mine eyes se.emed gone out. I 
was weak with my groaning ; in the night I made niy 
bed to swim with mytears,' yet even then, by that same 
Covenant, by which 1 was suffering, * light sprung out 
of darkness,' glimmering hope in Qie midst of despair. 
* I remembered the years of thy right hand ; in the 
multitude of my thou^ts within tne, (the pro visiio made 
in this Covenant,) thy comforts delighted my soul.' 

I was furnished with a plea, which would condemn, 
by every covenant but thine, * pardon my iniquities, for 
they are great Thou, even thou, art he who blottest 
out transgressions as a cloud, and iniquity as a thidc 
cloud.' Verily, 'thou art a God that pardoneth, thoojg^ 
thou takest vengeance on the inventions of thy reb^- 
lious children.' * Vengeance,' not the vengeance of 
curse, no ; that, thou blessed Covenant, given of the 
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];>e<;fple ! Thou blessed Surety, that fell on thy devoted 
head! Thou by this covenaot wast < made a curse for 
us.' Thou didst * tread the wine-press alone, and of 
the people there was none to help thee.' Thoti didst 
expend the last drop of that cup of vengeance. Every 
cup put into our hand, though a cup of trembling, is a 
cup of blessing. I this day take a fresh hold of thy 
Covenant, for myself, for my children, and for my chil- 
dren's children to the latest generation. For my brother 
and sister, for their children, and children's children ; for 
the near concerns of our dear D. B. ; and for all whom 
I carry on my mind to thy throne of Grace. This is the 
sum and substance of my prayers. Bring them into the 
bond of this Covenant, and deal with them according to 
the order of it, and the provision made for them in it, in 
all possible circumstances. Amen. 



« O God, in the multitude of thy mercies hear me, in 
the truth of thy salvation.' Truth of thy salvation ! 
Thou only knowest the truth of thy salvation. How little 
do we know of thy work ! Many of those providences 
which appear to us dark and dismal, are wheels turning 
round 'the truth of thy salvation ;' opening ourbhnded 
eyes to the issues of sin, and also delivering from the 
snares of the devil. * Deal not, O Lord, with me, and 
mine, as our iniquities deserve ;' this has never been 
thy way with us ; * but according to thy former loving- 
kindness,' and to all the long-sufTering patience, and par- 
doning mercy, which thy aged servant has experienced, 
through her sinful, guilty pilgrimage. Thou hast for- 
«{iven me, all the way from Egypt. ' Leave me not now, 
\jirhen I am old and grey-headed ; but when strength and 
lieart fail, be thou the strength of my heart, and portion 
for ever.' Amen 



Rockawatfy August, 1809. 
Sweet health again returns, which, considering the 
agitation of my mind, surprises me ; but it is the Lord's 
pleasure. I did not wish to recover. I was in hopes the 
Lord was about to deliver me from " this body of sin 
and death." Lord, reconcile me to thy most holy will. 



Health la certaintf a great blessing. I feel iis srieeetness. 

make me thankful I Great and namieroba are my mer- 
. cies. Breiy thing pleasant, and every tiling necessaiy, 

to fife, to godliness, is mine : food and raitaisnt to the nt* 
most desires of nature, the beauties pf thy fair creation, 
surround my ordinary dwelling. My dear little room»' 
iiy Bible, and books of every virtuous kind, (by Grace, 
th3rcfaief mercy, I desire no other ;) and by the kind- 
ness of my children, I possess all as if they were my 
own personal property. By thy wonderful loving kind- 
ness, thou hast given me, instesud of the contempt which 

1 have merited, the love and esteem of thy people^ and' 
thou hast made *the very stoneis of the field to be at 
peace with me,* so that wherever I go, I meet with 
kindness. 



January, 1810' ' 

* Come and let us return untQ the Lord^ for ble hath 
torn, and he will heal us ; He hath smitten, and he will 
bind us up. Afler two days Will he revive us, in the 
third he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight.* 

< O Lord, t«m us and we shall be turned; draw us and 
we will run aller thee. Revive us, and we shall live in ' 
thy sight.' Thou must ever be first. It is in our nature 
to backslide for ever : and whenever we see abaekalider 
restored, or a rebel lay down the weapons ofrebdHion, 
there we may trace thy footsteps, O God of grace. 

No external providence will touch our hard, our de- 
ceitful hearts. All that goes under the nakne of misfbr* • 
tune, will but drive us/rom thee,' never to thee, tiHdiou ■ 
teach us to profit, and lead us by the way that ^e should 
go. Thou callest, < Return, ye backsliding children, 
and I will heal your backsUdings ;* but we 'have been 
foolish, sottish chUdren, without understs(Ddinjg,^^w£ie to 
do evil, but to do ^od having no knowledge. 

O let the days ht come, that day;^ and that time, wiDen 
the children of Ataeritia, (the earth isthie Lord's,) shall 
^ cdme with weeping, and seek the Lord their God;* 
when ' they shidl ask the way to !^dn, with tfaek faces 
thitherward :' when they shaU come, saying, * Let s% 
join ourselves to the Lord, in a perpetual Covenadti 
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nerer t;o be^fonatten. O the Hope of Israel, and the 
Sayioor thercipfs b not that daj and that time^come ?' 
Hast thou not been working on ' the right hand and on 
the left ?* Thou hast given us pastors, according to thine 
own heart, who feed us with knowledge and understand- 
ing ; and thou art here and there proving thy Gospel, 
thy power, and thy wisdom, to the salvation of sinners ; 
casting down the imaginations of pride, and bringing all 
into subjection to thy Son Jesus. 

O pour oi|t * the spirit of grace and supplication' upon 
thy living members, that they may wrestle with thee, 
ajMl * not let thee go until thou bless us,' until thou make 
Ihis * cloud Uke a man's haqd,' cover our heavens with 
blackness, and issue in a plentiful rain, * O pour water 
upon him that is thirsty, and floods on the dry ground, 
thy Spirit upon our seed, and thy blessing upon our off- 
spring.' O Lord, hast thou not said that thou wilt do it, 
apd that * they shall spring up as among the grass, and as 
willows by the water-courses. One shall say, I am the 
Lord's, another shall call himself by the name of Jacob, 
and another shall subscribe with his hand unto the Lord, 
aad surname himself by the God of Israel.' Am^n, O 
our God, amen. 

tast iveek, tlie Lord's young servant, Mr. R— n, bap- 
tized seven adults, Mrs. B— and her two daughters^ 
Dr. H — and sister, Mr. C^ — , and a black woman, ser- 
vant to Mr. H— . It was a jglorious sight, and revived 
the hearts of God's people who witnessed it. O God of 
grace, grant that the fruits of righteousness may prove, 
that while thy young servant was baptizing with water, 
thou didst baptize with the Holy Ghost, and with puri- 
fying fire. O grant full proof mat they are broken off 
from the wild olive tree, and grafted into thee, thou liv- 
ing andiife-g^ving olive tree ; from thee must * their fruit 
be found.' O cause them to bring forth much fruit, 
' Herein is the Father glorified^ that they bear much 
frqit;' so shs^ they be Christ^s disciples, and attain to 
the assurance of that happy state. Father, ^orify thy 
name! Amep» 
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1810. 

la December, 1809, a Bible Society was organize^ 
in New- York, and about the same time twenty re- 
spectable characters united in a Society, to wait on the 
Lord, to know what their hands could find to do, to 
promote his g^ory, to advance his kingdom, to spread 
the savour of the Redeemer's name, or in any way to 
benefit the souls of their fellow sinners. 

On Monday a meeting for prayer was instituted in 
Hetty-Street, and another in Mulberry-Street, with 
which the Presbyterian ministers have agreed to meet 
in rotation. - It is the Lord ! We have heard of revivals 
all around, but feared lest the aggravated si^s of New- 
York might provoke the Lord to pass by, leaving *our 
fleece dry, while the dew wet all around.' Great have 
been our privileges ; the Gospel trumpet has sounded in 
every comer of our city. The Lord's sent servants 
have set before us life and death, assuring us, from God's 
word, that ' though hand join in hand, the wicked shall 
not go unpunished;' beseeching us ' to flee from th» 
wrath to come, and lay hold on the hope set before us. 
God in his providence has visited us with mercies and 
with judgments : * stricken us, and healed us ;' scattered 
us, and gathered us : but alas ! alas ! we kept ' eating 
and drinking, marrying suid giving in msffriage.' Many, 
very many, wasting their time, health, and substance, in 
all manner of immorality, and our rulers caring for none 
of these things : yea, many of them practising the same 
things ; and. Oh ! Oh ! God's own saved people sitting 
still, restraining testimony before meii', and prayer be- 
fore God. What were we to expect but that God should 
say, < why should they be stricken any more, they will 
revolt more and more, they are joined to their idols, let 
them alone.' Such, O Lord, would be- the case, didst 
thou not deliver us out of our own self-destroying snares. 
If thou turn us not, we shall never tiiin ; it is in our na- 
ture to backslide for ever. 

But Oh ! is not the time come to pass, when * belbre 
thy people call, thou answerest, and while they are yet 
speaking, thou hearest' Art thou not calling with pow- 
er, * ReturP} ye backsliding children, and I will heal your 
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backsUdings V and hast thou not prepared their hearts^ 
to answer, * Behold we come onto thee, for thou art the 
Lord our God : truly in vain is salvation looked for from 
th^ hills, and from the multitude of mountains^ tndj, 
from the Lord our God is the salvation of Israel.' Hast 
thou not, O God, prepared the hearts of thy people 
to pray, and thine ear to. hear ? Is not this Bible Soci* 
efy, and are not these associations for prayer, tokens 
from thee, for good? More and more, Lord, may thy 
people * give thee no rest, untU thou mak« Zion a 
praise in the earth.' * O the Hope of Israel, and the 
Saviour thereof, be not as a wayfaring man, that turneth 
aside for a night.' May tbv people constrain thee to 
abide with us for ever, ' to mrm us a people for thyself, 
to show forth thy praise.' 

I have just conveyed dear Mrs. A — le to the con- 
fines-of the eternal world. I trust the dear Redeemer 
received her spirit. I have a good hope that she is now 
in possession of the mansion purchased and prepared 
for her, by that dear Saviour, whose name she pro- 
fessed, and I think in an humble, steady, quiet way, 
faithfully followed. She loved the word of God, the 
^ouse of God, the people of God. She spoke little, 
but said she had a good hope ; asked me to read the 
Bible dificrent times, and also to pray ; said the invita- 
tions of the Gospel were sweet to her : observed, that 
the Lord had been very merciful to her in her affliction.. 

A few hours before her death she desired me to read 
that hymn, " To him that loved the souls of men," &c. 
Also, '* Come let qp join our cheerful songs," &c. She 
asked me if I thou^it she would be long ; I said no, my 
dear ; you will very soon be with Jesus ; and encou- 
raged her as the Lord enabled me. She repeated &e 
question some time after, and I gave the same answer. 
She then said, <' this night ?" I answered yes, my love, 
this night. She b«wed her head with a sweet smile, 
laid it in a reclining posture, and.evidentily set herself to 
wait with patience the Lord's time. She was very much 
oppressed, and breathed with much difficulty. Some 
time after, she asked me to ptay, which I did; and beg- 
ged that the Lord wouU increase her faith and patience. 
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'Sod if according to his will, give her a gentle ^-passagek 
and an abandant entrance. In a short time her bteath 
ing became ehc^rt and low, she shut her eyes, and gently 
breathed weaker and weaker, till her God delivered her 
without motion or groan. I Was on my knees praying, 
I then thanked God for bis goodness, in this sweet dis- 
mission,^ Prayed for the husband, the children, the two 
young men present, and us all ; gave gloiy to God, and 
rose to watch to further duty. 

O, my God, is not my own death at hand? It is a 
lard battle. My Jesus ! Thou knowest the struggle. 
I too must drink of this cup; mix it for me, my Re- 
deemer. O let a full sense of free pardon, the recol- 
lection of the great and precious promises, a bright view 
of the joys at God's right hand, as the fruit of thy death, 
be applied to my soul in that awful hour ! Spirit of the 
Father and of the Son! pour in ^ the oil and wine' of 
thy consolations in that trying hour. O let me not be 
straitened ! * Open wide to my soul the leaves of that 
welt-ordered covenant,' of whicn Christ himself is the 
sum and substance. Redeeming God, may 1 experience 
proof in that solemn hour, that * thy flesh is meat in- 
deed^ and thy blood is drink indeed !' O feed me with 
this living food ! may 1 feel life spring up in my soul, 
and be assured that I shall ' never die I' O, my God ! 
grant one more request. Open my lips, and let them, 
as well as my heart, be filled with the high praises oi 
my redeeming God. 

I k'jiowl am unworthy ; the vilest of the vile ; but 
magnify thy grace. I have much forgiven ; O let my 
heart bum with love and gratitude in that hour, and my 
lips utter its effusions in songs of praise ! Amen. 

When the short thick breathing comes, and the slow 
fetches sealing up speech, and expelling the spirit from 
its abode, O let me hear or understand thee, Mying unto 
me — * It is I, be not afraid.' 

Rockawdy^ June 15, 1810. 
Came here the first of the month, with the children in 
the whooping-cough. No " church-^oing bell" here, 
but the Lord is every where ; and I have found him 
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here, Wdrming my heart with.-gnititude and contrition, 
and drawing it. out in {Nrayer, £6r his people met to 
worship in his sanctitarj. 

When at a distance from my own people, it has heen 
my practice to join with whatever class of professing 
Christians might he near me. Here it has been with 
the Methodists, who, I believe, enjoy comqmnion with 
God. Yesterday I went to a meeting of Friends, a peo- 
ple whose works praise them, and bespeak the tree good 
which bears such fruits : but, O my God ! what could I 
do, shut up with either ? Without the finished work of 
my Saviour, I could have no hope ; without his law-ful- 
filling righteousness, I must stand a law-condemned sin- 
ner. The Preacher yesterday took no text ; in the course 
of his sermon, he said the Scriptures were only secondary 
guides, the Spirit in the heart was the first. He began with 
theimportance of thiakiog of death, and said he thought 
it could not be possible for a rational being to live css^* 
lessly, with thoughts of death and eternity in view> Is 
it so ? No<— we see sinners die under the full conviction 
that they are dying as thoughtless as they have lived. 
He said, that by constantly attending to the motions of the 
Spirit and complying with ^m. Christians arrived at a 
state of perfection even here*; and brou^t in that text, 
' He- that is bofn of God cannot sin,' &c. Spoke highly 
of watchfulness, and avoiding connexion with the world ; 
said a real Christian could not hold any office of power 
among men. Paul held one, but he behoved to give it up 
when he became an apostle. Christ's kingdom was not 
of this world. Laws and officers were nece^ary amoi^ 
the men of the world, but not among Christians. Spoke 
^f the cross of Christ as consisting in suffering and s^f- 
denial. His blood was the Spirit which cleansed from all 
sin,. by deliv^qg all who obeyed him, from its power. 
He tiamiedtiot my blessed Saviour, except when he had 
occasion to mention some of his moral sayings. He said 
indeed, that He was the Light that lightened every man 
that came into the world, and the condemnation was, that 
men would not receive it; birt one Word of his blessed 
Priesthood he spoke not-^but said we were in a state of 
probation, and everyone wonld be judged according to 



DEirOTIOlTAL EUBjCISSS. 123 

his works, taking into >new the advantages be ha^ enjoy- 
ed; recommended the reading of the Sipriptures, eapecially 
the inspired l)ook8, the New Testameirty. and the Pro« 
vhets ; for it needed no inspiration to ivrite the national 
history of the Jews, more than that of any other nation. 
Said the Scriptures were good secondaiy guides, and con- 
tained excellent lessons and truths. When I was coming 
away, heoffer^ me hi» hand, and said, thoa art not a 
resident here. I answered no^ I. was separated from 
my own people, bajb wished to unite wiUi «uj class of 
Christians who met professedly to worship God ; but 
confessed I could not live upoa what he had this di^ de- ' 
. tivered. . He^ asked what was ; wrong. I answered, he 
had given some good exhortations ; I agreed with him in 
Ddany things respecting conduct ; 1 missed the foundation : 
he repeated the Scripture-Bother foundation oan no man 
lay, dc. I said exactly— off this foundation there is^ no 

. salvation — on this foundation there may belofi», but no 
condemnation. We have a great and merciful High 
Priest, who can have compassion en the ignoramt, and 
them who are out of the way, and there may be straw, 
hay> rtubble, which will be burnt up, but the soul itself, 
being on the Ibimdation, is safe* He said with firmness, 
that wtll be burnt up in tlus wcuid ; without holiness no 
man shadl see 'the Lord. I said true, but why avoid the 

( tenure of Scripture ; read all the Epistles, tiSie Lord Je- 
sus Christy the Gilliof God, the Pr<^itiaiory &crifice, the 
meritorious law^fulfiHing righteousness, is set forth in 
every one of them^ as that which save^^firom wrath akid 
entities' to eternal ^e. He said they were all emblems 
of our being made holy in heart and Mfe — Christians were 
baptiaed uota the death of Christ^^ and rise with hiift to 
newness of Itfe^ buried with iiim, &c. .. I grazited that as 
ohe^^ading of these werd& He said every other view 
wa^shadowa I said no-r-tfae blood of bulls \and gofirtv is^ 
shadow. , Christ himself, his person^ his offices^ his life, '^%. 
his Bttierii^, his deaths' hisi biiirial^ resurrection j ascen- ^^ 
sio9 and inteteessiofi .witiiin Uiarveil, arciall; substance^- ^^ 
the sole foundation of my hopOi and my only' plea at a ' 
thrme of X^iace* 
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Dear Name, fbe rock on which I build, 

Mj shield and hidiiig>p9ace, 
Mv'nerer-foilii^ treas'iy filled 

Widi booodleM •tores of Grace. 
Jesns! mj Husband, Shepherd, Fneiid, 

My Prophet, Priest, and Kin^, 
My Lord, my life, lor way, my end» 

Accept the praise I hnog. 



RockaTvay, August, 1810. 

Hebrews is my ordinary^ when no other passage of 
scripture attracts my particular attention. This is the 
third morning I have opened the New Testament on the 
xiY. chapter of John, and have fed delightfully on the first 
three yerses. There is at all times a thorn in my heart, 
keeping me in continual remembrance of my vile; un- 
grateful backsUdings, so that I eat my sweetest morsels 
with bitter herbs. It was particularly painful to me this 
morning ; nevertheless, the Lord God, merciful and gra- 
cious, repeated on my heart, < Let not your heart be trou- 
bled, neither let it be afraid.' I was arrested at the 4th 
verse, * Whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.* I 
have had many comfortable exercises on the 8th verse, 
the Redeemer's answer to Philip's inquiry. But this 
morning my mind was led to a different view of that say- 
ing, and which I think was literally included. The Re-> 
deemer was going to his Father, and his way lay through 
death, the death of the cross. The houi: was at han<k 
when he was to make his holy and righteous soul an of- 
fering for sin, that he might become the author of salva- 
tion to dll who obey him. All the sins Confessed, and 
pardoned by the sacrifices under the law, were laid on 
this blessed surety — they were only the shadows. He was 
the sulistance, the real Lamb of God which takes away 
the sin of the world, was now to be offered up. This 
was He, who said, * Sacrifice and offering thou woul^t 
ndt, but a body hast thou prepared me : in burnt offer- 
ings and offerings for sin thou hast had no pleasure ; then 
said i, lo, I come to do thy will, O God.' By the will of 
God we are sanctified through the offering of the body 
of Jesus Christ once for all. 

He was going to the garden — ^Oh that garden ! — Peter 
Jutd said be was able to drink of that cup and to be bap- 
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tUed with that baptism. Ah no, Peter ! that Exceeding 
sorrow In the garden, when no visible hand was upon 
him, was a cup, the least drop of which would have over- 
whelmed the strongest angel. No strength short of om- 
nipotent could have sustained that hour and power of 
daritness. It was not the scourge, the thorns, the nails, 
nor the last pangs of dissolution ; through all these he 
was as a^toib led to the slau^ter, and as a sheep before 
her shearers, dumb. It was a mysterious horror, of 
which no created being can, nor ever will have any con- 
ception. It was this that wrung the great drops of 
blood through every pore of his sacred body : This, that 
extorted the agonizing prayer, * Father^ if it be possible, 
let this cop pass from me.* And ^igain, in liis last mo- 
ments on the cross, ' My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me ?' Blessed^ fi>r ever blessed, be our Jeho- 
vah Jesus, who said, ^ Not niy will, but thine be done 1* , 
The will of God was done, and he said, * It is. finished, 
and gave up the Ghost.' 

All his people must follow him by the way of death ; 
nearly all his disciples followed by the death, of the 
cross, and many others after them, supported by his ai 
mighty grace, rejoiced that they were counted worthy ' 
to suffer (or his sake ; but they drank not of that cup. 

Some of his people, for holy and wise purposes, have, 
had a taste in the hiding of God's face, but mijcune > 
that he himself drank to the lost drop ; ' He tcddihe wihe >f 
pre8» alone, and of the people there was none to bei; 
him.' By his own death he destroyed bim thathad thji ^ 
power of death, and secured victory to all his^foUowoiss c- 
he changed its aspect from that of the king of tesror^itt >-. 
that of a welco^ne oiessenger from their teitemm?. 
God, to conduct them to those blessed mansion^ which 
he has purchased andprepared for them ; neither wtjl h« 
leave them alone with that messenger, / And if I go, I . 
will come again and receive jrou to myself, that where J. 
am, there ye may be also. I vrill not leave you com- 
fortless, 1 will come to yotb. The world seeth me no 
more, but ye see. me ; bei;ause I live, ye. shall live also 
Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid/ 
Amen. ^ Gome, Lord Jesus.* . ^ 

L 
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Psalm xl. 6. * Sacrifice and o£feiing thou didst not de< 
sire ; mioe eara hast thou opened ; bornt-offeritag and 
sin-offering hast thou not required; then said I, Lo I 
come, in the volume of the book it is written of me; I 
delight to do thy will, O my God : yea, thy law is in my 
heart,' Heb. x* 8« * Above when he said, Sacrifice and 
offering, and bumt'offerings, and offering for sin thou 
wouldst not, neither had frikasure therein, which are of- 
fered by the law ; then said he^ Lo, I come to do thy will, 

God. He taketh away the first, that he may estaUish 
the second. By the which will, we are sanctified throu^ 
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
This man, ailer he had offered one sacrifice for sins, for 
ever sat down on the right hand of God. For by one 
offering he hath perfected for evet them that are sancti- 
fied ; whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to as : for 
after that he hath said before,' chap. viii. 10. now repeat 
ed chap. z. 16. ^ This is the Covenant that I will main 
with them after those days,' ([in consequence of ChristV 
doing the -will of God, fulfilling all r^teousness :) < t 
wiB put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds 
will I write them : and their sins and their iniquities will 

1 r^nember no more. Now, where remission of these 
is, there is no more offering for sin. Having, therefore, 
boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 
by a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for 
iHy through the veil, that is to say, his flesK ; and having 
an Hi|;h Priest over the house of God, let us drawiiear 
with a true heart, in full aMurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies 
washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the profession 
of o«r faith without wavering ; for he is faithful that 
pOBiiied. Agab, the Lord sware^ and will not repent ; 
4boii art a priest for ever afVer the ofder of Mekhisiedec. 
B^ so much was Jeius Biade a surety of a better testa- 
ment; because he continueth ever, and hath an un- 
chaiigeaible priesAood. Wherefore, he is able to save 
to the uttermost those that come unto God by him, see-* 
ing he ever liveth Uf make inftercession for them.- Christ 
l^orifiednolliimself to be made an High Priest; but JHfe 
that said unto him. Thou art my Son, to-day >have 1 b*- 

^oitea tbee, aaith also in another place» Thou art a ~ 
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for eTcr after the order of Melchisedec.' Again, chap, 
vii. 28. * For the law maketh mea high priests which 
haye infirmity ; but the word of the oath which was since 
the law, maketh the Son who is consecrated for ever- 
more.' Acts z. 36. * The word which God sent unto 
the children of Israel, preaching peace by J«sus Christ : 
He is Lord of all. How God anointed Jesus of Naza- 
reth with the Holy Ghost and with power, who went 
about doing good and hetding all that were oppresse4 by 
the devil, for God was with him. To him give all the 
prophets witness, that through his name whosoever be^ 
iieveth on him shall receive remission of sins^ 



Bockawayt September 10, 1 8 1 1 . 

I HAVE been here four Sabbaths. The first I spent at 
hotne, the weather not permitting our going abroad ; the 
second, I spent at a Prayer Meeting with the Metho- 
dists ; the third, we rode to Hempstead, where I heard 
two plain Gospel sermons, from Mr. C-->-, Presbyterian 
minister; and the last, I attended at the Episcopal 
Church, same place ; heard a good plain Gospel sermon 
from Mr. H — , and witnessed the dispensation of the 
Lord's Supper. 

To sing Uie praises of our redeeming God, and to lift 
np my heart in prater with my fellow sinners, in the 
comfortable hope, diat there are other living souls prais^ 
'ng and praying with me, refreshes me : to hear the 
word of Grod read, and to be led to meditate upon i£» 
however simple and common the exposition, also re- 
freshes me. I am generally led to pray much, for mi- 
nister and people, to consider myself as one with them in 
Christ, especially if the minister be regularly bred, and 
ordained by * the laying on of the hands of the Pre^byte^ 
ry.' However weak his natural powers ; however few 
or small his talents, if I have reason to think that he is 
taught of God, * that which flesk and blood ^cannot 
teach,' I desire * to esteem him highly for his work^s 
Aake.' I thank God for the meanest and weakest of 
such : I believe they never do labour in vain. ' Out 
of the mouths of babes and sucklings,' in talents as weH 
as in years, * God will perfect praise.' 

In this new world, thickly ^«lVlfi^\iiTc«2Kj -^^^^^^^J^ 
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natural men < eating and drinking, marrying and giving 
in marriage,' while the flood of vrrath is hastening to 
overwhelm them, and none to warn them of their dan- 
ger, nor point out the ark of safety ; shall such men be 
reckoned of none account, and their labours of no value? 
No, the wealth of both Indies cannot balance their work. 
No, nor all the talents ever possessed by M\en man, 
with all the orthodoxy which mere talents are capable 
of acquiring, without that divine teaching which many 
of those, thus contemned, possess. That same small 
discourse, those few plain points, these -same things re- 
peated in the same way, contain truths by which sinners 
may be saved, I believe by which sinners shall be saved. 
Suppose, ^for it is but a supposition,) that these men 
have made a mistake. They are the Lord*s, and in 
their place by his providence. He will be forth-coming 
for them, and without miracle. From him ' Bhall their 
fruit be found, and his power be maniibsted by their 
weakness.' Exert your energies, ye gifted Doctors of 
Divinity ; and may the Lord prosper the means used to 
• produce a ministry which shall render attendance upon 
their ministrations the interest of both the understanding 
an4 the heart. Persuade men who are adding ' field to 
field, house to house,' thousand to thousand, to provide 
a competent maintenance for them. If these last remain 
obstinate, and it be idle to hope that youths of talents 
without fortune, whatever be their piety, will serve the 
church of God at the expense of devoting themselves to 
infallible penury, and all the wretchedness which belongs 
^o it — is it wise to weaken the hands and discourage the 
tienris of those ministers, already settled pastors, or to 
furnish their people with arguments in their own vindi- 
cation, for leaving them in want and penury? 



Sacrament Sabbath, May 17, 1812. 
Was much melted under a sense of indwelling sin, and 
the deceitfulness of the human heart, and of my own 
heart in particular. I hare been, I thrhk, much in the 
exercise of contrition, for the sins of my past life, and 
exercised in watching over my words, thoughts, and ac- 
tions ; now that the Lord has delivered me from all ne- 
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cessity to care, haying every thing provided for me, <fi^ 
cestaryio life and gocHiness : pleasant food and clotbikig 
also to my mind ; my dear room, retirement, fire, capdle, 
attendance; my precious Bible, and precious, iively, 
spiritual sanctuary ordinances,; a faithful and beloved 
pastor, who feeds me with truth.: J taste ,it« and I am 
fed. I am as the Lord God merciful and gracious has 
awarded, under the constant influence, of shame and.con- 
fusion for my highly aggravated transgressions.; but I 
also enjoy the ,full sense of pardon ; ' being justified by 
faith, I have peace with God, throu^ our Lord Jesus 
Christ ;' and, knowing that I have * a great High Priest 
that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God,' I 
am enabled to hold fast my profession, comforted by this, 
that * I hav« not a high priest who cannot be touched 
with the feeling of my infirmities, but was in aU points 
tempted as we are, yet without sin/ I dare come, (not 
very boldly,) for 1 am under much depression, to the 
throne of Grace, *;that I .may obtain mercj, and find 
grace to help in time of «need« Evei^ time is .a time 
of need with me, for sin still dwelleth in me. I ,hax:e 
peace with God, through my dear Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ, but am at constant war with myself. I 
plead thy promise, that thou wift ' subdue myiniquities.' 
'That sin shall not have dominion over me.' And now, 
Captain of salvation, I renew the fight, but it is depend- 
ing upon thee to fight for me, with me, and in me. ' I 
wUl set myself to w^tch, but I shall watch in vain, if thou 
keep not ' the avenues of my heart, and the door of my 
lips,' O clothe me |frith:thy meek andiowly Spirit !'* 



^ ■ ■ ' 



Sabbathy My 26, 1812; 

Tired of the bustle of Rockaway, and having some 
subordinate motives for returning home for a time, I em 
graced this season in particular ; having, in the compass 
^f one week, Sabbath, .Wednesday my birth-day, and 
the day set apart both by the General Assembly of our 
Church, and the Governor of our State, for fasting, 
prayer, and humiliation, besides lecture on the same 
evening. I returned, therefore, on Friday, the 24th. 

This day, Dr. R»— n jreached from the Ist verse of 

Jj ft ' 



130 DEVOTIONAL EXERCISER. 

the 27th Psahn, * The Lord is mj fight and nrjr salvatioii :; 
^rhoni shall I fear ? the Lord is the strength of my iSe^ 
of whom shall I he afraid ?* He spoke oi the nature and 
causes of fear, of the perfections of God, and the securi- 
ty of belierers in those perfections. He spoke of the 
feith wiuch unites to Christ, and secures the safety and 
ti*ne interest of helierers, in erery possible case. His 
chief design seemed to be to 8trei4;lj ie n the weak, and 
confirm the fearful and the doobting, who had neverthe- 
less, both from former and present experience, a good 
right to the consolations of tiietezL 

O my God! iny merciful and gracidus God! what 
can I say of thy amazing, distinguishing mercy to me ? 
l^ehyered from all these fears, and able to adopt "die text 
TuHy , I know of none who hare more or greater cause of 
fear as sinners. My transgressions hare heen of crirmon 
and' wearlet hue. O my God, thou kuowest them, words 
cannot paint them. My Saviour, thou knowest them, for 
thou boredst themi every jot and tittle was put to thy 
account, and thou didst cancel all ! O that garden ! that 
cry on the cross ! the ^ects were seen on thy sacred 
boilty, but who can conceive the mysterious horror which 
agonized thy sacred sotd.! But thou saidst, A is Jtnithed, 
and finished it is. * Lamb of God, which takc^ away 
the sins of the worid V on thy consecrated head I h^ the 
hand of faith, confess my sins, pray for foigivenen, fmd 
beheve'^lhat I am forgiven. 

July 29th, my birSi-day, and the last day of the three- 
score years and ten of my sinful life. What an e:|hibition 
will that day produce, when the secrets of all hearts 
will be laid open, all my actions, and all the springs of 
-them, in liB^the myriads which shall appear at the bar 
(^ God, will there he such a sinner? taking into view 
•the eariy grace manife^d. 

Bom, I think, about the seventeenUi year of my na- 
tural life ; previously instructed in die doctrines and 
precepts of the scriptures, as ftr as die natural mind cai^ 
conceive, by pious parents and a faithful pastor ; milk 
provided for my spiritual infancy, and richer food set 
before me for my growth ;the leaves of theNew Covenant 
~^ere opened to my view,* and the fulness treasured in 
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Ciirist, for my supply ; to be asked, to be delighted in 
—and delighted I was, and satisfied. Bnt Ofa t Oh ! Oh ! 
I * forsooh the fimntain of ii^ng waters, and hewed out 
broken cisterns that could hold no wefter.* Where can 
language be found to depict my ingratitode, my madness, 
my folly ; and where to describetbe long-Suffering, the 
compasstoMte remonstrances ; fte^kindly, fatherly chas- 
tisements •; the repeated pardons, and restorations of my 
gracious Ood. in days of youth: i^gi>avating my renewed 
backslidings, bringmg upon ny sinful soul vengeance for 
my Inrentions ? What were the sins of Israel and Judafa 
to mine ? the great atonement was made, the adorable 
Hi^ Priest, Jesus, had with his own blood entered 
within the veil, and was set on the right hand of the 
throne of the M9J^sty of the heavens : * thenunister of 
the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle which the 
Icird pitched; and not man,' 

The New Covenant was exhibited, established on 
better promises, himself the Mediatdr. < l^he new and 
living way was consecrated to the holiest of all by ihe 
blood of Jesus ;' a throne of grace was established ; JesUs 
himself our Advocate and liltercessor. We are now 
privileged ^ to come boldly to a throne of grace, that we 
may find grace to help in the tiine of need.' O how ag- 
gravated my sin above theirs, having fiuch great and pre- 
cious privileges and promises, and a * High Priest who 
can be touched with'the feeling of oar infirmities,' who ' 
* was in all points tempted as we are ;' who owns us as 
his brethren and sisters, yea, the very memiers cf his 
body, and his Spirit dwelling in us. 

I set apart the day for fasting and deep humiliation, 
took another survey of my past sinful life ; confessed 
particulars on my knees, and made a fresh application 
to the blood of sprinkling which cleanseth from all sin ; 
took a fresh hold of his New Covenant of promise. — 
' This is the Covenant that I will mtke with them after 
those days, saith the Lord ; I will put my laws in their 
hearts, and in their minds will! write them, and their sins 
and their iniquities will I remember no more. Lord, 
'do as thou hast said. 

I. restmy immortal fioul on thy promise. 



A 32 JD^EVOTION A£ £XEECIi3&9. 

Julu 30, m2. 

Thb ^aj «e4 ;aptgrt by .the Generai Assembly and 
State Legifllature nr fasting and hamiliation, confession 
. of sin, an^ prayer. 

Pr. R-7*read the 2d chapter of Jeremiah, a great 
j)ortion of which belongs to my own xha^cter, as an 
individual; and is Igid Qp as part of that provision which 
is to support me through the last stage in the wilderness, 
and throv^ Jordan, over which 1 must shortly pass ; 
laid in as a proof of the amaveing long-suffering of God, 
and his readiness to forgive, e,v^n the vile badcslider, 
in heart and life, as proclaimed in chapter iii. 

Sabbath^ December 8, 1312. 

4)r. R-*- preached from Psalm cxxxvi^i. 7, 8^ 
■* Though I waljc io the ppidst of trouble, thou wilt re- 
vive me : thou shalt stretch forth thine hand against 
jnine enemies, apd thy right hand shall sfaye me.' Text, 
^ The Lord will perrect that which concerns me : thy 
.mercy^. O Lord, endareth fojr ever : forsake not the 
.vorlis of thine own bands.* 

.1 will po longer mourn over loss of memory ; I think 
tthe Lord has more than made it up to me by his sensible 
•presence, while hefiring and applying the sermon to my 
heart, at the time : not only so, he enlightens my under- 
standing ; it opens more to the elucidations of my Pas- 
tor ; and though I forget the words, and the order of his 
discourses, I. am instructed in the knowledge, of the sub- 
ject, and the scriptures in generaL Shall I deny the 
grace of God, through fear or pride? 1 see it not to he 
jny duty. Can I attribute any thing to myself? No; 
' shame and confusion efface belong to me' for my care- 
Jessness and idleness in the use of means, during health 
and strength of body and mind. Never has God dealt 
withm^ as i sinned, but according to his own mercy, 
and in a way of great sovereignty. Let me record his 
great goodness, his, tender mercies, and bless his name. 

Old age is upon me, . and some of its in6rmities ; my 

^.memory vis much impaired, and my mind, in temporal 

things and subjects, becomes very desultory. Not so in 

rljiirituals : I think, I not only .hear and read with more 
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Intense attentton, and prompt application ; but my mind 
is more disposed to meditation ; and though I cannot re- 
member much of the sermons I hear, yet my mind is 
often furnished with happy and profitable thoughts on 
the same subjects ; and I find myself instructed, with- 
out remembering the instructions. This is evidently 
from the Lord. It appears to me also that I have not 
lost the sensibility of jrouth. I often shed tears, not 
only of compunction, but of gratitude. I seldom com- 
mune without tears. I think much of death ; am so- 
lemnized, but not afraid. 

As far as I know, my confidence rests upon a surety- 
righteousness, exclusive of every thing in myself. 1 am 
not conscious of self-righteousness ; I have no compla- 
cency in any thing ever done by me. I not only be- 
lieve, that in all tMngs I come short, and that sin is mix- 
ed in all I do, because God hath said so ; but am sensi- 
ble of the particular depravity. It is my sincere desire 
to be stript of every thing that is mine ^ sins and duties 
laid in one heap, and I clothed in the surety-righteous- 
ness of my Redeemer : all that is mne put to his ac- 
count, and all that he did and suffered, as the Mediator 
and surety of the Covenant^ to mine. 

I am afflicted with rheumatism, but God gives me pa- 
•tience, enumerates my many remaining mercies ;— eyes 
to read his word, and ears to hear it preached : hitherto 
such moderation of pain as. very often to be able to at- 
tend with fixedness. I have my room at my own com- 
mand, candle, fire, and attendance ; and, O bless the 
Lord my soul I much of his sensible presence. In the 
. ni^t when my aches prevent me from sleeping, he gives 
me some sweet hymn ; I sing, my pain is diverted, while 
my beart is melted and warmed under the expressions, 
"and I often drop asleep with the words on my tongue. 

I am^'convinced that the provision I have laid in for 
my last journey in the wilderness, and through Jordan, 
is selected by the influence of the Holy Ghost. ' He takes 
of the things of Christ, and shows them unto me ;' and 
while he keeps upon my mind my meanness, my vile- 
ness, wrings my heart with the retrospect of my back- 
.slidings and highly aggravated transgressions, he opens 
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at the Usane time the learns of Uie New Testament, and 
shows me my delivemnce from punishment,, the redemp- 
tion of my soul, and my * translation into the kingdom 
of God's^ear Son,' ds in the text : I wbep and rejoice ; 
I loathe myself, and clasping my Saviour to my heart, am 
at k loss £6t words to express how precious he is to my 
saved soul! 

** Jesus, I love Ay channmg'^tiame, 

*Ti8 music to Hay ear. 
Fain Would I sound it oat so load. 

That Heaven and earth should hear. 

Tes, thou art precious to my soul. 

My transport, and my trust. 
My Saviour, Shepherd, Husband, Fnend, 

No other good I boast 

All my capacious powers can wish. 

In thee doth richly meet, 
Not to mine eves is liriit so dear. 

Nor friendship's sefr so sweet 

Thy grace shall dwell upon my heart. 

And shed its fragrance there. 
The noblest balm m all mj wounds, 

And cordial of my care. ^ 

ril ^ak the honours of thy name, 

Wnile I have life and breath. 
Then, speechless, clasp thee in my arms, 

The antidote of death.** 

Dr. M. preached in the evening from Eplu lii. 30.^— 
* For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of 
his bones.' It was a rich sermon ; I enjoyed it at the 
time, but cannot recsdl it. Blessed Spirit! keep it for 
me, and feed me with the substance of it, as I stand in 
need. 

Accept of my thanks, blessed Jesus t that through thy 
meritorious life and death, I have an interest in the great 
whole. Accept of nr^ thanks^, blessed Spirit! for thus 
taking the things of Christ and showing them tmto me. 
And accept of my thanks, Father of mercies 1 for the gift 
of thy Son, and all these blessings in him. 

' Blessed be the God and Father' of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in 
heavenly places, in Christ Jesus.' Amen. 



Greenwich^ Sabbath. 
Heard Dr. M — r preach in the Statii PriiBon to the 
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convicts*, from Luke xix. 10.-^* For the Son of man is 
come to seek and save that whieh was lost.' 

He addressed them as feltow sinners, all beilig hj na* 
ture Ibst and dependant on the same means for recoyery. 

True, my heart accords. O Lord, thou knowest I 
stand in my own estimation, ar sinner^ the chief of sin 
ners. These have added - to their sin i^gainst Uiee, 
breach against men, and are suffering the penalty. 

My sins have been chiefly, though ikr from exclusive 
ly, i^nst Qod, and with many aggravations. That- 1 
was bom in a Christian land, of pious -parentSy whbgiive 
me religious instructions ; brou^tup under fiotfafol, Hve- 
]y ministers, and in rel^ous society ; exposed to few 
temptations but what arose from the corruptions of my own 
heart, are agg;ravations, which, perhapS) many are mourn- 
ing over, as heightenii^ the sin of unbelief in their un- 
regenerated state. But oh the aggx^vatfons ! the paii^l 
remembrance of which mars my com^Mrt, covers me with 
shame and confhsion, even now, though I know > that Gro(i 
is pacified wi^ me, are as far above thesei as the heavens 
are above the earth. ' For in that Ghristtan land, under 
those Christian parents and fidthful pastors^ whRe yet 
young and tender, I was ^enlightened; tasted of the hea« 
venly gifl, was made a partaker of the Holy Ghost, tasted 
of the good word of God, and the power of the world to 
come.' I was taken from ^ the fearful pit and miry clay ; 
my feet set upon the rock, and a new song put into my 
mouth, even to the amount of, O death! where is thy 
sting V — of redeeming love, pardoning grace, new cove* 
nant mercy ; I had * joy and peace in belie vii^.' But 
forgetting my natural character, the extreme volatility of 
my spirits, my taste for gayety ; forgetting the danger 
of smothering the heaven^ spark, by indulging to the ut- 
most bound of lawful pleasure ; forgetting my continual 
need of fresh supplies of grace, to preserve and feed that 
new life which could not live on earthly food, the deceit- 
fulness of my heart, the injunctions of my Bible ; I became 
cold, negligent in the use of means, distant in prayer, lost ^ 
enjoyment, and my heart naturally carnal, and madly, 
fond of pleasure, got entangled. ^ The lust of the eye, 
the lust of the Atah, and tiie pride of life^' regained their* 
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power ; other loves usprped the place of that Beloved^ 
who had bought me ^th hk blood, and betrothed me to 
himself! * that which came into my mind was, that I 
would be as the &milies of the countries, serye wood and 
stone.' Blessed be his name, he said, * It shall not be.' 
He brought me into the wUderness and pleaded with me, 
caused me to pass .under the- rod, brought me again into 
the bond of the corenant. O how often hast thou * wrought 
with me, £>r thy namc^'s sakel One self-willed step 
brou^t with it alrain of consequences dangerous to spi- 
ritual life,. filling even the path of duty with pits and 
snares, cutting me off from ordinances, pastor, parents, 
churchy country, . and Christian society ; placing me at 
the same time in the midst of carnal delights ; and eve- 
ry thing in my natural temper and disposition congenial 
to them. What saved me ? What in heaven or earth 
could save me, but thy covenant ? * Truly, thy cove- 
nant standeth last ;' therefore I was not lost in the vortex, 
for I mixed in it in part. But \ the Lord God, merciful 
and gracious, slow to anger, abundant in goodness and 
truth, forgiving iniquity, transgression and sin,' kept his 
eye upon me : many a time did he stop up my path. O 
fr<«i how many delusions of my own seekiog y how many 
snares and neto of my own weaving ; how many pits ox , 
my own dig§;ing, hast thou delivered me, when wander-^ 
ing, bewildered on temptation's ground, in the cloudy 
dark day! How often hast thou sought me out; how 
often bound me up when broken ; strengthened me when 
sick, and fed me with judgment, and very, very often, 
thou madest thyself known to me ! 1 knew thy hand 
when it shook the rod, wheu it arrested me on some 
mad career. I knew thy hedge, thy bar ; a»vf not only 
escapes, but my Deliverer : often paused, turp^d, and 
took a fast hold oi thy ccepenant. I had no aMctionf i>% 
those days, but every pleasure lawful to be enjoyed, and 
natural to the heart of woman ; but no Pastor, no Church, 
no Christian society ; yet God was there, my Bible, my 
Doddridge, and other good books. And to my sbame 
and confusion this day, he was not in the midst of all my , 
idolatry, ' a barren wilderness, nor a land of drought to , 
Moe. ' I had many Sabbaths : litexaUy the Sabbath was a 



^ 
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^sign Vetween my covenaBt God and me;' ill spent itv 
often was, but not with comfany : it was spent in retire- 
ment. I^e LoNtdid not leare me so far as to give up 
the Sabl^a^ to the world. Though my heart was in« 
crustied, and spiritual life scarcely discernible, sometimes 
the Lord met me, and strange to teU, not with threaten- 
ings, causing terror, but with conjunction) meltings . 
turning, and ere the day was oyer, QianifestatioQS of par* 
don, thpugh not joy ; for I was grieved at my ingcatitude^ 

1 did expect aSiction long before it came, and ray 
presumptuous heart calculate upon the fruit being the 
< peaceable fruit of righteousness, and to take away sin ;* 
but still I held my way, ' gadding about, drinking the 
waters of Si]H>r, and the rivers of Syria,' and ealang the 
worldling's dainties. Oh I oh ! at last it came ; yes, it 
3ame. * Thou didst cut o£P the desire of my eyes witka 
stroke,' and with that made the world a blank to me. 
But, Oh ! the stately steps of thy providential mercy, 
previous to that trying hour ! O my God, I must ever 
wonder, and stand amazed at thy exuberant grace ! In 
consistence with thy covenant, thou mightest have struck 
me among these worldlings, in ^ that dry and barren land,' 
where not one tongue could speak the language of Ca- 
oaan, nor bring forth from thy precious Bible the words 
of consolation to my wounded and bereaved spirit ; rich- 
ly had si merited this, bat never, no never, ' hast thou 
dealt with me as I sinned V Through the whole of my 
life, from the time that * the Lord called me out of dark- 
ness into his marvellous light ;' from the time that he first 
led me to the Saviour, and enabled, me to take hold of 
his covenant. * Wanderer, backslider, transgressor, re- 
bel, idolater, ingrate.' — ^and if there be any name more 
expressively vile and abomnabUy that is mine. And 
from the hour of my birth, through the whole of this re- 
fractory perverse life, ' the Lord, the Lord God, merciful 
and gracious, long suffering, abundant in goodness and 
truth, forgiving iniquity, transgression and sin,' has been, 
and now is, thy name to me. 

No, ye stroi^ built walls, ye grated windows, ye 
gloomy ceUsy ye confine no such sinner as L And did 
tike Lord take veng^aace on my inventions ? O no^ M^r^ 

M 
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cy preceded, mercy accompanied jn^^gment ; yea, it wat' 
sdl mercy, not vengeance. He broaght me and my idol 
oat of tbat barren land^ placed ns under the breath of 
prayer, among a dear little society of methoditsts ; he 
laid us upon their spirits, and when the messenger Death 
was sent for my beloved, the breath of prayer ascended 
from hiff bedside, from their little meeting, and I believe 
from dieir families and closets. The God of mercy pre- 
pared their hearts to pray, and his ear to hear, and the 
answer did not tarry. Behold, n^ husband prayeth ; 
confesses sin ; applies to the Saviour ; pleads for forgive- 
ness for his sake ; receives comfort ; blesses God for Je- 
sus Christ, and die^ with these words on his tongue, *' I 
hidd £ist by the Saviour I" Behold another wonder ! the 
idolatress in an ecstacV of joy. She who never could 
realize a separation mr one eii^le minute-duriog hi» 
life, now resigns her heart's treasure, with praise and 
thanksgiving ! 

O the joy of that hctar ! its savour remains on my heail 
to this moment. For five days and nights, I had been 
little off my knees ; it was my ordinary posture at his 
bed-side, and in all (hat time, I had but once requested 
life. Surely, * the spirit of prayer and supplication was 
poured out.' * The Spirit helped mine infirmities with 
groanings which could not be uttered/ leading me to 
pray for that which God had determined to bestow ; 
making intercession for my husband, according to the 
win of God. 

* O sing unto the Lord a new song, for h^ hath done 
marvelldus things. His right hand and his holy arm 
hath gotten him the victory. The Lord hath made 
known his salvation. His righteousness hath he openly 
shown in the sight of the heathen. He hath remember^ 
ed his mercy and his truth toward the house of Israel; 
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our 
God«' Psalm xcviii. 



Fridofy^ December. 
t)T. R — , on John i^. 10. * If thou knewest the gift of 
God, and who it is that saith. Give me to drink ; thoci 
wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given 
ihee living water.' 
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This.is part of my provision laid in for my passage 
ithrou^ Jordan. Chrut is the gift of God. CImst ia 
the water of life : he is this living water, and the l^read 
4}f life given ; given by Ood, received by the sinner. 
Life and comfort are experienced, and fruit produced is 
the evidence.; but first of all, this gift must be known, 
and the soul's need must be known ; Christ the anoint* 
.ed Prophet, tau^t this woman both, and no other can. 
* Search me, O Lord, and. try me.', O hast thou not 
taught my soul its miserable and ruined state by nature ; 
its helplessness as well as misery ? Hmst thou not also 
brought me to this living, life-giving water ? Oh ! hast 
thou not given me £uth to come ? faith to drink ? and 
have I not experienced its solacing quality ? Has it nol' 
satisfied my soul, and in some degree allayed my thirst 
ibr carnal delights ? Blessed Spirit, ' the g^ft of the Fa- 
ther, and of the .Son ;' pour into my soul repeated 
draughts of this living water ;. yea, be in piCy according 
to my Redeemer's prqmise, < a well of water springiiig 
up to eternal Ufe«' and cause me ' to bring forth fruit U> 
the glory of the Fathcir.' 

* Other founda^on.can no man- lay, than that which ia 
laid, Christ Jesus.' 

Do I, O my God, seek for or desire any oth^jr/onn- 
dation ? Are not aU my hopes for time ^d eternity, 
built on this foundation ? Is not Christ all my salvation 
and all my desire ? Do I not embrace; thy Covenant 
just as it is ? believii^ that thou givest unto me eternal 
life, and that this life is .in thy Son, whom thou ha$t 
.given < to be a Covenant qf the people.' Iniquities pre- 
vail against me ; but thov wilt not only purge them away, 
.but thou wilt subdue them : ' Sin shall not have dominion 
over me, for I am not under the law, but under Grace.^ 



^bhaihy January IrQ, 
Dr. R — . VBy Grace ye are saved, throu^ Faith, 
and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.* 

All is of Grace, all is free gift ; or we wicked, 
wretched sinners, could have no interest in it. Thanks 
.be unto God for his unspeakable gjlft of Jesus Christ, 
^ven for a Coyen^int ojt the people. Thinks be untc 
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' God for thQ gift of Faith, by yvUth we appre&end this 
CoyeDant, and become interested in him, as the salya- 
tion o£ our seals. Thanks be imto God for life to 
work ; for neir prinGiples and new motives, new de- 
sires, new hopeS; new fears, and, insomemeesnrejnew 
conduct. All of Grace, and to the God of Grace be all 
the glory. 

Aftemoon,'Dr. R. — • Jeremiah ix. 23. * Let not the 
wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty 
man glory in his nught ; let not the rich man glory in 
his riches : but let him that glorietfa, gloiy in this, that 
he understandeth and knoweth me ; that I am the Lord 
which exercise righteousness, loving kindness and judg- 
ment in the earth : for in these things I delight, saith the 
Lord.' 

Lord, hast thou not taught me by thy word, by ob-^ 
serration, and by experience, that < all flesh is grass, 
and all the glory of man as the flower of grass V Alas ! 
how much have I gloried, in eren more worthless and 
transient things ; but thou hast put a worm in them, 
which 1 hope has cut the roots, and they are in a dying 
afate. O let grace supji^ant them ; let me now glory 
only in thee, and thy blessed, gracious, and wdft-order- 
ed Covenant. Do I understand and know thee, that 
Ihou art the Lord which exercdseth righteousness, lov- 
ing-kindness and judgment in the«arth ? Dare I sa} that 
I, worm as I am, and a sinful worm, am the subject of 
this loving-kindness, through the righteousness of Christ? 
Yes, I dare, by the constitution of thine own Covenant; 
the Covenant of the people^ the Mediator, the guarantee 
of the Covenant of Grace, which is all summed up in him. 

When fhou givest Christ, thou givest freely all the 
blessings of the new Covenant. 

This is the record, < That thou hast given unto us 
eternal tife, and this life is in thy Son.' 

1 believe the record, and do understand and know, 
that thou art the Lord, &c. 



February 8. 
Hebrews, xi. 24. * By faith, Moses, when he was 
come tojeara, rcifoed to be called the sqn of J%arao)i's 
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V 

'Baugbter, esteemiDg the reproach of Christ greater rich- 
es than the treasures of Egypt ; for he had respect unto 
the recompense of the reward ; choosing rather to sof^ 
fer affliction with the peoj^le of God, than to enjoy the 
pleasures of sin for a season.' 

* All that will live godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer 
persecution ; the naturd heart is enmity against Ged»' 
and hates his image whereverfound. If individual Chris- 
.■dans have the favour of individual worldlings, it never is 
for their piety, that is rather home with than loved ; and 
.too, too often. Christians save themselves*fr<un t^roach 
l)y unfaithfulneiss : that, alas ! has been my sin and tlhniDe. 
In all my friendships with worldlings, some of which 
have been tender ; how unfaithful have I been to friend- 
.chip's highest office ? How seldom have I endeavoured 
to rescue my friend from sin and Satan, by leading^h^ to 
the Friend of sinners, the source of happiness ? content* 
ang my vile, selfish heart, with things pertaining to this 
life, unconnected with that to come, leaving her exposed 
to, and under the influence of * the Itist of the eye, the 
;lust of the flesh, and the pride of life ;* without eyes to 
see her danger, or friend to warn her of it : and while 
she communicated with me in things common to both, in 
all the good she knew, keeping back nothing from me of 
.all she possessed ; how often have I concealed my richest 
treasure, without inviting her to the participation ! O 
the faithless friend ! O the ungrateful, doubly ungrate- 
ful, doubly unfaithful ! 

First to that gracious God, who opened my own eyes, 
arrested my attention, stopped up my path, and turned 
me to the way of life : and next to my friend^ whom I 
lefl to pursue that same way of death, without attempt- 
ing to lead her to this same sovereign, merciful, gracious 
Deliverer. And what withheld ? Shame belongs to the 
heart, governed by such motives ; fear of contetnpt, re- 
proach, or at most the loss of a carnal friendship. Of 
three such friends, now gone to their place, -two conti- 
nued their worldly courseto the last, so fer as 4 know ; 
for the third, the Lord provided a more faithful 'friend, 
. who became worker together with the Spirit of God, led 
her to the Friend of sinners, *whobaa<iom^«!»Si\iWN.'^^ 

M2 
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igQoraDty and themrthat are out of Ihe^ way/ Bjf^ HiiH sb^d 
was reoeiFedi and in him she found life, light, aMd peaces 

She soon outrun faithless me in the heavenly race ; 
gently chid me for my reaussness, but continued my 
fiiend and helper/ Ever foremost in the race, humble 
and steady in fiiith, she looked not back, nor halted. She 
has ha^ since finished her coarse, received her crown, 
and reward of Grace, and become fmit to the account 
of that friend who supplied what was wanting in me. I 
rejoice with them both, give ' glory to God, from whom 
their fruit was found,' and tak^ shame and confusion -for 
my, part. 

How many opportunities have I lost, and from the 
aame sinful, shameful cause ! O m^ Redeemer, what 
can I say to thee ? Words are wanting to express n^y 
loathing of that vile, selfish cowardice. 

Didst thou, who art the Creator of heaven and earth, 
the bMghtness of the glory of God, the express image of 
his person, and i^older of all things, sufier shame, con-, 
tempt, anguish, death, for my sake ? that thou mightest 
redeem me from the second death, and purchase for me 
eternal life. And do I turn back, shrink from, and turn 
eway from the least taste of thy cup ? though the curse 
is extracte'd, and a blessing infused ! 

And after aU this, art ' thou pacified towards me ?* I 
search'^in vain for words to express the amazing Grace. 
< As the .heaven is high above the earth ; so great is his 
mercy toward them that fear him,' and Oh I toward vile 
me, who can lay small chum to that character : yet * as 
/ar as the east is from the west, so far has he remaved 
my transgressions from him. Bless the Lord, ye his an« 
gels, who excel in strength, that do his commandments, 
hearkening to the voice of his word. Bless the Loriij 
aP ye his hosts, ye ministers of his, that do his pleasure ; 
ye miuisteiing spirits sent forth to watch over and mi- 
oister to them, who shall be heirs of salvation ;' ye have 
wilnessed mj ingratitude, my folly. 

SabbcUk, February 7. 
Da* R— " pj^isached one half of the day from Acts xvii»r 
^' Whetbethe preachad one or two vermons on the 
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'same text, I remember not It was a supplement to a 
9et of lectures on ^ God m a Spirit.' Jekn iv. 14* 

AH id now gone, the faculty x)i retention is gone : it is 
the Lord's doing. There is no sin ie this, so far ; my 
"duty is resignation. Shame and confusien belong to me, 

' because of misimprovement in youth. Alas ! alas ! for 
the precious hours niispent, squandered in foUy, or in 

-idleness. For the time, I ought to have been of full 
age, whereas I ain but a babe. Glory to God &r eyen 
that^ and for the many precious* opportunities of daily 
nourishment, and some measure of appetite ; for con- 
scious life, and some growth, though scarcely perceptible. 
1 hoLve deserved to be banished from every Christian so-* 
ciety and place of Gospel worship ; to be left to stray 
without a shepherd or pasture in a land of drought, where 
tiiere is no water ; and this in perfect consistency wiib 
^e stability of thy Covenant, for vengeiuice belongethto 
thee; though thou art a God that pardoneth i for, alas I 
such circumstances were of my own jeeking, being 

. closely connected with the. choice I made af some other 
circumstances, which were right hands, and rig^t eves, 
that I refused to sacrifice. O how often wouldst thou 
* have gathered me, as a hen gathereth her chickens 

•under her wings, but I Would not.' I entered into 
temptation, * drank the waters of Sihor, and the rivers of 
Syria,' and forsook the living fountain. Sin, folly, mad- 
ness, crowd upon my remembrance, in that foreign, bav- 
ren land ; without pastor or teacher, or Christian frieii'd. 
I was in want, but without appetite ; poor and needy, 
but insensible of it. I knew that this was my situation, 
but I did not feel it. I said of the Lord, he is myGod, 
even then, while my heart was' far from hhn. I was at 

'^ease, satisfied with husks, fot husks my pleasures were, 
if not poison to the Spiritual life. But I had by Grace 
given at the time, taken hotd of God's Covenant, parti* 
cularly of its discipline. I did at time J repeat the grasp, 
but held not fast. My goodness * was as the i^orflin^ 

^dew which soon drieth up, and is gone.' 

Satan his purpose did pursue, 

DetaJnM me far abroad, 
■'Feeding- on basks, &lihous:\i \Vxv«nf 
, My Fatber*slipu||« «j:id Go^ 
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But Jesus, stronger far then he, 

In his tppointcd hear, ' 
Th0 WBno'rer sought, and set her free , 

By purchase, price, and power. 

Apnlf Sabbath. 

2d p£tER^ chap. ii. Ist and 2d verses. ' Wherefore 
Jaying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, 
and envying?, and all evil speaking, as new-born babes 
desire ^he sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow 
thereby.' 

Blessed Spirit ! thou hast convinced me of the in- 
dwelling of every one of these, and also of my help- 
Jessness of myself .to make successful war against them. 
But, O hast thou not led me to the Captain of Salvation 
for armour, for strength, for wisdom, for power ; and Is 
■not my dependence for success on thy promise, that '* sin 
shall not have dominion over me :' that thy grace is suf- 
ficient for me, 'that as my days so shall my strength be,?' 

May tj, 
HoBC. V. 1. Therefore being justified by faith, we 
have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Blessed ! blessed, blessed doctrine ! by no other doc- 
trine can I be justified and saved. Christ, the gift of 
God, and faith the gift of God. All, ally is of grace. 

J have shut my door, desiring to commune with 
Gad, but feeling dull and lifeless, ask what shall I 
read ? My Bible lies just at hand, where shall I read ? 
every part is good. I open and find it marked, Psalm 
Ixix. 13. * My prayer is unto thee, O Lord, in an accept- 
ably time ; O God, in the multitude of thy mercy hear 
me, in the truth of thy salvation, in an acceptable time.' 
When ? * to-day, if ye will hear his voice.' Never- 
theless, I am continually with thee ; thou boldest me by 
my right hand, and ever upholdest me,' in the time of 
need especially^ * In the multitude of thy mercy hear 
me, in the truth of thy salvation.' What is the truth of 
God's salvation ? To be the property of Christ by pur- 
chase, to have Christ made our property by the-Father's 
gift. To have the Holy Spirit sept into our hearts to 
^alighten our understandings, to govern our wills, to re- 
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gttlate our affectioiia'aiid tempers, end to be ixttis * arwefl 
of water springii^iip into etexw^ life.' Firtier, don, 
and Holy Spirit, oan by gift and by power t This, O 
^thier, cootains all my asking for nnrtelf, fi>r aoy childi^n^ 
and children's children, for my nien^, and all d^ar to 
me. Take us, O Lord, and in * the>tvath of thy»ssdra- 
tion' ^ve thyself to us I do all the needful for us! and 
glorify thy name. 

SMaih. 

LtTKE xir. 16. ^ A certdn ^man made a great supper, 

'ond bade maoy^ end sent his seryantt at supper tune to 

?ay to them thai were bidden, come, for aU things are 

ready. And they all, with one consent, began to make 

excuse.' 

Alas ! such are* our hearts, that we make idols even 
of the blessing9 and bounties of providence f no ^oom is 
left for Christ, though without lum einery temporal good 
is under a curse, and our own persons also. 

OLord, bless the gracious invitationB given tOi perish- 
ing ieinners^ this- day ; the- paittietic! and tender remon* 
^trances of thy faithful w.TYmxt^JBU-n^Lwasf^&K^ 
<poor,«^^ maimed, the htdt, ttlie iblind, »£rom the atceets 
and'ianes of the city,' and may many From the highways 
•and hedges, be compelled to come, that thy 4iouse may 
be filled. And, O my gracious Father, let these care 
less ones, who are my flesh and blood, be among the 
number! Hear, O hear, the prajrers o£fered this day, 
for poor self^deluded, self-destroying nnners ; tcmkea 
them, OLord, and sweep awi^aU lying refiiges: and, 
gracious <3f9dy settle and statdish these halters ; O bring 
tcrthe bitth, and give hfo, and lore, andz^sd, toiaoake a 
full profession to the glory of thy powerful grace, and to 
the joy and comfort of feUow-members. Lei tkj^ king- 
dom eome. 

Fekr»ary,lZt2. 
' Dr. M— . John i. * Behold the Lamb of God which 
taketb away the sin of the world.* 

He dwelt chiefly on the substitution of the victtm in 
the room of the transgressor ; proved (cQaxtS\^\A^N\^Ma^ 
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: law, that the sabstitutioii wtfs partiadar. When a Tk- 
tim waii offered iot an individual, he was to by hia hand 
•on the head of the animal fby the appointment of God) 

. as'a token of his fidth/thatnia aina should be transferred 
to the Tictim which suffered 'death in his stead, and that 
his sins were forgiven, and his person accepted. If the 
victim was for the whole congregation, then the elders, 
as their representatives, were to lay their hands upon 
the head of the victim, signifying the same faith. Great 
was the subject of the plan of redemption. The Son of 
God clothed with our natare, given, and set apart ^s a 
propitiatory sacrifice, the victim upon whom the sins of 
his elect were laid, and he sacrificed in their stead. 

The Lamb of God which took away theains, net only 
of the Jewish transgressors, but the sins of the elect out 
of^every nation, kindred' and tongue, throughout the 
world. On this Lamb of God, rests my own individual 
hqpe for pardon^ and for acceptance. I lay my own in 
dividual hand of fiiith on his dear head, confess my sin, 
imd irely upon his sacrifice for pardon and acceptance, 
through the atonemept i^ade by himself, God's anointed 

^^^[uriast. 

March, IBli. Sabbath. 

•Dr; A^-— . Jer. zxxi. 8. ^ And they shall come with 
'Weeping, and with supplication will I lead them.V 

Chiefly in the latter day. But it is the Lord's way of 
leading every sinner to the Saviour with weeping ; and 
through after life when reconciled, by supplication.-^ — 
What testimony does my heart and conscience give ? He 
found me and described my exercises, about the nge of 
seventeen; with <weepng and supplication he led me to 
.the Saviour, gave me lively faith, and much joy, and 
f>eace in believing ; but, alas ! no daim can I lay to the 
description of after hfe. The subjugation of Ihe will, 
the devotedness of the heart, deliverance from the love 
of the world, peace with God, and with conscience, de- 
light, calm, serene and steady, in communion with God !* 
I see this in others, a lovely group of my own intimate 
'friends now surround the throne, who answered to this 
rdescriptioiiy and some are now on the way, abstracted 



DEV0TI05AI« EXERCISES. 147 

fi^mthe world, God's people their chosen companions ; 
hn ordinances, public and ^private, their delist, they 
widk inth God. But, oh, oh, far different the race 1 ran 
for many years ! Careless and remiss, the world again 
got hold of my heart ; love waxed cold, creatures be • , 
came -idols ; early instniction deeply laid m, and recol- 
lection of former experiences, dread of self-deception, 
and touches of the rod, were the mean^by which the 
Lord again led me with weeping and smpplication. But 
no sooner was pardon manifested, and the rod removed, 
than my vile, abominable, unstaMe, guilty iieart, wa9 
again caught in pleasure's net, seeking to reconcile pod 
and mammon, ever forsidcing * the fountain of liv4ng wa* 
ters, and hewing outbroken cisterns ; now drinking the 
waters of Sihor, then the rivers of Syria.' Yet never- — 
amazing I O how amazing ! never altogether forsaken I ' 
Repenting and sinning ; siuning and repenting, was my 
bn^ness, the Lord God still manifesting as many par- 
dons. And how is it now ? The Lord leads me again 
with weeping. He has. pardoned^ he has freely pardon^ 
ed all, and he has manifested, and does manifest, that par- 
don so fully, that I scarcely ever feel a doubt ; Isut shame 
and confusion, self-loathing, painful remembrance and 
self-reproach, mar my comfort. I have communion with 
God ; He is my reconciled Father ; He has given to me 
eternal life in tiie gtd of his Son. I am a saved sinner, 
by the amazing plan of redemption, wliich comprehends 
even me. Qod^s covenant stands fast ; the covenant which 
he gave me in my youth, by which Jesus was surety to 
God for righteousnesf*, and surety to me for covenant 
grace, the one only Mediator between God and man. 

^ip rif. — Sahbath, 
Dr. R— . 2 Timothy, iii. 12. * Yea, and all that will 
live godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer persecution.' Gone 
as usual ; but it came heme to my heart. I have not 
suffered persecution, and why ? because my life has not 
testified sufficiently against a sinful world. Alas! alas! 
the wo^ loves its own, and I have been so accommoda- 
ting (to say the least) as not to disturb it. ' The carnal 
mind i^ enmity against God, is not subject to the law <^^Gq^ y 
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fieidieriiidccdcaiibei' Imtfhe world sssr little in me of - 
that imag^ whicli the j hate, moA enougb of aiwimtiatioit i 
to halaace that Ittftla. O my God 1 mj long-snfferinf^ lin^ 
pardoDtng Ood 1 thoa knowest my vUe cowardice ; with 
profetsoTs a profeMov of thy name} with worldBnp ft^ 
seeming workUii^. And now the season is past^ Uie op- * 
portnnity lost ; the time of life is arrired, when the world 
Itself expects to he ahandoned. No line of oospdnct in 
me will DOW reprore them ; they account it wise to look 
oat for a better portion, when the world can no longer 
be enjoyed; and throng the deceitfnlness of their own 
hearts, and the suggestions of the ever vigilant enemy 
of souls, may he hardened in sin, by hopiog to become 
religious in old ^. Oh ! let thy grace prevent it. 

The nnfulness, and O the ingratitude of my past life, 
rise in magnitude every review I take of it ! And what 
can I say? Father, forgave I Tes, I daresay. Father 
forgive ! I dare say more ; thou hast foi*given ! Thi* 
glief of heart proves that thou hast not shut me up. I am 
not sealed up under impenitence. Thou rememberest 
thy covenant with me in the days of my youth, when 
thou didst draw me * with the cords of love and with the 
bands of a man ;' and tiiough no language can express 
my baseness and my ingratitude, through all my back- 
shding life, thy covenant stands fast. 

* I remember, and am confounded, and will never open 
my mouth any n^ore, because of my shame, now that 
thou art pacified toward me for all that I have donev* 
And I know, that thou art the Lord. 

Contrition dvirell within this breaist, 
That God within thii henrt nay reft ; 
Shame and confusion flush this fitce, 
And magnify this glorious mce. 
Grace be my theme while I have breathy 
And on my onivering lips in death. 
Ancelft and /ellow-sinncrs, say, 
Will yott not join me in this lay, 
Now, and through tieaven*s eternal day? 

Blessed Comforter I thou seest old age upon me, loss 
of memory^ and a desultory mind ; I cannot ret^ even 
ttie substance of my dear pastor's sermons. I thank thee 
for the food and refreshxo^nt at the time, and often after 
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for refreshing meditatioBS my the same subjects. I cooi* 
mit all to thee ; keep them for me, and feed me with 
these troths as thou seest I need. O be to me memory, 
jadgmenty presence of mind; for order, regularity, and 
natural powers^ are gone. 1 rejoice in my dear Sayioar^ 
< who of God is made unto me wisdom, righteousness, 
sanctification, and complete redemption.' He shall per- 
feet that which concemeth me, and finish the work he 
has begun. Therefore I say, all is well. 

Sabbath^ N(rD, 22. 

Db. R-^. Zech. ix. 12. * Turn ye to the strong hold, 
ye prisoners of hope^ ef en to-day do I declare that I will 
render d ouble unto you. ' 

Since our first parents' transgression, all men are pri- 
soners ; every faculty of their minds in bondage to sin, 
Satan, and the world. Prisoners also under the curse of 
the broken law, the penalty of which hangs oyer their 
heads, suspended by ti^e thread of life. Unconscious of 
their situation, satisfied with their slavery, though not 
happy even now. Conscience often disturbs their quiets 
and creates an awful foreboding. These prisoners can- 
not help themselves ; but God proclaims mercy ; help 
must come from him. There is a hope set before them ; 
yea^ a strong hold, to which they are called to flee and 
be safe. My Jesus — ^my hope, my strong hold, my safe- 
ty, my Saviour, my portion^ my life, my happiness— yes, 
my. happiness, for safe I am, and happy, though some- 
times in heaviness, for yet sin dwelleth in me, and is 
others, dear as my own soul ; and though I know it is 
pardoned, and provision made for pardon to the end, yet 
'Oh, oh,- it is bitter, and bitter let it be! I would not have 
it otherwise. Heal my depravity, O God ! take sin out 
of this heart ^ O fill it with love to thee, and to all my 
fellow sinners. My dear High . Priest ! it can be but a 
little further to Jordan. My seventy years ar^ run^ 
Does not the Ark of the Covenant appear goiag before 
me ? am I not called tO: decamps and follow afler ? O my 
blessed, blessed High Bji0st! keep in my view ; keep 
my eye fixed on; thy.pefsef^.and< let me the litji^e fu|i- 
ther^ fellow thee step by step, foot afler £>ot, inthoiit 

N 
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losing one mark all the way to Jordan ; and there let me 
see thee. Blessed Ark of the Covenant ! roll back the 
waters of terror, stand firm in Jordan, and bid me come 
unto thee ; and set up the stones of memorial in a song 
of praise in the midst of Jordan. 

O then thy gloij let me see, 
Then cause thr face to shine on me. 
And tune my neart, and tune my roice. 
And language furnish to rejoice, 
That all around may lend their toogne. 
And sweetly join my dying song. 



February 4, 1813. 

Mr dear grand-children, J. and 1. B. waited on their 
beloved Pastor Dr. R — , and professed their faith in the 
Lord Jesns Christ as the Saviour of sinners, and their 
Saviour : their desire to give themselves to the Lord, 
and to his church, and to be in all things governed by it. 
To receive the seal of the Covenant of Grace, comme- 
morate the dying love of their Redeemer the next op- 
portunity, and swear allegiance to him over the symbols 
of hitf body and blood. 

Glory to God for this fresh manifestation of his mercy 
and grace to sinners. Not unto us, O Lord God, but to 
thy name be the glory. Thci hast made a Covenant 
with thy chosen, and with believers in him ; and thou 
hast, by thy Holy Spirit, drawn them to take hold of this 
thy own Covenant, and to give themselves to thee to be 
made the subjects of it. And now, O Lord, remember 
thy own Covenant, and do as thou hast said. * Put thy 
laws in their minds, and write them in their hearts, and 
be unto them a God, and they shall be unto thee a peo- 
ple ; be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins 
and their iniquities remember no more.' Give them un- 
derstanding to know and believe thy laws, memories to 
retain them, hearts to love them, consciences to recog- 
'fiise them, courage to profess and power to put in prac- 
tice. O grant that the whole habit and frame of their 
ftouls may be a table and transcript of thy law. Blessed 
Hedeemer ! gather these lambs in thy arms, and earry 
them in thy bosom. O seal them with the Holy Spirit of 
promise. They look forward to that feast of love which 
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thou didst institute in that same night in which thou wast 
betrayed into the hands of sinners. If it may please thee, 

* manifest thyself to them as thou dost not unto the world.* 
Blessed Shepherd, call these lambs by name ; may they 
know thy voice, rejoice to hear it, and follow thee. In 
all the preparatory exercises speak to their hearts, and 
commune with them in secret. O give them some love- 
tokens, which they may never forget ; and make thyself 

* known to them in the breaking of bread.' Exercise their 
pareats with thankfulness and gratitude, and thine aged 
servant, to whom, in an especial manner, belong * shame 
and confusion of face,' while she stands amazed at the 
stalely steps of thy free sovereign mercy and grace to 
her, and to her seed, according to the flesh. ' Husband 
of the widow ! Father of the fatherless ! Shield of the 
stranger I' Glorify thy name, magnify thy Grace : all this 
thou hast been to me. Exercise these parents with 
deep humiUty : if they have received Grace to be more 
faithful than I : yet thy holy eye has seen much short- 
coming in them also. Glory to thy name for the grace 
in which they stand, and that thou hast enabled them to 
keep these lambs out of the world. Oh ! let this be a 
heart-searching time with us all ; humble us, and exalt 
thy name, and magnify thy Grace. 

O Lord, my Covenant God, all my desire is before 
thee ; is it not that thou magnify thy grace in me and in 
my^ family ? There are otherd. Lord, and the residue of 
the Spirit is with thee. Put forth thy power in the heart 
of I. G. S. and compel him to come in. And O my dear 
J. S. and her family ; thou biddest me open my mouth 
wide. Lord, see, there is much for thee to do. I praise 
thy name for what thou hast donei, and lay mo at thy 
feet waiting for further manifestationi of thy mercy thy 
sovereign mercy. : I have no other plea. 

Work with us for thy name's sake, and with J. M — , 
for whom my worthless prayers have been presented to 
thee, as also a member of this family. O Lord, he is 
now gone out into the world ; he is no longer under the 
control of man ; bring him under thy gracious control ; 
call him into thy kingdom of Grace, and make him a wil- 
linor subject in the day of thy power. 

Father, glorify thy name! 
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Greenwich f June 11, 1813. 
In my large light closet, within my airy, comfortable 
room ; the prospect from my windows, such as I bare 
ever delighted in : woods and water, flower garden, ahd 
fruit trees» and beautiful shrubs of various kinds, all as 
much mine, as if my own individual property, by the 
laws of the land in which I live : surrounded with books , 
and my children's rich library at my command ; enjoy- 
ing rich Gospel ordinanciss, under a godly-gifted pastor, 
with pious, loving, sensible church members ; a carnage 
to convey me, Sabbath and week days, to places of wor- 
ship ; children whose desire is that I may enjoy all these 
to the full, without care or trouble, they caring for me : 
with all these a large measure of health, my eyes see my 
teachers, my cars hear their voice. Why then these 
tears ? Are they all for sin ? Lord, search and see. Does 
no wounded pride, no selfish hurt, mix ? Ah ! Lord, 
thou knowest. I have detected much, and mourn and 
weep on that account ; J[>ut, I fear there is yet much 
lurking and working that I know not. I have set apart 
the remainder of this day, for fasting and humiliation on 
account of past sins, which I already know, and for yet 
further search into what I know not of at present. Lord, 
give me heart-searching exercises. Glory, glory, glory, 
to Father, Son, and blessed Comforter, that I am forgiv- 
en ; thy Spirit witnesseth with my spirit that I am for- 
given. Thou hast given me faith in the truth of thy tes- 
timony, that the blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin — 
that this is thy own provision for sinners — ^that Christ 
died for the ungodly — ^that while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us— that Christ hath loved us, and given 
nimself for us — ^that * God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever belie veth on 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.' These 
last words came from thy own lips of flesh. Thou Gift 
of God to a perishing world, and to me, one of the most 
guilty in it I Thou also saidst, * He that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life.' Thy Spirit witnesseth 
with my spirit, that to me it is given on the behalf of 
Christ to believe in him. Philippians i. 29. Therefor* 
/ hare everlasting life. That be who was slain and hwag 



<ift8 nn a tree, ' Him bath God exalted to be a Prince and 
a Saviour, for to give repentance and remission of sins :* 
and from this exalted Pi^ince I have repentance and for* 
giveness of sin, and therefore I dare look at my sins : I 
look with grief, but not with terror. Though foigiyen, 
and provision made for forgiveness, it is stiilan evil and 
a bitter thing. 

This day is set apart for mourning. I desire to search, 
to know more of my vileness, that I may mourn yet 
more : that while my heart is wrung for my ingratitude, 
■the Lord may make it the means of cruci^ing my sins, 
especially that which * so easily besets me ;' and.&r the 
prayer of faith, that they may be forgiven, and sllso that 
1 may be delivered from their power in my iieart : that 
I may be clothed with humility, so humble that nothing 
can hurt me, wearing my Redeemer's yoke, leaning up- 
on him who was ' meek and lowly,' that I may find rest 
to my soul. Now, Lord, exercise me ibr the rest of the 
'daj'-, and let to-morrow be the beginning of days. 

Ten o* clock at night. 
The day is spent, and I look for the blessing, ft has not 
been spent so much in my usual way of retracing, con- 
fessing, and bewailing, but with Owen on the subject of 
Pollution and Depravity ; of purification and the mean» 
appointed by God. The blood of Christ is the only ef- 
fectual mean, not only as atonement for sin, setting us 
free from condemnation ; but also for cleansing ; as 
sprinkled on the conscience by the Holy Ghost, and 
purging it from dead works. There are means in which 
we are to exercise burselves, depending on the Spirit 
for benefit. We are to work in the faith that God works 
in us. Mortification is one mean^ and though the morti- 
fication of the body is, perhaps, one of the lowest, I think 
it is of divine appointment, therefore not to be neglect- 
ed. 1 have been also studying the death of Christ, and 
his previous sufferings, as a mean : the unbelief, the op- 
.position, contradiction, contempt and cruel mockingr 
which he endured ; and his meekness, patience, and 
submission under them ; healing Malchus's ear, praying 
for his murderers : that, as the children of Israel were 

' N 2 
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healed by looking to the brazen serpent, I may be heal* 
^d by looking unto the uplifled Jesus ; the Spirit pro- 
ducing the effect. And as the woman with the bloody 
issue was healed by a touch, exercising faith in the 
power of Christ ; so I may be healed by a look, exer- 
cising the same fsuth ; the Spirit producing the effect of 
conformity to his example ; working in me that meek 
and lowly spirit for which I have been praying. And 
now by grace communicated, I hope to watch oyer my 
spirit with more success than formerly. 
I wait for thy salvation. 

1814. 

Joel ii. 2. 'A day of darkness and of gloominess, » 
day of cloud and of thick darkness, as the morning spread 
upon 'the mountains.' 

Not in temporals, nor in the toeans of Grace ; every 
thing that earth can afford is gathered into my present 
cup : it is full and runs over with earthly good, and a 
large measure of health to enjoy it : moral temporab are 
also mine in no common degree ; friendship, society at 
my choice, and respectabiUty in it. Rich means of 
grace within my reach, my Bible, and books of ey^ry 
kind, and great variety, at my hand, of instruction and 
of devotion. Mine eyes see my teachers, and my judg- 
ment appioves of their doctrine, as corresponding wiSi 
that sure word of testimony, ^* given me as the test of 
all human writings.'' Yet it is a day of darkness and of 
gloom. 

Isaiah 1. 10. ' Who is among you that feareth the Lord, 
that obeyeth the* voice of his servant, that walketh in 
darkness and hath no light ? Let him trust in the name 
of the Lord, and st^y himself upon his God.' 

To trust in the name of the Lord, and to stay myself 
upon my God, is stiU my privilege ; and though with lit- 
tle life and little comfort, my experience : mj mind is 
so desultory, my Bible, and helps of men's deductions 
and experiences, seem useless ; they are not blessed as 
means to fix my heart ; trifles of every sort pass and re- 
pass often ; while my eyes read the words, my mind is 
gone in a dream on some other subject ; my heart re- 
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ttUDS unimpressed} my mind aninfonned ; the same in 
j)rajer especially in secret, and in the family : less so in 
the sanctuary. 

I seem, as to apprehension, left to my own dark, dis- 
mal, carnal self; naked faith on the finished work <^my 
Redeemer is all that supports me ; and thatas a hare pre- 
yentiye of fear, and source of a hope that ' I shall yet 
praise him who is the health of my countenance and my 
God.' I know his covenant stands fast, I have tsdcen 
hold of it ; I do at this cold and stupid moment place 
my confidence in it. Christ is God's Covenant ; God's 
gift to sinners ; I helieve it ; he is the Lamh of God 
which taketh away the sin of the world ; I helieve it : I 
helieve on the Son for all the purposes for which God 
has sent him into the world ; therefore I have everlast* 
ing life : I helieve the record that God gave of his Son ; 
that God hath given to me eternal life, and this life is 
in his Son, not in me, hut in union with him. * He that 
hath the Son hath hfe ; he that hath not the Son hath not 
life.* John v. 

I thank thee, my God, that thou hast not left me to 
cast away my confidence in Christ. I have life in him, 
and no life hut as I have it from him. Thou seest how 
it is with me ; thou art my reconciled Father in Christ, 
hut thou hast shut me out from thy presence. I do not 
enjoy thee ; my poor heart is tossed from trifle to trifle. 
It has heen my way through l^e to destroy myself, and 
thy way to deliver me. Thou hast heen very gracious 
to me in my old age. I have enjoyed much of Uiy pre- 
sence in thy sanctuary, and in my private hours ; and 
although sin has dwelt and does dwell in me, 1 have en- 
joyed thy forgiving grace, and have tasted thy love, far 
beyond what I have for weeks past. ' Search me, O 
God, and know my heart ; try me and know my thoughts, 
and see if there be <any wicked way in me, and lead me 
in the way everlasting.' Show me wherefore thou con- 
tendest with me. Am I living in the indulgence of any 
known wilful sin ? or in the habitual neglect of any known 
duty ? Lord, * it is not in man that walketh^ to direct his 
steps.' I know I have been unthankful, unwatchful, idle ; 
jalas ! this is my ordinary, but it is not the ordinary of 
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Ay Lord Grod, merciful and gracious, to ttiark iniqulij 
against me, but to forgive me daily, to lead me to the 
blood of sprinkling; to give me contrition, and to re- 
-store me to his fayour by giving me f joy and peace in 
believing.' Help, Lord! give me heart-searching exer- 
cises. I read thy word, I set about that to which thou 
callest me. I set apart this day for ^ting, but the gra- 
cious exercises are not in me. Come^ O come, and ex- 
ercise me ! Exalted Prince ; give repentance and re- 
mission ; in tby light let me see light. 

Joel ii. 12. * Therefore now turn ye unto me with all 
your heart, with fasting, with weeping and mourning, 
rend your heart and not your garments, turn unto^ the 
liord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him of the 
evil.' O do I not know thee by this name ? has it not 
been thy name to me throughout this wide wilderness, 
* pardoning iniquity, transgression and sin V Thou hast: 
;|>repared a prayer for me — * turn me and I shall be turn- 
ed, for thou art the Lord my God.' Jer. xxxi. 18. Look 
to thy New Covenant in the same chapter ; it is all pro- 
mise, I can do nothing in it. Christ, by thine own ap- 
pointment, answers for my part, or rather I have no part. 
I can render nothing to the Lord for all his benefits to 
me. I will put forth the withered hand to ' ts^ke the cup 
<ff salvation, and call on the name of the Lord.' 

Ten o^ clock. The day is spent — I have confessed, and 
endeavoured to turn to the Lord with mourning, but with 
little sensibility. 

I attended meeting in the evening, heard two excellent 
discourses on the priesthood of Christ, and joined in two 
prayers and three hymns, with more fixed attention than 
has been my attainment lately ; for this, I thank thee, my 
God. Many have been the beginnings of days, and of 
months, which thou hast a£forded after backsliding. O 
add this to the number ! Psalm 143. < Hear my prayer, 
O Lord ; give ear to my supplication ; in thy ^thful- 
tiess answer me, and in thy righteousness. Enter not 
into judgment with thy serrmit, for in thy sight shall no 
(flesh living be justified.' ^ 

^ My spirit is overwhelmed within me, my h^ort within 
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me 18 dftflokte. I stretch oat my handi nolo tl^ee ; my 
soul tbinte^ after thee, in a tfedrBty la»d. Hear me 
speedily, O Lord ; my spirit ^ellk': hide not thy face 
from me, lest I he like unto those that go down iato the 
pit. Cause me to hear thy losing kindness in Che qiom- 
ing, for in thee do I tnist ; cause me to know the way 
wherein i should walk, for I lifl my soul unto thee. 
Deliver me, O Lord, from mine enemies : I flee unto 
thee to hide me. Teaeh me to do thy will, for thou art 
my God. Thy Spirit is good: lead me into the land of 
uprightOess* Qjiiicken me, O Lordj for thy name's sake ; 
for thy righteousness' sake, hringmy soul out of trouble. 
I wait for thy saliration 

This heart my Jesus bought with blood, 

It is his bonast claim ; 
O seize it, fil it, Sayioiir.God, 

To give it is my aim. 

Take iiiU possessiofuof fthis heart, 

And here set up thj throne. 
Command eacbidol^^e deport,- — 
C. \\ ^AqdmaKK it aU thine own. 

O d^^e I not (o thee appeal. 

That *ti8 my first desire. 
That on. this heart, thou stamp thy seal. 

And grave it widi love's fiie ? 

To fix this heart to stray no more, 

I ev*n would quit the clay ; 
Would hasten on to Jordan's shore. 

And jdough the wat'iy way. 

Nor fear, nor diead, my soul should move, 

"V^th Jesus in my heart, 
Each passion swalfow^d up in love, 

I'd court ihe friendly dart* 

The resurrection and the life. 

In death ItAelf^he'U.prevct, 
And whils.the cloees mortal sbofe, 

Breathe bl)i owa life of love. 

Hien boast not, tiaonster, of thy tUso^, 

Nor of thy vict'ty, grave. 
In th* anns </Qoi*B anointed King, ^ 

I dare thy fiercest biwre. 

/«ly 17, 1814. 
SacranufU Sabbat. Mr. R — preached from 1st Peter 
i. 8, 9. « Whom having not seen ye love ; in whom, 
though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice 
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with i&y xtQSpeakaUe and full of glory ; reeeiying the 
end of yotir ftjth, eyemtlie salvation of your souls ' 

I had requested to be brought to my Lord's banqueting 
house, and to be feasted with love this day. I ate the 
bread and drank the wine in Uie faith, that 1 at^ the flesh 
and drank the blood of the Son of man, and dwelt in him 
and he in me. Took a close view of my familiar friend 
Death, accompanied with the presence of my Saviour, 
hi» sentible presence. I cannot look at it without. this ; 
it is my only petition concerning it. I have had desires 
and wishes of certain circumstances, but they are near- 
ly gone. It is my sincere desire that God may be glorifi- 
ed, and he knows best how and by what circumstances. 
I retain my one petition, 

" Onlj to me thj countenance show, 
I ask no more the Jordan throu^.*' 



Written from ike LXXXIX. Psalm, 30, 31, 32 and S3d 
verses ; at the request of Mrs. B, Graham, 

(See her Devotional Exercise on the loss of her Daughter, dated 

May, 1796.) 

Thus says oar gracious Covenant Lord, 
(And he will keep his faithful word;) 
** My statutes should mr children break, 
M7 judgments and mj law forsake. 
Nor keep the precepts of their God, 
Their sins FIl visit with a rod ; 
Tet shall my Cov*nant love prevail, 
My faiUifulness shall never fail.** 

Yes, blessed Lord, thy children find 
This gracious promise, just and kind, 
Oft in themselves fulfilled for good, 
Thourh not so always understood ; 
Tel on when pleasures lead astraj, 
And Satan marks as for his prey. 
Groaning beneath the guilty load, 
We kiss thy keen, but quick*ning rod 

If Beauty form the pleasing snare, 
And all the world ccmfess us fair, 
Nature awhile may combat grace, 
And ask no portion but a face , 
Yet then thy lone prepares our bed, 
Diseases make our beau^ lade ; 
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We lose men*9 praise, bat find oar God| 
And meet vrith joy th* afflictive rod. 

If in th* accomplish'd world we shine, 
And mortals term us half divine; 
In taste, in arts, in wit refin'd, 
We starve the soul to puff the mind, 
The Lord may leave our feet to err, 
Mankind no more applause confer ; 
Shame waits our paths, but faith in God, 
Reviving, makes us bless the rod. 

K wealth, with gay luxuriant charms. 

Our Christian fortitude disarms ; 

With Canaan's race, tempts us to jom. 

And half our heav'oly joys resign ; 

Thy rod, which kind chastisement bringi, 

Will give the base deceivers wings, 

*Till with the p9or, in HeavVs straight road^ 

We walk despisedi, but rich in God. 

And should all these at once assail ; 
Should coldness, sickness, sin prevail, 
And shame, and pain, and sorrow mark. 
Each step whilst groping in the dark. 
The scourge of Love can still reclaim. 
And Death can purge our loathsome frame 
Thy staff can ccMnfort, whilst this rod 
Drives hence to Glory, and to God. 

Then let your souls rejoice, ye Saints^! 
Nor pains, nor sufferings raise complainti •' 
They're ministers of grace to you, 
Chastisements are a promise too. 
Blest genuine marks of God*s pure lor*, 
To fit you for your thrones above 
Then let us sing benea^ the rod 
Hosanna to our Saviour God I 

J^euhYork, IthJime, 179fi- 
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MY LAST JOURMET tHROUGH THE WILDERNESS, 

▲JTD 

PASSAGE OVER JORDAN.* 



Joshua i. 11. and chapter iii. * Prepare yon irictuals, 
for within three dajs ye shall pass over this Jordan, to 
^ in to possess the land which the Lord your God giv- 
eth you to possess it. When ye see the ark of the Co- 
renant of the Lord your God, and the Priests hearing it, 
then ye shall remove, and go after it : that ye may know 
the way hy which ye must go, for ye have not passed 
this way heretofore.' 

• Sanctify yourseilves, for to-morrow the Lord will do 
wonders among you.' 

' Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the 
earth, passeth over hefore you into Jordan : and it shall 
come to pass, that as soon as the soles of the feet of the 
priests that hear the ark of the Lord — ^the Lord of all 
the earth, shall rest in the waters, that the waters of Jor- 
dan shall he cut off from the waters that come down 
from ahove : and they shall stand upon an heap.' 

' And it came to pass, that when the people removed 
from their tents to pass over Jordan, and the Piiests 
hearing the ark of the Covenant before the people, that 
as they that bare the ark were come into Jordan ; and 
the feet of the Priests were dipped in the brim of the 
water, that the waters that came down from above stood 
and rose up upon an heap ; and the Priests that bare the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord, stood firm on dry 
ground in the midst of Jordan, and all the Israelites past- 
ed over on dry ground.' 

' And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of Jor- 
dan, in the place where the feet of the priests that bare 
the ark of Uie covenant of the Lord stood, and they are 
there unto this day.' 

• Found ia Mn. Gnham't pocket after ber deceue. 
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^ When your children shall ask their fathers in time to 
come, saying, what mean these stones ? ye shall let your 
children know, saying, Israel came over this Jordan on 
dry land : for the Lord your God dried up the waters 
from before you until ye were passed over, as the Lord 
your God did to the Red Sea, which be dried jip until 
we were passed over. That all people of the earth might 
know the hand of the Lord, that it is mighty : that ye 
might fear the Lord your God for ever.' Amen. 

Oh ! Thou Jehoi^ah I Israel's God, and by thy New 
Covenant, my God ! Thus far hast thou brought me 
through the wilderness : bearing, chastising, forgiving, 
restoring. Well hast thou made out thy wilderness name 
to me, * The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
long-suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, keeping 
mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgression 
and sin.' Great have been my provocations, but great- 
er still thy Covenant Mercy. I have not perished 
with them that believed not ; sore bitten I am, but 
thou hast fixed mine eyes on the lifted-up Ilealer, and. I 
am in his hand for further cure. . -My journey has bee- 
long, and my way devious ; but my blessed Joshua is 
still in view. I must be near to Jordan's flood;.! 
have been preparing victuals from thine own repository 
of truth. And now, my blessed High Priest, and Ark 
of the Covenant, lead on my staggering steps the little 
further. I have not gone thiis way heretofore,, buf thou 
hast measured these waters while they overflowed all 
their banks. Thou hast passed through, and made the 
passage safe for thy people. At thy commaod the wa- 
ters stand up upon an heap, and they pass through in thy 
presence on Fiiith's firm ground. Keep then mine eye 
upon thee, and I shall fear no evil. ' And*, oh, my bless- 
ed Leader! if it might please thee, I would ask a boon 
yet with submission, that thy sensible presence might be 
with me all the way through ; and that thou wouldst bring 
from my quivering lips a testimony to the glory of tlig^ . 
grace, that my children may know that thou hast par- 
doned, restored, perfected, dried up the waters of terror, 
carried triumphantly through, and put me in possession 
of the purchased inheritance. Amen. 

O 
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1 Timothy i. 15. * This is a faithful saying, and wor« 
thy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.' 

I have oflen inquired, what is there within us, or 
without us, on which a sinner can rest in peace in a 
dying hour! If it be a holy life, there can be no peace 
for me — ^taking the law of God for my standard ; back- 
slider is my name ; yet I think in this sacred jtolume I 
find a hope even for me, the chief of sinnera. 

John iii. 14. * As Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so nmst the Son of man be lifted up, 
that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but- 
have eternal life. For God' so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on 
him should not perish, but have eternal life. For God 
sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
that the world through him might be saved.* Verse 31, 
' He that cometh from heaven is above all, and what he 
hath seen and heard, that he testifieth.' Verse 33, < He 
that receiveth his testimony, has set to his seal, that God 
is true.' Verse 36, * The Father loveth the Son, and 
hath given all things into his hand : he that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life.' Here is a hope for me 
the world is made up of sinners, I am one of them, and 
though the chief, am not excluded. Matthew xviit. 1 1. 
* The Son of man c^me to save that which was lost ;' I 
am of that description. Matthew ix. 13. • The Phari- 
sees said, why eateth your master with publicans and 
sinners ? Jesus suid, the whole need not a physician, but 
they that are sick.' I am a sinner, and sick. — ' I will 
have mercy and "not sacrifice, for I am not come to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repentance.' — I am a sin- 
ner, and need repentance. * Him hath God exaHed 
with his right hand, to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give 
repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel.' Acts iii. 
31. 2 Peter iii. 9. « The Lord is long-suffering, not 
willing that any should perish ; but that all should come 
to repentance.* 

* Christ said to the woman of Samaria, a notorious 
fiinner, John iv. 10. * If thou knewest the gift of God, 
and who it is that saith to thee, give me to drink , thoa 
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wotrldest have asked of him, and he would haye given 
thee living water.' Whosoever drinketh of this water 
shall thirst again ; hut whosoever drinketh of the water 
that I shall give him, shall never thirst; but the water 
that I shall give him, shall be in him a well of water 
-springing up into everlastiag life.' Yes, my Redeemer t 
a draught of this water, received in faith from the hand 
of the Spirit, will give life in death. O pour it into my 
thirsty soul, in that searching hour ! Jesus said to a mix- 
ed multitude of sinners like me, John vi. 27. * Labour 
not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat 
which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of 
man shall give unto you ; for him hath God the Father 
sealed.' These sinners said unto him, ' what shall we do 
that we might work the works of God V ' That ye be- 
lieve on him whom he hath sent. My Father giveth you 
the true bread from heaven, for the bread of God is he 
which Cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the 
world : I am the bread of life ; he that cometh unto me 
shall never hunger, and he that believeth on me shall 
never thirst. I am the living bread which came down 
from heaven ; if any man eat of this bread, he shsdi live 
for ever. And the bread which I shall give ib my flesh, 
which I will give for the life of the world. Jesus said 
unto them, except ye eat the flesh, and drink the blood 
of the Son of man, ye have no life in you : whoso eateth 
my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me^ and I in 
him. As the living Father hath sent me, and 1 live by the 
Father : so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me.' 
The Father giveth this bread, the Son giveth this 
bread ; wliosoever wiU, may take of this bread, and the 
promise with it. Father, I take this bread, I take and 
believe that I have in thee eternal life, according to thy 
word. O holy and blessed Comforter ! Spirit of the 
Father and of the Son, whose office it is to take of the 
things of Christ, and show them unto his redeemed ! 
when the bread and the water that perisheth can no 
longer refresh this dying body, apply this living bread 
and living water to my soul, that life may spring up in 
the midst of death ; and in that trying hour, bear wit^ 
ness with my spirit that I dwell in Christ, and Christ 
in me, and can neyer die 
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John Tii. 37. * In the ladt day, thiit great day of th<» 
feast, Jesus stood and cried, If any man thirst, let him 
come onto me and drink ; he that believeth on me, as the 
Scripture hath' said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of 
living Water. This spake he of the Spirit, that they who 
believe on him should receive.' This he proclaimed to 
a mixt multitude of sinners like myiseif. Lord, I be- 
lieve, and am sure that thou art thctt Christ, the Son of 
the living God. Be it unto me acc6rding to thy word. 
John xi. 25. * I am the resuif e<^tion and the life ; he 
that believeth on me, though he were dead, yet shall he 
live ; and whosoever liveth and believeth on me, shall 
never die. Belie vest thou this V I believe that thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God, which should 
come into the world ; the pronused Messiah ; the gift of 
the Father, the Covenant given to the people ; the 
anointed Prophet and King, and consecrated High Priest; 
who through the eternal Spirit offered thyself without 
spot unto God ; who came to do that most perfect will 
of God, by which we are sanctified thri^ugh the offering 
of the body of Christ once for all. Lamb of God, which 
tedceth away the sins of the world ! On the^ I lay my 
precious never-djring soul ; wash me in thy blood, clothe 
me in thy righteousness ; sanctify me, soul, spirit, and 
body, to thy service. I have no other foundation of 
hope, nothing within me, nothing without me ; my entire 
dependence is on thy fimsbed work ; into thy hands I 
commit my spirit. 

Let me hear thy consoling voice, compassionate Sa^ 
viour I John xiv. I. * Let not your heart be troubled ; 
ye believe in God, believe also in me ; in my Father's 
house are miany mansions ; if it were not so I would have 
told you ; I go to prepare a place for you ; I will come 
again and receive you unto myself, that where I am, there 
ye may be also.' Oh ! deal this upon my heart, and it is 
enov^h. To be where tiiou art, is heaven enough to 
me. To be where thou art, to see thee as thou art, 
and tO'be made like thee, the last sinful motion for 
ever past : no more opposition, no more weariness, 
listlessness, dfyness, deadness ; but conformed to my 
blessed Head, every way capacitated to serve him, and 
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to enjoy him. This is heaven. * Jesus said, I 
\ray, the truth, and the life ; no man cometh to the Fatl 
but by me.* Blessed Comforter ! do thine office ; tal^ 
these things of Christ, and show them unto me ; lead 
me in this way, feed me with this truth, and animate 
me with this life : * whatsoever ye shall ask of the 
Father, in my name, that will I do, that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son. If ye ask any thing in 
my name, I will do it.' Blessed Comforter! here also 
do thine office ; I know not what to ask for as I ought ; 
help mine infirmities as thou hast said ; suggest the 
prayer, be in me the spirit of prayer and suppUcation, 
and especially in that hour of need, when sickness 
fiaps the clay tabernacle, discomposing the spirit, and 
confusing perhaps the ideas : still, still, let my thoughts 
rise to my God. Oh ! let no unhaJlowed subject get 
hold of me in that hour, but keep my Safviour's name in 
my heart, and on my lips. Oh 1 is not this according to 
thy will ; watch over it then ; and keep the avenues of 
my soul from every vain idea. * If ye love me, keep 
my commandments, and I will pray the Father, and he 
shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with 
you for ever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
•cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth 
him ; but ye know him, for he dwelleth with you, and 
shall be in you. He that hath my commani^' ^nts and 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me, ar he that 
loveth me, shall be loved of my Father, and 1 will love 
him, and will manifest myself unto him ; and we will 
come, and make our abode with him. The Comforter, 
which is the Holv Ghost, whom the Father will send in 
my name, he snafl teacki you all things, and bring all things 
to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 
Peace I leave with you ; my peace I give unto you ; 
tiot as the world giveth, give I unto you : let not your 
lieart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.' In that last 
warfare, when nothing on earth can give peace ; when 
the world recedes, and disappears ; when friends must 
stand aloof, and leave me to the combat alone : Oh ! 
4>lessed and promised Comforter, bring to my remem- 
brance, and impress on my weary spirit, these sweet 

O 2 
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troths of my Sayiotir. But it has often ocCarred to ine 
and may in that hour, that though Jesus received sin 
ners, they were ignorant sinners. The Jews under 
stood not the Gospel contained in their types and sacri* 
fices ; they were unenlightened and unconverted. The 
Gentiles were totally blind, serving dumb idols ; neither, 
had known the Gospel ; never had tasted the grace of 
God : neither, were backshders like me. I have known 
the truth, been enlightened, tasted of the .heavenly gifl, 
been made a partaker of the Holy Ghost, tasted of the 
good word of God, and of the power of the world to come. 

Fifty years ago the Lord convinced me of my sin, my 
misery, and my total helplessness. 1 was also^ I think ^ 
enabled to lay hold on the hope set before me. 

1 have, in numerous exercises, and acts, accepted of 
God's gift of Jesus Christ to me a condemned sinner ; ta^^ 
king hold of the Scripture words of invitation and pro- 
mise held out for my acceptance. I have pleaded his 
own Covenant provision, in the substitution of his own 
Son in my room and stead, * making him to be sin, who 
knew no sin, that sinners might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in him.' I put in my claim as a sinner, 
among the ungodly for whom Christ died. I believed 
his testimony, and set to my seal that God is true. I 
rested on thu foundation — ^I yet have no other — ^1 know 
there is no other. — The foundation standeth sure. But 
Oh ! what am I to think of the fruits. I have again and 
again turned back into the world : grieved the Spirit, 
crucified the Son of God afresh, and put him to open 
shame. No wonder I stand alarmed at the Apostle's 
assertion : my conscience testifies, that my character is 
nearly, if not altogether, such as the Apostle, by the Holy 
Spirit, says : it is impossible to renew to repentance. 
Hebrews vi. 4, 5. But thou hast renewed to repent- 
ance ! .Thy name is ' the Lord, the Lord God, merciful 
and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness 
and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving ini- 
quity, transgression, agid sin. Thou wilt by no means 
clear the guilty ;' but thou hast provided a substitute, 
and laid my guilt, and guilty person, on thine own Son. 

Bf this gracious name, thou wast known to thy back 
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slidiag Israel in the wilderness ; whose heart, like miqe, 
was not right with God ; neither were they steadfast in 
his Coyenant ; but he, * beiAg full of compassion, forgaye 
their iniquity, and destroyed them not.' Many a time 
turned he his anger away, and did not stir up all his 
wrath. They forgot God their Sayiour, who had done 
great things lor them ; they transgressed his command* 
ii^ent, and in their heart turned back again to Egypt ; 
th^y brought upon themselyes many afiOictions, and many 
times did he deliyer them ; they pfoyoked him with 
their counsel, and were brought low for their iniquity ; 
nevertheless y he heard their cry, and repented according 
to the multitude of his mercies ; while the blood of bulls 
slnd of goats typified the great propitiatory sacrifice, by 
which * God can be just, and justify the ungodly.' By 
this name was the Lord God merciful and gracious^ 
known in the pleasant land, and by the same sacrifice, the 
blood of Christ, which cleanseth from all sin, was typified, 
Psalms ciii. andli. Passing from the shadow to the sub* 
stance: the prophets prophesied in his name. * All we, like 
sheep, haye gone astray, and the Lord hath laid on him 
the iniquity of us all. He was wounded for our trans* 
gressions, and bruised for our iniquities ; the chastise- 
ment of our peace was laid on him, and by his stripes we 
are healed.' ' Deliver from going down to the pit ; I haye 
found a ransom.' By this name of Grace, even back* 
sliders were recalled, among whom, I stand chief. Jere- 
miah ii. * My people have committed two great evils : 
they have forsaken the fountain of living waters, and 
hdve hewn out to themselves cisterns, broken cisterns, 
tbstt can hold no water. Is Israel a servant ; is he a 
home-born slaye ; wherefore is he spoiled ? Hast thou 
not procured this to thyself, in that thou hast forsaken 
the Lord thy God, when he led thee by the way ? 
and now what hast thou to do in the way of Egypt, 
to drink the waters of Sihor ? what hast thou to do in 
the way of Syria, to drink the waters of the river? 
Thy own wickedness shall correct thee, and thy backsli- 
tlings shall reprove thee. Know therefore, and see that it 
is an evil and bitter thing, that thou hast forsaken the 
Lord thy God ; and that my fear is not in tha^^ ^"»5^ 
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the Lord God of hosts. For of old, I have broken thf 
yoke, and burst thy bands : and thou saidst, I wiU nof 
transgress ; when upon erery high hill, and under every 
green tree, thou wanderest, playing the harlot. Yet I had 
planted thee a noble vine, wholly a right seed : how art 
thou turned into the degenerate, plant, of a strange yine 
unto me ? Why gaddest thpu about so much to change 
thy way ? thou also shalt be ashamed of Egypt, as thou 
wast ashamed of Assyria. Have I been a barren wilder- 
ness, or a land of darkness unto thee ? Wherefore say 
my people, we are lords, and will come no more unto 
thee ? Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her 
attire ? yet my people have forgotten me, days without 
number.' Jeremiah iii. * They say if a man put away 
his wife, and she go from him, and become another man's, 
shall he return to her again ? shall not that land be great- 
ly polluted ? But thou hast played the harlot with many 
lovers ; yet return again unto me, saith the Lord ; wilt 
thou not from this time cry unto me, my Father, thou art 
the guide of my youth ?' What can I say to such Grace ? 
Oh ! thou infinite in thy mercy to pardon, and in thy 
power to save ! Such has been my character, and such 
the amazing mercy of my offended God ! Oflen, often 
has he pardoned, restored, blessed, and made me happy. 
But, Oh ! Oh ! just is the renewed charge against me. 
'* For the house of Israel and the house of Judah have 
dealt very treacherously with me, saith the Lord. They 
have belied the Lord, and said, it is not he, neither shall 
evil come upon us.' Verse 12. * Go and proclaiqa these 
words, and say, Return thou backsliding Israel, saith the 
Lord, and I will not cause mine anger to fall upon you : 
for I am merciful, saith the Lord, I will not keep anger 
for ever ! Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou 
hast transgressed against the Lord thy God ; and ye have 
not obeyed my voice, saith the Lord. Turn, O back- 
sliding children, for I am married unto you.' What! O 
what can I say to such Grace. Truly, * thy ways are not 
as our ways, nor thy thoughts as our thoughts ! For as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are thy ways 
higher than our ways, and thy thoughts than our thoughts!^ 
Oh ! how is my guilt aggravated by all this Grace I and 
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yet tbou calledtj Return! atidthdathy«€lf tum^vtme: I 
do, O Lord God, uieFciful and grttddus I I 4o acknotr* 
ledge my iDiqaity ; eyei?y time l4orQ ba<;k my eyes ufba 
my ipast life, my rins rise in miagnitiide, heigliteiied by 
more enlarged views of thy goodneds^ At every age, in 
everyplace, in whatever situation and circumBtances, my 
conscience testifies to this spiritual adultery. * Surely 
as a wife treacherously departeth from her husband, so 
have ye dealt treacherously with me, saith the Lordi' 
I acknowledge the justice of the charge : and it is of the 
Lord's mercies that I am not consumed : because his 
compassions fail not. 'A voice was heard upon the high 
pFaces, weeping and supplication of the children of Is- 
rael, for they have perverted their ways, and they have 
forgotten the Lord their God.' Yes, thou hast^ my gra- 
cious God, granted repentance ! Thine eye has seen the 
tears I have shed ; thou hast contrited my heart. I have 
looked upon him whom l have pierced, and been in bit-- 
terness as for a first-born. I feel it now, aud must feel 
it, while the body of sin exists. But Oh ! Lord God, 
merciful and gracious ! the cause is in thyself, thkt I hear 
tl^y voice, and that I answer. '* Return, ye backsliding 
children, and* I will hesd your backslidings ! Behold, I 
come unto thee, for thou art the Lord our God ! Truly 
in vain is salvation hoped for from the hills and the mul- 
titude &i mountains. Truly in the Lord God is the sal- 
vation of Israel : We lie down in our shame, our confu- 
sion covereth us : for we have sinned against the Lord 
our God ; we and our fathers, even from our youth ; 
and have not obeyed the voice of the Lord God. Thus 
saith the Lord God, I will even deal with thee as thou 
hast done^ who. hast despised the oath in breaking the 
Covenant. Nevertheless, I will remember my Cove- 
nant with thee in the days of thy youth ; and I will esta- 
blish unto thee an everlasting Covenant, and thou shalt 
know that I am the Lord. That thou mayest remember 
and be confounded, and never open thy, mouth any more 
because of thy shame, when I am pacified towards thee, 
saith the ^ord God.' Amen, Lord God, merciful and 
gracious ! Be it so. — ^It is so no2&,— it musty it will be so, 
until death shall open mine eyes on that mystery. The 
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glory of God arising out«>f the aboundibg of sin, through 
the saper-aboundiBgofG race, and Grace reigning through 
ri^teousness unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lo^! 
Till then, while sin dwelleth in me, let me enjoy th^ 
blessedness of a contrite heart ; yea, even shame and 
confusion, since it is the sign, that thou art pacified with 
me/ Thou hast dealt with me, thou hast chastened, and 
in some instances, taken vengeance on my inventions. 
But thou art pacified with me, and 1 dare look again to 
thy holy temple ; to the temple not made with hands ; 
to the minister of the sanctuary, and the *■ true taberna- 
cle which the Lord pitched, and not man ; to the blessed 
High Priest, who through the eternal Spirit o£fered him- 
self a sacrifice without spot unto God, and by his own 
blood, entered in once into the holy place, having obtain- 
ed eternal redemption for us, and when he had purged 
our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on 
high. To the blessed Mediator of the new and better 
Covenant, established on better promises : to the surety 
of the New Testament and sealed with his own blood.' 
O I will look unto Jesus ! the Object, the Author, and 
the Fimsher of that faith which interests in himself and 
the whole of his purchase ! He bids me look unto him 
and be saved! I do look unto him, and I am saved! who 
dares condemn the sinner whom Christ acquits? who shall 
lay any thing to his charge ? * It is Christ that died ; 
yea, rather who is risen again ; who is even at the right 
hand of God ; who also maketh intercession for her 1 ! !' 



Isaiah xlir. 22. Return unto me, etc. 
(A ^riptur^ paraphrase by D. B — J) 

Hetum to thee, my God ! dost thou 
The invitation yet renew ? 
Return to thee f my chiefest joy, 
Till sin did all my peace destroy ! 

And yet, to hear thy pardoning voice 
Must make my trembling heart rejoice, 
Though sin is there, thou well dost know 
It is my burden and my foe. 

O let me hear those .gracious words ! 
Be still, my soul, they are the Lord^s; 
That God, who once on thee did shine, 
\nd fiU'd thee with a hope divine. 
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** Tfajr black transgresrions, trembling will* 
Tby «n so beinous and so foul,. 
Wnicb like a cloud obscure thy day, 
I*ve blotted out, Vre wash*d away. 

Return to me, thou*rt mine; I own 
Thee for my servant, and my son \ 
I have redeemM-thy precious soul ; 
And none my purchase shall control." 

I hear, I come, my Covenant God ! 
Thy love's my Ufr, my raiment, food ; 
Thy favour, thro* my Jesus given, 
Is to my soul, the bliss of heaven. 

I come, my Jesus ! hold me fast, 
*Till lifo and Jordan's ioumey past; 
My faith to vision yiela her place. 
And I shall see thy unveiPd face. 

Then, with the loudest of the throng. 
Of sins fomv'n PU raise the song ; 
Of pardon bought with Jesus' blood. 
Sinners made Kii^s and Priests to God. 



Psabn ciii. F\fbf years ago. 

'* Oh ! thou, my soul, bless God the Lord, 

** And all that in me is ; 
** Be stirred up his hoi v name, * 

** To magnuy and bless," &c. 

John xiv. * I will not leave you comfortless ; I will 
come unt6 you ; yet a little while and the world seeth 
me no more ; but ye see me : because I live, ye shall 
live also. At that day ye shall know, that I am in the 
Father, and you in me, and I in you ! ! ! Believest thou 
not that I am in the Father and the Father in me ? He 
that hath seen me, hath seen the Father. Howbeit, 
when the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you into 
all truth. He shall glorify me, for he shall receive of 
mine, and shall show it unto you. All things that the 
Father hath are mine ; therefore said I, he shall take 
of mine, and shall show it unto you.' John xvii. 
* N'either pray I for these alone, but for them also, which 
shall believe on me through their word : that they all 
maybe one, as thou, Father, art in me and I in thee, 
that they may be one in us : that the world may believe 
that thou hast sent me ; and the glory which thou gavest 
me, I have given them, that they may be one, even as we 
are one. I in them and thou in me, that they may be 
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not, neither is weary ; there is no searching of his uo- 
dentanding. He giveth power to the faint ; and to him 
that hath no might, he increaseth strength. Even the 
yoaths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall 
utterly £aM : but they that wait on the Lord shall renew 
their strength, they shall mount up with wings as eagles ; 
they shall run and not be weary ; they shall walk and 
not faint.' 

Isaiah xlii. 24. * Who gave Jacob for a spoil, and 
Israel to the robbers : did not the Lord ? he, against 
whom we have sinned. For they would not walk in his 
way, neither were they obedient to his law : therefore, 
he hath poured upon him the fury of his anger ; and the 
strength of battle ; and it hath set him on fire round 
about, and he knew it not, and it burned him, yet he 
laid it not to heart. But now, thus saith the Lord, that 
created thee, O Jacob, and that formed thee, O Israel, 
fear not, for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by 
thy name, thou art mine. When thou passest through 
the Vaters, I will be with thee ; and through the rivers 
they shall not overflow thee. When thou walkest 
through the fire thou shalt not be burnt, neither shall the 
flame kindle upon thee. For I am the Lord^thy God, 
the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour. Since thou wast 
precious in my sight, thou hast been honourable ; and I 
have loved thee.' Yes, my God ! I remember and am 
confounded !^ amazed at my ingratitude, amazed at thy 
Grace ! I am thy witness, just so has been thy way with 
me. What can I say ? Thou hast wrought with me for 
thy name's sake. I am dumb before thee, O I am vile— 
and yet I am thine ! Thou hast redeemed me ! it is thy 
good pleasure to save me. ' Glorify thy name. ' I have 
blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions, and as a 
cloud thy sins. Return unto me, for I have redeemed 
thee. Sing, O ye heavens, for the Lord hath done it. 
Shout, ye lower parts of the earth. Break forth into 
singing, ye mountains : O forest, and every green tree 
therein, for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified 
himself in Israel.' 

* For if by one man's offence, death reigned by one ; 
much more they jvhich receive abundance of grace, and 



PASSING OVfia JORDAN. 17^ 

of the gift t>f righteousness, shall reigD in life by one, 
Chrbt JesQs. Where sin abounded, grace did much more 
abound : that as sin has reigned unto death, so might 
grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life, by 
Jesus Christ our Lord.' 

Isaiah xlv. 22. *• Look unto me and be ye saved, all 
the ends of the earth, for I am God, and there is none 
else. I have sworn by myself, and the word is gone out 
of my mouth in righteousness, and shall not return : that 
unto me every knee shall bow, and every tongue shall 
swear. Surely shall one say, in the Lord have I right- 
eousness and strength : even to him shall men come, and 
all that are incensed against him shall be ashamed. In 
the Lord shall all the house of Israel be justified, and 
shall glory. Chapter xlvi. 3. *• Hearken upto me, O 
house of Jacob, and all the remnant of the house of 
Israel : Even to your old age, I am he ; and even to hoar 
hairs will I carry you. I have made, and 1 will bear, 
even I will carry, and I will deliver you.* 

Ezek. xxxiv. 11. ^ Thus saith the Lord God, I, even 
I, will both search my sheep, and seek them out. As a 
shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that he is among 
his sheep that are scattered : so will I seek out my sheep, 
and will deliver them out of aQ places where they have 
been scattered in the cloudy and dark day. And I will 
bring them out from the people, and gather them to their 
own land, and feed them upon the mountains of Israel, by 
the rivers, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 
And I will feed them in a good pasture, and upon the high 
mountains of Israel shall their fold be ; there shall they 
lie in a good fold, and in a fat pasture shall they feed 
upon the mountains of Israel. I will feed my flock, and 
I will cause them to lie down, saith the Lord God. I will 
seek that which was lost, and bring again that which Was 
driven away ; and will bind up that which was broken, 
and will strengthen that which was sick.' He hath done 
it, I am his witness : I, the poor wanderer, the happy 
subject of this Grace. *■ And I will raise up for them a 
plant of renown, (my Jesus,) and they shall be no more 
consumed with hunger in the land ; neither bear the 
tohame of the heathen any more. Thus shall they ka<s^ ^ 
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thai I, the Lord their God, am with them : and that thej, 
even the hoasc of Israel, are mj people, saith the Loid 
God, and ye mj flock, the flock of my pastare, are men : 
and 1 am yoar God, saith the Lord God. As the monn- 
taios arc round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round 
about bis people, from henceforth and for ever.' Psalm 
cxxv, 

EzEK. XXX vi. * When the house of Israel dwelt in 
their own land, they defiled it by their own way, and by 
their doings. And I scattered them among the heathen, 
and they were dispersed through the countries : accord- 
ing to their ways, and according to their doings, I Judged 
them. And when they entered unto the heathen, whither 
they went, they profaned my holy name, when they said 
to them, th3se are the people of the Lord, and are gone 
forth otit of his land. But 1 had pity for my holy name, 
which the house of Israel had profaned among the hea* 
then whithor they went. Therefore, say unto the house 
of Israel, thus saith the Lord God, I do not this for your 
sakes, O house of Israel, but for mine holy name's sake, 
which ye have profaned among the heathen, whither ye 
went. And I will sanctify my great name which was 
profaned among the heathen, which ye had profaned in 
the midst of them. And the heathen shall know that I am 
the Lord, saith the Lord God, when I shall be sanctified 
in you before their eyes. For I will take you from among 
the heathen, and gather yoii out of all countries, and will 
bring you into your own land. Then will I sprinkle clean 
water upon you, Jind ye shall be clean from all your filthi- 
ness, and from all your idols will I cleanse you. A new 
heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put 
within you ; and I will take away the stony heart out of 
your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I 
will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in 
my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments and do them. 
I will also save you from all your uncleannesscs, and I 
will call for the corn, and will increase it, and lay no fa- 
mine upon you ; and I will multiply the fruit of the tree, 
and the increase of the field, that ye shall receive no 
more reproach of famine among the heathen. Then 
f ball ye remember your own evil ways, and your doingi, 
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which were not good ; and shall loathe yoursdyes in 
your own sight, for your iniquities, and for your abooU- 
natioDs. Not for your sakes do I this, saith the Lord 
God : be it known unto you. Be ashamed and confound- 
ed for your own ways, O house of Israel.' 

Egekid xvi. 63. and rxxvi. 32. 

(A Scripture paraphnae, by D. B.^.) 

J^otfor your sokes,* for bom unclean, 
The slaves of Satan and of sin : 
I saw no comeliness in you, 
To bid my Grace sacb wonders da 

J^oifor your seJces / for when my love 
And grace should your affections more, 
The workings of an evil heart, 
Still makes you from my truth depart 

JVot for yowr takes ; for bold and blind. 
To lust and avarice inclined ; 
Each shadowy idol you obey, 
-Disowning my paternal sway. 

J^otfor your sakes ; with heav'n in vievr, 
For sin you sell your souls anew ; 
You barter for a gilded bait. 
The joys of an eternal state. 

J^otfor your sakes ; for thou^ yon ey*d 
The cross of Christ, on which ne died ; 
You scorn his love for worldly ends, 
And wound him in the house of friends. 

. JVb/ for your sakes ; with Jesus* name, 
You put him to an open shame ; 
And oy your sins, consent again 
To have the dear Redeemer slain. 

JVbiybr your sakes ; 'tis iny free grace 
That grants you pardon, life, and peace ; 
And works a change on all your frame, 
And binds you to adore my name. 

Not for my sake ! — I hail the sound ! 
Let pow'r of grace my pride confound ; 
Salvation is a work divine ; 
Confusion, and the shame, be mine. 

Not for my sake ! — did I but trust 
To weakness, vanity, and dust ; 
I ne^er could reach the heavenly prize, 
Nor hope a mansim in the skies. 

Not for my sake !— vet save and call; 

Let Jesus be my all in all : 

When glory comes, IMl self disown, 

And Grace, free Grace, shall wear the crown. 

P 2 
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Fbamm Ci7. ' Praise ye the Lord, gire flianks antd 
llie l4Nrd« for he is good, and his mercy endoreth for erer.* 

FsALM cri. * Remember me, O Lord, witii the fiivoar 
that thoa bearest afito thy people ; O risit me with thy 
aalvatioB : that I may see the good of thy chosen ; that 
I may rei<Hce in die gladness H thy nation ; that I ma^ 
^ory with thine iaheiilance.' 

Era. ii. * At that time, ye were without Christ, 
being aliens firom the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers to the Covenant of promise ; iMving no hope, 
and without God in the world : bat now in Christ Jesos, 
ye who sometimes were^ afar off, are made nigh by the 
blood of his cross.* 

PsAUf z. 17. * Lord, thou hast heard the desire of 
Uie humble ; thou wilt p rep a re their heart ; thou wilt 
cause thine ear to hear ; to judge the fethedess and the 
opfHressed, that the men of the earth may no more op- 
press.' 

Devt. viii. * Thou shalt remember all the way that 
the Lord thy God led thee these forty years in the wilder- 
ness, to humble thee, to proTe thee, to know what was 
in thy heart : whether thou wouldest keep his command- 
ments or no« And he humbled thee, aiMi suffered thee 
to hunger, and fed thee with manna whidi thou knewest 
not, neither did your fathers know, that he might make' 
thee know that man doth not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedetb out of the mouth of the 
Lord, doth man live — ^Thy raiment waxed not old upon 
thee, neither did thy foot sweU these forty years.' 

' Thou shalt also consider in thine heart, that as a man 
chasteneth his son, so the Lord thy God chasteneth thee. 
Therefore thoa shalt keep the commandments of the 
Lord thy God, to walk in his ways and to fear him.' 

Thou, God, seest me. 

Eph. i. ' Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ, according as he 
hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world; 
th%t ire should be holy and without blame before him in 
love : havmg predestinated us to the adoption of sons, 

' Jesus Chnst to himielff according to the good pleasure 
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of his will, to the praise of the glory of his grac6, Where- 
in he hath made us accepted in the BelbTed ; * in whoo^ 
we have redemption throu^ his hlood, the forgirenes* 
of sins according to the riches of hils grace, wherein h6 
hath abounded towards us in aU wisdom and prudence : 
having made known unto us the mystery of his will ac- 
cording to his good pleasuire Which he purposed in him- 
self, that in the dbpensatibn of the fulness of time, h6 
might gather together in one ail things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven, and which are on earth, eren in 
him, in whom also we have obtained an inheritance, be- 
ing predestinated according to the purpose of him who 
worketh all things s^er the counsel of his own will, that 
We should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted 
in Christ.' 

Chapter ii. and i^. ' God, who is rich in mercy, for his 
great love wherewith he loved us : even when we were 
dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ. 
(By Grace ye are saved,) and hath raised us up together, 
and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus, that in the ages to come, be might show the ex^ 
ceeding riches of his Grace, in his kindness towards us 
through Christ Jesus : for by Grace are ye saved, through 
faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God : 
not of Works, lest any man should boast ; for we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained, that we should Walk in 
them. Now therefore, ye Gentiles are no more strangers 
and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the Saints, and 
of the household of God, and are built upon the foun- 
dation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner stone : in whom all the building, 
fitly framed together, groweth into an holy temple in the 
Lord : in whom ye also are builded together for an ha- 
bitation of God through the Spirit.' Chapter iii. * I 
Paul bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven and earth 
is named, that he would grant you according to the riches 
of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit 
in the inner man : that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
hj faith ; that ye being rooted and grounded iiv lQ^<i.>» 
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may be able to comprehend with all Saints, what is the 
breadth, and length, and height, and depth, and to know 
the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that je 
might be filled with all the fulness of God. Now unto 
him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above aU 
that we can ask or think according to the power that 
worketh in us : unto him be glory in the church by Jesus 
Christ, throughout all ages, world without end.** Amen. 

Chapter iv. * I therefore the prisoner of the Lord, 
beseech you, that ye walk worthy of the vocation where- 
with ye are called ; with all lowliness and meekness, 
with long-suffering, forbearing one another in love, en- 
deavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. There is one body and one Spirit, even as ye 
are called in one hope of your calling : One Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Fa^j^er of all, who is 
above all, and through all, and in you all. But unto 
every one of us is given Grace according to the measure 
of the gifl of Christ. That we may grow up into him 
in all things which is the head, even Christ : From whom 
the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by 
that which every joint supplieth, — (Ministers and people 
in the use of all appointed means,) — according to the ef- 
fectual working in the measure of every part, maketh 
increase of the body to ttie edifying of itself in love.' 

John xv. ' I am the vine, ye are the branches ; he 
that abideth in me and I in him, the same bringeth forth 
much fruit, for without me ye can do nothing.' 

Exodus xvi. ' And Moses said, The Lord heareth 
your murmurings that ye UiUrmur against him ; and what 
are we ? your murmurings are not against us, but against 
the Lord. And Moses said, This is the bread which the 
Lord giveth you to eat. And the children of Israel did 
eat manna until they came unto the borders of the land 
of Canaan.' 

John vi. * I am the living bread which came down 
from heaven : if any man eat of this bread, he shall 
live for ever : and the bread that I shall give is my fleshy 
which I will give for the life of the world. He that eat- 
eth my fiesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me., 
and 1 in him. The words which I speak unto you, they 
ure Spirit, and they are life.' 
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1 Cor. 1. ' For of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who 
of God is made tinto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption.^ 

Heb. iy. * Seeing then that we have a great High 
Priest who is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of 
God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have not 
a High Priest who cannot be touched with the feeling of 
our infiroBties ; but was in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin. Let us, therefore, cbme boldly to 
the throne of Grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 
Grace to help in time of need.' Chapter viii. ' For this 
is the Covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
afler those days, saith the Lord. I will put my laws in- 
to their mind, and write them on their hearts, and I will 
be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people ; and 
they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and eve- 
ry man his brother, saying. Know the Lord, for all shall 
know me, from the least to the greatest ; for I will be 
merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their 
iniquities will I remember no more. In that he saith, a 
new Covenant, he hath made the first old : now that 
which decayath, and waxeth old, is ready to vanish away.' 

1 John v. ' This is the record, that God has given to 
us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath 
the Son hath life, and he that hath not the Son, hath not 
life. Thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift.' 

Psalm Ixii. •< Truly my soul waiteth upon God ; from 
him Cometh my salvation ; he is my defence, I shall not 
be greatly moved. My soul, wait thou only upon God^ 
my expectation is from him ; he only is my rock and my 
salvation ; he is my defence, I shall not be moved. In 
God is my salvation and my glory : the rock of mj 
strength, and my refuse is in God.' 
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REST. 

Genesis ii. ' Thus &ie hearens and the earth were 
finished, and on the serenth day God ended his work 
which he had made, and he rested the seventh day from 
all his work which he had made ; and God blessed the 
seventh day, aad sanctified it, because that in it he had 
rested from all his work that he had created and made.* 

Exodus xvi. *And Moses said, To-morrow is the rest 
of the holy Sabbath unto the Lord, So the people rest- 
ed on the seventh day.' 

Luke xxiii. * And the women followed ailer, and be- 
held the sepulchre, and how his body wa;slaid, and they 
returned, and prepared spices and ointments, and rested 
the Sabbath day according to the commandment.' 

Christ rested in the tdmb of Joseph the last Sabbath 
under the law : but the evening and the morning were 
the first day. On that morning he closed his ^ork of 
humiliation, manifested his victory over death, the curse' 
denounced, by rising from the tomb, and rested on the 
first day of the week from all his humiliation work ; his 
death, burial, and rest in the grave on the seventh day^ 
being the last part of that work. 



[A nntnber of hytam suited to the preceding exerdses, inaeiled in the 
fint edition, ape novir omitted, as they wer6 s^ectioag from Tarious Au- 
thors- **'^'^ nrobablj well known tosJl pious readers.] 
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The three folloimng Poems were not found tiU after Mrt* 
Graham^t Funeral Sermon wa^ preached. 



JORDAN. 

Joshua chap. i. 11. and chap. iit. Psatm xxiiu 4. Ixsiii. 24. 

THE solemn hoar, m^ soal, draws near, 
The holy Ark and Priests appear ; 
They forwavd move to Jordan'i flood, 
The ^pe, thou knowest, thy Cov'nant Ood. 

The signal too, to thee is known. 
Obey, remove, and follow on ; 
The Ark of the Cov'nant is thy ^ide. 
Shrink not, bat Skce the rolling tide. 

The waves toss hi^h their foaming heads, 
Bnt canst thou pemh? Jesus leads, 
This way before Ine^er did pass, 
Bat Jesas, thy forerunner, has* 

When all its banks it overflowed, 
AH nature wrapt in midnight cloud; 
While darkness had its hour and power, 
And all God^s billows passM him o*e^ 

Thb waves for him, must not divide. 
Deep calls to deep on every side ; 
Aroand his bead the surges roll, 
C'erwhelming ev'n his very souL 

He substituted in my stead, 
The curse for sin laid (w his head ; 
The iaw^s demands came like a flood, 
Sinner or surety must give blood. 

*TilI jot and titde had been paid, 
Atonement due for sin been made. 
No way for him, no ray of grace : 
Justice ev*n hid his Father's face. 

FrcHn brim to bottom he drank up. 
Of wrath, that deep mysterious cup; 
This Jordan jpassM, then rose on nigh, 
And captive fed captivi^. 

Justice now fully satisfied. 
The law now honour'd, magnified; 
At God's right band he takes his placet 
Executor of Cov'nant Grace. 
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Crowned by Jehovah's firm decree. 
With cmiTenal 8oy*reigaty ; 
All nature owns his powerful swaj. 
He speaks, the elements obey. 

The emblem, :dken thou maj'st parsoe. 
For Mife to thee this Jordan throc^ ; 
ThB priests bat touch the wate^ space. 
When lo ! the floods desert their place. 

Thej gather up upon an heap. 
Leave diy the channel of the deep; 
The ark and priests there take their standf 
And beckon mee to leave the land. 

I come, mj best belovM, J come ; 
Now lead me to our Father's home ; 
On thv dear person fix mine eje, 
And &ith finn footing shall supply. 

I fear no ill while thou art near, 
But let th^ voice salute my ear ; 
Should spirits faint, and *scape Uie sigh, 
With these sweet words, ** Fear not, Uis I.**' 

With courage fresh my soul shall tread. 
On faidi's finn ground where thou dost lead ; 
While still i4>on thy gracious face, 
My steady eye maintains its place. 

And now, my Joshua, choose, and lay, 
The stones in Jordan's middle way ; 
Let them o'ertop the flowii^ wa?e 
Memorial of thy power to'save. 

For ODce a suit I did prefer. 
With feeble hope, ana trembling fear : 
That I might have a Pisgah view. 
In Jordan's swells of Canaan new. 

O then, thy glory let me see. 
Then cause thy face to shine on me ; 
And tune my heart, apd tune my voice. 
And lai^uage furnish to rejoice : 

That all around may lend their tongue. 
And sweetly join m v dying song ; 
And Newton sav'd by grace like me. 
We'll sing of sov'raign g^race with thee. 

NEWTON.* 

" Let us love, and sing, and wonder, z 

Let us praise the Saviour's name : 
He has hush'd the law's loud thunder, 
He has quench'd Tvlonnt Sinai's flame. 
He has wash'd us in his blood, 
He has brought us nigh to God. 

* It is remarkable that this h^n was selected by Dr. Mason, and sung 
after Mrs. Graham's Funeral Sermon. 
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" Let us lore the Lord who boi^ht ue, 

Pitied uti when eoemies ; 
Call'd us by his grace, and taug^ht us ; 
Gave us ears, and gave us eves : 
He has wash*d us in his blood, 
He presents our souls to God. 

" Let us sing, ibo' strong temptation 

Threaten hard to bear us down : 
For the Lord, our strong salvation, 
Holds in view the Conqu*ror^8 crown. 
He who wash'd us in his blood, 
Soon shall bring us home to God. 

^* Let us wonder, grace and justice 

Join and point to mercy*s store ; 
When through grace in Christ our trust is, 
Justice smiles, and asks no more. 
He who washed us in his blood. 
Has securM our way to God. 

" Let us praise, and join the chorus, 

Of the Saints eiitlironM on high ; 
Here they trusted him before us. 
Now their praises fill the sky. 
Thou hast washM us in thy Uood, 
Thou art worthy, Lamb of God. 

*^ Hark, the name of Jesus sounded, 

Loud from golden -harps above; 
On that Rock our hopes are founded : 
Sovereign g^ace and sov'reign love. 
We shall conquer through his blood. 
Kings and Priests be made to God.** 



HEAVEN. 

To be where thou, my Saviour, art. 
To see, and be conformM to thee : 

Perfect in holiness this heart, 
This — thiSf is heaven itself to me. 

To see thee in thy glory, Lord ! 

Thy Father's ^lory and thy own ! 
Th* Eternal, the incarnate Word, 

AdorM upon his Father's throne. 

To see as seen, to know as known. 
My Saviour in my flesh and blood I 

To be made hke him, with him one, 
I in him, and he in God. 

The holy, holy, holy, One, 
Who was, and is, and is to come, 

The earth his footstool. Heaven his throne, 
The Church his bride, he her bridegroom. 

Angels, and Elders, earth and heaven. 
Are summoned to unseal the book, 

But silent all, no answer giv'n, 
fione worthy finmd therein to look. 
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ilat Jadah'ri Hon, David*! ion. 
And David*s root, the ereat I AM, 

Appears in midst his Father's throne, 
As slain for sacrifice, the Lamb. 

He takes the book ! he can unseal ! 

He wortttjr is, and he has power, 
God*s secret counsels to reveal. 

And to fulfil each iu its hour. 

Elders and living creatures (all. 
In prostrate worship *fore his throne^ 

Each fiimii^*d witfi a golden vial, 
And harps of gold to a new song. 

Kew odours to the throne ascend ! 

In accents new their praises soar. 
Angels with powers intent attend. 

And as they learn, bow and adbre. 

And shall I join that prostrate throng. 
In love's ecstatic heav*n-taught lajs. 

With powers emended, that new son^, 
Hjmn to the Lamb's exalted praise : 

Worthy art thoa to take the book. 
And loose the seals, and read therein, 

God's holy mysteries to unlock. 
Worthy art thou, for thou wast slain. 

Thoa hast redeem'd us with thy blood, 
From every nation, tongue and kni, 

And made us Kings and rnesU to God, 
And we on earu with thee shall reign. 

Mynadi of angels stand around. 
Their voices raise with loud acclaim, 

Address themselves to this new song. 
Ascribing glory to the Lamb. 

Worthy the Lamb that once was slain^ 

Pbwer and glory to receive, 
Sinners resound the loud Amen ! 

For he has died, our souls to save I 

Ffom heav^, earth, sea, burst forth the sound 
Of blessing, honour, glory, power I 

To him that sitteth on &e throne, 
And to the Lamb for eVermore ! 

The elders worship falling down. 

The living creattirea cry. Amen, 
Thveefold the scmg, the substance one, 

God and the Lamb, theme without end. 
In all these myriads is there one. 

Who had <mi earth sa much foigiven ; 
And shall I reach their behest tone 

Of love to Jesus ? This is Heaven ! 1 1 



And when this breast to heave shall cesse. 
And beafft, and hmgs are huah'd to peace. 
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Sonne friendly hand the eye-lids close,* 
And leave the clay to short repose ^ 

*Till on your knees be thanks exprest,* 
According^ as the Lord has blest; 
This tongue, then mate, can noir foretell, 
Jesus shfldl have done all thii^ welL 

Should Sov'reign wisdom will itsOi 
That I in secret with him eo. 
Then he himself will stand me by, 
And ev'ry needful aid supply. 

Upon his dear, his faithful breast, 
mj heart, and head, shall safely rest; 
The fluttering pulse and bursting sirh. 
He'll looth with " Fear not, it is I." 

Into his hands my spirit Pll breathe. 
Inhaling life, from him in death : 
Though none should see, faith can foretell. 
My Jesus shall do all things well. 

But circumstance of ev'ry sort, 
May be ima^nation's^port ; 
Nought can to faith safe food afford, 
But what is found in God's own word. 

In Christ, who is th* essential word. 
The word inspir'd, that Word's record. 
Here faith may roam and feed secure, 
For ev'iy promise here is sure. 

Tho' he deny my half-form'd pray'e. 
Well may I cast on Him my care. 
All things are mine, or life, or death, 
I his, he God's, Himself thus saith. 

Should he in Jordan's topmost wave 
Me plcnee, I'll grace sufficient havet 
Pass safely thro' the foaming deep, 
As if the flood stood heap on heap. 

To leave for me that channel dry, 
Which pleas'd imagination's eve ; 
Then let my will be sunk in tninq. 
It is enough, thyself art mine. 

Be this, my only wish beside. 
That God's great name be glorified^ 
What me concerns fiuth can fpretell, 
My Jesus shall do all things welL 

The folloTsnng Poems were found among w&me old pa* 
perSy and are supposed to be original — -they.wer^ written in 
the Island of Antigua shortly after Doctor Graham's death* 

PART I. 

Hail ! thmi state of widowhood, 
SCeite of those that mourn to Godj 

* These circumstances 4ook place, as here described, aUboiil^ •or- 
riving fiiends had not then any knowledge of this poem. 
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Who fran all our comforts torn, 
OdI/ live to pray and mouni. 

Meanest of the nomber, I 
For ray dear companicm sigh, 
Patiently my loss deplore, 
Moam for one, that mourns no more. 

Me my consort hath outrun. 
Out of sight he quite is gone ; 
He his course has finish*d here» 
First come to the sepulchre. 

Following on with earnest haste, 
'Till my mourning days are past, 
I my partner's steps pursue, 
I shall soon be happy too ; 

Find the ease for which I pant, 
Gain the only good I want ; 
Quietly lay down my head, 
Sinic into my eartlily hed* 

There my flesh sliall rest in hope, 
*X»U the quickenM dust mount up ; 
When to glorious life I'll rise. 
To meet m^ husband in the skies. 

PART II. 

Happy they who trust in Jesus, 
Jesus turns our loss to gain ; 

Still his balmy mercies ease us, 
Sweeten all our grief and pain. 

When he calls our friends t' inherit 
AH the glories of the blest ; 

He assures the widow'd spirit, 
** Thou shalt quickly be at rest" 

Tho* my flesh and spirit languish. 
Let me not too much complain ; 

Sure at last t' outlive niy an^sh ; 
Sure to find my friend agauL 

Ransom'd from a world of sorrow, 
He to-day is taken home ; 

I shall be released to-morrow ; 
Come, my dear Redeemer, come. 

From my sanctified distresses, 
Now, or when thou wilt, receive. 

Grant with him in thine embraces, 
After aU jny deaths, to live. 

PART III. 
Hail! hol^, holv, holy Lord ! 

Mysterious three in one ; 
Fpr ever be thy name ador'd, 

Thy will for ever done. 

For this alone on earth I wait, 

To glorify my God ; 
And toffer »ince thou wilPit the state 

Of sacied widowhood. 
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An3 nttLj I in ihy strength fulfil 

My awful character ; 
And prore thine acceptable will, 

And do thy pleasure here. 

The children unto thee restore. 
Whom thou to me hast giv'n, 

ACj^ rule my house with aU mr povrV^ 
And train them up for hear'n. 

Be this my hospitable care. 

The stranger to receive ; 
The burden of thy Church to beari 

And all their wants reUere. 

My labour of unweaned lova 

with pleasure to repeat; 
My &ith unto thy saints to prore» 

And gladly wash their feet 

» 

The senrant of thy servants bless. 

With active earnest zeal ; 
And every work of nghteousneiB 

I shall with joy fulnL 



'Wond'rin|^, I ask, where is the breast; 

Strug^lmg so late, and rack*d with paiq, 
The eves that upward look'd for rest. 

Ana dropt their weary lids again? 

The recent honors still appear; 

O may they never cease to awe ! 
Still is me kin^ of terrors near, 

"Whom late m all his pomp I saw. 

Torture and sin prepar'd his way. 
And pointed to a yawning tcnnb : 

Darkness behind eclipsed the day. 
And checked his forward hope» of homa. 

'Twas not the searching pain within. 
That fiird the coward desh with fear; 

Nor consciousness of outward sin. 
Nor sense of dissolution neiar. 

Of hope he felt no joyilil ground, 
The fruit of righteousness alone; 

Naked of Christ nis soul he found. 
And started from a God unknown. 

His feeble flesh refusM to bear 

Its strong redoubled ironies ; 
When mercy heard his feeble prayery 

And saw him faintly gasp for ease. 

** Father! if I may call thee mine. 
From heav*n and thee remov*d so ^r. 

Draw near,— thy: pitying eye incline. 
And cast not out my languid prayer. 

Q 2 
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" How ihaU I lift my gnilty ms, 
Or dare appear before thv face, 

Whea deaf to mercy's loQcTest criei, 
I long have wearied oat thy grace ? 

" Loot*d from my God, and far remoT*d, 
Long have I wander*d to and fro ) 

O'er earth in endleM circlet rov'd, 
And aoaght a place of rest below. 

«( In darkness willingly I stray'd, 
I sooeht thee, yet from thee I rovM; 

For wide my wandering thoughts were spread} 
Thy creatnres more than wee I lov'd. 

" Corrupt my will, nor half subduM ; 

Can I tlnr purer presence bear? 
I7n^ang*d[, unhallowed, unrenew*d, 

Dare I before thy face appear f 

<( Father of mercies ! hear my call. 

Ere yet arrive the fatal hour; 
Repair my loss, retrieve my fall, 

And raise me by thy quick*oing power* 

** My nature re-exchange for thine. 
Be thou my life, my hope, my gain ; 

Clothe roe with righteousness divine, 
And death shall shake his dart in vain. 

*' When I thy prQini8*d Christ have seen, 
And clasp*d him in my soul's embrace ; 

PoesessM or ray salvation then. 
Then let me. Lord, depart in peace. 

« I nothing have, wherein to trust, 

I nothin|^ have, I nothing am ; 
Excluded is my ev'iy boas^ 

My gloiy swallow'd up in shame* 

" Guiltjr I stand before thy face, 

I feel on me thy wrath abide ; 
'Tis just, thd sentence should take place, 

*Ti8 just, but, Ob ! thy Son has died! 

'* Jesus, the Lamb of God, bath bled, 
He bare our sins upon the tree \ 

Beneath our curse, he bow'd his head, 
•Tis finished ! he hath died for me ! 

" Lo! now before the throne he stands, 
And pours the all prevailing prayer ; 

Points to his side, and lifts his hands, 
And showsthat I am graven there. 

** He ever lives for me to pray; 

He prays that I, with him, may reign | 
Attien, to what my Lord doUi say; 

Jesus, thou canst not pray in vain. 

** A stranger long to thee, and rest; 

Behold the prMigal is come; 
! open wide thine arms and breait. 

And take the weary wanderer home! 
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** draw me. Saviour, aftep tfaee ! 

So «li^l I run, and never dre ; 
With mcious word9 still comfort me t 

Mj life, my hope, my sole d»nre ! 

" Fain Would I leave this earth beloW) 
Of pain, and sin, the dark abode ; 

Where shadonvy joy, or solid wo. 
Allure, or tear me from my God. 

'* Whither should now my soul anare, 
But heavenward, to my Saviours breast; 

Wafted on wings of warm desire, 
To gain her everlasting rest ? 

" Where thou, and only thou, art love ; 

Far from the world's insidious art; 
Beyond the nage of fiends remov'd, 

And safe from my deoeitfiil heart 

<* There let me rest, and sin no more : 
Come quickly. Lord, and end the strife ; 

Hasten my last, my mwtal hour. 
Swallow me up in endless life. 

" Thankful I take the cup from thee, 
Pk^par'd, and mingled by thy skill ; 

Tho' bitter to the taste it be, 
Pow'rful the wounded soul to heal. 

" When pains o*er my weak flesh prevail, 
With lamb-like patience, arm my breast; 

If fear my wounded soul assail, 
O cheer me by thy promised rest ! 

<* Speak to my fears, and doubtings, peaces 
Say to my trembling heart, be still ; 

Thy power, my strength and fortress is. 
Along the dark and dreary vale. 

" Tis done ; life's struggle now is o'er, 

Close to my Saviour now I cling ; 
He saves me by redeeming power. 
Disarms the monster of bis sting : 
The Saviour's kind, he takes me home ; 
Amen I sweet Jesus, come. Lord, come !" 

Peace, fluttering soul ! the storm is o'er, 

Ended at last the doubtful strife ; 
He flies to heav'n, returns no more ; 

A widow thou, no more a wife. 



And wilt thou yet be found. 
And may I still draw near ? 

Then listen to the plaintive sound 
Of a poor sinner's prayer. 

Jesus ! thine aid afibrd, 
If still the same thou art : 

To thee I look, to ^ee, my Lordf 
lift up an helpless heart 
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Thoa aee*st m^ tortar'd brMtt, 
The stniKglii^ of mj will. 

The g^ft ^t interropt mj rest, 
The agoniea I fisel. 

The dailj death! prove. 
Saviour ! to thee is knovrn, 

'Tit worse than death, mj God to lori»» 
And not my God alooe. 

Imnioderate sorrow chide. 

Who only canst control ; 
Canst turn the streain of nature's tide. 

And cahn my troabled sooL 

my much injur'd Lord ! 
Restore my mward peace ; 

1 know, thou canst pronoonce die word, 
And bid the tempest cease. 

When shall thy love constrain. 
And force me to thy breast? 

When shall my soul return a^ain 
To her etexnal rest ? 

Thy condescending grace. 

To me did freely move ; 
It calls me still to seek thy face, 

And stoops to ask my love. 

Ah ! what avails mv strife. 
Distraction, ^ef, and wo ; 

Thoa hast the words of endless life, 
To thee then let me go. 

Lord ! at thy feet I fall, 

I groan to be set free ; 
I fain would now obey thy call, 

And give up all for thee. 

To rescue me from wo, 
Thou did*8t with all things part; 

Did*8t lead a life of f rief below, 
To gain my worthless heart 

Myworthless heart to gain, 
The God of all that breathe, 

Was found in fashion as a man. 
And died a cursed death. 

Take then, O Saviour, take. 

And keep me ever thine ; 
Tho* late, I all for tiiee forsake. 

And more than life resign. 

Oome and possess me whole, 

Nor hence again remove; 
Settle and fix my waverins^ Soul, 

With all thy weight of lore. 

My one desire be this. 

Thy only love to know. 
To seek, and taste no other bliss» 

No other good below. 
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Myjife, nnr portion, dioa, 

Thoa alt-fofficieat art; 
My hope, mjr faeav'aljr treasure, now 

Enter and keep my heart 

Rather than let it bum 

For earth, O qaench its heat ; 
And when it wwud to earth retnniy 

O let it ceaae to beat 

Snatch me from ill to come, 
When I from thee would fl j ; 

O take my wand'ring spirit home, 
And grant me then to die. 

Sinkmg nnderaeath my load, 

Daikly feeling after thee ; 
Let me ask, " my God, my God, ' 

Why hast thou forsaken me ?** 



Wh 
Lo 



hy, O why, am I forgot ? 
ira, I seek, but find mee not 



Still I ask, nor yet receive, 

Knock at the unopenM door; 
Still I struggle to believe, 
Hope, &o* urgM to hope no more. 
Bearing, what I cannot bear, 
Yielding, fighting, with despair. 

Hear in mercy my complaint. 

Hear, and hasten to ray aid i 
Help, or utterly I faint ; 
Fails the spirit thou hast made t 
Still, I at thy footstool keep. 
Pray and hope, despair and weep. 

Struggling in temptation^s snare, 

LoT I ever look to thee ; 
Tempted more than I can bear ? 
No, my soul, it cannot be: 
True and faithful is his word. 
And diy sure support, the Lord. 

Come then, O my Saviour, ccnne, 

God of tnith, no longer stay, 
God of love, dispel the ^locm, 
Point me out tne pronusM way ; 
Let me from the trial fly. 
Sink into thine arms, and die. 

Waft me to that happy shore. 

Port of ease, ana end of care ; 
All my storms shall there be o*er. 
Grief shall never reach me there ; 
Surely of my God possest, 
Safe m my Redeemer's breast 

Rise, my soul, the dawn appears 

Of that eternal dqiy ; 
Quit, in hqpe, the vale of tears ; 

And mount, and soar away : 
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Dartioff thro* thii lower tpiiMie, 
Quick u a aen.^phic flame t 

Rise the marriaee feast tp thaiea 
Of Moien and the Lamb. 

In thy wedding |;arb of lore, 

Bj heaWnly pity di«at ; 
I ihall foon sit down abore. 

At the cdestial feast : 

To mjr elder brother join*d, 
I shall tfiera my partner see $ 

In the arms of Jesos find 
The soul that twin*d with ma. 

There we shall with transport meet. 
And see oar Saviour's face : 

Moses, Jesus* song repeat. 
In ecstacj of praise. 

Bri^t as his, our bodies,are. 
Like the bead, the membeii liahei 

All our open foreheads bear 
The glorious stamp divine. 

^ith the high, and lofty One, 
We dwell in bliss supreme ; 

Share the pleasures of his throne, 
And taste the crystal stream ; 

Banquet on angelic food. 

Father, Son, and Spirit know ; 

Drink the joys that flow froiii Gcil^ 
And shall for ever flow. 



A FRAGMENT. 

IMGxt wi& the eaardian angels, bend 
The heirs of rlorious grace ; 

And still, like mem, to heaven ascend, 
And still behold thy face. 

Harojr, might I the grace receive, 
Which thy true widows share ; 

With God in close communioa live 
A life of faith and prayer. 

In thee, my only friend, confide, 

Delightfully alone; 
And desolate with thee abide, 

*Till all my course be run. 

Surelpr, I now rely on thee, 

Within thine arms I am ; 
And trust, the glorious fece to see 

Of my triumphant Lamb. 

I know the prayer of faith is heard, 

I feel the answer given ; 
And haste, by holiness prepared, 

To meet my Lord in neaven. 



LETTER 

TO 

MRS. GRANDIDIER. 



St. Johns, Antigua, 1775, 

MY DEAR MRS. G , 

THE long and steady friendship which has sub-^ 
sisted between us, in sickness and in health, in prospe- 
rity and adversity, ever the same without change or di- 
minution, leaves me. no room to doubt, that it will ex- 
tend to my little family, and that you will be as ready, 
to the utmost of your power, to befriend them, as jepu 
have been the dear father already gone, and your friend, 
who is, perhaps, about to follow. 

If it should please God to take me away in my ap- 
proaching confinement, J leave you and Capt. G. full 
power to do with and dispose of every thing in this 
house, and belonging to me in this Island, as you shall 
think most for the advantage of my little family. You 
know my extreme tenderness for their dear father made 
me unable to part with any of his clothes, but these can 
be of no consequence to me when I shall again have 
joined him for whose sake I kept them ; you may there- 
fore dispose of them, and also of my own, if you think 
what they will fetch will be of more service to the chil- 
dren. But 1 do not choose to lea^e any particular di- 
rections about my trifling effects ; you will consult with 
other friends ; and I know, I am certain, you will act 
for them to the best of your judgment. It is a great re- 
lief to my mind that I have such steady and tried friends 
to leave the charge of them upon. Miss G — B. has 
promised to take J — , and it is my desire that the others, 
and the infant yet unborn, if it survive, be sent to my 
father, where 1 will leave them to be disposed of, and 
provided for by that God who has fed me all my life ; 
by their heavenly Father, who has commanded me to 
leave my fatherless children upon him)\]tia\.\i^ y)*^Y^^< 
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■eire them alive, and whose promise I have, that he 
will never leave them nor forsake them. 

Mr. Reid will not be less kind to the offspring of .his 
friend, when they have lost, than when they were un- 
der a mother's protection. May the blessing of the 
widow and the.fatherless follow him wherever he goes, 
and may God recompense him a thousand fold in bless- 
ihgjB spiritual and temporal. Let Diana* be sent with 
my children ; if there be an infant, you know a nurse 
must be found for it, whatever it cost. As for Susan,* 
I am at a loss what to do with her, my heart tells me I 
have no right to entail slavery upon her and her off* 
spring ; I know I shall be blamed, but I am about to be 
called to account by a higher power than any in this 
world, for my conduct, and I dare not allow her to be 
sol^. I therefore leave it to herself either to remain 
here, or if it be her desire, to accompany the children. 
I beg Mr. Reid will be kind enough to allow her a pas- 
B9gl& with the rest. 

And now, my dear friend, as the greatest happiness 
I can wish you, may that God whom I have chosen as 
my own portion, be yours also ; may he by 'his out- 
ward providence and by the inward operations of his 
Spirit on your heart lead you to himself and convince 
you of the truth. But O ! my dear friend, shut not 
your eyes and ears against conviction : you are not sa- 
tisfied Uiat the Bible is indeed the word of God. Is it 
not worth inquiring into ? What would you think of a 
man who had a large fortune, and the whole depending 
on proving some certain facts, and yet would not be at 
the pains to inform himself? Are the interests of. this 
world of. such importance, which, in a few fleeting years 
we must leave, and have for ever done with ? and our 
final state in the next, which is to fix us in happiness or 
misery through the endless days of eternity, not worth a 
thought ! Think then, and seriously ask what if it be so ? 
TVhat if this be indeed the word of God given by inspi- 
ration as is said, for the rule of both our faith and man- 
ners, and by that we are to be judged ; that this same 
Ood, who so kindly reveals his will to men, has with it 

* The tvro Indian (ItIs meiildQii«d ia the life of Mrs. Graham. 
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l^ven the cleatest evidences and strongest proofs that it 
18 his own word. Think, I say, my dear friend, if it 
should be so, what they deserve, who either reject or 
neglect it without taking the trouble to inform them- 
selves, or be convinced that it either is or is not of di- 
vine authority! How many great, learned, and wise 
men, have sifled these evidences with the greatest care, 
and the deeper they entered into the search, the more 
cl6ar they appeared ; yea, even those whose lives are 
entirely contrary to it, and whose interest it is to wish 
it fake, cannot deny. As to the various explanations of 
it—it is every one's duty to read for himself, and al- 
though there may be some parts of it too deep for every 
capacity, and which may perhaps require a knowledge 
of the history of the times to understand, yet the simple 
truths of the gospel, virhat we are to believe concerning 
God, and what duties he requires of us, and what he 
forbids, are equally plain and easy. If we can only once 
be satisfied, that it is indeed the word of God, set our* 
selves to study it with, an unprejudiced mind, with a 
sincere desire to know the truth, and be led by it, with 
earnest prayer, that the same spirit which inspired the 
writers, would make it plain to our hearts and under- 
standings, that God himself would teach us its true 
meaning, and save us from error : such a one, I will 
venture to say, will be taught all necessary knowl^edge, 
will be led in the way to eternal life, and not suffered to 
err : we have God's promise that it shall be so. * If any 
man will do my will be sfaaHl know of the doctriuje whe« 
theritbe ofGod.' 

Forgive me, my dear friend ; the subject appears to 
me so important, that I know not how to have done. I 
love you with a true and sincere friendship : I love your 
soul, and am deeply interested in its eternal happines^. 
Once more I commit you to that Qod, who only can lead 
you to himself, and to true happiness, and that you may 
know the truth of this from deep experience, to th^ 
eternal joy, peace and safety of your immortal soul, is; 
. the last prayer of your affectionate friend, who hopes to 
meet and rejoice with you in our Redeemer's kingdom. 

ISABELLA GRAHAM. 
R 



EXTRACTS 

. OF 

LETTERS TO P— 

Ckiefy wriUm whm $he mas in affliction, 

Fehntary 10, 1797. 

St ETEIC 1>EAR FRIEND, 

The desire of writiog jon a long letter has occasioneid 
a ahamefol delay on my part. One thing I can assure 
you of, yoa have been much oo my mind, smd the sub* 
ject of all our prayers. 

Tears of joy ran down my cheeks, when J told 

aie the state of your mind, and I thank our good and 
gfttcious God for opening your eyes to see the emptiness ^ 
the Tanity of this world, tiie corruption of your own heart, 
your need of the atoning blood, and a better righteousness 
^lan your own. Hail, my sister in Jesus! flesh and 
blood hath not tair^t you this, but your Father who is in 
hearen ; the worit is his^eTidlently his ; and being begun^ 
he will carry it on, and finish it too. Commit your soul 
then into his hand ; he * came not to cM the righteous, 
Vol sinners to repentance ;* his errand to our world wa» 
to seek and to save the lost, Trusth^ in his mercy, 
through Christ, your soul is as safe as his word is true, 
Ihf qohe perish that trust in him. * Tnist in the Lord 
with all thine heart, and lean not to thine own under- 
standing ;' be not discouraged, because of deadness, 
darkness, wandering, want of love, want of spirituality, 
want of any kind ; who told you of these evils and wants ? 
the Sun of righteousness shining into your soul has showo 
you many of the evils there, but ^e half you know not 
yet. The more you learn of the hoUness and purity of 
Ae Divine I^ature, and spirituality of his law, the more 
you wttl be dissatisfied with every thing yours. Even a 
holy AposUe said-^ in me (that is, in my flesh or natu- 
ral mind) dwelleth no good thing. The flesh^or natural 
aund lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit a^nst the 
^eshf BO that Sie thingi ^t I would J do not, and the 
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Udogs what I would not diat I do» Vet it is not I» Tnot 
my new nature) but sin th^t dweUelh in me ; for to wul is 
present with me, but how to perform .that which isfpod 
I find not.' 

If this was the case with the Apostle, who sealed his 
itestimony with his life, is it strange that you and I should 
Jiaye hearts full of all abominable things. These realities 
are cause of deep huinility before God, but none of despair 
or doubt ; all are guilty and yile alike, the whole head 
is sick, and the whole heart unsound ; therefore we need 
a whole Christ, to atone for our sin, to corer OTxr naked 
souls with his imputed righteousness, and to be surety 
for us ; to sanctify us by his Spirit, and prepare us for the 
purchased inheritance. O try to rest in him : believe it^ 
you are complete in him ; give over, my dear friend, 
poring and diving into your own heart and frames, and 
try to trust in an almighty Saviour, to save you from foes 
Without and foes within. Head Romaine's walk and life 
of Faith : he himself attained to a high degree of holiness^ 
by getting out of himself, and trusting, resting, believing 
from day to da^y for ^ace,for every duty, as it occurred. 
The promise runs, ' as thy day so shall thy strength be.' 

i cannot at this distance, and knowing nothing of cha- 
ractei^, offer you any advice with respect to outward 
means ; but if you know any truly pious, sjpiritual mi*> 
nister, I should thinkityour duty to lay open your mind 
to him. You may find in books matter as good as any 
^nan living can speak ; but it is the Lord's appointed 
way, and he often honours his servants, his ministers, by 
making them messengers of peace and comfort to hu 
children. < Are any sick^ let them call for the eldelrs of 
the church, and let them pray over (them/ See how 
the Christians of old associated with'one another! 

I am now doubly yours, &e. 



Marchy 1799. 

MT EVER DEAR F&IEND, 

I have just read your letter ; painfbl to you 'to^write, 
yet BQ more so to me, than 'to see a dear &i^nd in the 
pai^ of child-birth, with c;r€ty:symptom of an approach- 
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ing deliverance. The day will ^oon break, and the sha- 
dows flee away ; andHhe dear Sayiour, whom you seek, 
wiHh again comfort his returning prodigal. 

I will do what you desire me, and though I hare^the 
highest opinion^of your young Timothy, I. M. I will pass 
by him in this case, and lay it before one of the aged 
Christians, Dr. R — rs, or Dr. L — h ; at the same time, 
my friend, I am as sure of their answer, as if I were al- 
ready in possession of it. Who told my friend, that she 
was blind, and miserable, and wretched, and naked? 
flesh and blood never yet taught proud man or woman 
this lesson. 

My dear friend, there is nothing new, nor strange, in 
all you have told me : there is scarce a heaven-taught 
soul, who hdB made any advances in the spiritual war- 
fare, but could sympathize with you from experience. 
What have you experienced more than the Scriptures 
tell us ? that ' the heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked.' Only the Lord can search it, 6n!y 
he can cleanse it. He takes the prerogative to himself, 
and he calls it his Covenant that he will make with sin- 
ners in gospel times. You may strive and fight, and re* 
solve and vow^all will not do: you li« at hia^Biercv 
for holiness, as well as pardon. He is exalted as a prince 
to give repentance, and he is the authbr and finisher of 
faith. ^He works all our works in us, and without him 
we are not equal to one good thought. We are his 
workmanship, * created anew in Christ Jesus.' My dear 
friend, put the work into his hand, and try to wait in 
hope, hope in every situation ; do more, trust 

You entirely mistake the situation of others ; none of 
us have our heaven here : no, sin dwelleth in us ; the 
very best have their ups and downs. Do you think your 
friend is always on the mount ? very far from it. 1 am 
at times, so cold, so dead, so stupid, that I can neither 
pray, read, nor hear. I have begun the same chapter 
over and over, still trying to fix my thoughts, and as of- 
ten they are off on. every trifle ; but my peace lies where 
yon win soon learn to place yours, in the merits of my 
almighty Saviour ; my safety depends not on my frames, 
but ys promise ; and I am equally safe when tossed and 



rtempted ; dead and lifeless ; emptied of erery good, per^ 
haps btifeted like you with abonmiable thougfatto, tb« 
fierj darts of Satan^ as when baskiog in the sonshiae of 
Ms lore, and tasting what yoa hare tasted: tor yoil 
hare tasted, and jou shall yet taste, the joys of his sal* 
yatidn. I too have proved false to his UoTenant, hanre 
gone off wi^ the world, and been intoxicated with its 
vanities, and empty delights, and have laid up for myieif 
seasons of deep remorse ; my sins have often separateijl 
between my uod and me, especially in my yooBger* 
days ; the Lord iC^Is io watchfulness and diligence in 
the use of means, and he generally honours these ih^ant, 
of his own appointing, with his blessing. Whao .we 
either trust to these means, and fancy merit in them, or 
neglect to use them as his appointment, he generally 
makes us to feel our error, but he does not cast us out 
of his family ; he chastens us, and restores us. 

I write hastily, just to say you have my sjFmpMhy and 
my love ; for well I know, the almighty Lord alone can 
loose your bonds, and give you ' joy and peace in be« 
lieving.' All my advice may be summed up in this*— 
trust in the Lord with all your heart ; at least ami at 
this ; I say aim at it, for this too must be given yo«. 
Roll yourself, your doubts, your fears, your sins, your 
duties, all, all on him ; your deadness, your dryness, all 
On him : say, * Lord, f believe, help my unbeUef.* He 
is an almighty Saviour to deliver sinners from sin as woK 
as from punishment. I leave you on the Father of mer« 
cies, and will, when the Lord enables, pray for you. 

Yours, kc* 



At last, my deer friend, the Lord appears ; appears 
the bible God. * The Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
long-suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, keeping 
mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgression, 
and sin.' 

When was it, that the Lord proclaimed this, and took 
unto himself this name ? Afler Israel, his chosen, had 
been guilty of that awful sin in the wilderness, of making 
the golden calf, and proclaiming, these be thy gods, 
O Israel : David takes it up in the ciii. Psalm, * The 

R2 
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Lord b merciful aod gracious, slow to anger, and plen- 
teous in mercy.' — ^Read on, my dear, then turn to the 
cxxx. ; this God is your God, and has long been your 
God ; his work was upon your heart, though you could 
not discern it. In bonda^ yon have long been, but not 
a wiliing captive ; unbelief kept you in bondage, long, 
long after your eyes were opened to see your bondage ; 
and even to discern, in some feeble measure, your re- 
medy. My dear, the Lord has wise reasons for all you 
have suffered : if not now, you shall in some after-time, 
* know and consider all the way by which he has led 
you, to prove you, to try you, and show you what was 
in your heart, that he might do you good in your latter 
end.' You did not wait patiently for the Lord your 
Crod ; you did not in general say, ' though he slay me, I 
will trust in him' — no ; my fiiend has been a great un- 
believer, yet hath the Lord, the sovereign Lord, < whose 
ways are not as our ways, nor his thoughts as our 
Noughts,' brought you out of < a fearful pit, and out of 
4he miry clay ; set your feet upon a rock, and established 
your goings ; put a new song into your mouth,- even praise 
.unto our God.' Now you sing the zxxiv. Psalm. I do 
rejoice with my friend ; I do bless the Lord wif]i her ; 
let us exalt his name together. It is establishing to my 
own soul. I , have long prayed, and long looked for this : 
I lived in the faith of it ; assured that he who had begun 
the good work would perfect it in his own time. 

I cannot but regret your want of pastoral food ; yet 
ought I to regret any thing ? the Lord himself is your 
Shepherd ; my bible lies on my lap. I had turned to the 
xxxiv. Psalm, to know if it contained what I would point 
out to you ; on finishing the last verse, I unconsciously 
turned my eye on the bible ; the words that met it were 
in the xxxii. Psalm, 8th verse, * I will instruct thee, and 
teach thee in the way that thou shalt go : I will guide thee 
with mine eye.' And so it shall be. Amen, my God, 
amen. Do as thou hast said. 

Perhaps, my friend, by this time your notes are low- 
ered. It has pleased the Lord to give you a strange sight: 
Mary Magdalene, a great sinner at the feet of Jesus, 
pardoned, comforted, and highly honoured in after life. 
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This history, accompanied by the Spirit of God, hat 
consoled, strengthened, and raised np many bowed down 
since that day ; many now aronnd ^e throne, who sing 
of pardoning lore. 

I' now wish to say, hold fast the beginning. oC your 
confidence. Your exercise is that of God's people. To 
rejoice in the Lord at all times is your privilege, loat 
will not be always your attainment. The Lord has done 
great things for you, whereof 1 am glad : but^ my dear 
friend, the warfare is not over you must endure trials 
as others ; engage with * principalities and powers,^ apd 
spiritual wickedness in high places,' and, worst of all, a 
treacherous heart within ; which, for all that it bias seen 
and tasted, is yet corrupt and deceitful : the new life 
which Christ gives to the soul, evidences itself in the 
desires of the heiart and affections. As certainly as the 
new-born babe desires the breast, as certainly, and as 
evidently, does the new-born soul desire union to God^ 
communion with and conformity to him, in heart, life, 
and conversation. This principle is in its own nature 
perfectly pure j but the old nature, the law in the spiritual 
members, is as perfectly corrupt ; ' in my flesh dwelleth 
iio good thing.' 

In the order of God's Covenant, it has not pleased him 
to deliver even believers, all at once, from sinful inclina- 
tions and passions ; he hath provided for their final com- 
plete deliverance, and sin shall not have dominion over 
them even here ; but it is still in them while in the body, 
and a dying body ; and the remains of sin in the soul, 
make the believer's life a warfare, and this world a wil- 
derness ; soul and body are diseased ; both are redeem- 
ed, and provision made for the entire deliverance of 
both ; for the soul at death, for the body at the resurrec- 
tion ; but while in the body, 1 John i. 8, * if any man 
say he has no sin, he deceivieth himself, and the truth is 
not in him.' Look at Paul's experience-— what does he 
say of the believer's state ? a warfare, a fight, a captivity 
for a time : see 1 Timothy vi. xii. 1 Corinthians ii. xxvi. 

I write not thus to dishearten you, but as a friend I 
warn you, lest you fall again into unbelief. Look not 
9vithin for comfort, for consolation, for confidence. Christ 
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it the end of the law for rif^iteoiuiiess ; bla, hloodMihe 
atonemeiit, and joa are completle in him, 1^ grace it 
snffideiit for you, his Btrength shall he perfected in 3rour 
weakness, and yon shall go on. Grieye for sin yea will, 
griere you oii|^ ; hat keep ever in your remeoahrance 
1 Johnii. hv. 11» 

Yoors, &C. 

DeeenAer 22, 1801. 

I DEDICATE the first of xnj^ temporail labours, on retnm* 
ing health, to my dear F-— . Our Fa&er's rod has heen 
npon your friend and her family. I siqipose by this time, 
'trough Miss P-^^, to whomii mentioned ^le circumstance, 
you have heard that it has.fAeased God to remove our 
dear I. S — ; the stroke has been severely felt ; she was 
one of those fascinating' children who lay hold of eveiy 
heart at first sight, and having been long sickly, was be<- 
come a little oUi woman in sense ; pity and compassion 
for her snfferings, alternate hopes and fears for the issue^ 
«dl tended to endear the little Syren, and ti^tenthe cord 
of affection. The stroke afler all came unexpected. 
She had a gentlie passage, and is now a member of that 
kingdom of little children whom Christ pronounced 
blessed. 

I was reading this day some of the first chapters of 
Matthew — John the Baptist made his appearance in the 
wilderness ; he was clothed with skins, his meat was 
locusts and wild honey. When he had delivered his 
message for an appointed time, he was cast into prison 
and then beheaded. Thi3 led my mind to think of aU 
God's favourites, how very few had any comfort oo earth. 

What a trying life Moses had, and Aaron little better ; 
^David, though a king, was a man of deep affliction. Je- 
remiah was cast into a dungeon, and for many days sunk 
deep in mire ^ his whole life, a life of contest. AH 
Christ's Apostles were driven from city to city, often in 
want of the necessaries of life, and all but one were put 
to death for their testimony. 

Jesus himself was a man of sorrows, his visage marred 
With grief. He, even He, was made perfect by suffering, 
^e are apt to think we could have suffered .any thing 
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but this. Of all crosses this is the heaviest for one of my 
temper, strength, and former hahits of life. It may be 
so, and yet exactly that which is calculated to promote 
our best interest. O for faith in the wisdom of God, and 
in the love of God, and for patience to endure unto the 
end i To suffer the will of God, is yet more honourable, 
than to do the will of God in prosperous circumstances. 

Wh«i I was with my friend, she was wont to say, " I 
must just lie at the fountain, I make no progress." My 
dear, I must ever, ever, back to that fountain. I desire 
to be found there at the moment when his word shall com- 
mand my soul into his presence. Every review I take 
t)f my past life, I find more and more to repent of, and 
every day furnishes fresh matter for that exercise. I feel 
like Noah's dove, no rest for the sole of my foot but of 
that ark. I have been blessed with thousands and ten 
thousands of mercies, which have been marked with as 
many milUons of marks of ingratitude. I have back- 
slidden, and been restored times without number, and 
still my heart turns aside like a deceitful bow. Great and 
numerous have been my opportunities of serving my God 
in my day and generation ; but O, woful, woful, has been 
my misimprovement ! Many of my friends think I have 
-do np. wftll ! b ut they see not as God sees ; they see not as 
God has made mysSrio see, and I see not the thousandth 
part of the heinousness and the aggravation of my trans- 
gressions, and yet after all I dare look up. I can be but 
the chief of sinners^ and for such Christ died. He died 
for the ungodly. All without exception are invited to 
take refuge in his atoning sacrifice and meritorious life. 
In an my life, I have not done one single deed that will 
beacl)eing weighed in the balance of the sanctuary. But 
in God's gift, Christ Jesus, I have a complete righteous- 
ness ; here is my whole and 'my sole dependence ; in 
this dependence I dare face my Judge, and no other. 

Here is the same dependence for you, my friend ; and 
although your faith be but a trembling hope, if you have 
ho other, it is a safe hope. I know it is your desire, as it 
is mine, to live to Him who died for us, to be delivered 
from indwelling sin and corruption, and to be conformed 
to the image of our dear Lord. This is done in partxlt 
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will go jpBy and in due time ^hall be peife<;ted ; but it is 
God's way, that the more we advaDce in conformity to 
God's law, the more he enlightens in the nature, extent; 
and spirituali^ of it ; and the more he opens^to view the 
deceitfulness of the heart, so as to keep his children 
humble, and pressing forward. 

I do desire never to be satisfied with myself, but eyec 
to see 80 much of God's law and my own heart, as to reck- 
on myself the chief of sinners and the least of saints ; but 
I desire to be Cull of confidence in Christ : here I cannot 
err, all the promises are free to every one trusting in 
Christ. £tef nal life vis a free gift — comfort, steadfastness, 
and high degreea of sanctification, it hath pleased God to 
make dependent on our faith and diligence in the use of 
means. When I say faith, I mean faith in exercbe, 
watchfulness, prayer, reading, &c. but the gifl of etemid 
life is free, the sole purchase of another ; and when we 
take hold of God's Covenant, he will keep hold of us by 
discipline, if need be. 



January 14, 1800 
Mit dear friend says, '^ that I could have the society 
ef some 1^^, pious Clergyman or Christian, who had 
gone through his warfare.'* O that you could, in the 
Lord's hand! I hope it might" do jwu gwu , j«t^ oner 
all, the Lord himself must loose your bonds ; aye, and he 
will, and also appoint the means. 

^here are two kinds of rest awaiting you, the one in 
this life, the other will not be attained till the mortal shall 
put on imfnortality. When was it that Paiil, the great 
Apostle, could say he had fought the good fight ? not till 
he could also say^ he had finished his course, and was 
ready to be offered up ; till then, he, hke others, had to 
continue the warfare bc^een grace and corruption ; like 
others,- found a law in his raenibers warring against the 
law of his mind, so that the thing that he would, he did 
not, and that which he would not, that he did. Notwith- 
standing, there is a blessed rest attaindble here, rest from 
the fear of wrath and hell ; a rest in Christ as our atone- 
i.*3nt, our surety, our complete righteousness, our title 
to eternal life, and all the grace necessary to fit us for it. 
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This is the work of faith, or rather this is faith itseUl 
The soul estahlished in this, can rest in all possible cir- 
cumstances, it depends not on its frames ; in darkness, 
when it is tossed, tempted, dead, worldly minded, fran-* 
deringi unfit for any duty, conscious of the raging of un- 
hallowed tempers, perhaps of the actual commission of 
tin, though at such times, the warfare between grace and 
corruption is so strong, as to make the Christian ex- 
claim, '* O wretched man that f am, who shall deliver 
me from this body of sin and death ;^ he can still say, 
'* the Lord lives, blessed be my rock ;'' see the xlii. 
and xliii. Psalms. The Christian can still say, my Lord 
and my God ; he is sure the conflict wiH end, and that 
his God will bring good out of it ; he enjoys hope ; he 
fbehi his state as safe as hi the most enlarged frame of 
mind, when he can pray, praise, love, rejoice. This is 
a riddle wluch only Christians can understand, and even 
they require many lessons to comprehend it, many more 
to practise 

Have you Newton's letters ? See his 2d letter in Car- 
diphonia. O try to fix your anchor of hope on that sure 
foundation vHiich God has laid in Zion — Christ himself. 
Trust him to save you from every evil without you, 
and within you. When your own weakness sinks you, 
try io b^ strong in his strength : when guilt disturbs, 
wash, in the open fountain. But hold fast the beginning 
of your confidence unto the end. 

Be comforted, fight on, aim at trusting, and you shall 
in the Lord's time also cease from your own works, and 
rest with more advanced Christians on the faithfulness 
of your own God in Christ. See Hebrews iv. 9, also 
chap. xii. throughout. I finish with chs^. xiii. 20, 21. 
My earnest prayer, and sure hope, foy you my precious 
/riend ! 

JV(wcm5er 28, 1804. 
Mt dear friend's letter is truly in the Pilgrim's style. 
O that slough of despond, to the end of which you have 
not got ! It is haurd for you to believe that your com- 
passionate Redeemer stands by and sees, with power to 
velieve, but does not, and yet loves you better than yoa 
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loTe^yoviself. Alas, poor pilgirim i yet pilgnm you ar9, 
and aball have a pilgrim's portion. The Lord knows all 
yonf troubles and perplexities ; you are bound to believe 
that ' the very hairs of your head are numbered.' Often, 
my dear, think on the suffering life your Redeemer led 
on earth, and all the apostles and prophets. You are no* 
to have your portion in this world ; and you are to be 
tried and purified in the school of a£9iction. Say, would 
you exchange with those who are at ease ? I hope not 

Christun left a jovial company behind him, in the 
Valley of Destruction : but, O the difference in the end f 
and,~my dear friend, the end will soon come. O try to 
cast your soul, your body, your temporal and your spirit- 
ual concerns, your husband, your children, your all^ on 
a God of rich grace. It will soon be over, even at the 
worst. As to your children : it may be in great mercy, 
that the Lord keeps from them the means of being fitted 
for gay life ; sure am I, happiness does not depend on 
any style of living. Ask for them the provision of the 
new Covenant,, and that lot in life which God sees most 
to their eternal interest. 

Gladly would I spend part of the winter with you ; 
and could with pleasure, and without suffering, sleep in 
a room without fire, and share in all your troubles : but 
I dare not leave my post : I desire to trudge along by 
the King's highway of duty, to the habitation which the 
Lord my God has provided for me. I am not my own. 
I too am under trial ; few days pass over my head, which 
does not witness many tears. I look not for comfort 
in this world, but 1 have comfort in the prospect of 
another. 

I long to hear from you, il you enjoy health, if the 
children do ; above all, if you attain to any measure of 
resignation, any measure of confidence and hope through 
faith in the Redeemer's righteousness. Aim at it, my 
dear friend ; call him your Lord, and your God, your 
Husband, your Friend ; pour all your complaints into his 
bosom; groan, sigh on your knees, and plead for pa* 
tience and resignation under the cross, strength and for- 
titude, to carry it all the length he has appointed. Cast 
your burden on the Lord, and try to leave it there. £s • 
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say to go forth to the laborious duty he has been pleased 
to call you to, with ^^heerfulqess, and alacrity. Go, de- 
pending on strength being communicated from hour to 
hour ; look for it, and go forward in the faith of it. 

Greenzvich, September 26 y 18i05» . 

MT DEAR FRIEND, 

I ARRIVED here on Monday. I found my children in 
health, but much affected with the death of the amiable 
youth M — and the melancholy situation of his bereaved 
parents. 

The epidemic spireads over the city in every direc- 
tion, among the few remaining in it : all the public 
offices are here ; crowds of the citizens, and houses and 
stores spring up in a day : all is bustle and confusion, 
and all seem mad on business. 

Parting with my dear friend, was most painful ; so 
painful that nothing could alleviate, but the presence 
of my own children ; who, could there have been room, 
from deeper sorrows, would have shared it with me. 
O that I could put ray God, in my place, in your heart ! 
What are earthly friends ? How few are steady against 
all change of circumstances ! of these few, fewer still 
have it in their power to supply the every link of 
friendship'*s chain ; a thousand unforeseen incidents dis- 
appoint their wishes, and frustrate theii* hopes, render- 
ing abortive their greatest exertion. But there is a 
Friend y every where present, thoroughly acquainted 
with every circumstance of the heart, and of the 
life ; all-powerful to relieve, whose love is invariable, 
and ever the most tender, when every other friend 
stands aloof; a friend in adversity, * a Friend who stick- 
eth closer than a brother,' whose ' love surpasseth the 
love of women.' This friend receiveth sinners — casts 
out none who come to him. He wbs never known to 
disappoint the hopes of any poor sinner. He receives 
them into his heart ; he takes all their burdens ami 
cares on himself, pays all their debts, answers all de- 
mands against them, and is every way surety for them : 
they become his own, no one has any thing to say to 
them, but himself. He knows them — ^how apt to err. 

S 
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to Wviadet, jea, fo foi^t him, and prove ungrateful ; 
all this he knows, but he has made provision for all. 
He has a rod, and he wiU subdue their iniquities. He 
will heal their backslidings, he will bring back and re- 
store his wanderers. He will in due time perfect what 
concerns them, and present them to his Father purified, 
without spot or wrinkle. 

In the mean time, he requires them to confide in him ; 
to go up through this wilderness leaning upon him ; 
<o tell him all their complaints and griefs, and to com- 
fort themselves : and he will impress the comfort, b^ 
means of his great and precious promises, scattered like 
so many pearls through his sacred Bible, tabled there 
on purpose for us to ground our prayers upon, and de 
li^t ourselves in. This is your friend's Friend, and 
of ten thousand beside. This was the wicked Magda- 
lene's Friend ; this, the persecuting I: aul's Friend, 
wicked Manasseh's Friend ; the adulterous murdering 
David's Friend. And he is your Friend, though your 
eyes are holden that you see him not. He is leading 
you by a way that you know not. This is o^e of his 
characters, * I will bring the blind by a W£t nat they 
know not.' 

I was happy to find your niece was to retti n with Mr. 
P ; but, my dear, a painful dread has a "saulted my 
peace, lest Satan get the advantage by mear s of a stran- 
ger in the family, and undo what has been begun. The 
world may have peace without God ; but you shall not. 
Fou have, however feebly, taken hold of his Covenant, 
and he will keep you to your choice. ' If his children 
forsake his laws, and go astray,' &c. Psalm lxxix.,30. 

November y 1805. 

^ IIT D£AIl FRIEND, 

This is not our rest ; through much tribulation all 
Christ's disciples must follow him. There is a rest pre- 
pared for the people of God, as far as tasted in this 
world, (and in ^s world it is tasted :) it consists in a 
inind resigned to the will of God, in proportion as it can 
say, ' thv will be done on earth as it is done in heaven.' 
Chriflt himself was made perfect through suffering, and 
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all his iollowers shaXi be so in their appointed measure* 
What is our cup to his ? O m j dear friend, we are ran* 
somed, we are redeemed, and we are fitting and pre- 
paring for the purchased inheritance, that perfect rest 
preparing for the people of God, when their warfare is 
iinished. Let him do all his pleasure with us here ; let 
him subdue our iniquities in his own Way ; let him glo- 
rify his name by our sufferings — his glory is ever con- 
nected with his people's best interests. We shall one 
day acknowledge that he has done all things well, and 
that not one word of all that he has promised has failed. 
It has pleased the Lord to take from us, our dearsweet 
Rebecca ; young as she was, through much tribulation, 
she entered in : I have scarcely seen severer suffering, 
nor a harder dismission.- It is well, the Lord will an- 
swer his own ends by it, for the good of all concerned, 
as well as for his own glory. Our dear 6. was ill at the 
same time, and all hope was lost as to him also ; for a 
whole week we looked upon him as dying. A bold 
measure was taken with him, which succeeded ; the 
Lord had commanded hfe : it was not thought of for her^ 
God had appointed to her entrance into life eternal. H 
is all well. Blessed, blessed be his name ! for her he 
has taken, and him he has restored both equally. I. G. 
S — was confined at the same time with a broken arm. 
N. B — with the fever and pleurisy. Deep have been 
the wounds in this aged heart, not yet weaned from earth, 
but tremblingly alive to every thing that concerns -mj 
children. Yet I do give up. I have asked but one 
thing with' importunity, and by that I abide. I did not 
ask for temporal life, but the life which Christ died to 
purchase, and hves to bestow : let him answer my peti- 
tion by means of his own appointing : by health, or by 
sickness, bv riches, or by poverty, by long life or early 
death — only let all mine, by the ties of nature, be his by 
regeneration of his Spirit. 

August 24, 1810. 

MY DEAR FRIEVD, ' 

I BLESS and praise our gracious God for his late 
jcaanifestatioius to you ia the mi(kt of so many tumulioa- 
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ting circumstaoces, calculated to stir up corruption, and 
prevent that rest which jou so much needed. For this 
manifestation, 1 have earnestly prayed, and I have ex- 
pected it ; not because I prayed for it, but because it is 
oflen the Lord's way, when his poor, erring, wandering 
creatores, are at their wit's end^ saying, there is no hope., 
to manifest himself a Ood at hand, the Almighty Saviour, 
saying, ' O ye of little faith, wherefore did ye doubt V 
•ye have destroyed yourselves; but in me is your 
help ;' ' let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid,' 

I will answer all your queries in one. Were you an 
outcast, the Lord would never have dealt with you as 
he has done ; not only now that you feel his love in 
some measure shed abroad in your heart, but years ago, 
when you felt only enmity there, the last was as certain 
an evidence of the Lord's gracious dealings with you as 
the first, and perhaps a more certain one. It is the 
Spirit that convinceth of sin. It was the Spirit that 
convinced you years ago, not only of your sin, but your 
helplessness. It was the Spirit that produced that self- 
condemnation, self-loathing, which you experienced ; it 
was the Spirit that opened your eyes, to discern the ho- 
liness, the spirituality, and the perfection of that law, by 
which you stood condemned in yourself. O my friend ! 
the dead in trespasses and sins have no such views ; but 
more, deny it not ; the same Spirit pointed out the Sa- 
viour many a time, and however feebly you did sigh after 
him, you did desire to love him and to serve him. But, 
my dear, there was ever a stumbling-block in your way, 
to present peace and rest. Your language was, *' O that 
1 were worthy, but I am such a sinner, so unworthy, my 
corruptions are so strong, my heart so hard, I cannot be- 
lieve." It was all true, it is true at this hour — ^but it 
appeared to me that you kept back — ^you did not lay 
hold on the hope set before you, so as to obtain peace 
and comfort ; you did not account it * a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus Christ came hi to 
the world to save sinners,' even the chief ; you did not 
realize the invitation, * Look onto me, all the ends of 
the earth, and be ye saved, for I am God, and there is none 
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else.' <. Ao4 Jesas stood and criedi if aqj man 4hii«t, 1^ 
himcgun^ unto me, and drink-T-whosoever will, let lam 
•come and.take^of the wat^r of life freely. Him that oomV 
etb unto me I will in no wise cast out.' - Agfin, *■ tlus is 
the record, that God giy<eth to jov eternal life, and this 
life is in his 3on.' ■* The wages of sin i^ death, but the gift 
of God is etemiJ life.' Now what is tine pbia simple 
meaning of all this I In the plan of redempti0n, in the 
counsek^of Jehorab, JesuaGhri9t, the second person of 
the inconiprebeneible Trinity, is ^ sanctified, set' apart, 
substitQted' in the room of condeamed sinners, ta take 
their nature upon Jiim, their sins upon him, their dnties 
upon him ; to become a conq>lete surety in evei^ re* 
spect, to sustain the penalty in his own person.; to yield 
a complete perfect obedience to every demand of the 
law in his own life and death. In a word, to work out a 
perfect, complete^ justifying righteousness: for Ms. m bis 
own person^ It was not wrought in us, it is a iinished 
work without u^ — to this nothing of ours is to be added; 
with this, nothing of ours is to be mixt ; it is the sinner's 
%y pure imputation, and perfectly distinct from that ho* 
lioess of heart and life which is wrought in us, in conse* 
quence of this imputed righteousness. The Holy Ghost 
says by the mouth of the Apostle, V Christ is the. end of 
the law for righteousness, and ye are comfiAete in him— *• 
He was made sin for us, that we might be nmdethe 
righteousness of God in him.' This is the righteousness, 
the clean lioen, pure and white, the wedding garment; 
all the types of the law of Moses pointed out this. In 
this, ' God beholds no iniquity in Jacob nor transgression 
in Israel.' Christ himself, his person^ as weU as hts work, 
is the gifl of God'to sinners, to be their head, their bus* 
band, their lifq, as well as their Prophet, Priest and iUng. 
By the same plan, all is put in the sinner's ofifer,.and se« 
cured to him simply upon his accepting. It is the divine 
appgiDtment, ' that to as many as receive him, to them 
gives he power to become the sons of God.' But the gift 
must first be received by the sinner, as a sinner-^then 
the promise follows, or rather goes with it, " power to 
become his child." It is in the first act of simple faithv 
that I tbiilk my friend has come short ; not of eternal 

S 2 
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life-Mio— faith die has long had to be flayed,- but has 
not entered into present rest. He that hath entered 
into rest, hath ceased from his own works, as God did 
from his. Yon have kept looking for evidences in 
yourself, instead of creditiqg the invitation and the 
promise. It is not God's ordinary way to give such 
evidences. The man with the withered hand might as 
reasonably have said, " Lord, let me first feel strength^ 
and then I will believe that I shall be able to stretch it 
out." The Lord has dealt in great mercy with you. 
There is much faith expressed in your letter ; but it is 
through the great condescension of your merciful Fa- 
ther, accompanied and strengthened by a sensible ma- 
nifestation. He has allowed you to see fruit, to feel 
his love as well as to believe ; to be strong in faith for 
the time. These «re evidences, undoubted evidences, 
that you have passed from death unto life, and are safe 
in his Covenant mercy. They are certain evidences of 
the reality of your being in Christ ; but, my. dear 
friend, these feelings may not be evidences to your ap- 
prehension three days. Try now to rest on the pro- 
mise ; keep to it : * though he slay me, yet will I trust 
in him ;' and take the gifl of God for the foundation of 
your rest. 1 John v. 10, 11, 12, 13. This record 
was as true, under all the tumult expressed in your last 
melancholy epistle, as during the consoling exercise oi 
this. You change, but God never, r Satan desired to 
have you, that he might sifl you as wheat, but Christ 
prayed for you. Temptation may return, but hold fast 
the promise. ' God giveth to you eternal life.' Be as- 
sured, the more firmly and steadily you can believe this, 
the more you will grow in love to God, and all holy 
obedience ; watch against doubts, they come from the 
enemy ; and listened to, they give him great advants^e 
over you, for faith is your shield. 

March, 1811. 

I AM daily on the look out ; one year and three months 

will complete my threescore and ten. I do not know 

one individual alive, whom I knew in my school days ; 

it has been the case for many years. I do not long iox 
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my dismission, neither am I tired of* life ; but nothibgin 
this world, unless closely connected with another, inte- 
rests me ; and oh ! I am tired of sin ; still it cleaves to 
me ; in all things I come short, and many duties neglect 
altogether : for . 1 still have a considerable share of 
"health, and might do some good, had I will equal to my 
opportunities : as to -the power^ it is not in me, but I 
^now, I have it in my blessed Head, and for the asking. 
I cannot but long to be delivered from sin, and sinful 
apathy in particular, for really my heart must be wick- 
edly fertile, to find out opportunities of moral trans- 
gression. Food and raiment are mine without care ; 
my children under God, care for me. I have my dear 
little room, my Bible and books founded on it. I have 
a dear Pastor^ and Christian friends, lively ordinances, 
and «lso much of the Lord's presence at times ; my cup 
runs over with blessings, but my gratitude bears no pro- 
portion ; my zeal for the glory of God, and the good of 
my fellow-sinners, buried under self-indulgence and apa- 
thy. O that the goodness of the Lord may lead me to 
repentance ! 

And now, my dear friend, let me know how it is with 
you and your dear family. The severe winter is past; 
how have you got along ? with what temporal comfort, 
and how has the Lord dealt with your soul ? Has the 
barrel of meal, or the cruise of oil failed ? Does th^ 
opening spring cheer your spirits, and furnish a song 
of praise ? Does it find you in a situation to dig your 
garden, sow your seeds, and make provision for future 
worofort ? Has the Lord turned your captivity^ and dried 
\j|p the bitter waters that flowed against you ? How are 
your dear eyes, after all the briny tears that have steep* 
ed them ? How are your poor nierves, after all the 
shocks that have agitated them ? All these things have 
been on my mind ; but from my long silence, you can- 
not believe it. What are we all, but broken reeds, 
which pierce the band when laid hold of, for support ? 
There is but one Friend to poor, fallen, miserable man, 
in the universe. He is mercy .; He is goodness ; He is 
truth ; He is wisdom ^ He is unchangeable, and never 
will fail you ; take him to your heart ; give it all to 
Jhlm ; He only is worthy^ no other is 
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/i«n«27, 1811. 

I RECEIVED my dear friend's letter this day Week, 
and have been answering it ierer since. Nevier was I 
in such a strait. It contains the efiusions of disappoiQt- 
■ed hopes and anticipations of sore evils ; indicates a isoul 
deeply wounded, and taking in Christian principles, un- 
der temptation. Where shall I begin ? I have hid it 
before our compassionate High Priest, I have, requested 
direction. Assist me, O thou blessed Comforter! whbs^ 
office it is to convince of sin, as well as to minister con- 
solation ! Do both, from ^e heait, and by the pen of 
thy handmaid. 

It appeals to' me sailulary, to^eall your attention &8t 
to the sovereignty of God. The silver and the gold are 
his ; and the cattle on a thousand hills ; he gives them 
to tirhomsqever lie pleases y he setteth up one and put- 
tetli down another, dofing whatsoever pleaseth him * in 
the armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants of this 
earth ;' none can stay bis hand, or say upto him^ what 
doest thou ? He attributes to himself all events ; men 
and other, creatures are but instruments. Men's wicked 
hearts impel them to como^^it evil, but the events are of 
the Lord, which be overrules for his own glory, and for 
the good of his people. * Him being delivered by the 
foreknowledge and counsel of God, ye have taken^ and 
by wicked hands have crucified him.' Joseph said, < ye 
meant it for etil, but God for good, to save much people 
alive, as at this day.' The Lord does not oflen, at the 
time, give his people reasons for afflic^g them, though 
they can often read them at an after period. 

Job was a holy man ; bis a£9ictipns from God's own 
hand were very deep ; the teasing unkindness and injus- 
tice of his friends made great part of the temptation, 
and he spoke unadvisedly with his lips. When God did 
appear, he did not answer his cavils, nor give him one 
reason why be had dealt with him thus ; but silenced 
hito with views of his majesty, power and wisdom ; of 
his own meanness and vileness, though comparatively 
^correct in his conduct, bej^ond most others. I believe, 
he spoke truth when he said, ' I delivered the poor that 
cried, the fatherless, and him that had none to help him . 
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The blessing of him that was ready to perish, came 
upon me, and 1 caused the widow's heart to sing for joy. 
I was eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame. I was a 
father to the poor, and the cause that I knew not, I 
searched out.* God allowed the weight of the trial to 
be upon his spirit, with the conviction of hia presump- 
tion, till he brought him to his feet. * Behold 1 am vile, 
what shall I answer thee ?' * 1 will lay my hand upon 
my mouth,' &c. ' I abhor myself, and repent in dust 
and ashes.' These things were written for our exam- 
ple and profit. 

This afflictive providence is now finished, at least so 
far. What you now possess is the allotment of your 
God. Set all instruments aside, and listen to the Holy 
Ghost — ' Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of 
God, and he shall exalt you in due time.' In order to 
this I would recommend to you to take a close retro- 
spective view of your past life,-with earnest prayer, that 
God would search you and try you, and show you what 
wicked ways have been, or now are in you. Go back 
to the days of your youth ; take a close view of the use 
you made of affluence and influence, not comparing 
yourself with others ; but judging yourself by the law of 
God, the only standard of right and wrong, truth and er- 
ror. Seek for humbling views of yourself in yourself 
If the Holy Ghost enlighten, you will find sufficient 
grounds. Seek for consolation in the free promises of 
God, through Jesus Christ, of which there are also abun- 
dance, even to the chief of sinners. What I reconmiend 
to you has been my own practice, especially in times of 
trial ; and if health will admit of it, add fasting, because 
I think it is the Lord's ordinance. ' The days shall come 
when the Bridegroom shall be taken from them, then 
shall they fast in those days.' 

Read the third chapter of Jeremiah's Lamentations ; 
endeavour to come under the feelings of contrition, on 
account of your sins, and derive consolation firom faith in 
God's great mercy ; ever keeping in view the channel 
through which mercy can only flow to sinners of Adam's 
race. Take also a view of God's dealings with his 
elect nation, in the wilderness *, they YaSl tLO^\Tk^\s^ 
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■a&aa, and were ponislied for munnuriog ; while at that 
very tune, the nations in Canaan, the Egyptians, and As- 
Byrians, were living in all manner of luxury. What was 
their whole history hut backsUding, threatening npon 
threatening ? then chastisement, turning, repenting, par- 
don, reciOnciliation, and the same round again, erery 
chastisement severer than the last ; while worldlings in 
general, have their day to the end ; then, says David, 
* they are cast down suddenly to destruction.' I wish 
you to take a particular view of God's dealings with them, 
before Nebuchadnezzar sacked the city of Jerusalem. 
The decree was passed after many warnings, and much 
long-sufferings. How many pauses, as it were, did the 
merciful Lord God make before he gave them finally up 
to their eneoues ; and when the decree was irrevocable, 
and the chastisement to take place, still he followed them 
with mercy. See Jeremiah xzvii. 12. and chap. xxis. : 
the letter which God commanded Jeremiah -to write to 
those who had been carried away captive with Jehoia- 
kim, advising them to build houses and plant vineyards, 
and to make the most of their situation. Those at Je- 
rusalem were commanded to submit to the king of Ba» 
bylon, as in that case he would not destroy (he city : but 
no, they stood it out, and the threatened vengeance over- 
took them. 

The poor were lefl to take care of the vineyards, &c. 
Jeremiah remained with them in preference to going with 
the king of Babylon to be promoted to honour. God of- 
fered to take them under his protection, and be their 
God : but no, they would go to Egypt, and put themselves 
under the king of Egypt's protection. JereuHah told 
them from the Lord, that Egypt itself should soon go into 
captivity. But to Egypt they went, and carried Jere- 
miah with them. See Isaiah's prophecy on this occa- 
sion, chapter xxxv. 31. Now look at chapter Ixii. 2.1 : 
there you see God's jadgment and chastening ; follow 
him in the beginniog of chapter Ixiii. and view his mer- 
cy ; in the end a£ the same chapter, agsdn, see his charge 
against them : but O, it is followed with mercy, not 
Judgment. Thus we learn the character of God. Thus 
H^e iearn his dealings with his people. They are not call- 
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ed to earthly comfort and prosperity. They erer have 
been, and still are, a suffering people ; they are all sin- 
ners — sin brings suflfering, and God overrules suffering, 
so as to make it profitable to them. Though redeemed 
by the life and death of Christ, *• being justified by faith, 
they have peace with God ;' yet the Lord has not 
pleased all at once to qualify them for the purchased 
possession. They receive a new birth, new life, and are 
called to work out their own salvation with fear and 
trembling, with this consolation, that God worketh in 
them, both to will, and to do, of his good pleasure. This 
is not their home, here they have no continuing city ; they 
are travelling through the wilderness, to the city and 
mansions purchased and prepared for them by their Sa- 
viour, and must be made holy before they can enter in. 
They have many corruptions to be mortified ; errors to 
be corrected in their estimation of men and things. 
tl?arnal, proud, hard, stony hearts, to be made spiritual, 
humble, tender, resigned, and loving. * Then shalt thou 
remember all the way by which I led thee ; to prove 
thee, and try thee ; to show thee what was in thy heart, 
that I might do thee good in thy latter end.' Besides, 
all suffering is not the immediate punishment of sin in 
the individual sufferer, nor for his exclusive profit : it is 
evident, from Scripture, there is suffering for the benefit 
of the body of Christ ; Hh Church, of which, (I think,) 
all have some share. God has wise end^ to answer by all 
the suffering of his creatures, and especially of the mem- 
bers of his body. The apostles rejoiced in this, and so 
ought we. ' If we suffer with him, we shall also reign 
with him.' Paul — ' I fill up, in my ilesh, that whxh is be- 
hind of the sufferings of Christ, for his body's sake, which 
is the Church.' Now, my dear friend, let us take a look at 
your real individual situation, as a suffering member of a 
suffering body ; a suffering body, because a corrupt body, 
requiring bleeding, blistering, &c. &c. Take a vie w of the 
Saints of God in history, sacred or profane, and compare 
your own individual suffering with theirs, great as it is ; I 
am apt to think, it will not rise to mediocrity. I could ex- 
patiate on this subject, from what comes every day within 
iqiy own knowledge. The Lord is warkuv^ vti iVivi^ ^'^ ^^ 
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around me: but ofthat another time. In jour own case, 
try for a moment to shut out of yiew, erery thing without 
your own family : what you onoe were, what you once 
possessed and enjoyed : also what your friends possess 
and enjoy at this present time : detach yourself from all. 
What wa^ yours, is gone ; what you calculated upon, 
is also gone : set all aside, and consider yourself a sin- 
ner, saved from destruction by grace ; in a state of pur- 
gation, and preparation for happiness, on a pilgrimage 
with thousands of others, your fellow-saved sinners, 
through the wilderness, to that inheritance which was 
purchased for you at such a price. Your Saviour is your 
Leader, Protector, Provider, also your Physician, and the 
Physician of the whole body, perfectly acquainted with 
the constitution, disposition, temper, &c. of every indi- 
vidual. He has made provision for each, all the jour- 
ney through, and given security that none shall suflfer 
real want. Bread and water is promised ; nothing be^* 
yond these, though in general he gives more ; to each 
he gives a portion in hand, to some for a day, some for a 
week, some for a year, which they calculate upon with 
more or less probability : none with . certainty. Your 
portion is — ^for a year ; take a view of those whom you 
know, one with another, I am apt to think, the Lord has 
still given you mediocrity. Look at the ordinary pro- 
vision he makes for the ministers of his Gospel : most of 
them with a flock of children ; many of those in the coun- 
try have five hundred dollars, some four hundred, some 
three hundred, generally ill paid. The Lord puts a 
blessing in it, he makes it go far — ^the garden produce, the 
cow ; they do what their hands find to do, and get along : 
so will he do with you, my dear. He will put you upon 
methods of industry and economy : your one chicken 
divided in six parts, with a little bit of pork, with the 
fruit of God's blessing on your industry in the garden, 
shall both taste sweet, and satisfy for the time. Try to 
be thankful ; Moses said of the manna, * This is the bread 
which the Lord your God giveth you.' Pray and watch 
against dwelling on the plentiful tables of others ; and 
when bidden to a feast, tike your portion, and say, this 
is fro^, 4Le Lo J .or th^ time. D^ not let a thought of 
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misery or wretchedness dwell upon your mind. O no, 
God is good; you.shall not infant. O what sweet meals 
have I and my children made on hot potatoes, nicely 
boiled and cracked, with salt — not merely content, but 
they tasted good and savoury. There are peculiar plea- 
sures in a life of that kind. You shall yetsing of it. 

Now, my dear friend, I have done with what 1 had to 
say on tliis head. I have had great fears of wounding, 
lest you should reckon me among Job's friends : but you 
call me mother, and it is required of a mother to be faith- 
ful. I now leave it with the Lord. We are delighted 
to find you girding up the loins of your mind, and setting 
4bout active duty. Let us meet at a throne of Grace, 
and look to the course the Lord marks out for us. 



TOMBS.G— Y. 

MY DEAR MADAM, 

I HAVE jubt parted with my dear afflicted friend 
P. ; she left it in charge to me, that I shouM write to you 
in the time of your aifliction. Surely, I would do any 
thing, whatever, that I thought might alleviate either her 
or your distress. But there are cases, to which God 
alone can speak ; afflictions which he alone can console. 
Such are those, under which the sufferer is commanded 
to be « still and know that he is God.' He never leaves 
his people in any case ; but sometimes shuts them up 
from human aid. Their grief is too great to be consoled 
by human tongue or pen. 

Such I have experienced. I lost my only son ; I nei- 
ther know when, nor where ; and for any thing I know, 
in a state of rebellion against God. Here, at my heart it 
lies still ; who can speak to me' of it ? neither can I rea- 
son upon it. Aaron held his peace. Old Eli said, * It 
is the Lord, let him do what seemeth good in hi? sight/ 
Samuel, in his turn, had his heart wrung by his ungodly 
son. David lamented over his beloved Absalom : but it 
availed him nothing. Job's sons and daughters were all 
cut off in one day; himself laid down in deep sore bodi- 
ly affliction; his friends sat seven days and seven nights 
without opening their mouths, because they saw hxs af- 

T 
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fiiction was very great ; and if they spoke, it was to ag- 
gravate it : and when God himself spoke, he gave him 
DO reason for bis dealings, but charged him with folly and 
madness^ < Shall he that contendeth with the Almighty, 
instmcibifeB ? He that reproveth God, let him answer it.' 
Thea be caHeth his attention ta his own meanness, and 
imb^lity, but it was still in a way of sovereignty ; and 
after be laid his band on his mouth, and bis mouth in the 
dust, confessed himself vile, and became dumb before 
him ; abhorring himself, and repenting in dust and ashes, 
instead of the splendid catalogue of virtues enumerated 
in chapter xxix. and complaints in chapter x. which I 
make not the least doubt were true, as far as human vir- 
tne can reach : but if God charge ' even his angels with 
folly,' shall man, corrupt, self-destroyed man, plead merit 
before God ? 

But, my dear friend, I do not find in all God's bible, 
any thing requiring us to look at, far less acquiesce in, 
the final destruction of any, for whom we have prayed, 
pleaded, and committed to him, least of all our offsprings 
whom he has commanded us to train up for him. 'Chil- 
dren are QaS^i heritage.' I do not say he has given us 
any promise for the obstinately wicked ; but when cut 
off, he only requires us to be stilly to hold our peace. I 
^0 not think he takes hope from us. God has set liiuit«f 
to OUT faith for others ; our faith must not rest in opposi- 
tion to his threatenings. We must believe that ' the wick- 
ed shall be turned into hell, and all that forget God ;' 
Dut he hath set no bounds to his own mercy ; in that glo- 
rious plan of redemption, by which he substitutes his 
own Son, in the room and stead of sinners, he has made 
provision for the chief of sinners : and can now be just and 
consistent, while he justifies the ungodly who believe in 
Jesus. Short was the time between the thiefs petition 
and the promise of salvation ; nay, the petition was. the 
earnest of it. The same was the case with the jailor ; 
though less positive the assertion ; yet, I think the pub- 
lican had the earnest in his petition also. Now, instead 
^f labouring to bring my mind to acquiesce in the con- 
u«mnation of my child, on the supposition of its being 
fCT God's glory, (which I no where find required, but 
iroin Borne of your New-£ngland divines,) I try to be 
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still as be Las commsgided ; not to follow my child, to the 
yet invisible world ; but turning my eyes to that charac* 
ter which God has revealed of himself— 4o the plan of 
redemption — ^to the sovereignty of God in the execution 
of that plan, to his names of grace, ' The Lord^ the Lord 
God, merciful and gracious, slc^iV to anger, abundant in 
goodness and truth, for^ving iniquity; and transgression, 
and sin ;' while he adds, ' and that will by no means 
clear the guilty,' I meet it with his own declaration, ' he 
hath made him to be sin for us who knew no sin^ that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him.' I read 
also that mercy is his darling attribute! ; that * mercy re- 
joiceth against judgment,' and many other like Scriptures, 
which, although 1 dare not ground a belief of his aal¥a- 
tion on them, one ray of hope follows another, that God 
may have made him a monument of mercy, to the glory 
of his grace. Thus God himself consoles his own pray- 
ing people, while man ought to be very cautious, if not 
silent, where the Scriptures are silent, as it respects the 
final state of another, whose heart we cannot know, nor 
what God may have wrought in it. God hath set bounds 
to our faith, which can no where iind solid ground to fix 
upon, but on his own written promise. Yet, as I said 
above, he has set no bounds to his own mercy, and he 
has made provision for its boundless flow, as far as he 
shall please to extend it, through the atonement and me- 
rits of his own Son, ' who is able to save to the uttermost, 
all who come unto God by him.' Now, my dear friend, 
you have my ideas of our situation ; if they be correct, 
i pray that our compassionate Father may comfort yoii 
hj them ; if otherwise, may he pardon what is amiss, 
and lead you, my dear friend P — , and myself, to such 
consolation as he himself will own as the work of his 
Spirit, and save us from the enemy, and our own spirit. 
Since writing the foregoing, I feel afraid of what I 
have said : it is dangerous seeking comfort where the 
Scriptures are silent ; yet while we plead with God to 
be preserved from error, and try to be still before him, 
he will save us from the subtilty of the serpent, as well 
JUB from the rage of the lion. 

I am, with love, your sympathizing friend. 
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? 

WRITTEN TO 

Mr. and Mrs. B , 

While tn Brit^iny for ike benefit of Mrs. B.^s health, in 

1801 and 1802. 



March 23, 1801; 

MY DEAR CHILDREN, 

THIS is mortifying to both, to be anchored half 
a mile from us, and there to lie for hours — ^but even this, 
trifling as it may appear, has its end to answer in His 
scheme, without whom, not a sparrow falls. 1 have re- 
tired with my Bible, to commit you, and all my cares, 
and concerns, afresh to that God, whose goodness and 
mercy have followed us through life ; who is my God, 
your God, and the God of our seed ; who answered my 
prayers ia opposition to my inconsistent conduct ; took 
you out of my idolatrous management, into his own 
more 'merciful guidance. Oh 1 'He has done all things 
well, and He will perfect his own work. 

Now, may * the Angel, that redeemed you, be with 
you, keep you in the hollow of his hand, and as the ap- 
ple of his eye ;' be with you on his own ocean, and com- 
mand the billows not to touch you ; carry you to the bo- 
som of your dear native country, where a large propor- 
tion of his body live in him and by him ; bless you, and 
make you a blessing, wherever his providence shall car- 
ry you, and restore you with blessings to us, in his own 
time. Amen. 



Sabbath, after morning service. 

March 29. 
This, my dear children, is a day of storm, wind and 
rain ; O that the prayer of our dear Pastor, and I hope 
of many present, may be with you, and be answered to 
and for you — which was thus : 

" Lord, be with that family, who now, on the mighty 
ocean, desire an interest in our prayers. May he whom 
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winds and waves obey, preserve &em in this tempesta* 
ous season ; may :they see, and improve his wonders in 
the great deep ; may the blessings of the everlasting 
Gospd preserve their souls in peace : . conduct them ia 
safety to their destined port, and restore them to us, en- 
riched with the blessings of thy well-ordered Covenant.'*. 
I sent two notes for the Dutch churches, enclosed to 
Mr. B. one for Wall-street, to Mr. A. and .-one for the 
Brick church, to Mr. M. I Watered all .with my tears. 

5 o'CMi?. 
'Oh ! liow it blows and rains ! O my childjsen, how 
my poor heart aches for you ; if not in danger, yet sick, 
sick, and in much discomfort. I gave a note in tiie old 
church, in the aflemoon, supposing the congregation 
on this dreadful day, to be differept. Mr. M. prayed : 
** The Angel of thy presence be with them, give them 
much of the consolations of thy Spirit. Conduct them 
in safety to the place of their destination, and restore 
them, enriched with thy ^'blessing, to worship with us 
again, in this thy house of prayer." I wnte on this 
day merely to table, for your pemsd, the prayers of 
your Church. I think you ought, if the Lord conduct 
you safe, to propose pubUc thanks to that God,^ho heard 
and answered, if agreeable to Mr. M. Write me how 
it was with you on this day. Now 4 will lay past this^ 
to some other opportunity, jemd go to a throne of Grace 
for you and nil of us. O tceep close to the Lord ; O 
that he may save you from a dissipated, trilBiing, carnal 
spirit; may he sanctify all your comforts, give you a 
just estimation of all you see and hear ; may the Chris- 
tian's portion rise more and more ; and the world, and 
its vanities, sink -in your view. 

April 4. 
A VESSEL which sails for London to-morrow, will; 
I hqpe, convey this to you, if the Lord spare you to 
be there; I cannot help being very anxious since that 
storm ; by the arrival of several vessels in twenty-four 
and twenty-three days, we find the winds have heed 
all easterly, and strong ; all contrary to you : but ttiev 
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ere CMfiEi winAi, aad I hope faja presence will make all 
^, and catue you to profit by all tna proTideoees. 

Mr. W. W — , lost this week three sens, which 

nakes jfbur in all, of the scarlet feyer, and sore throat* 

^ Teiy suddenly ; one in twenty-four hours ; he has 

two of six left ; what can we say to these things ? The 

^di^^does what pl.e.ases him in the armies of heaven, 

.^inni among the inhabitants of the earth. Blessed are 

'they to whom idl^thii^ 'shall work together for good. 

•It is my great consolation, that jrou are, through Grace, 

among that happy number, and in no possible way can 

joe a loser at his hand; death itself will \>^ your g^n. 

7he society met here last Monday, where you were 

i(gain,in the prwfer of faith,brought to a throne of Grace 

'y-ir ^ I am, wi^ loye, your mother. 



April 10. 
What the Lord is going to do with his, and qay chil- 
dren, I know not ; but the Samuel Elam has returned to 
4(port, with a leak, after being out nineteen days. On the 
Qay of storm, she had seven feet water in her hold. I 

to^e the Lord,4Q mercy to you, to his Church, and to me, 
is miworthy servant, has giiided you in safe^, and that 
^B prayers of his Church were answered in your behalf. 
Ol my children, what wpuld be the situation of my heart 
jkad I not confidence of your being within the ark. ! 
4estre to rejoice over all my i^ars, ibr this unspeakable 
consolation, nothing can hurt you. I experieqce for you, 
llfbat I did in my own case, when darkness and tempest 
added to' the horrors of many, while our vessel kept 
dashing on the rock*; I, too, expected her to go to 
l^ieces every moment ; but the idea was ever with me, 
^ in tb^ bosom of God's ocean, I shall find the bosom of 
my Saviour.' On the night of the 29ih of March, I 
dreamt my dear J — ^y fell over-board, and I saw her 
!||oating on the billows, supporting herself by her little 
chair ; this is the state of my mind ; yet I am thankful, 
and enjoy much peace. The Lord has given me all my 
asking — ^the salvation of your souls. In a little time wc 
ihall all be gathered around his throne. Well may I 

* ■ Od the e^ut of Ajr, as stated ia her Life. 
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leare to him HA iate^^ning circamstanGMMy a^ireH at 
wliQ goes first, aad how. O how be blesses my latter 
ead, how be sooths and comforts my old age ; &r other 
things have I sierited) that my soul knows ; bat he has 
not only pardoned^ 6ut comforts, and draws a yeil over 
my transgressions, caTering them from the world's ob- 
servation. What can I say ? He is God, and mercy is 
iiis darling attribute. 

^priZ 17, iSOl. 
I WROTS my dear children by the Draper, by the Bri* 
ij&k Packet, and by I know not whom ; bot this is tiie 
ith. I will now begin to number my letters, for I send 
them to go by the first opportunity, without being able 
to know which will be the first at the time of writing. 

my dear children, the weather has been tremendous. 
It is not my anxiety that makes the obserration. Others 
allow it, and the winds are all easterly. Were not my 
God your God, did I not know and believe, that all his 
providences shaU be overruled for your true interest ; 
did I not enter more into your eternal state, than your 
temporal, I should be very miserable. 

1 have brought the reality near me, that mine eyes 
may never behold you again on earth. I can say, even 
of that, it is well ; but the idea of the horrors of tempest, 
a leaky vessel, racked by the storm, and sinking by 
incKes ; sickness, nervous. timidity, and the sufferings to 
be undergone, before the entrance to the haven of rest be 
attained, is my chief disquietment, I will not even say 
distress^ because when these horrors (horrors they are to 
mere nature) dart across my mind, filting my soul witli 
momentary anguish ; Satan too, seeking to distracfcmy 
mind, the Spirit of the Lord lifls up a standard against 
him, and comforts me with bis own word, Ihe everlasting 
promises suited to every possible circumstance in the 
believer's lot. Thousands of times have X grasped that 
promise, ^ leave thy fatherless children on me, I will pre- 
serve them alive.' I pleaded it for the life of their souls; 
He answered my prayers; He has given them life, and 
they live to him. Yes, I see the fruit, and though iniqni* 
ities still prevail against them, He still purgeth away their 
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trao^resflioiis ; kindles their repentance ; humbles their 
souls ; lays them prostrate in penitential confession ; 
washes them afresh in the open fountain ; restores to 
them the joys of his salTation ; se^ls their pardon by 
shedding abroad his loye in their hearts, and making 
them ^ walk in the paA of righteousness fat his own 
name's eake.' 

Thus he carries them on from stnngikto strength by 
Tarious means of his own appointing, and some terrible 
things in righteousness, in the course of his providence ; 
in all which he is sorereign, but ever consistent with 
his new Corenant name, as proclaimed to Moses on the 
Mount ; as manifested in the character of God, dwelling 
with us in our own nature, in whom mercy shone promi- 
nent, his darling attribute ; by which mercy, * they shall 
appear in Zion, before God,' in due iime. 

Is it so ? Is this God my God, and the God of my seed ? 
Is he himself become our salvation ? Are we heirs of 
God and joint heirs with Christ? Is our life hid with 
Christ in God ? when he appears, shall we (I and the 
children which he hath given me) in very deed, appear 
with him in glory? Is aS this so ? and I believe it, shall 
I tremble at the approacn of any of his providences ? 
Shall I npt say when it has taken place, The will of the 
Lord be done, . especially when clothed with love ? I 
trust that as my day, so shall my strength be, and in the 
interim, I have the same confidence for you. ' For he 
giveth power to the faint, and to them that have no 
might, he increaseth strength.' 

^ April 25, IQOl. 

MY DEAR CHILDREN, 

The storms and tempests that have dmost unremitting- 
ly succeeded each other, ever since you left us, have 
kept my mind in constant exercise about you*; the wind 
roars and howls in ray windows, though not facing the 
storm, and ihe white waves in the river picture in my 
mind the feaming billows of the ocean. The name of 
our God is my consolation : < though the waters roar and 
be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swell- 
ing thereof, there is a river, the streams whereof shall 



L&TTERS. 229 

make j^d tne atj of God. God shall help her, and that 
right eaity.' * When i walk ahoat Zion, and go round 
about her, when I tell the towers thereof, mark her bnl- 
warks, and consider her palaces,' mj heart rejoices^ that 
' this God is our God ; he will be our guide even unto 
death ;* and O thejoj, thatmj chUdren are the citizens 
of this Zion, and the heirs of all the j^omiseffby virtue 
of the New Testsonent in Christ's blood ! A Covenant of 
works it was to our surety, and his heart's blood finished 
the requisites of it. It is now a Testament to you, seal*- 
ed by the same blood. Wherever in his word I meet 
the character, tbe providence, the work of God, I read 
my own and my children's interest. I hope your experi- 
ence shall be in the cvii. Psalm, 28. If not wh<^ly, it 
shall terminate in Psalm xxiii. 4. Though you * walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, you shall fear 
no evil,' for this God, who is your guide, even unto death, 
shall be with you, *• his rod and staff shsdl comfort you ;' 
and our darling J — ^y, he shall carry as a lamb in his 
arms, and hide her from the horrors, in his bosom. I 
dwell much 'on these subjects, and 1 feel comforted, 
whatever be the event. 

if the Lord has carried you > tiirough, and you live 
to read this in the body, kn. that our 6od continues 
to Uess us abundantly, in heakh. peace and pleaty, as 
to temporals ; we also experience the peace of hi^ Co- 
venant, and have tastes of the bread and of the water of 
life. Thanks, all thanks to our new Covenant Head, for 
the stability of the Covenant ; we change, but he chang- 
eth not.^ He himself h the Covenant ^en to the peo- 
ple, imd because he hves, his people shall live also, in 
spite of Satsm, and his colleague sin, in our hearts ; sin 
may, and does bring his people into captivity, but it shall 
not keep them in bondage for ever. ' The time of deli- 
verance * shall come, when they shall revive as the com,' 
&c. Oh ! is it not a well-ordered covenant, and sure i 

May 10, 1801. 

MY OEAR CBILOREir, 

Last evening was preparation Sermon. Mr. Y- 



'preached a very excellent sermon from the Son^ of S<^- 
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lomoD, ' who IS this that oometh up firom the wildeiness 
leaning on her beloyed V First the wilderness of this 
world, next the church coming ap, then the attilude 
leaning, and on whom ; I thought the simile well support- 
ed, and practical, as he went on. His application was 
rich on the Christian's support, wher^ he brought into . 
view many of the names of Christ. 

After sermon, we witnessed a most ajQTecting scene ; 
two females members rebuked and restored to the com- 
munion of the church. Neyer, never, did our dear 
Mr. M — shine so bright in mj eyes ; many tears were 
shed. I knew nothing of it, and wondered to what he 
was leading, when he addressed the congregation after 
sermon, upon Christian walk, watchfulness, and temp- 
tation, and the distress occasioned in Christian Society, 
when any of the members were left to fall into open 
and aggravated sin. Such was the case in our own con- 
gregation ; two, (naming the offenders,) had been so far 
4efl, but while deeply wounded by the sin and scandal, 
he was consoled by their penitence ; he assured the 
congregation that they had given great evidence of deep 
contrition ; and were now come forward to acknowledge 
their crime before their offended, and grieved brethren, 
and to give all the satisfaction in their power, hy sub- 
mitting to the censure of the Church in this public man- 
ner, which although painful to him, he must pronounce 
according to God's appointment. ' They who sin be- 
fore all, rebuke before all.' He then made them stand 
up ; scarce an individual turned to look ; niany were 
weeping, while he laid before them their guUt in strong, 
yet tender, terms ; and finished by expressing his ap- 
probation of their thus submitting to the rod ; pronounc- 
'ed their absolution, and gave them an exhortation to 
humility, and redoubled watchfulness. Then, again he 
addressed the members, requesting them to receive into 
their Christian love and affection their repenting, re- 
turning, sisters ; that they would treat them with ten- 
derness, and restore them in the spirit of meekness, con- 
sidering themselves as also in the body, and subject to 
temptation. ^' Let no one put them in remembrance of * 
the sin which the Father of mercies has blotted out, nof 
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ofyen those wounds which he has closed." * He doth not 
chide coDtinaaUy, nor retain his anger for ever.' But I 
can dQ no justice to the melting tenderness of his ad- 
dress. Aflerwards the youngest brought her babe to 
the font of Baptism, and here, and in prayer, Mr. M — 
was yery particular. She appeared to be weeping all 
the time. 

May the Lord bless the discipline of his church } 
may he meet us to-morrow with multiplied pardons ; 
may he melt our hearts to conation, heal our backslid- 
ings, and manifest himself as married unto us ; may he 
bring us into his banqueting house ; may his banner 
over us be love ; may his Grace be magnified, and his 
name glorified ; and may he send a portion to my dear 
children — yea, a BehjamirCs portion ; may he open wide, 
the leaves of that New Testament, and let them read 
their rich inheritance, and rejoice in their portion. 

Two days more will fill up seven weeks since you 
sailed ; but from every account of the winds, you have 
not reached port, at least a port on earth. 

Farewell, my dear children. The Lord bless you,, 
keep you, guide you, and cause his face to shine on you,. 

Prays your affectionate Mothen 

May 21, 1801. 
I WOULD fain begin to hope, that my children are 
now on, or near, the green fields of Albion. Many 
a severe gale has agitated them, and tried their faith 
and confidence before this day. But as he who sitteth 
on the clouds, commanding and governing the elements, 
is their own God in Covenant, who loves them, careth 
for them, and perfects what concerns theni ! I hope they 
have had much of his presence : I hope they have found, 
even on the boisterous ocean, amidst the horrors of the 
swelling deep, agitated with winds and tempests, all things 
necessary to life and godliness in these great and precious 
promises, accompanied by divine power, by which they 
are made partakers of divine life^ and escape the pollu- 
tion that is in the world through lust. I hope they are en- 
riched in experience,, and advanced in the divine life, by 
all they have suffered, and all they have tasted ^ of dl\v5\^^ 
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support in their flnfferiDgs ; that Christ is still more 
precious, his word more tried, and ^ir confidence in 
him more established : if so, great is their gain. And 
oar darling J. being a sharer in the suffering, shall, 
at her God's hand, be also a gainer, though it be not 
cTident to our perception. O how rich is the Chris- 
tian 1 how inexhaustible his portion ! his table is ever 
furnished, his cup ever flill ; aH is blessing, no curse 
mingled ; that our Sur etj took to himself ; prosperity 
and adrersity, sickness and health, light and darkness, 
all, all, shall bless us, work for our good, turn to our 
profit, and end in the glory of God, and our unspeak- 
able, inconceivable happiness. 

I have been here a week yesterday; all vegetable 
nature glows and shines in the perfection of beauty ; 
flowers, shrubs, trees, grain, grass, falling waters turn- . 
ing the busy mill, the bubbling brook trotting on its way 
to the ocean, fit emblem of eternity, all glorify their 
Creator ; and although no such birds as, in Britain, charm 
the listening ear, we have some sweet chirpers of his 
praise ; and what is wanting to the ear, is made up to 
the eye, for in beauty they excel. 

These I may enjoy ; with these hold communion ; 
for, oh ! spiritUid death holds ail within these walk in dis- 
mal bondage ; not one symptom of life appears, but deatli, 
as the dry bones in the valley of vision^ Why do I not 
wrestle more for the Spirit to breathe on them. 1 do 
pray : but Oh ! formal I formal ! 

June 17, 1801. 

MY DEAR CHILPREN, 

Difficult it is for me to exercise patience ; the 
2dd of this month will make three months since you 
waved the handkerchief, on board the Mars off the Bat- 
tery. I had made up my mind not to give way to ex- 
pectation, short of three months ; they are nearly past.; 
how many events take place in that space of time ! how 
many duties ought to be performed ! how many sins are 
really committed ! how guilty to wish to annihilate the 
time that a certain event may come round ! every mo- 
ment of which we must account for, and one moment of 
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which we canaot recall. Much has passed over your 
heads io that time ; much you have seen ; much you have 
suffered ; much, perhaps, also enjoyed : for the Lord can 
give songs in the night, and in a dungeon. * Surely ^his 
salvation is near to them that fear him' — ^to them th^re is 
no want. The Lord is their Shepherd, he feedeth them 
in green pastures, beside the gently flowing waters ; if 
they wander, he restore th them, perhaps with the rod, 
but it is the rod of love ; they need not be afraid to en- 
ter even the valley of the shadow of death ; their shep- 
herd is with them, and his rod (rod of support) and staff 
shall comfort them. I hope this has been a piofitable 
time to you both ; that you have seen more of the evO of 
sin, and of your own hearts, their deceitful double turn- 
ings and windings, to cover and conceal the enemy of 
God and your own souls : more of the extent and spirit- 
uahty of the divine law, fulfilled indeed in every jot 
and tittle by your surety ; but still doubly binding on 
you as a rule of life, in the hand of your Redeemer, who 
hath bought you to himself,- and taken you into his own 
hands, that you might be a holy people to himself, deliver- 
ed not merely from the penalty and curse, but from the 
power and indwelling of sin. I hope you have seen 
more of the unsearchable riches of Christ in all he has 
•done, and is now doing for your and his Church's happi- 
ness, and of those exceeding great and precious promises 
by which you are made partakers of the divine life, and 
privileged to escape the pollution that is in the world 
through lust ; more of the faithfulness of God, as a God 
in Christ, pardoning sin, and reconciUng you to himself; 
and day by day, teaching you by his word, Spirit, and 
Providences. O I am but just beginning to see that I am 
blind ; my own character opening upon me as a sinner, 
in heart and tongue, and conduct, against my God, my 
neighbour, and my own soul ; how comes it then, that I 
am at ease in God's world ; in health, Iun peace, in com- 
fort, and all in an extraordinary degree as to temporals . 
and as to spirituals, though grieved with self, my joy in 
Christ also abounds. Oh, Oh, Oh ! can I believe it ? 
what can I say ? what can I render to the Lord for all 
his gifls to me ? Nothing can I, but just take the cup ' 

•u 
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of aalratioDy calling upon the name of the Lord, and re- 
main an eternal dehtor to his grace for spiritoals and 
ten^N>rab. 

lltere is great news from Tennessee, of a remarkable 
concern there ; there is a camp half a mile in length, 
where people haye gathered with their families, and pro« 
vision m waggons, to hear the word of life : miuisterB 
have also assembled from all quarters, and of different 
denominations. One of the missionaries belon^ng to 
the General Assembly writes this, and that the nuinber 
of ministers had increased firom one to nineteen ; that 
when he passed, they had began apon the Sabbath, and 
continued, without separating, nig^t and day, till Tues- 
d^ ; bat say little of this till I write again. There is 
anoUier of less importance, or rather less conspicaoas, 
at Bloomfield, New-Jersey. O pray the Lord of the 
haryest to thnist ont laboorers. 



June 26, 180K 

HT DEAR CHILDREN, 

I NOW heffn to be very anxious ; firiends tell m^, 
that considering the quick passages of yessels coming 
here, while you were going, I ought not to look for let- 
ters 40 soon : it may be so, but still my mind works. 
Howeyer, by this time the Lord^s will is done ; you are 
already in port, on earth or in Heayen. Blessed alter- 
natiye ! Ought I to be sad, who can say, or in Heayen? 
Oh no, I trust grace will be giyen to acquiesce in his 
most blessed wifi ; a most gracious will it Im been to me 
and mine. 

I wrote you in my last, thiit my dear Mr. M- , 

leaves us next month for Britain ; his errand is to state 
the situation of tl^is country, as greatly in want of mi- 
nifters, and the means of educating ministers. Man]^ 
of his people are dissatisfied, as h^ has two congrega- 
tions to supply, and a large family of his own. Why . 
should he be the man ? For my owq part, I think, he is - 
the yery man ; and I am thankfiil to feel a degree of dj^-*^ 
interestedness. Though I loy^ my minister, yalue his ^ 
ministry and his person, I hope the general interest of 
Christ's body is more dear to me, and of infinitely more 
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importance than my private comfort, which, after nU, 1 
do not helieve can suffer by parting cheerfully with its 
apparent food to Christ, who himself is the sum and sub- 
stance of ail that any minister can be instrumental in 
conyeyii^ AH means are alike to him, or no means. I 
therefore rejoice in his will, and pray that the Lord may 
prosper him, give him ' a double portion of his Spirit,' 
and favour in the eyes of all whose influence is necessa- 
ry to advance the Redeemer's kingdom in America. 

Qur friend, Mxb. K — , is gone ; she died suddenly : 
both Mr. and Mrs. T — died at their country seat ; he 
first — she fancied she was getting better. The physi- 
cian advised her not to ride, as she jould not stand the 
fatigue ; she had more faith in air and exercise : the last 
. day she went out, she fainted, getting into the carriage, 
and again, coming out ; and died in the afternoon. She 
lived near us, yet I never saw her, nor offered one 
kind office towards the^-salvation of her soul, which, if 
lost, leaves me not innocent of her blood, and if saved, 
as 1 hope it may be, 'my sinful neglect is not the less. 
What a picture in them of the vanity of all under the 
sun ; and in me of the evil of procrastination, for I 
meant to visit her. O my Saviour ! is this the return I 
make for the millions of pardons, which thou hast past 
on my account ; sparing even the rod, and blessing me 
with health, restored limbs, and mercy on mercy, com- 
fort on comfort? I want words to paint my abomina- 
ble ingratitude, indolence and cruelty ; and yet, O yet, I 
am spared, and my mercies are spared, as far as I know 
— ^but trial may be at hand. Perhaps I write what my 
children may never read. Well, even then mercy, 
mercy shall be my song ; for if so, I sing the song on 
earth, which they sing in Heaven. I am just going to* 
•town to attend, preparation sermon. Our feast is on 
Sabbath. 

Jfdy 17, 1801. 

What shall I render to the Lord for all his mercies ; 

mercies temporal, mercies spiritual, mercies eternal, 

multiplied mercies ! The one thing that I asked of the 

Lof'd has been answered in full, and O; how much add- 
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ed! God himself become my salvation, and the saltk^ 
tion of my house ; how unspeakable the blessing ! Al- 
though chastisement and afOiction were the means of 
correction and sanctification, or even the vengeance 
taken on my inventions, yet as a God, he at the same 
time pardoneth. For oh ! my character is ever the same 
with backsliding Judah, and treacherous Israel. Glory 
to that name which is ever the same, and changeth not. 
' The Lord; the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long- 
suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, forgiving ini- 
quity, transgression and sin. This was his name among 
a stiff-necked people, an idolatrous, ungrateful people ; 
this is his name to ntie alike in character. O how he has 
magnified this name to me, a backslider in heart and 
life ; multiplying pardons while I have multipUed trans- 
gressions : still he has been last with me, healing my 
backsliding ; restoring my soul ; leading me to the open 
fountain ; giving faith to wash, and joy and peace in be- 
lieving ; not only s6, but in this land of drought, this 
vast howling wilderness, this vale of tears, ' where man 
is born to trouble as the sparks fly upwards,' my cup with 
temporal comfort is full and running over ; all his crea- 
tures minister to my comfort, and as days and nights roll 
on, his daily providence adds, and diminishes not. 

I had hardly hoped to see the faces of my children 
again ; for he commanded and raised the stormy windS; 
and lifled up the waves of the sea ; they mounted to 
Heaven, and sunk again to the deep ; death, with all its 
natural horrors, surrounded them ; the deep yawned to 
devour them ; but God, their own God, was at hand, 
their anchor of hope ; their ark of safety ; their hiding 
place, till the calamity was past ; * they cried to him and 
he saved them out of their distresses, he made the storm 
a calm, and the waves thereof still, and brought them to 
the desired haven.' This trouble was not unto death, 
but for the glory of God, and the exercising of your faith, 
for the manifestation of his power and goodness, and the 
enriching of your experience. 

O then ' let us praise the Lord for his goodness and for 
his wonderful works to the children of men. Let us ex- 
ait him in the congregation of his people, and praise' him 
in the assembly of the elders.' ' 
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ftty DEAR CHILDRBir, 

Yours of July 3d, from Glasgow, is to me like cold 
water to the thirsty soul. I thank my dear J— that 
tired and £itigued as she was, she sacrificed her neces- 
sary rest to the relief of her anxious mother. I hope mj 
God did not allow her to be a sufferer ; yet, my dear, two 
sheets were not necessary to my relief, though every 
line in them was interesting. To hear of the attentions 
of our dear countrymen, must be gratifying ; to leara 
that your health permits you to accept of these, more 
so ; to hear of your attention, and that of others, to my 
lonely sister, is soothing. But O, words are wanting £b 
express the delight of my soul, on reading of the Lori's 
goodness to your soul ; in dispensing to you so liberally 
the bread and the water of life : yea, feasting you on the 
dainties of his house, along with his choice favourites, 
giving you to see the good of his chosen, and to rejoice 

m their joy. O my dear J , what hath God done fop 

us in spirituals and in temporals ! his dealings with us 
have not been ordinary. O how stately have been his 
steps in almost all his providences ! I bless my God, witlv 
my whole soul, and all that is within me ; I desire to 
bless him, that while he gave you favour with all, he at- 
tached you most closely to his own, the excellent ones 
cf the earth ; to them he l^d you, with them he fed you, 
giving you credit with them, and a name and place in his 
house. O Lord,, what can thy servant say ? thou art 
thyself^ I AM THAT I AM, is thy name ; wisdom, pow- 
crt justice, goodness, and truth, are thine essential qua- 
lities. But O thy long-suffering, thy patience, thine un- 
speakable mercy, thy pardoning, thy restoring, thy heal- 
ing, thy consoling mercy, is the wonder of wonders ! and 
O, how is the wonder increased, when I consider the ob- 
jects of it ! O now, my dear children, let us live to his 
glory ; surely mercy is his darling attribute, and judg- 
inent his strange work. Eternity will prove too short to 
sing of his mercy; and who ought to sing as loud as we ? 



October 23, 1801. 
Surely, surely, my heart feels grateful for the time^ 

U ^ 
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though this, like every other good motion, will, like the 
monuDg dew, eoon pass away. 

My children not only preserved through the tempestu- 
ous storms that threatened death with circumstances 
shocking to nature ; but my poor sick child preserved 
during a long and fatiguing journey : that journey made 
comfortable, yea, delightful, by the warm reception of 
many kind friends, dear to nature, and many doubly en- 
deared by Grace ; among the last the mother and sis- 
ters of the kindest and best of husbands ; they receiving 
her as their own flesh and blood, as well as their fellow 
member in Christ ; blest with a measure of health to 
enjoy all, and a measure of grace to profit by all ; eying 
by faith the dear invisible hand of a Covenant God — 
preserving, leading, guiding through every step — His 
love the marrow of the whole, and their charter for 
safety, even amidst the dangers of prosperity. Is not 
godliness gain ? profitable for this life, as well as that 
which is to come. What is the portion of the world- 
ling? even in this life, </ shadowy joy, or solid wo," 
wiSiout a balance to the first, or consolation in the last ; 
no sure footing in the one, nor support in the other ; 
distanced from the fountain of happiness by nature, pros- 
perity incrusts their hearts and increases their carnali- 
ty ; nestling in their worldly comforts, they forget they 
are the creatures of a day, fhat an endless eternity lies 
before them, ^nd only the feeble, uncertain thread of life 
between them and that curse under which they were 
, born. Not so the child of God ; all things work toge- 
ther for his good ; all things; his standing is not in him- 
self ; his footsteps are directed by infinite wisdom ; he is 
kept by the power of God, through faith unto salvation. 
Nothing can separate him from the love of God. His life 
Is hid with Christ in God : there is cause to rejoice al- 
ways ; his privileges are boundless, infinite, for God him- 
self is become his salvation. Have we then any cause for 
fear ? Yes, my children, yes ; though nothing can rob us 
of our charter, there is another side to be beheld. In 

• Christ we have all things richly to enjoy, but we have 
not all in possession : what we have is by faith ; all is 

• Sffcured by our Surety for eternity. We shall overcdme 



by the blood of the Lamb : bat by the constitution of 
the Coyenant, we must enter into that rest, that perfect 
rest, through great tribulation. While our eternal sal- 
vation is secured by our Surety, it hath pleased Infinite 
Wisdom to appoint another connexion, which shall exist 
while we remain in these clay tabernacles : even the 
connexion between our steadfastness, consequently our 
comfort, and the means of Grace which he hath appoint- 
ed ; making the first to depend in a great measure on 
our diligent use of the last, insomuch, that a great num- 
ber of the promises are proposed conditionally. Many 
exhortations are given in this view, and also many tlureat- 
enings. < They that wait on the Lord shall renew their 
strength,' &c. ' Seek and ye shall find, dsk and'ye shall 
receive, knock and it shall be opened unto you.' v Abide 
in me ; as the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, no more 
can ye, except ye abide in me.' Close, intimate, near 
comiQunion with God, is to be sought by means of 
prayer, meditation, and reading. If the Christian be 
careful to husband time, and«et apart a portion for God, 
and set about these duties, he will not always miss com- 
munion, and this pirepares him for other duties, and arms 
him against temptation ; as the promise is concerned to 
keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on him. 
f If ye, being evil, know how to give good ^fts to your 
children, how much more will your heavenly Father 
give his 'holy Spirit lo them that ask him.' * So shall 
ye know the Lord, if ye follow on to know him.' 'De- 
light thyself in God, he will give thee the desire of thine 
heart.' . * Neverthdess, I will be inquired of by the 
house of Israel,' &c. ' If his children forsake my laws 
and go astray, I will visit their faults,' &c. * Watch and 
pray, that ye enter not into temptation.' * But thou, 
when thou prayest, enter into thy closet,' &c. ; 'thy 
Father who seetb in secret shall reward thee openly.' 
All is laid before us in the Scriptures, in the view of 
comfort, during our pilgrimage, as well as the certainty 
of our inheritance in the end ; the ground whereon we 
stand, our danger, and the means of safety. See Ephe- 
sians vi. 11. There is provision made in the Covenant 
ibr great comfort, consistent with human frailty and im- 
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perfection : but not with carelessnesi and negligence. 
While, therefore, we rejoice in the Lord, we have good 
reason to join trembling with our mirth. While stand- 
ing high in comfort, to take heed, lest we fall, through 
the deceitfulness of ain. We carry about with us * a bo- 
dy of sin and death ;' *• the Devil, like a roaring lion, go*- 
eth about seeking whom he may devour.' ' We wrestle 
ixot with flesh and blood, but with principahties and pow- 
ers,' &c. &c. We Uve in a world lying in wickedness ; 
the csqptives of sin and Satan exerting every &cu\tj to 
banish all thoughts of God, death, and eternity ; con* 
triving with unwearied industry, and amazing ingenuity, 
new gratifications for bedy and mind in endless variety, 
-suited to all constitutions, all tempers and dispositions, 
and to those in all circumstances. Of these, the most 
rational, ape the most subtle, and in the hand of the 
enemy the most calculated to keep men ignorant of 
diemselves, their misery, and of die great salvation : 
and, alas ! by these he often spoils unwary Christians, 
who, though heirs of heaven, heirs of God, and joint 
lieirs with Christ, are^ during their minority, anliject to 
like passions wiUi them, and ever in danger of being 
spoiled of their comforts when off their guard. 

With the people of the world. Christians have iimch 
■to do : they are fellow members of society with them ; 
they have many duties to perform to them, with them, 
and by them ; many of the things of the world are ne- 
cessary to them, many of its pleasures lawful ; &r * the 
earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof,' and he gives 
them of it, ias his wisdom sees good for them. That 
which he gives them they gather in the same raamier, 
wid in sociehr, with the world, by industry and diligence 
in their lawuil calling and business. Keeping near tfaie 
Captain of salvation, and armed in his whohs armour, 
they are seie. When off their guard, the vigilant enemy 
gains some advantage, and they get into trouble. O how 
many gracious names our dear Redeemer has assumed 
in his word, for our comfort, our meditation, our spiritu- 
al exercise ! how pleasant and delightAil in the tight of 
his countenance to analyze them f Beside the names pe- 
culiar to himself as God man ; how many has he cop** 
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descended to take from among men, and the natural com- 
forts and safe-guards of men ! Our Shepherd, our Rock» 
our Ark, all the relations in life, and erids with our All 
in all. But I must have done, that I may tell jou that 
goodness and mercy follow us in this family also. 

December 7, 180 J. ' 
I HAVE received my dear J — 's three letters from 
Dingwall : fresh matter of praise to our Covenant God. 
You have had your season of afOiction ; and now yoa 
have a season of refreshing, a resting-time. The cup 
of the Christian is always more or less mixed. Your af^ 
flictions have ever been mixed with much mercy, and 
now your season of rest is also mixed. I well know 
that no temporal comfort can compensate the absence of 
your jastly beloved D — , nor can any object but your 
'God render it bearable. He, however, who is the God 
of both, who goes with him and stays with you, can, not 
only support, but comfort. The omniscient, the omni- 
present, the omnipotent God, is our God, and the God of 
our house ; all that he is, is ours to blesij us. * Behold, 
God is become our salvation.' Every endearing name 
known among men, he takes to himself to inspire us with 
pleasing confidential love ; every name that connects the 
idea of protection, to keep our minds in quiet peace, in 
the assurance of safety. Father, Husband, Brother^ 
Friend, Prophet, Priest, King, Physician, Help, Healthy 
Ldght, Life, Counsellor, Guide, Sanctuary, Anchor. But 
I should fill my sheet. I said it all at first : God is ours 
and ours with the knowledge of all our backslidings 
which he heals ; our wanderings, which he restores, and 
our sins, which be forgives ; one of his names is the God 
of pardons, Mercy is his darling attribute, that in which 
he delights. Are we not his witnesses ? What has our 
whole life been, but sin, backslidings, and wanderings 1 
what have his dealings with us been, but pardons, heal- 
ings, restorations ? Therefore we remain, as at this day, 
with our desires towards him, and our faces Zion- wards. 
What he hath begun he will perfect, and in a little while 
our eyes shall behold him, our hearts shall enjoy him, 
^ we shall be like him, and see him as he is.' 
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DeceMer 26, 1801. 

I EEJOicx over my dear children, tod bless our gra- 
cious God that he has led them a sweet 'and most de- 
lightful sojourning among his churches, animating their 
spirits by their mutual communion ; blessing them, and 
I hope making them blessings. I pray the Lord may- 
make our dear D. an instrument among others of spread- 
ing his Gospel, building op hi»-Church,and pulling down 
the strong holds of Satan : and\hat you may be in your 
place a help meet for him, in this as in every thing else. 
May' the Lord choose his path, and direct his steps, and 
yours with him. Women were helpers of the apostles 
and others in Paul's days : at the same time care must 
ever be taken not to obtrude in any respect. I pray 
that you may be kept spMtual and humble : eminence 
in God's service is truly desirable, if the heart be kept 
humble. If the Lord open the eyes to behold more of 
the extent and spirituality of his law, the holiness and 
purify of hjv nature, the evil of sin, and its contrariety 
to all that i? God ; and if he turn the eyes inward to 
the hidden corruptions of the heart, when it is evident 
to the soul that all is of Grace, then may eminent ser* 
vices be safe. 

' I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes,' waa^ 
the exercise of Job, and justly so. Job, who was eyes 
toihe blind, and feet to the lame, a father to the poor^ 
and the cause which he knew not, he searched it out ; 
when the ear heard him, it blessed him ; when the eye 
saw him it gave witness to him; who withheld not the 
poor from his desire, nor catised the eye of the widow 
to fail ; the stranger did not lodge in the street, but he 
opened his door unto the traveller ; all this was true as 
far as the external act, and as he then thought, with a 
proper temper of heart, (benevolence.) Job could 
justify himself before his fellow-sinners, blind like him- 
self : but when God comes to deal with him, how dif- 
ferent his views ! then it was, ' Behold I am vile, what 
shall I answer thee ? 1 will lay my hand on my mouth, 
and my mouth in the dust' Even, with the very best, 
there is cause for this exercise, could we see in the same 
light. How deceitful is the human heart! how unfaith- 
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ful the conscience ! bow little do we know of the sins 
of our daily walk ! We are called to watch and pray,, 
that we enter not into temptation ; to walk with God in 
close intimate communion : * whether we eat or drink, 
to do all to his glory.' To consult him in all the afl^rs 
of life, narrowly obserying his providence in connexion 
with our circumstances ; weighing all in his presence, 
requesting him to determine our wiUs, and direct our 
steps. We ought not to say * we will go into such a 
city,' and do this or that ; but * if the Lord will.' How 
inconsistent our conduct with these rules ! How often 
do haste, rashness, precipitation, and self-will, accom- 
pany our detenpinations and movements ! and how often 
does his goodness and wisdom overrule our folly ; save 
us from our own pits, and prevent the evil that might 
be expected I At no time does he deal with us as we sin, 
though sometimes he stands by and allows us a taste of 
our folly : then we are in trouble, we dig our pits and 
fall into them, but we cannot deliver ourselves. O 
what a God ! who, even at such a tim£, calls by his sure 
word. * Call on me in the time of trouble, I will deUver 
thee, and thou shalt glorify mf name ; thou hast destroy- 
ed thyself, but in me is thy help.^ Blessed help ! mercy 
to pardon, goodness to restore, wisdinii to guide, faith- 
fulness to carry through and perfect what concerns us , 
overruling our very follies, and causingthem to teach 
us to profit. This is God's way, according to many de- 
clarations of himself in his word, and experience of all 
his redeemed. 

Blessed then is the man that trusteth in the Lord ; 
they, truly, are a blessed people whose God Jehovah is. 

Ffhruary, 1802. 

Mt DEAR, Btr BELOVED CHILDREN, 

I TRUST th^ Lord is you^ support ; I know you 
are in trouble ; it cannot be, th^t opportunities have been 
wanting all this tinie ; nov can it be that my children 
hgve been negligent : no,, no; it would be a sad enough 
hope ; but I cannot suppose it My children are in trou- 
Ue, they could not write that they were otherwise, and 
^Jierefore remain silent, until thev can write the if*s.ue. 
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It is proper, and sure the Lord feeds me with cOmibrt. 

the comfort of knowing that the Almighty God is their 
own reconciled Father by an everlasting Covenant I 
Christ the Mediator and Surety ; Christ their Advocate^ 
Brother and Friend ; the Holy Ghost, their Teacher^ 
Guide and Comforter. It cannot be ill with my dear 
children, who are also God's dear children. My Father, 

1 know it. Thou chastenest for their profit. I know 
not where they are, nor how they fare. I know not 
what to ask for them ; but thou art every where present, 
thine eye is upon them, and thou knowest all their wants, 
and all their burdens, all their bereavements, or what- 
ever tries them. O let thy sensible presence be with 
them ! open wide the leaves of that New Testament in 
Christ's blood, and let them read their rich legacy, their 
unsearchable riches in Christ ! give them confidence in 
thy wisdom and goodness, and sweet acquiescence in alt 
thy dealings with them. Thou hast spared in mercy, 
perhaps now thou hast taken in mercy ; yes, thy tender 
mercies are over all thy works, and a large ingredient 
in every cup thou puttest into the hand of thy children^ 

it is well, it is well ! 

Since writing the above, I have received my dear D.'» 
letter, second copy, by the way of London. The Lord 
is your God, and the God of your seed. John the Bap- 
tist leaped in the womb, when the salutation of Mary 
sounded in his mother's ears ; he was then a living sout, 
and an heir of salvation at that moment. If your babe 
was conceived in sin by the first Covenant, he is an heir 
of Grace by the second. Think it not hard ; no, you do 
not think it hard, that you have conceived him in sick- 
ness, carried him in sickness, and suffered the pangs of 
birth without the succeeding joy to make you forget your 
anguish. All this shall be for the glory of God, and that 
is what you seek ; believe it now, you shall see it soon. 

1 do sympathize ; my fond heart had embraced a sweet 
babe added to the family, for one taken. The Lord has 
taken this also ; it is his due ; I shall soon leave the mor- 
tal, and join the immortal ; five have joined the head, six 
remain ; and one I know nothing of, more than that I cast 
him on the Lord, and look for mercy. I thank my God 
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that he gave you the grace of resignatioD, and supported 
jou in the solitary confinement. Alas ! my child, did 
you listen for the voice of your babe ? Oh, what a sus- 
pense I but let rae stop— he had reached maturity ere 
that time ; without the fight, obtained the victory ; he is 
of * the travail of the Redeemer's soul ; children are 
God's heritage, the fruit of the womb his reward.' Rest 
then in the Lord ; this is to. his glory, both without and 
within your soul. 

May 26, 1802. 

MT DEAR CHILDREN, 

Here am I in my little room, surrounded with every 
comfort, and as the provision of ijiy God, I value all ; but 
there lies the chief, my BihUy the testament of my dying, 
risen, ascended, reigning Saviour, bequeathing to me 
eternal life, executed in full, and made as sure as the 
promise and oath of God can make it. The influences of 
the Holy Ghost on my mind, taking of the things of Christ, 
and showing them unto me ; opening wide the leaves 
of that new Testament, in which I read unsearchable 
riches, and my title to them sure ; yes, sure, even to me, 
a base idolatrous Gentile, a rebel against the eternal 
King ; my Creator, Preserver, Provider ; a backslider 
in heart and in life. What has such a one to do with a 
holy God ? Oh ! because he hath said, only return ; and 
he himself hath turned me, chastened, convinceu, r<^ 
stored, comforted. * His ways are not as our waj^s, nor 
his thoughts as our thoughts ; but as the heavens are 
above the earth, so are his ways above our ways, and 
his thoughts high above our thoughts,' and his plans 
above our conception. For although it is for ever true, 
that * he is of purer eyes than to behold evil, and can- 
not look on iniquity ;' that his law has announced a 
curse upon the transgressor who keepeth it not in ev^ery 
jot and tittle ; it is for ever true, that this God is unchange- 
able in his nature and purposes. What he hath said, 
that will he do. It is for ever true, that I ana all I have 
said, and worse, a sinner in heart, tongue, and practice. 
Yet am I a beloved child, ajustified one, an heir of God. 
Here is the testament, here is my charter with the seal 

X 
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of God upon it — Jesus ! thbu art the Secret of the Lord I 
thoa art the Lion of the trihe of Judah, the root and off- 
spring of David ! Thou hast prevailed to open this book 
of secrets, to loose the seven seals, and lay open its 
mysteries. Thou, Lamb of God, the appointed, and 
anointed, to the great work ! In our room, and in our 
nature, thou hast sustained the curse. Thou hast obey- 
ed the law ; thou hast drunk the last drop of the last 
▼ial of that wrath, which would have sunk my soul in 
the endless depths of misery ; and I never could have 
expended one drop, but sunk deeper and deeper under 
it. O not unto me, not unto ministers, not unto anj 
creature be the praise. As for me, I am, in a word, 
all that is vile in-myself ; ministers, providences^ afflic 
tions, are just what God makes them ; without his bless 
ing they will not only pass without profiting, but Satan 
and corruption will make them ministers to themselves. 
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, for he has ro^leemed 
me with his blood. Worthy is the Lamb to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and ho- 
nour, and glory, and blessing — ^to him, to him alone, be 
the praise ; who, of an heir of hell, hath made an heir 
of heaven, by a substitutional righteousness wrought out 
m his own person : mine by free gift, unshackled with 
the shadow of a condition, in which I am completely 
justified. To this work let nothing be added, with this 
work let nothing be mixed. 

There is another work going on by the same Spirit 
of truth ; also his purchase and gift — Sanctification. In 
this, I am called to occupy, watch, strive, fight. Life 
is given ; means of support and growth provided ; wea 
pons of warfare; — all things necessary to life and godli- 
ness : these are promised to the diligent use of means ; 
and poverty, stagnation, discomfort, threatened to the 
indolent. • O how sovereign and gracious has my God 
been in his dealings with me in this respect also. For a 
sluggard have I been in the days of youth, and the prime 
of life ; yet to me hath he given the comforts promised 
onlv'to th* diligent. Here I sit on the verge of three- 
score , my heart in some good measure loosened from 
the world, although in full possession of it. Health, 



ease, plenty, elegance, friendship, respectabilihr; old 
age welcome, death unstang, become a familiar Iriend : 
the messenger of my Father to fetch me home to those 
mansions which my Redeemer has taken possession of 
in my name. My hope is strong for my ofi&pring, now 
my only care. I leave my fatherless children on the 
Lord, he has promised to save them aUve. Stately have 
been his steps of mercy towards them already, and he 
saved them from, their mother's snares ; he heard add 
answered my prayers, for his name's sake, and over* 
ruled my practices ; he is my God, and the God of my 
seed ; the God of my seed's seed to the latest genera- 
tion ; my cup is full of comfort, temporal and spiritual. 

praise him, praise him, for he is your God, and the 
God of your seed also ! 

June 4, 1802. * 
Making allowances for the difference of time, and sup- 
posing my dear children in health, all about them is in 
a racket. This is his majesty's birth-day ; you have no 
doubt, on the above supposition, been drinking his health, 
and are at this moment, perhaps, set in some social com- 
pany, by invitatioivto honour the anniversary, to repeat 
the wish of long life, health, and comfort to the lawful 
sovereign of Britain. 

Here sit I in my dear little room, with a lovely 
landscape in view ; B— M.'s park in relvet verdure ; 
the full grown trees scattered thin to display the carpet, 
and in full foliage ; the clump of willows weeping to 
the very ground, with a gentle wave, agitated by the 
zephyr ; while the other trees keep their firm majestic 
posture : the Hudson river covered with vessels crowd- 
ed with sail to catch the scanty breeze ; some sweet 
little chirpers bring in the ear for its share of pleasure. 

1 think, I never heard any little warbler in this land, 
sing so sweet as those which now salute my ear : 

** These are thy glorious works, Parent of good.*' 

Can all the philosophic ingenuity of London, this even- 
ing, produce such a scene ? The gardens no doubt will 
be glorious, but the ground-work is also God's : but. 
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why say I that in particular ? all is his : the venr notes 
that warhle through so many guilty throats are his crea- 
tion ; all the art of man cannot add to their numher 
Sweet bird, thy notes are idnocent, O how sweet! Love* 
ly trees ! ye who stand erect, and ye who weep and 
^ave ; I wish no brighter scene. The shadows length- 
en fast, so do yours and mine, my sovereign :* a few, a 
very few anniversaries, and we must change the scene ; 
change to where no courtiers flatter ; no false meteors 
blaze : where shadows flee away, realities appear, and 
nothing but realities will stand in any stead. 

O may we meet ! for me, I nothing have, I nothing 
am. But one there is, who was, and is, all that the mind 
of saint or angel can conceive of glory and of happi- 
ness ; and he is mine, and I am most blessed. Length- 
en OU; ye shadows, until all is shadow on these orbs of 
flesh. Then, O then, 

" Mj captive soul set free 
** From cloegish earth wnich oft has made me sigh, 
. " Ascends me eternal hills, as seen to see, 
" As known to know, and grasp the Deity." 



1802 
Our friend B — , has now proved how far it is safe 
to leave the fate of eternity unsettled, ^e is gone to 
the state of the dead ; with whom his soul is gathered, 
He only knows, whose mercy none ought to limit : he is 
gone to his own place ; if without a surety-righteousness, 
which he sought not after in health, we know where that 
place is : but after reading of a thief on the cross, nothing 
with God is impossible. My mind is much impressed, 
that sentence rings in my ears, so often repealed — *' I 
am determined to do aU the good I can and leave the 
rest to God. I have no time to search." Oh! oh ! one 
thing is needful. . 

" Life's a folly, age a dream, 
Borne along me common stream ; , 
Earth's a bubble light as air, 
If my rest be center'd there. 
How can that be solid joy 
Which a moment may destroy.*' 

* Mrs. Grahun received a pension o a British officer's widow tintil 
her death. 
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Mr. B — waa seized wi& the fever in its most malig- 
nant form ; for him, every genius was exerted, and the 
medical store ransacked for the healing balsam, bat In 
vain. The Ju4ge calls for the soal, and the body must, 
at his command, dislodge its tenant ; how awful, if no 
surety was at hand, if he must stand naked — we know 
the rest ; did I say, we know ? O no ; what can we know 
of that wrath which in the garden of Gethsemane, when 
no murderous hand was near, High Priest, Council nor 
Cross, wrung the blood through every pore of the pure, 
the innocent Lamb of God, supported by Godhead. ' If 
such things were done in the green tree, what shall be 
done in the dry ?' 

I'D THE SAME IN NEW-YORK. 

Boston^ August^ 1800. 
1 YESTERDAY reccived my dear J — 's letter, whicn 
gives fresh cause for thankfulness. The more my ab- 
sence is lengthened, the less I am able to support the 
want of intelligence. Let us bless God together for all 
his mercies ; among those which are temporal, health is 
the chief; and 1 believe to most mothers it is more 
valued in their children, than in their own persons. I 
rejoice with you over our restored J — ^y. O that our 
Covenant God may give the more important blessing of 
divine life. You had need to be importunate for this, 
after the importunity exercised for natural life. I thank 
God also for the alleviation of your own distress, for 
our dear D — 's restoration from complaints, less alarm- 
ing so far as they existed, but which might have been 
the seeds of serious affliction. I could go on enumera- 
ting, for causes of thankfulness crowd into my mind : 
but all are swallowed up in the grand mercy, the dis- 
tinguishing mercy of redeeming love to our souls. Sal- 
vation, not only to me, but to my house V Oh ! all words 
fail here. Read over with me, sing with me, in your 
heart, the ciii. Psalm. O my God, dare I even sigh in 
thy presence, under any temporary pain, or hurt of body 
or mind, with such a Father, such a Christ, such a Com- 
forter, such a richly furnished well-ordered Covenant, 
Aucli a constitution of Grace and Providence : such an 

X 2 



250 LETTERS. 

All in all, even aU the fulness of God ! My God and the 
God of my seed, the God of mj house ; yea, and the 
God of my prodigal, who shall in heaven, if never on 
earth, join the song, ' To him that loved us, an4 washed 
OS from our sins in his own blood, be glory, honour, do- 
minion, power, and praise, for ever and ever.' Amen.' 
O shall a murmur ever pass these lips, shall this unthank- 
fol heart indulge even a sigh over any object but sin ; 
shall I shrink from any cross with such a crown ? 

Father, glbrify thy name. 

I have been to church ; the subject, * Be not weary in 
well doing.' Many argument^ for exertion, all jiist, but 
very little gospel furniture. O that my friends could 
hear our shepherd ; he would sound his Master's voice 
more in unison with their own heart's experience, and 
views of new Covenant provision and iGrospel motives,; 
except in the Baptist congregations, the Gospel is nuich 
mutilated here, and kept out of sight even by the fpw 
who are supposed to build upon it. It appears to me, 
only Dr. M. — declares boldly according to his views 
without keeping back ; he is esteemed their only cham- 
pion : I love him dearly, though he uses the word pro- 
, bation, and one or two others, which my dear, and first 
in my heart, as a pastor, J. M — likes not. 

Sabbath next brings round your — I will add my Gos- 
pel feastl I will endeavour to meet you to-morrow 
evening, and to have you all on my heart, then and on 
the Sabbath, in that one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
one Spirit, one God and Father of all, who is above all, 
through all, and in all the redeemed to himself by Jesus 
Christ ; and his sanctified by that one Spirit uniting all.. 
What subjects ! I cannot attain to the comprehension, 
but I experience their truth, and enjoy the comfort of 
them. 

BelvUhf September 2,. 1808 

MY DEAR J — , 

You have indeed had a trying time, what with pain, 
what with circumstances. If ever you needed a friend, 
it was at such a time. I trust the time is not very dis- 
tant, when you shall be blessed with your own dear bus- 
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band, wlio yfiHl 900th your psiiois, and sweeten you 
cares^ and lead you to ca^t theija on the Lord, an4 lean 
where he himself leans. 

There is a rest prepared for the people of God e^en 
here, could we oiij^ enter in. No eduction for the pre-> 
S,ei^t is joyous, hut grieyous ; nevertheless, they yield the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness to them who are daily 
exercised by them. Every afiliction has a language, ana 
ought to be a searching, trying time, thatit may not past 
without profit. This has a particular lapguage to me, as 
well as to you. Your husband's long absence drawing to 
a hopeful end ; the days of anxious expectation arrjived^ 
when every hour will seem a day, "and * hope deferred 
maketh the heart sick.^ No nurse while sick. If ever 
a mother could be of use, it must be at such a time ; yet 
is she absent from you in providence. You have ' a 
Friend that sticketh closer than a brother ;' though * fa* 
ther and mother' might ' forsake you, the Lord will take 
you up.' That friend is ever near, no circuBistances 
embarrass him, or prevent his attentions ; his eye i^ on 
you every moment- — he knows and feels your every 
pang. There is a need-be at times, that we be in heavi- 
ness, through manifold temptations ; but the Lord knows 
how to work with us and them. O for the steady, abid- 
ing belief of this in my own soul ! much 1 need the 
consolation which I offer. 1 do believe that he will 
work, and none shall let. 1 do believe that the vefy 
hairs of our head are numbered, and a sparrow cannot 
fall without, him; that he will work according to the 
counsel of his will, and none can turn aside his purpose, 
and that very fruitless is my anxiety. O to be able to. 
say, in the full sense of the words, as given by our divine 
Teacher, ' Thy will be done on earth as it is in Hea- 
ven.' This is Entering into rest; rest in the will of 
God. While 1 groan, 1 ought to sing : for my own par- 
ticular soul, 1 have all and abound ; a throne of grace ; 
an Advocate with the Father ; no inconsiderable share 
of the spirit of prayer : ' The Spirit helping my in- 
firmities with groanings which cannot be uttered.' A 
sense of pardoning love, some evidences of success in 
sny spiritual warfare, assurance of final victpiy, my, 



252 UTTERS. 

mufliomi ia view, often rery near ; mj biesaed £tig^ 
me in Jordan, who yirfXL diTide the waters, 



support my head and heart, and carry me aafelj throng. 

O world, world ! much hare I soflfered for the court I 
have paid to thee ! Let my children take warning ; let 
diem keep a jealoos eye over their hearts. All widiout 
may be fair, may bring praise from men, yea, even from 
Christians ; yet may the spouse of Jesus be living in 
adultery. O let them watch ' the lust of the eye, the 
lust of the flesh, and the pride of life.' Let them watch 
in respect to lawful things — ^idols were made of the 
very trees of Lebanon. If our purest blessing? occupy 
that place in our affections, or that portion of our time 
which should be devoted to spiritual exercises : Oh, 
tihe loss ! Our husband expects our company, (Oh ! has 
he not wooed us with his very heart's blood ?; private, 
secret, confidential communion, with bolted doors, all 
other objects excluded ; his own gifts not excepted. He 
expects spiritual love, a whole heart. At such times he 
brings his spouse * into the banqueting-house, and his 
banner over her is love ; he stays her with flagons, 
and comforts her with apples while she is sick of love.' 
I sufler my pen to run, because I know I write not 
mystery to you. You have tasted, you have felt, you 
have enjoyed all, and more than I can put in words. O 
my dear J — , I think the fault is ours, that we enjoy not 
oftener such seasons ; we leave neither room nor time, 
nor do we use the means ; neither do we follow out melt< 
ing seasons. Read in this view the 6th of the Song ; 
see also the invitation in the ii. and ix. to the end. O 
my J--^ ! shall youthful prime, sensibility and ardour, be 
all expended on the very best of his creatures ; or is it 
only in the time of espousals, that such seasons are ex« ' 
p'erienced ? 



TO Mr. a. D— , Edinburgh. 

New-York, 1793. 
I HAVE just been reading over my dear friend's pre- 
dous letters, and am refreshed anew by the 4!ame 
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truths, a^d unifgrm exp^rieoc^ of ereiy Christiaii ; 
which all amounts to this, that the Lord is the portion 
of bis people, and that whom he loves, h^ loves to the 
end. Mv soul melts with tenderness, when I recol- 
lect my tellow-travellers in the wilderness j ^pse dear 
associates with whom I have »o often taken sweet coun- 
sel ; who so oflen comforted me with the ftame coipforts 
which they themselves were comforted with« I am 
also led to recollect some who have finished their war- 
fare ; some whose trials were sharp and long ; but who, 
through the same Grace ^n which we trust, were stead- 
fast to the end ; and now inherit a crown of life — ^the 
reward of Grace, not of debt. 1 feel strengthened and 
coGoforted. My dear Q — , I should have thought it an 
honour to have dressed that clay out of what the Lord 
gave me, and with my own hands. O how bright does 
the ^oul now shine in that Ene linen, clean and white ! 
Many, many, were the tears she shed in the wilderness. 
She had a djsep draught of the Redeemer's cup, because 
she was to be made very like hi^n ; and she is now like 
him, for she sees him as he is, and shares in his glory. 
Her lot here was humble, but her place now is not so , 
the tord wilj {ionour her humble suffering, patience 
and fove, as highly as tho^e who mov^d in a higher 
jsphere. I have oftep wished to be near her at her de- 
pairture, b^t that honour was reseryed fpr yop. I re- 
joice to he;^r your children are promising ; 1 think it 
is the greatest comfort a parent can enjoy in this 
worljd. 1 haye a large shijire of it, ip my three daugh- 
ters ; hut n^y prodi^ is not coqoe to hiiQself ; he still 
feeds on hu^ks, nor thinks of the pl^Qty in his Father's 
house. 1 had great hope^ last wipter ; I beard he had 
been very ill, in consequence of very severe treatment 
from his captain. The Lord has been emptying him 
.from vessel to vessel, and I haye l|een waiting the i$- 
fi4&; but n^ne eyes almost fail, and my spirit frets, be- 
cause I kpow the Lord can, and no other cap. I have 
j^eat hopes' top, that Gpd*« tipie vf\\] con^e. I am also 
satis&ed that it will be the best tipae ; bpt still I cry, O 
•how long ! My dear friends, I think 1 would recommend 
jt to you to keep joj^ cbilivev^ about yoq. No other 
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had erer the mfiuence over him that I had ; and 1 1*6- 
gret that I did not hring him with me. Mrs. Stevenson, 
Jessy, who was so very delicate, is muth under the 
i:od ; hut she kisses it, and turns to him who appoints 
it. My two young ones, a^e sweet, obedient, diligent 
girls : my word is as much a law, as when they were 
^even years of age. This also is of God ; and to him 
I look for their continuing, and for my prodigal's return. 
Our young Timothy, J. M — ^is a perfect champion for 
the Gospel of Jesus : the Lord has well girded him, and 
largely endowed him ; he walks closely with God, and 
speaks and preaches like a Christian of long experience : 
he was ordained about two months ago in his father *s 
Church, and a few weeks after married a lady of emi- 
nent piety, and preached all the day, both the Sabbath 
"before and after : no levity, no novel^, made the small- 
est appearance in word or gesture, which is not always 
the case with the best at such times. There is not a 
Church in New-York whose discipline is ps strict, nor 
one which has so many communicants. He is reckoned 
a lad of great talents, and an orator ; and many, of even 
the idle and careless, go to hear him. A few Sabbaths 
'ago, he preached from these words, ' I am determined ' 
to know nothing among you but Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified.' After proving that all the Scriptures, from 
the beginning of Genesis to the end of Revelations, 
pointed to Christ and his great work of redemption ; 
and, asserting that that sermon could not be called the 
"Gospel of which He was not the subject, he spoke home 
to his audience, and told them that this, through the aid 
of Divine Grace, was his firm purpose, to dwell on re* « 
deeming love. He was sure no subject would be wel- 
come to any Christian, where Christ was not to be 
found ; nor would any such subject ever convert a sin- 
ner ; and, therefore, if any were about to take their 
place there, expecting to hear any new or strange thing, 
let them not disappoint themselves. Oh ! for a thank-^ 
ful heart ! the Lord has indeed done wonders for me 
and mine ; and blessed be his name for this mercy also, 
that in a remarkable manner, by a strange concurrence 
of circumstances, he hedged me in to become a member 
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of this con^egatioD, where I am led and fed with the 
same truths which nourished my soul in Zion^s gates^ 
at Edinburgh ; and I am helped to sing the Lord's song 
in a foreign land. Often have I been tempted to hang 
my harp upon the willow, when Zion I thought- on : 
but this was, and sometimes stiU is, my sin and ingrati- 
tude : for I ought to build houses, and plant vineyards, 
and seek the good of the land ; for he has a small vine- 
yard here which he waters and cultivates, and I ought 
to labour therein, and do whatsoever my hand find^th 
to do, with diligence ; and say, ' the earth is the Lord's 
and the fulness thereof; heaven is his throne, the earth 
his footstool,' and he fills all things, and all places — 
* what aileth thee, Hagar V O what a God of mercy is 
pur God! Oflen has he hailed me in some such lan- 
guage : ' what aileth thee ?' why is thy countenance 
sad ? am not I better to thee than ten friends ? Then' 
has he turned my heart to him, made me feel myself 
close to him ; he has suffered me to lean on his bosom, 
hang on his arm, and lisp out, Abba, ^t such blest mo- 
ments, I have thought the whole earth but one point, 
and from that to heaven but one step, and thie time be- 
tween but as one moment ; and my company here suffi- 
cient to satisfy me by the way. At such blest moments, 
I have felt perfect, full, entire satisfaction with all that 
God is, all that he does ; and could trust him fully with 
all my concerns, spiritual, temporal, and eternal. But, 
alas ! by and by, like a peevish child,, I begin to fret, 
wish this, wish that ; grieve for this ; grieve for that ; 
fear this ; fear that ; stagger, stumble, fall. O what a 
God of patience and long-suffering ! and O how rich that 
well-ordered Covenant, that provides suitable grace /or 
all these unsteady seasons ! It is my greatest consolation 
that the Lord knows it all. There are times when I 
cannot see him, but every moment he sees. me. I 
I should fall off and leave him, but he holcls me fast, and 
never leaves me. O blessed plan, where God secures 
us, in safety, even from ourselves ! We have not only 
destroyed ourselves, and he has been our help ; but we 
are ever destroying ourselves, and still, and still, he re- 
If ws this help. 
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WeD, what shaD we say ? Father, glorify thy name, 
and let US' lie in thy hand, as clay in the potter's, till 
tbon finish thy wo^maaship, and fit us vessels of mer- 
cy, to be filed brim-full of happiness, when thou shalt 
hare done thy good pleasure in us, and by us, in this 
world, through the grace that is in Christ Jesus, who 
lored us, and gave himself for us ; to whom be glory, 
honour, and pradse in the Church below, and in the 
general assembly above, now and ever. Amen. 

My love, my heart's love, to my dear Mrs. D — . 
I am ever your affectionate friend, 
In the bonds of the Gospel, 

ISABELLA GRAHAM. 



To Mrs. O — ^ Edinburgh. 

J^eW'Yorky 1793. 

I RECEIVED both my dear friend's letters, arid I thank . 
you for remembering me. Yod cannot miss to know, 
that any thing, however trifling, from a friend at a dis- 
tance is pleasant ; but it is no trifle to learn, not only 
that you are well, but that you are still of the same mind 
with regard to your heavenly course and prospects. 

My dear friend, you and I have advanced a great 
way through the wilderness, since we parted; and I> 
know, and am persuaded, that we are both in exact pro- 
jyortion, near the haven of our hopes. This persuasion 
is not founded upon any confidence I have in myself, or 
in my purposes of holdmg on. No, my friend, the longer 
I live, the more I am convinced that I stand by Grace ; 
andxould I believe that the Lord would ever let go his 
hold of me, and let loose fny own corruptions, and the 
enemy to traffic ivith them, and deceive me by them, I 
could believe, that I could lie, steal, commit murder, and 
do all that human wickedness ever practised ; but, bless- 
ed, ever blessed, be our divine Shepherd ! He is our 
keeper, who has promised that < sin shall not have domin- ' 
ion over us ;' and for this very reason, * that we are not 
under the krw, but under Qrace.' Here is the ground 
of our confidence, that we shall persevere and finish our 
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course safely, and, perhaps, honourably too, before the 
world : though this is not always the case. , My dear 
friend, let us eyer keep sight of our Keeper and Leader, 
and fear nothing. I will tell you something for your 
comfort, ana for your encouragement ; it may also serve 
for your conOrmation ; I tell it you in confidence. It is 
now» 1 think, thirty-five years since I simply, but so- 
]emn\jy accepted of the Lord's Christ, as God's gift to 
a lost world. I rolled my condemned, perishing, cor- 
rupted soul upon this Jesus, exhibited in the Gospel as 
a Saviour from sin. My views then were dark, com- 
pared with what they now are : but this I remember, 
that, at the time, I felt heart-satisfying trust in the mer- 
cy of God, as the purchase of Christ : and for a time re- 
joiced with joy scarce supportable, singing almost con- 
tinually, the ciii. Psalm. I took a view of the promises of 
God, and wrote out many of them, and called them mine ; 
and among the foremost, was that in the Ixxxix* Psalm 
and 30th verse : and well has the Lord kept me to it, and 
made it good : for, my dear friend, never was there a 
more unsteady, unwatchful Christian ; never did the 
children of Israel's conduct in the wilderness depict any 
Christian's heart and conduct, in Gospel times, better 
than mine : and just so has the Lord dealt with me. 
When he slew me, then I trusted in him ; when he gave 
me carnal ease and comfort, I forgot my Rock and re- 
belled. Often did I stumble too from legality, instead 
of looking at my own weakness and impotence ; and 
taking, believing, trusting views of my Redeemer's 
strength, I was wroth with myself, wondered at myself, 
and thought it in^possible I could be as 1 had been. I 
Blade strong resolutions, yea, vows, and became a slave, 
i» means to hedge in this wandering, worldly, vain, 
flighty heart ; but, alas ! a few months found me where 
I was, with scarce a thought of God from morning to 
night, prayer huddled over in words that had no effect on 
my heart ; and the fear of hell, the chief restraint from 
sin, or spur to duty. Then, in general, the Lord had 
some affliction for me, which laid me afresh at his feet, 
and made me take'a fresh grasp of Christ, and a fresh view 
of his Covenant : then, again, I felt safety, joy, peaoo 
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and happiness ; thus, by Une upon line, bj precept upon 
precept, aj, and by stripe upon stripe, he taught me, that 
I could not walk a moment alone. This is now my fixed 
faith ; and in proportion as I keep it in sight, I walk 
safely ; but I still forget, and still stumble, and still fall, 
and be still lifted up ; but I am lifted up and taught lesson 
afler lesson ; and I will stumble, and will fall, while sin 
is in me ; but I am as sure that I will be lifted up, and will 
be restored, as I am sure I now breathe, and write these 
things ; and the last stumble shall come, and the last 
stripe shall be laid on, and the last lesson taught, and 
that which concerns me shall be perfected. Oh ! then 
shall I look back, and see *■ all the way by which he has 
led me, to prove me, and try me, and show me what was 
in my heart, that he might do me good in my latter 
end.' I am often, even, in this valley of darkness and 
ignorance, allowed this retrospective view ; and am led 
to say, not ope word of all that he promised, has failed. ' 
' Hitherto the Lord hath helped, he hath been the Guide 
of my youth, and even unto hoar hairs will he lead me ;' 
and when he calls me to pass through the valley of the 
shadow of death, 1 shall even then fear no evil, for his 
rod and staff sh£dl support me ; and I shall enter into 
the presence of my Redeemer, white and clean, drest 
in his most perfect righteousness ; Angels and Saints shall 
know me in this glorious robe ; my Redeemer will ac- 
knowledge me as his ransomed, and I shall finally be for 
ever with the Lord. 

To Miss M— . 

September 11, 1800. 
There was, my dear Miss M — , something in your 
countenance and manner, at our last interview, which 
has dwelt on my mind ever since. Your former atten- 
tions, which I also marked, I attributed to the natural 
benevolence of your heart ; but your following a stran- 
ger, an old woman, of whom you knew so little, and you 
were likely never to see again — ^to solicit her whom 
friendship, and an interest in her prayers, spoke a lan- 
guage beyond nature. Either, my sweet friend has al- 
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tfBady chosen a God in Christ to be her portion, and his 
love in her heart powerfully draws her to every one in 
whom she thinks she discerns his image ; or conceives 
that this world cannot give her happiness, even in this 
life ; and impressed with the importance of that which is 
to come, she wishes to cast in her lot, among God's peo- 
ple, that she may " know the good of his chosen, and re- 
joice in their joy," become a partaker of that peace 
which the Saviour bequeathed to his disciples, when 
about to leave them : * Peace I leave with you. My 
peace I give unto you ; not as the world giveth, give I 
unto you ; let not your heart be troubled, neither let it 
b,e afraid.' Let me congratulate my friend, which ever 
of these be the case. If the first, you have, (or will 
soon have,) a peace which the world can neither give, 
nor take away ; if the last, the Saviour stands at the 
door of your heart and knocks, soliciting that heart, 
which has too long been hunting shadows and vanity. 
If your soul be dissatisfied with the things of the world, 
and tired with disappointment, cast a longing eye to the 
fountain of happiness. This is the claim of that God, 
whose name is love, * My son, give me thy heart.' 
* Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy luden, 
and I will give you rest.' * In the world ye shall have 
tribulation, but in me ye shall have peace.' Be assured, 
my dear friend, if you could obtain all of this world that 
your heart could wish for, you would find vanity writ- 
ten on the possession. Nothing short of God lumself 
can give happiness to the soul of man; and exactly in 
proportion as man becomes weaned from the world, and 
his affections centre in God, is he in possession of hap- 
piness. But how is this to be attained ? By God's own 
plan, and ho other. As many weary themselves in vain, 
hunting the shadows of time ; so many great philoso- 
phers, sensible of this great truth, that God alone can 
satisfy the rational soul, also weary themselves in vain, 
because they will not seek the blessing in God's own 
tVay. * When the world, by wisdom, knew not God, it 
pleased him by the foolishness of preaching, (what was 
esteemed so,) to save them that believe.' ' I thank thee, 
O Father, that thou hast hid these things from the wise 
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and prudent, and hast reyealed thetti unto babes.' Thft 
Saviour said, ' Ye will not come to me, that ye m^t 
have life. No tnan can come to the Fathei', but by me. 
I aid the Way, the Truth, and the Lif^.' * Search the 
Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life, anA 
they are they which testify of me.* The Scripture tcis* 
tifies what our own hearts must asse^nt to, that human na> 
ture is depraved, and corrupt; broken off from God , 
distanced from him by sin ; enmity against him in his 
^rue character; opposed to his holy laW^, in its <arrefi< 
and spirituality : we are also helpless, dead in trespass- 
es •and sins. * O Israel, thou hast desti^oyed thyself,* 
(blessed be God for what follows,) ' but in me is thy 
help.' The same Scripture which testifies the misery 
of man, reveals also his remedy ; a remedy of God's own 
providing, by which man may be restdred to the image 
and favour of God, and to that communioti with him, 
which is life and bliss. < God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believ- 
ed on him nught not perish, but have everlasting life : 
for God sent not his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but that the world, through him, migltf 
be saved. And this is life eternal, that ye believe .on 
him whom he hath sent.* When man becomes con- 
vinced that he is lost, helpless; wretched, lying at mer- 
cy, and subnuts to the method of God's own providing ; 
casts himself on the mercy of God in Christ, and coming- 
to him, rests on his free promise, ^ Him that cometh to 
me, I will in no wise cast out ;' disclaiming all con- 
fidence in himself, or in his own works, he accepts of 
God's offered Grace, in God's own way, a free and 
FINISHED salvation. ' This is the record of God, that 
he g^veth unto us eternal life, and this life is in his Son 
who, of God, is made unto us. Wisdom, and Righteous* 
ness, and Sanctification', and complete redemption.* Be- 
lieving this, according to his faith it shall be. ChrisC 
shsdl be in him, * a well of water springing upto etemdl 
life.* He will shed abroad his lov« in his heart, and ao* 
cording to his promise g^ve him 'power to become « 
child of God:* The Holy Ghost, the Comforter, shal 
be given unto him, to teach him ^e.knoidedge*of tha 
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Scriptures, and to become a principle of holiness in fais 
^eart. Then shall be experience that ivisdom's ways 
•are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths peace ; then 
shall he experience the blessedness of * that man whose 
God is the Lord ;' then is the way open for communion, 
^nd converse with God the FathervSon, and Holy Ghost. 

If, my dear Miss M — , I have made myself under- 
stood, you have my view of God's method of making his 
creatures happy ; and I believe he will make us to know 
.that he is a sovereign God, and that there is no othet 
name, or method by which men can he saved, but the 
name of Christ Jesus. But, take nothing; on my word, 
nor the word of any creature ; search the Scriptures ; 
read the first eight chapters of the Romans, the whole of 
the Ephesians ; stumble not at mysteries — ^pass them 
over, and take the milk for babes ; pray for the teaching 
of the Spirit ; and let me recommend to you the advice 
of Mr. Newton, in his Omicron's Letters, a book well 
worth your residing, '' Lay not too much stress on de- 
•tached texts, but seek for the sense which is most agree- 
able to the general strain of Scripture." 

My dear Miss M — , I am now old, and I hope have 
^one with the world ; but have been young, and drank 
deeply of youth's choicest pleasures. I was blest with 
the best and most indulgent of parents ; I was the wife of 
a man of sense, sentiment, and sensibility, who was my 
very first love and lover : and that love ripened and im- 
proved with years. My children were good and healthy ; 
love, health, peace, and competency blessed oar dwell- 
ing. I had also, in early life, taken hold of God's Cove- 
nant, and tasted his Covenant love ; and devoted myself 
to his service, which was in my mind a principle of mo- 
deration, compared with mere worldlings : but very far 
was I from that nonconformity which the precept of 
<the Gospel requires ; had I kept close to my Covenant 
God, enjoyed his bounty with thankfulness, occupied my 
-^lents, devoted my time to usefulness and communion 
with him ; had I prayed against corruption within^ and 
temptation without, the Lord would have directed my 
steps, and held up my goings, and I should have contin- 
iued to inherit the earth, and should not have been di- 

Y2 
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minished. But this was rmrj far from being my coniludt -; 
the bent of th^ natural, unrenewed heart, is still oppo- 
sed to God ; and the best are sanctified only in part, 
while in this life ; the law in the fDembers still wars 
against the' law of the Spirit of life in Uie mind The 
goodness ofGod, which ought to have berni a pewerfid 
motiye to gratitude, lore, and diligence, was misimproy- 
ed : I enjoyed the ^fts, and forgot the Giyer ; *' hug- 
ged my comforts to death." Many, many li^t chastise- 
ments, my dear, my kind, my indulgent heayenly Fa- 
ther, eKereised me with ; many repenting seasons uiider 
his strokes ; many manifestations of pardon I received.; 
and many fresh and solemn dedications of my heart, life 
and substance did I make : but no isooner was ease and 
comfort restored, than my heart ttt' ned cuide like a de» 
eeUfid bofw; my whole fife, -from fifteen, tiUthe thirtieth 
year of my age, was one continued succession of .de- 
parture and backsliding on my part ; of chastening, for- 
giving, restoring, and comforting on the pait of my God. 
He did>B0t cast me off, but dealt with me according to 
the cotiistitution of his well-ordered cofeaaut— 'Psalms 
Izxxix. 30. * If his children (Christ's) ibrsake my law 
and walk not in my judgments'^— if they break my sta- 
tutes, and keep not my commandments, then will I yisit 
their transgression with the rod, and their iniquity with 
stripes. Nevertheless, my loving kindness will I not ut- 
terly take from him, nor suffer my faithfiilness to fail ; 
my covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is 
gone out of my lips.' This is the covenant (made with 
Christ as the federal head of all who believe) of which 
I took hold in early life ; my God kept me to my choice, 
and manifested his own faithfulness, and the stidMlity of 
his covenant. When lighter afflictions proved ineffec- 
tual. He at last, at'One blow^toc^ from me all that made 
life dear, the very 'kernel of all my earthly jojrs, my 
idol, my beloved husband. Then I no longer hiidted be-> 
tween two opinions ; my God became my all. I leave 
it as my testimony, that He has been ' a father to the 
&therlesS; a husband to the widow, the stranger's shield 
and orphan's stay. Even to hoar hairs and to old age 
he has carried me, and not one good woiy^Aat/oifedof all 
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that lie had {womised. " He has done eU thiop weH^*' 
end at thi^day I am richer and happier than ever I vraa 
in my life. Not tbA *l wok yet made ^Seee from sin, tiMt 
is still my burden ; want of'ionce and gratitude, inddlence 
in commanded dafy, self-mil and nestiiingin the oreatmt, 
$nt my hearths wish and earnest desire is conformity* 
The bent of my will is for God ; and if my heart deceiye 
me not, my God is the centre of n^ best affections. It 
is by grace that I am what I am, and IJie same grace ea^* 
vgages to perfect the work begun. 

This God is my God ; he wiU guide me even mito 
death, through death, and be my portion throngh eter* 
nity. This God I recoomiend to pay friend; and this 
•well-ordered covenant, this all-sufficient Saviour, for 
your acceptanoe ; the bible for your guide : pray to God 
tor his holy Spirit to lead you to the knowledge of the 
very truth, as it is in Jesus. Accept this as a testimony 
of mendship) and believe me yours in love. 

I.GRAHAM, , 

J^ovember 2cl, 1800. 

Voir have, I find, been the child of auction : she is a 
stern rugged nurse ; but blessed often are the lessons she 
teaches. 4 have (says God) chosen thee in the furnace 
of afiSiCtion. It is God's ordinary way of drawing sinners 
to himself, either to dry up, or embitter, the streams of 
worldly comfort, that he may shut them up to sedc that 
• comfort that depends not on any .transitory source. 

I have no doubt but you shall yet sing with the 
royal Psalmist, ' It is good for me that I have been af- 
flicted, for before I was afflicted I went astray^ but now 
I have kept thy word. Blessed is the man Uiou chast- 
enest, L6rd, and makest to learn thy ways.' Many are 
the texts to the same purpose ; take them for your con- 
solation as a part of God's weU-ordered covenant. 

You have met with a late bereavement, which has en- 
tered deep into your soul. We are not called to sto- 
icism, but to tenderness of heart and spirit. Jesus wept 
with the two sisters over a brother's grave. But stUl 
the Christian's spirit must be resigned, and say, and try 
(to say with cheerfulness, * not my will b«t thine be 
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done. And, O my friend, great will be the^, wisdom and 
happy the acquisition, if every new bereayement would 
enlarge the room for divine love in the beart, and be 
filled up with that most noble, most blessed of princi- 
ples. Seek not, my friend, to replace friendship with 
any mere worldling ; beg of God to fill up the vacuum, 
then will you be a great gainer. 

. Why hesitate to join the church ? Let not a sense of 
unworthiness keep you back — ^a deep sense of unworthi- 
ness is one grand part of due preparation ; and no worthi- 
ness of yours can give you any title to that 'New Testa- 
ment in Christ's blood, which was shed for the remission 
of sins.' Worthless, vile, empty, helpless, is every son 
and daughter of Adam's race : but it was fi>r the ungodly < 
that Christ died ; it was while we were without strength : 
his name was called Jesus, because he should save his 
people from their sins. In that day, that great day of 
the feast, Jesus stood among a mixed multitude, and 
cried, < if any man thirst let him come to me and drink — 
whosoever will, let him come and take of the water of 
Jife freely.' 

If conscious at the time that it is the supreme desire 
of your soul to be washed in his blood, clothed with his 
righteousness, sanctified by his Spirit, — go— and take 
this water of life freely ; go as a sinner to a Saviour ; go 
at his command, put honour on his appointment, and re- 
peat the dedication of all that you are^ have or can have, 
over the symbols of his * body broken for you,' his. 
* blood shed for you ;' go, trusting in his mercy, and 
leave all to his management, believing that he will shed 
abroad his love in your heart, order your footsteps in his 
ways, and in due time perfect his image in your soul. 
Keep close to him in the use of means, but look beyond 
the means for life and power. 1 commit you to our God 
and Saviour, and pray that he may be to you ' wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification,' and ' complete redemption.' 

i am, my dear Miss M. your ever affectionate, 

I. G. 



ml^m^m 



January 4, 1801. 
-, Well ! let us bless the Lord together for 
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what he han done for you^ for mie^ and fei^manjr dear ^9* 
us. Noii# eyer doagbt hidn in Tain^ or found mm wona- 
than his promise. • * If any man will do his wiU, he shall 
Mcnow of the doctrine whether it he of Gods. So ihalt 
thou know the^ Lord,- if thou follow on toknow him.* 
If ye then^ heing eril, iknow how to give good gifte 
onto yoor children^ how touch more shall yoar Hearen-^ 
ly Father gire the Holy Spirit to them that ask him 9* 
' Ask and ye sfaaU reeeiTe^ seek and ye shall find, knodK' 
and it «hall. be opened to yon.' * Ho! every one that 
tbirsteth^ come ye to the "waters,* &c^ 

My friend, did I say too much of this kindt compas«> 
sionatey loTing,^life«^¥ing Saripor^ or of the <fulae88 and^ 
freeness of the gift'of God? Yon have tasted it« voa 
have witnessed it, yon hove seen a recent proof of it—* 
yon may 'trace' mercy through all tltts dispensation; his 
lei^thbned oat illness^ his preserved judgment and> 
strength of mind to the last, all <:oncurred tomanifest to 
huns^^ to* you, and to a/i who wo«(c? look on, the rediQr 
of that joy and peace which is the fruit of believing an« 
acquiescing in that remedy of God's own providing for 
poor, wandering, erring, miserable sinners. He had 
' waadered from tiie fountain of Uving waters ; his broken 
cisterns could yield him no refreshment — hke the poor 
starving prodi^, he desired to return to his father, and 
asked £e way to Zion with Ms face thitherwards*. Waa- 
notrthe sequel realised to him? his father met himv em« 
biaeed him, brought him home^ and filled faisi heart witfin 
peace and gladness. O', is - it > net all of a piece" with what 
kerfaas revemledi of his own name and character? 

^ The Lead, the Lord Ood^ meicifiil) and> gracioiif, 
long^sdffernii^ slow to anger, of^greai) kindbess, slmwing 
flsescy ta thonsaoi^ pardontog iniquity; tnmsgression^ 
indi 8in«-^w4ia^ will by no' mean* clear the guilty:* seeinfl 
Ike hair fevndf ar method) of magn^^g* hia owui law, and 
justifying the ungodly, by substituting^ another intheiir 
mom;^ €kid is mercinil to aH the extent he hliitb said ; 
but still' itis'l^faaKonrD method; fbrheba0declidted,tluit 
* out of ChvisTbe ia a* consuming fire ;* and thttt^^tfaMTtt 
IB' nO' other name gives,. 1^ whiott> men; rasuit be .9a?ed« 
botthw n»te of Christ J«8«i8.' But m«ifr, eve* mea 
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moral, benerolent, ^w^ in the common acceptation of 
the word in the world, going about to establish their own 
lighteonsness, will not submit to the righteousness of 
God's own providing : this is the madness, this is the 
folly, this, I fear, is the ruin of thousands ; what did 1 
■say ?. / fear ; dare I doubt ? no, 1 dare not, for God has 
said it. O my friend, let us cleave to the only Mediator 
between God and man, the Man Christ Jesus, and letua 
be jealous among those whom we love, and over whom 
we have influence, to bring them off from every sandy 
foundation, to the Rock, Christ. You say true, that I' 
was interested, personally, io this dear brother ; never 
mother watched over the darling of her heart, with more 
unwearied attention, than he did over my Jessy. He, 
by the blessing of God. restored her for a time — now 
they are met ; soon shall we follow ; many friends have 
gone before. O that every bereavement may be bless- 
ed to us, that we may be weaned from the things of 
time, and made familiar with the prospects held out to 
us beyond the grave ! 



To Mrs. JULIET S—, JVew-York. 

BelvilUy September 16, I80a 

MV DEAR JULIET, 

Since the hour I received your letter, you have been 
little out of my mind. You call upon me as mother, 
friend, counsellor. Shall conscious unworthiness, or 
weakness, or ignorance, prevent my answering, know- 
ing that God oflen chooses weak instruments to bring to 
pass great ends ? I have been once and again at a throne 
of Grace, for wisdom to direct me, and grace to be faith- 
ful. If your desire after spiritual knowledge, be sincere, 
and from the Spirit of God operating on your heart, you 
will bear searching. 

You are a communicant, my Juliet ; this presupposes 
tWt a very ^eat, and an important change has taken 
place in your mind, that you have been made deeply sen- 
sible of what the word of God testifies of every son and 
daughter of Adam's race. Romans iii. 9. * As it is writ- 
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ten, there is none righteous^ no not one.'*' Man is born 
as the wild asses colt, going astray from the womb.' Job. 

* The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked ; I the Lord search it' < Having the understand- 
ing darkened, alienated from the life of God, through the 
ignorance that is in us, because of the blindness of our 
hearts.' Ephesians iv. 18. * Dead in trespasses- and 
sins' — Chapter ii. 1. Presupposes, that this chapter may 
be addressed to you, Juliet, by name. ' You hath he 
quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins. Where- 
in in time past ye walked according to the course of 
this world, according to the prince of the power of the 
air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of dis- 
obedience ; among whom also we aU had our conversa- 
tion in times past, in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the de- 
sires of the flesh, and of the mind ; and were by nature 
the children of wrath, even as others. But God, who is 
rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he hath lov- 
ed us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened 
us together with Christ. By Grace are ye saved 
through faith, not of works, lest any man should boast.' 
Works there are, my Juliet, most assuredly ; every 
quickened soul will live, and bring forth fruits of right- 
eousness ; but these works are not attainable but in God's 
way and order. It follows, * For we are his workman- 
ship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained, that we should walk in them.' 
My Juliet says, " To you then I look up to teach me." 
Let me then bring you to the great Teacher and Pro- 
phet of the Church, without whose teaching all human 
instruction will be ineffectual. We read of two amiable 
characters coming to Christ, professedly for instruction. 
The first you will find in Matthew xix. 16^ The young 
man asks him, ' What good thing shall 1 do, that I may 
inherit eternal life ?' Jesus answers him, by referring 
him to the moral law; the young- man, not made ac- 
qifainted, by the Spirit of God, either with the extent or 
spirituality of that law, or of the depravity of his own 
nature, answers, as many in like circumstances still do : 

* All these things have I kept from my youth up.' I do 
not suppose any one could contradict him. It is added 
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tint Jeius lored ium, and he was^ a loveaUe character ; 
bot Jetas knew that the true principle was not there—- 
aopreme love to Grod, * with all the heart, with all the- 
aoul, with all the itrength, and with all the mind :' 

' therefore he gave him a teat which proved that the world 
was uppermost in his heart. He went awaj sorrowful, 
and we bear no more of him. The other character yoa 

' will find in that remarkable chapter, the third of JohnV 
Gospel — JVfcocIeiiMM, a ruler of the Jews, and also a 
teacher. Well knew he the law, as to the letter of it, 
both moral and ceremonial ; he must also have been ac- 
quainted with an tbeold Testament Scripture, types, and 
prophecies, it being his office to expound ; and no doubt, 
among others, was looking for the promised Messiidi. 
Jesus does not send him to either the law or the pro<» 
phets. This ruler comes- with a conviction and an ac- 
knowledgment, that Jesus himself was a teacher imme- 
diately from God ; and Jeisus immediately takes upon 
himself his great office, and begins with that which is a 
sinner's first business : * to know himself,* what he is by 
nature, and the necessity of the new birth. Nicodemus, 
with idl his learning, was a stranger to this doctrine : 
* How can a man be bom when he is old ?' Jesus re- 
peats his doctrine, * He must be bom of water and the 
Spirit ;* baptized with water and the Holy Ghost. * Thai 
which is born of flesh is flesh, and that which is born of 
the Spirit is Spirit. Marvel not that I said unto you, ye 
must be born again.* Humble that proud reason that will 
believe nothing but what it can understand. < The wind 
bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound 
thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, or whither 
it goeth : so is every one that is born of the Spirit' — 
a mystery it is ; nevertheless, it is true. Follow out 
the chapter, my dear. Jesus preaches his own Gospel, 
and brings in that beautiful type, the serpent, which He 
had commanded to be raised on a pole^ that those who 
had been bitten with fiery serpents, whose bite was 
death, should look upon it and be healed. Read it my 
dear, in the 21st of Numbers : and in reference to this, 
He himself says, * Look unto me all ye ends of the earth, 
and be ye saved.' Except a man be born again, he can 
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not see the kingdom of God. Qfiickened, renewed in 
the spirit of his mind, old things pass away, and all tjdogs 
become new : new principles, new denires, new plea- 
sures, new ends. The work is God'8. The whole plan 
of Redemption is his, from first to last. It is clearly re- 
vealed in Scripture, and there is no dispute among Chris- 
tians concerning it. The fall of man, his corruption and 
depravity ; his state under the curse of a broken Cove- 
nant, and his exposure to eternal misery ; his helpless- 
ness and' total inability to return to God ; his ignorance 
of his situation—' dead in trespasses and sins, without 
God and withou:t hope in the world :' this is his situation 
by nature. But there is good news proclaimed ; ' God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
to become the Surety of lost sinners.' He took our na« 
ture upon him, our sins upon him, our duties upon him ; 
he was placed in^ur law, room, and stead ; sustained th» 
*>enalty of the broken law ; fulfilled its utmost demands ; 
redeemed us ; gave us a new Covenantj^^ of which him- 
self is the Surety : and there is no condemnation to 
them that are in Christ Jesus. The merits of Christ, 
exclusive of any thing of ours, is the sole foundation of 
our hope. Christ is set forth, in Scripture, as the atone- 
ment, the propitiation for sins, the one Sacrifice for sin ; 
Christ is Uie end of the law for righteousness : all is 
made ours by free gift. 1 John v. 11. AH is ready, 
justice satisfied, God reconciled, peace proclaimed. But 
what is all this, to a thoughtless world, insensible of 
their situation, danger, and need ? It is an awfiil saying, 
but it is of the Holy Ghost — * if our Gospel be hid, it is 
hid to them that are lost, in whom the God of this world 
hath blinded tlheir minds, and darkened their understand- 
ings, and hardened their hearts,' &c. Therefore the 
application of this grace is also of God ; it is all within 
his plan — He has appointed means, and commanded our 
diligence in the use of them. We have his Bible in our 
hands, his ministers in our churches, who are also pas 
tors and teachers, if we apply for their aid in private 
we have a throne of grace to go to, and many great and 
precious promises held up in God's word for us to em« 

Z 
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brace and plead for ' Christ^j sake : we hare many 
prayers in die Scriptures which we may adopt. 

1 acknowledge we are still dependant for the effect ; 
that mnst be from God himself. But he does honour 
his own ordinances. He puts forth his power, and 
conrinccs of sin : this is bb first work. The soul is 
dwa) ned, aroused, convinced of sin and misery ; sins 
of ti e heart, sins of the tongue, sins of the life, press 
upon the conscience, which never disturbed before ; 
mispent time, wailted talents, lost opporttmities, neglect 
6f God's word and ordinances, so that the soul cannot 
rest. O, my Juliet, this is a hojpefnl case. I hope you 
bare experienced something of this. It is one of the 
surest marks of the operation of the Spirit of God, and a 
prelude to the new birth. It never takes place without 
it, for * the wbole need not a physician, but they that 
are sick.* Only the weary and heavy laden will prize 
rest, and Christ is the rest they need : only a convinced 
sinner will or can prize the Saviour, and now the Lord 
opens his mind to understand the scriptures. He sees 
the provision which God has made for ruined sinners, by 
providing a substitute to stand in his room ; he perceives 
how God can be just and justify the sinner who takes 
shelter in Jesus ; he falls in with God's gracious plan ; 
receives the Lord Jesus as God's gift to sinners ; trusts 
entirely in his merit for pardon, peace, reconciliation, 
and eternal life ; resigns his soul into die hands of his 
Saviour, in the faith that he will save it, and devotes 
lomsdf unreservedly to his service, in the faith that he 
will give him grace to live to him in all holy obedience. 
Now, and not till now, according to God's promise, he re- 
ceives power to become his child ; this is God's order. 
John i. 1 2. Now he receives life and begins to live ; but 
there is yet a great work b^foire him. It ha^h pleased 
God in his plan to finish at once a jusdfyingrightepusness ; 
it is bis own work, and was finished in that diwiul hour 
wben he annouticcid it in his last words on the cross. 
John xix. 30. To this nothing of ours is to be addeid — 
with this notfarng of ours mixt ; it is for eVer (ierfcct— 3t 
js God's gift ; it is iuade ours by imputation in the hour 
mdien we first ' believe, receive it, rest our souls upon it.* 



Bu(t it hath nat pleased Xiod ia this plan to deliver th^ 
li^^^ver at oqce frpm indWelliing sin. Thi3 is the, sah* 
ject of the Christian warfare^ the race^ the good Jighij &€• 
N<ow, the helieyer receives life, and is called to work. 
< W^rk out.ypuir own salvation with fear and treKpbling, 
for it is God that worketh in you, hoth to, will and to do.* 
AH the promises in this hlessed B|ihle are his — ^they 
are yea and amen, in Christ ; Christ himself is his ; his 
Spirit dwells in him. The believer is united to Jesus by 
as real an union as the branch to the vine, the mfimbers 
with the head, the building with the foundation. Yet 
sin dwelleth^in him, and is to be expunged by constant 
applications to Christ in prayer — ^by means of watching, 
striving, fighting; fighting under his banner. In his blessed 
word we are informed where our strength lies, what are 
our weapons, what our armour. But what can I say on 
those subjects ? the whole word .of God is on the sub- 
ject of redemption^the whole labours of Christ's mi- 
nisters, and the whole dispensation of God's providence. 
Are these things so ? My Juliet, this is not the doctrine 
of any one church. About these subjects there is no 
dispute. Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Baptists, Inde« 
pendents, all agree in these great things. And are these 
thlags so iwi$ed/ O, my Juliet, where is the time to be 
spared for plays, assemblies, and such numerous idle 
parties of various descriptions ? I must stop ; the sub- 
ject is great, and we have many excellent treatises on 
the various parts of it by able pious men. It would he 
improper to crowd it thus into a letter, unless to insti- 
gate to further investigation. 

Farewell! 1 ever am, my dear Juliet, yours affection* 
ately, I, GRAHAM. 



To Miss VAN WYCK, •/Veu^YorA:. 

Rockaway, IB 10. 

IIY DEAR, UT B¥:Z«0VED ELIZA, 

Mr. and Mrs. B. are here on a. visit for one night. I 
did not expect to tee tliem so soon, or I would have had 
a letter ready. I expect another opportunity in the 
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course of a few dajs, when I will send you a long let 
ter, from mj heart, and, I hope, dictated by your and my 
Teacher. 

I learn by my children that you continue much in the 
same way in wMch I left you. It is your own God who 
miles your cup, and it is to you a cup of blessing ; there 
is no curse in it. Your Jesus drank that cup to the very 
dreggy that bitter as well as sweet might be to you a cup 
of blessing. O, then, my darling, hold fast by your Re- 
deemer, He is the Lord your Righteousness, and the 
Lord your strength : He connects your profit with his 
own glory. You shall in this protracted affliction mani- 
fest it, and hold out the word of life to those around 
you.* You shall witness for him that He is the Lord, 
and besides Him there is no Saviour — ^that ' He gathers 
the lambs in his arms, and carries them in his bosom — 
that he is to them a hiding-place from the wind, and a 
covert from the tempest — as rivers of water in a dry 

?lace, and as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land.' 
^hat it is he that teacheth them to profit, and leadeth 
them by the way that they should go, and that in due 
time he will peH*ect all that concerns them. 
Farewell ! Yours with affection, 

L GRAHAM. * 



TO THE SAME. 

Rockaway, Sabbath^ 1810. 

HY DEAR, MT BELOVED ELIZA, 

I WROTE you a few lines yesterday by Mr. B. I 
now propose to fulfil my promise. I expect an opportu- 
nity to-morrow or next day, for I saw a great many car- 
riages pass this way to the tavern, as 1 suppose, from 
New- York. It is a common thing with some to come 
here on Saturday, and return on Monday, to spend this 
blessed day in frolic. You would not, I know, exchange 
situations with them ; you would rather be suffering 
than sinning. 

It is your own observation that God does all in wis- 

"^ 

• This prediction was femaricablj falfilled m tbe experience of this 
dear joung saint; an interesting account of whose illness^and death hat 
been pabUshed in the ChristiAa^s Magazine. 
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flom; in this wisdom h« is pleased to lengthen your day 
of affliction. Sin, my darlijig, is the cause of all suffering; 
hot is not always the immediate cause. Beside particular 
<;hastisement for particular sins, there ate a£9iction0 to be 
filled up in the body of Christ, (his church,) a measure 
of which, in kind and degree, is appointed by unerring 
wisdom to each iadiTidual member. Col. i. 24. These' 
sufferings bear no part in atoning for sin, nor in redeem- 
ing our forfeited inheritance. Christ strode the wine- 
press alone, and of the people there was none to help 
him.* * He was made sin for us, who knew no sin, that 
we might be made the righteousness of God in him ; who 
when he had by himself purged our sinSj sat down on the 
right hand of the Majesty on high.* Ilcb. i: 3. Again, 
chapter x. 1 1. ' And- every Priest (in the I^eyitical law) 
standeth daily ministering and ofitering oftentimes the 
same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But 
this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins, for 
ever sat down on the right hand of God ; for by one offer- 
ing he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified, 
whereof the Holy Ghost is also a vnUiess to us, for after 
he had Said before,' (see from verse 5.) * This is the co- 
venant which I will make with them after those days,saith 
the Lord — I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their 
minds will 1 write them, and their sins and iniquities will 
I remember no more. Now where remission of these is, 
there is no more offering for sin.' Paul says the Holy 
Ghost is a witness, because he copies from the ancient 
scriptures the prophecies of Jeremiah, chap. xxxi. 31* 
and Ezek. xxxvi. 2^. and from the Psalms Ix. 7. Your 
mother will read to you also the 8tb chapter of Hebrews, 
contaimng the same things, the new covenant, in conse- 
quence of Christ as the surety of sinners, having made 
full atonement, magnified the law, and made it honoura- 
ble ; therefore there is now no condemnation to them who 
are in Christ Jesus. It has pleased God, my darling, in 
the adorable plan of reconciling sinners to himself by 
Jesus Christ, to perfect at once a justifying righteousness 
for them, and to bestow it upon them as a free gift. 
* This is the record, that God hath given to us eternal 
life, and this life is in his Son.' 1 John v. 11. But it 
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has not pleased him to deliver us at once from depravi* 
tj ; provision is made for fiinsi} delirerance by the same 
covenant, and is effected by the same power, but in this 
belieyers are called to work. It is evident from Scrip- 
tare, and the experience of Christians answers to it, that 
in the hour of believing they pass from death to life, con- 

' sidered as a state. This is the hour of the new birth — 
they then receive life for the time, and it is their privi- 
le5e, by the constitution of the new covenant, to ask and 
receive, from day to day, grace to help in every time of 
need. To them, and not to the unregenerate, the ex- 
hortation is addressed : ' Work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling, for it is CLod who worketh in 
vou, both to will and to do, of his good pleasure.* The 
means are of God's appointing j in the diligent use of which 
they go from strength to strength. The grand mean is 
faith in God's promises, of which there are very many in 
the Scriptures. Believers are to put forth their own ex- 
ertions, as the children of Israel were called to go out 
against their enemies, in the faith that God would give 
them victory, and lead them to their promised rest. The 
battle was the Lord's, and he fought for them ; but the 
means were their exertions. Believers are God's work- 
manship ; but this work he carries on by exercising their 
natural powers, which he sanctifies to a different end from 
that to which they were formerly by their own spirit 
directed. Still the Scripture testifies that, * if any man 
say he has no sin, he deceives himself, and the truth is 
not in him ;' and, while sin remains, its consequence, 
suffering, must. The judgments of God, as the moral 
governor of the worid, are denouncjed against, and execu- 

* ted upon the workers of iniquity. The children of God 
experience personal chastisements for personal sins, as a 
provision of the covenant. Psal. Ixxxix. 30. And, if I 
mistake, not, there are afflictions experienced by indivi-* 
duals, as members of Christ's body, in which God does 
not bring into view the personal sibs of the sufferer. In 
this sense I read Paul's epistle to the Colossians, i. 24. — 
* Who now rejoice in my sufferings, and fill up that which 
is behind of the sufferings of Christ in my flesh, for his 
body^s sake, which is the Church.' Thes. iii. 8. And 
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sent Timotheus to establish you, and to cojnfort jou con- 
ceroiDg your faith, that no man should be moved by these 
afiQictions, for yourselves know that we are appointed 
thereunto. Phil. ii. 17, * Yea, if I be offered upon 
the sai:rifice, and service of your faith, I joy and rejoice 
with you all ; for the same cause do ye joy and rejoice 
with me.' 2 Cor. i. 6.' ' And whether we be afflicted, 
it is for your consolation and salvation ; and whether we 
be comforted, it is for your salvation and consolation.' 
There is no x:onscious personal sin expressed in these 
sufferings; on the contrary, Paul says, verse 12, ' For 
our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, 
that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly 
wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our con* 
versation in the world,^ and more abundantly to you- 
ward.' 

Most of the prophets^ and all the iaipostles, except one, 
suffered martyrdom. Those indeed were public cha- 
racters, but the beggar Lazarus, who, in addition to po- 
verty, was full of sores, was carried by the angels from 
the rich man's gate to Abraham's bosom. And thou- 
sands and tens of thousands of redeemed highly sanctifi- 
ed ones have suffered lengthened martyrdom, and pe- 
rished with hunger, in holes and caves of the earth, un- 
known in history, except in groups — ^unseen at the time, 
except by the eye of the omniscient Jehovah, in whose 
views the hairs of their head stand nuinbered ; their tears 
are in his bottle ; nor shall one sigh nor one groan pe- 
rish without its result. 

O, my Eliza, what delightful wonders shall open to 
our view, when delivered from these prigon-holds of 
earth I 

I have finished one sheet, my dear Eliza ; I fear it is 
too much, and may prove too fatiguing, especially as there 
are many references requiring a stretch of attention. I 
have been reading the epistle to the Hebrews, and you 
have naturally got my thoughts on part of it. 

I remember once of your complaining that you had 
made small progress in knowledge, in comparison of a 
young person that had just left you ; but you checked 
yourself, and said, '< The Lord has given me faith, l^t 
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ae be thankful." I at that time considered your depar« 
tare as rery near, and advised you to keep your eye fix- 
ed on Christ, as your Redeemer and Saviour, who iiad 
pedbnned all thingjs for you, and would perfect all that 
concerned you; and added, one hour in Heaven will 
niake jou wiser than the most enlightened Saint on earth. 
Since that it has pleased your Lord to add many days to 
your life. He has mitigated your pain, and given yoti 
«ome intervals of ease and composure, and our dear Eliza 
has grown in that time. Should it please God to spare 
you for a yet longer season, and continue your intervals 
of ease, no subject can be so profitable ; and I hope 
your Lord will make it pleasant as that of the contents of 
the New Testament, which your Saviour bequeathed to 
you 9 sealed and ratified in his blood. There are a vast 
variety of precious promises contained in the Scriptures 
of the Old and New Testament, which are all yours with 
Christ ; for, as a member of his body, * you are built 
upon the foundation of the apostles and proj^iets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief corner stone.* And now 
I commend you to your own covenant God, who does and 
will support you through life and through death to that 
happy land, where we shall all meet ; and, O, then, 
* eye hath not seen, nor ear heard ; neither hath it en^- 
tered into the heart of man to conceive the things he 
hath prepared for them that love him.* 
I' am, with much love and affection, 
Yours, 

L GRAHAM. 



To Mr. JAMES TODD, Mw-York. 

Rocka^wat/f L. L 

MY DEAR JAMES, 

This will probably be handed you by our mu- 
tual friend, Mrs. C The thought of her being 
with you, makes me part with her with less reluctance. 
You have not been forgotten by either : we have talked 
much of you, and have united in prayer to your and our 
Godf that he may manifest himself unto yon as. your re- 
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conciled Father in Christ Jesus ; and give you < joj and 
peace in belieying' — ^that he may give you patience in 
suffering, and entire resignation to his most holy will. 
It has, my dear young friend, been my earnest inquiry, 
especially of late years, standing on the brink of eterni- 
ty, " What is there within us, or without us, on which 
a sinner can rest in a dying hour ?" If it be a holy 
life, there is no peace for me. Taking the law of God 
for my rule, backslider is my name ; yet pteace I have 
found, and on the best security ; this blessed Bible is my 
charter. I have searched it with diligence and prayer, 
and my mind is confirmed in the following truths:— 
That the whole world is become guilty before God, 
nd is under his wrath and curse on that account. This 
is our. state : a miserable state it is, and as hopeless as 
miserable, for any thing we can do for ourselves. But 
I read in this Bible to the full amount of the following 
conclusions — ^that in the counsel of the mysterious triune 
Jehovah, Jesus Christ, the second person of the incom- 
prehensible Trinity, was sanctified, or set apart to be- 
come the Saviour of their law-condemned sinners, to 
take: their nature upon him, and the whole of the re- 
quisitions of the eternal immutable law of God upon 
him, to become in every sense their surety. m is a 
rebel, it is put to his account — ^a penalty is incurred, 
He, as their surety, is made liable. Are they again to 
be made heirs of eternal life ? Perfect obedience is the 
condition, and of him, as their surety, it is demanded. 
AH this being fulfilled, sinners are become his property 
— -he has paid their debts, fulfilled their duties, and me- 
rited for them eternal life, all in their own nature, as 
their head and representative ; so that believenr are 
complete in him. This is the righteousness of God, 
wrought out by Jesus Christ, in his own person, God 
man, as their surety. To this nothing of the believer's 
is to be added — with this nothing of his mixed ; it is 
for ever perfect ; entirely distinct from that, holiness of 
heart and life which is wrought in him in consequence 
of this. It is the believer's by pure imputation. God 
has declared himself well pleased with this righteous- 
ness, and that being himself reconciled, he is in Christ 
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Jesns reconciUitt siBBen to lum. Hence all the iovita* 
tioDS 8Ci^ere4 uuck in the Old and New Testament, 
not only to the penitent, wearj, and heavy laden, but 
to the stout-hearted, the backslider, to them that are 
weaiyi^g themselves in their own way* * Ho ! every one 
that thireteth, whosoever will, let himcoocie and take of 
the water of life freely.' H^^ce all the promises anneit- 
ed to believing, accepting, rece^vipg, trusting, resting : 
Christ the Saviour is the obiect-— the gift of God to sin- 
ners for all the above purposes. The Lord has convinced 
me that I have nothing- iii myself on which 1 can rest ; 
my conscience echoes to his word in all th^t it asserts of 
my nature and my state : but this Saviour is provided 
for sinners exactly of this description. I am invited to 
put in my claim, I believe the record, I rest my salva- 
tion on his word ; God giveth to me eternal life, and 
this life is in, his Son. Jesus calls me to look unto him, 
and be saved ; I do look unto him, and I am saved. He 
assures me that those who come unto him shall never be 
cast aati I do go to him, and commit my sinful soul to 
his keeping ; I shall not be cast out. That as many as 
receive the gift, of his Son, receive at the same time pow- 
er to become the children of God. I do receive his 
gifl, and lay claim to his proouse. He is my reconciled 
Father, and I am his adopted child, and he hath sent his 
Spirit into my heart, by which I can say, Abba, Father4 
I have, my dear James, taken this method of laying be^ 
fore you the grounds of my own hope, because I think 
it the most simple, method^ and containing at the same 
time my counsel to yoa to. lay hold on the same hope- 
The warrant is given us in God's own word, as sinners, 
without respect to fruit or any works of ours. I can, if 
necessary, give yoa chapter and vesse, to the full amount; 
but yon have those about you who can give it to you by 
little and little, as your weak state can beac it. Thi&^ 
is held out to the sinner's acceptance in- many places <^ 
the W'Ord of God^ and becomes tiie sinner's in tJie mo • 
ment of believing. Provision is made by the same co- 
venant for his sanctification ; bat that makes no part of 
justifying nghteousness. Chinst is made of God unto 
him wisdom, righteousaess, sanctification, and complete 
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redemption, ^ry, niy pfecidtis yOfttog frt^nfd, to'lay h6W 
on this ho);»e, and enter into the redt j^Vovided for the 
beiierer here. Stretch forth « the withered band,' the 
Lord himself will give you strength. . OonuKkit'yonr pre- 
cioas soul into his hands, and rest asEfared ' that he will 
perfect all thkt concetna you — ^work til Ws "work in you 
— carry you safely through the Jordan of deiiiii, and put 
you in possession of the inheritance he has pnrdia^ed for 
you. That all this shall be, is the prayer and fimi hope of 
Your affectionate friend, 

ISABELLA GtlAHAM 



To Mrs. J. W— . 

Gretntkfichy 1814. 

J — , Did not the dOve, my dear, get into the ark ? 
Yes, Noah put out his hand and pulled her in : both are 
types of Christ. He is the Ark of safety from the flood 
of wrath that must overwhelm unbelievers. 

I know not, my dear, the amount of tbat, over which 
you mourn with so much agony : I know not even if it 
be sinful, except in the circumstances ; you are con- 
scious of sincerity, and you do not now wish to draw 
oack. We can, my dear, do nothing in our own 
strength ; no, not so much as think a good thought. 
To make any resolution without dependence on God 
for strength to perform, is sinful; to make any vow 
without a consciousness of our weakness and depend- 
ence on God for strength to perform, is an aggravation 
of the resolution. I suppose my J. has sinned : what 
then ? * If any man say he has no sin, he deceives 
himself, and the truth is not in him.' And if you sup> 
pose that your sin in this, is greater than many other 
sins, with their aggravations, you judge wrong. I 
think that any one deliberate sin, wilfully committed, 
with the knowledge that It is sin, is greater than yours 
in such circumstances. You are bound by your vow, 
and God will enable you to perform it. Turn, my dear, 
to the 2d chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, where 
JPeter preaches to the very murderers of our blessed 
Saviour, and charges the guilt upon them ; verse 22d, 
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and again in rene 26th, * Therefore, let all the house of 
Israel know assuredly, that this same Jesus whom je 
crucified, God hath made both Lord and Christ : and 
when they heard this, they weref>ricked in their hearts. 
Read on, my dear ; Peter exhorts even them to repent 
and be baptized in the name of Christ, for the remis- 
sion of sins. I make no doubt, but many have made 
▼ows in a rash manner ; but, so far as I know, you have 
vowed only to serve the Lord : this you are bound to 
do with or without a vow ; and if the Lord makes 
this vow the means of keeping you watchful, and 
humble, and firm, in avoiding what you have vowed 
against, it will, by his overruling Spirit, prove a bless 
ing. " You do not know where to look for comfort !" 
To Jesus, my dear ; not to yourself, not to any crea- 
ture. * Look unto me and be saved, all the ends of the 
earth, for I am God, and there is none else.' Isaiah xlv. 
22. * O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself, but in me is 
thy help.' Hoseaxiii. 9. and chapter xiv. Take a view, 
my dear, of the character of God in his dealings with 
his perverse Israel, afler they had made the molten calf, 
and sinned otherwise grievously against God. He, at 
the intercession of Moses, forgave their sin, and pro- 
claimed that wonderful name, which to this day is the 
encouragement of convinced sinners, and mine in par- 
ticular. Exodus xxxiv. 5. And the Lord passed by 
him, (Moses,) and proclaimed, * The Lord, the Lord 
God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, abundant in 
goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, for- 
giving iniquity, transgression, and sin.' And how can 
God do this, whose hw is, as himself, immutable ? and 
he adds, ' that he wiU by no means ' clear the guilty.' 
Look now to the liii. chapter of Isaiah, where you will 
find your Redeemer standing in your room and stead. 
In the XXX. chapter is another amazing display of God's 
forgiveness. The prophet begins the chapter with, 
* Wo to the rebellious children;' and lays grievous things 
to their charge, till you come to the 18th verse, where 
he says, ' Therefore will the Lord wait, that he may be 
gracious to you : therefore will he be exalted, that he 
may have mercy upon you ; for the Lord is a God of 
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judgment, blessed are all they that wait for him.' Once 
more, look at the proclamation, Jeremiah iii. 12. God 
has provided a sacrifice of sufficient value to atone for 
our most aggravated transgressions. And a righteous- 
ness answerable to the utmost extent of his holy law. 
Both are made over to the sinner by free gift. 2 Cor. 
V. 21, 'He hath made him to be sin for us, who knew 
no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in him.' In him — He, our Surety, having fulfilled all 
righteousness for us, as our Surety apd Representative. 
You fear that it is not the hand of the Lord that is upon 
you. I do think that it is, my J — . It is the peculiar 
office of the Spirit to convince of sin : and I do think 
he is at this time dealing with your soul. But why look 
so much at your vow ? you have sinned, my J-—, in 
heart, lip, and life. * Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart.' O my J. — , what prostituted 
affections ! what mispent time ! While God says, ' Whe- 
ther you eat or drink, or whatsoiever you do, do all to 
the glory of God.' What self-indulgence, and self-will, 
instead of self-denial ! Listen to the voice of convictions : 
listen to it as the voice of mercy, leading you to Christ, 
the great propitiatory Sacrifice, ♦ The Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sins of the world.' Go to Christ, 
my dear, as a sinner : tell him you commit your sinful, 
depraved soul into his hands. Say, thou hast bid me 
look unto thee, and be saved ? Saviour, I do look unto 
thee for salvation. Wash me in thy blood, clothe me 
in thy righteousness ; sanctify me by thy Grace ; accept 
of me as thy pardoned, saved child ; and be Surety for 
me for good : that, having vowed to thee that I would 
be thy servant, I may perform my vow ; furnish me with 
both will and power to devote myself to thee every day 
of my life. Try, my dear, to rest on Christ ; put your 
trust in him : if you do, he will not disappoint you : as 
your faith, so shall it be unto you. Now, faith is a sav- 
ing grace ; thereby we receive, and rest upon Christ for 
salvation, as he is offered to us in the Gospel. Do as 
you have said ; wait his appointed time, in the use of 
nieans, till he manifest himself to you. I am hurried for 
time to get this to town. Farewell. I will pray for yoa 
A a \. ^\lv.(&^;!iSL. 
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To Dr. H. M. — , Rothsay^ Bute. 

ATovember 11, 17^^. 

Mr DEAR BROTHER, 

Before this reaches you, the public papers will 
have informed you of the desolation of New- York, by 
the yellow fever. We are among the escaped ; and there 
are no breaches in the family. My health, and that of the 
family, made the country necessary to us at any rate, 
and we had left town previous to its becoming general : 
but Mr. B— kept in the city, only sleeping in the coun- 
try, till 45 were carried off in a night. The inhabitants 
abandoned the city in crowds, spreading over the adja- 
cent countries ; in Long-Island, Jersey, and New- York, 
for sixty miles round. In the most busy trading streets, 
a person might have walked half a mile without meeting 
an individual, or seeing an open house or shop. Eleven 
physicians and surgeons fell sacrifices to it : five of them 
men of eminence ; several were confined by mere fa- 
tigue, and had to retire to rest, relieving others when 
recruited. Dr. B — , one of our oldest, and most emi- 
nent physicians, who had retired from business two years 
ago, and lived on his estate in the country, hearing of the 
distress of his brethren, and the impossibility of their an* 
swisring all the calls of the sick and dying, left his re- 
treat, returned to town, and slaved to the last. His af- 
fectionate wife would not be left behind, but determined 
to share or witness his fate. It has pleased God to pre- 
serve tl^em both. Notwithstanding the general flight, 
the mortality amongst those that remained was so great, 
that fqr three weeks from 48 to 54 died every 24 hours ; 
this w«s no vague report, but that of the physicians, and 
published in the daily newspapers. The Churches 
were shut up, except those which stood out of danger. 
Great numbers carried the infection with them to the 
country, as far as 60 and 80 miles, and died there ; al- 
most every one that took it in the country died, having 
ho proper medical assistance ; I do not remember of one 
that recovered ; many died in the city and in the hospi- 
tals. Some died without getting sight of a Doctor : some 
alone deserted by every creature. The coffins were 
ready made, the graves ie<)dj ^xx^^ ^s^^ ^^ minute the 
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last breath was fetched, they were buried with the ut- 
most despatch. Many widows had to put their own hus- 
baiids in the coffin, with the assistance of the maker ; and 
often, very often, there was not a creature at the burial, 
but the man that drove the herse, who assisted the sex- 
ton to put the body under the ground. I myself met a 
herse, followed by three well-dressed females, not a man 
but the driver. Long before this, your heart has asked, 
what became of the poor ? wonders were done for them, 
yet many suffered for want of nursing. A number of hu- 
mane men formed themselves into a society, sought them 
out, and ministered relief from the public funds. Two 
cook shops in different quarters of the city prepared 
soup, meat, vegetables, and bread. A committee sat in 
the alms house every day, from nine to one o'clock, to 
receive such reports or applications as might be made to 
them, either by, or in behalf of, the sick or poor ; and 
they were visited, and nurses and medical attendance 
paid by the public, as well as every species of necessa- 
ries ; but alas! nurses were not to be had ; doctors could 
only be at one place at a time. When speaking of the 
poor, I omitted mentioning the large donations which 
were sent from both town and country, to the commit- 
tee : — ^flour, meal, fowls, sheep, vegetables, money, and 
clothes. One of the members of this Society told me 
that there was a plentiful supply ; and temporary hos- 
pitals, and other buildings, were erected for the recep- 
tion of the sick and recovering : every thing that could 
be done was done to soflen the calamity. 

I am obliged to stop abruptly. Love to' all with you. 

Yours, ever, 

L GRAHAM. 



TO TfiE SAME. 

M'eW'Yorkf March 3, 1800. 

Here comes a letter of wo from my dear brother, on 
a subject almost already forgotten in New- York, the yel- 
low fever. Strange as it may seem, the disease, and all 
that it carried off, seem entirely out of mind. No men- 
tion made of the past, no apprehensions for the future. 
Country retreats are multiplj\u^«xoxsiA^%Si\\^^^<^«^^ 
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peiir as if they had made a covenant with death. Pot- 
ter's field is filled with our principal citizens. The pri- 
son, and prison limits, with many of the survivors. The 
rest are feasting y dancing and revellingy or weeping over 
feigned wo in the theatre. A few escaped, who have 
fled for refuge to the hope set before them ; whose eyes 
have been opened to discern the danger, and accept the 
offered Saviour : among which number, I dare, through 
Grace, reckon your sister, and her children. ' Bless 
the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits. 
The city, (indeed, the United States^ have been swal 
lowed up in the loss of Washington. The utmost stretch 
. of human eloquence has been called forth in panegyric. 
His eulogium has been sounded in every possible mode 
-—not excepting our pulpits. The 22d of February, his 
birth-day, was set apart to his memory. Two of our 
ministers were appointed to pronounce an eulogium on 
his character: one of whom was Dr. Mason, the other 
Dr. Linn. The last I admired ; it had its due infinence 
over me ; but of my own minister, I could form no judg- 
ment ; the Church, the pulpit, the man, the words, 
seemed so connected with the ' Lord Jesus Christ,' his 
favourite theme, I could not realize the mere orator.— 
Great things were said of Washington, and they were due. 
The Lord himself called him by name, girded him, sub» 
dued great armies before him, with handfuls, like Gideon. 
He gave him wisdom in counsel, and prudence in execu- 
ting justice. A nation blessed him while he lived, and 
witti all the power of language lamented his death. Ah, 
human depravity ! how striking ! Bursting with gratitude 
to a creature — ^with enmity to a Saviour God. To God, 
* who so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life. And to as many as receive 
him, to them gives he power to become the sons of God,' 
by putting his Spirit within them, and causing them to 
love, and walk in his statutes. But, alas ! the carnal, 
unrenewed mind is enmity against God and his Christ. 
O that men were wise, and could see their disease, and 
the remedy ! What misery is in the world at this day, it 
£8 only equalled by the wickedness. How does pot- 
Bberd dash against potfthetd, ia>xVx»i&s ^^^N.x^i\a^ each 
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tfther t How consoling to the Christian, ^ that the Lord 
reigns ! The Lord sits King among the nations,' even 
our ot?n Jesus, * Head over all principalities and pow- 
ers, and dominions, and every name that is named in 
heaven and in earth :' all these shakings, turnings, and 
overturnings, shs^ prove suhservient to the resl pros- 
perity of his Church. Great things are on the wheel ! 
Soon shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the 
firmament. There appears also to he a shaking in the 
Church. I hear strange things from Edinburgh, of 
which I can form no judgment. Men going to reverse 
the Scripture order of -the laying on of the hands of the 
Presbytery ; yet preaching in purity, with zeal, * the 
faith once delivered unto the Saints,' and the Lord 
working by them in turning many to himself. The re- 
gular-bred, licensed, and ordained ministers, leaving 
their flocks, and going with these others. What can 
this be ? where can it end ? can the Redeemer's king- 
dom be divided against itself? It may seem so for a time, 
through indwelling corruption, and outward temptation, 
suited to the times : still the kingdom of Christ is one— 
one -body; the Lord shall chasten, purge, heal, and 
unite, till all shall be one stick in his hand. Amen 
Lord do as thou hast promised. 

I wrote you a sketch of our Widows' Society. I sena 
you a Constitution. We are all on foot ; the mothers 
liAalthy^ the children thriving. I hope you can give the 
same account of yours. Love to all your dear friends. 

Yours, ever, 

I. GRAHAM. 



To Dr. MARSHALL. 

J^eW'York^ April 24, 1802. 

After a year's silence I have a letter from my dear 
'brotiier. What I have suffered, He only knows, who 
knoweth all things. I am too happy to know that you 
Eve, and that your dear family are in a measure of 
iiealtb, to scold. The sweet Isabella has disappointed 
your fears, and lives. My dear brother seems the most 
afflicted lor <he present, and adds to present sufferinf^ 

Aa2 
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caret for fotarit]r» to wluch he if not cslilkj. O^ utf 

brother, has God giren his Son to be a suieriogi siib* 
stittite in the room of sinners, and shaB he notmik 
him give all things necessary for life and godliness? 
Ohl my dear bro&er, you have, I think, taken hold of 
God's covenant : the style of your last, and of several 
of your former letters, seem to intimate this to be year 
desire. God is by Christ reconciling the world to htm** 
self. By the constitution of that covenant, transneted 
in heaven and executed in our world, the purchtoe price 
is paid, a finished salvation provided, and ready to be 
bestowed, upon no harder terms than the sinner's ec* 
ceptance — its blessings are free. This is the record, 
that God giveth to us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son. God so loved a lost world, < that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.' * Ho t every one 
that thirsteth,' &c. Now, my brother^ if God has in- 
clined your heart to seek an interest in that salvation 
which he himself has provided for sinners, yon hare 
received in part ; for the subduing of the heart is. God^s 
work. God has appointed means^ by which we we 
espied to be engaged ; but the success of these depends 
on his blessing. That we can do nothing of ourselves is 
fcio discouragement, while he has not only pronnsed, but 
commanded and promised. ** Ask that ye may receive 
— seek that ye may find, and knock that it may be opened 
unto you ; for every one that asketh received," &c.4d& 
This salvation is all of God's jn'oviding^the subjects of 
it are ruined, lost, rebellious, ungodly sinners, under the 
sentence of condemnation. The substance of it is a 
perfect complete surety-righteousness wrought out in the 
person of Christ, and transferred to, imputed to, made 
over to the sinner as his own, as fully, as completely, as if 
he had wrought it out in his own person. When the Hin^ 
ner accepts of this as the gift of God to Inm — Vf»tot )m 
soul upon God's premise that he shall have carnal lUe, 
he becomes, according to the order of God's covenaiH) 
an adopted son. It is no presumption to caU God hisi re- 
conciled Father, and to lay claim to all the promises in 
the Old and in the New Testament^ as his own^. It is his 
datj to cultivate couMetiCG Vn Qi«>^^ Vi c^l him his 
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FaHier, his own reconeUtd Father in Christ Jeras ; who 
is, according to his own appointment, mediator, peace* 
Biaker, Redeemer : and the Holy Ghost, by the seme qK 
pointment and order«-the Lord, the Sanctiher. When- 
ever the sinner considers himself as reconciled, by 
dwelling upon his happy deliverance, his escape, his 
blessed situation, and prospects ; by viewing the graoe 
by which he is delivered,, and his obligations to hia de- 
liverer, he becomes grateful : accorchng to the order 
-of tills same weU-ordered covenant, he receives favour 
^0 become the child of God. John, 1st chapter. ' To 
as many as received hini) gave he power to become 
the sons of Qod; even to them who believe on his 
naoie.* It is the finished r^hteousness of our bless- 
ed Sorety that redeems us n*om hell and death, and 
gives us a title to eternal life ; but our comfortable 
views of this, our steadfast hopes, our higher or lower at- 
tainments in the divine life, our God has made, in some 
meaSttre, condition^. If we make a bold, fuH profession 
— y we are diligelit in the use of means— if we cultivate 
com0Hinionl¥ithGod, by reading, meditation, and prayer, 
"we are likely to become rich in faith, and holy in heart, 
life,* and conversation* But if we, throu^ shame, and 
the fear of coatempt, conform too much to the world*-^ 
be timid sneaking Christians, ashamed of God's method 
of salvaltien, and covering our Christian motives under 
•the cloak of philosophy, benevolence, &c. &c. we need 
not be surprised if the Lord deny us the testimony of hia 
Spiri[t, witnessing with our own heart that we are bom 
of God ; or if, through indolence, love cithe world, and 
unnecessary enlargements and weights, we neglect 
prayer, reading, raeditaition, the means of conversing with 
God, we need not be surprised if we are cold and lan- 
guid, afrud of death, afraid of a thousand evils, which 
the Lord may permit to haunt us ; have Uttle enjoyment 
in religion, and htde happiness: added to this, much 
-chastisement and s^Siction. Some Christians are saved, 
soasbyfire vB<'ii>^ reach the haventhrou^ mists, storms, 
tempests, without the cheerful «un, and sorrive safe, 
throng the merife of that Redeemer, who never failed 
one that hung upon him ; but theylarri ve Uke a poor sh^ 
tered limrk, 4ka,t km hardly esca^^ ^^^^c^.Ok.x «^«V!H 



go tiiroagh this world, doing the will of God, and suffer* 
iogthe w^ of God — fighting against cormi^on within^ 
mA temptation without, in Idth and full confidence that 
they have grace to help in every time of need. Thej 
ask, and they receive ; they &11 often when unwatchfid, 
but they rise again, and renew the fight, having an advo* 
cate with the Father, and a merciful High-Priest, who is 
touched with the feeling of their in&rmities. They 
confess, ask forgiveness, believe that they are forgiven, 
still hold fast their confidence ; the Lord, whose prero«> 
gative it is to bring good out of evil, making their very 
&ilures the means of more steadfast walking, by making 
them more humble, more dependant, more watchful, 
more prayerful. At length they overcome, and have 
an abundant entrance into the kingdom of their Lord and 
Saviour. Like a stately ship in full sail, with wind and 
tide, they enter the haven of eternal rest. 

Oh ! my brother, be not a Christian by halves-«-beiieve' 
confidently, join the Lord's people fully and openly— « 
watch, pray, fight against corruption within, and tempta^ 
tion without; ask, and believe, and you shall receive 
needful grace; — go up through the wilderness, leaning on 
your beloved ; casting all your care on him, who hath 
promised to care for you, and to make all things work to- 
gether for your good. He has said, ' Leave your father- 
less children ; I will preserve them alive, and let your 
widows trust in me.' He is the Father of the fatherless, 
the Husband of the widow, the stranger's shield, and the 
orphan's stay ; take hold of this promise, ensure it by 
trusting in it : for wherever there is a promise held up 
to our faith, according to our faith shall it be. I think i 
mentioned in a former letter that it had pleased the Lord 
to take to himself dear little Isabella Smith, one of the 
loveliest, sweetest babes I ever beheld. The stroke was 
severely feh, but resignation was given. She is not lost, 
but gone before, with many others dear to us. It will be 
but a little while, my brother, till we shall all have done 
with every thing here. Oh ! let us dwell upon the pur- 
chased inneritance, and get above this vain, empty, en- 
snariDg world. Let us try to lay aside every weight, 
and as every one has some besetting sin, and that often 
Ae least known to himscU, Ulx» ^^%tc\v\\.^NiX^m^^TOY 
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that it may he realized, that we may put a mark upon 
oQr besetting sin, and a double watch, that we may be 
able to lay it aside, and to * ran with patience the race 
that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, who for the joy 
set before him, endured the cross, despised the shame 
and is now set down at the right hand of God j' where he 
rules over all, for the good of his people, who shall soon 
follow him, and be made partakers of his blessedness. 

Give my love to my dear sister and Agnes, and all the 
young ones. 

Farewell ! I am eyer your affectionate sister, 

I. GRAHAM. 



To Mrs. MARSHALL. 

Mount Harmony f May 21, 1802* 

Ur DEAR SISTER, 

I HAVE just received my brother's letter and yours. 
Sorry, sorry am I to find my dear brother in such a bro- 
ken state of health. I say I am sorry — ^flesh and blood 
is so : for no afSiction for the present is joyous, but griev- 
ous ; and I love my dear brother with a very tender affec- 
tion. But there is a better principle, which says, * the 
will of the Lord be done — Good is the will of the Lord^ 
The Lord hath said, « I Will bring you into the wilder- 
ness, and there will I plead with you — 1 will bring you 
' within the bond of my covenant, and ye shall be mine, 
saith the Lord.' O how good ! I desire to bless God 
' for all my mercies ; but in my present view, (next to the 
gift of his Son, and eternal lire,) my afflictions nave prov- 
ed the greatest. So it may prove with my dear brother. 
You have seen a good deal of affliction in your family : 
but a little time will show you that you could not have 
been well without it. I have had my share appointed 
me by my own Father. I felt it at the time bitter ; yet 
even then not altogether so, for my mourning days have 
been my best days through life : even they are most com- 
fortable proofs of our Father's love ; *< Of all my bless- 
ings, stands this the highest, that my heart has bled." I 
bless God that my dear children are all in his Covenant ; 
that all comes to them from a Father's hand, through the 
channel of the Covenant I ex^ etveiac^ >Xi^ ^%aift.>KCB^ 
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of €z«vci8e mth regard to your faiiuly ; yoa are both 
of the seed of the righteous— the children of many 
<prayerB« Rest in the Lord, my dear sister and brother 
receire M as comiog directly from him. 

Lore to your dear cliildren. May the Lord himself 
educate them for bis own kingdom. 

Yours, ever, 

I. GRAHAM. 

•^ Letter from Viscountess Ghnorchy to Mrs 
Grcdiamj aUuded to in her Ldfe^ page 24. 

Ba^mton^ December 27, 1781. 

DEAR MADAM, 

I RECEirED your letter last week, and also one some 
time ago from Mrs. Walker, in which she desired me to 
send you my sentiments upon the alteration you had 
made, and s^l thought (^making, upon your plan. 

I have since endeavoured to consider, with all the at- 
tention of which I am a^ present capable, the arguments 
that may be brought on both sides of the question ; and 
with regard to the first point, viz : the practisings, I will 
frankly own» that, could yon Fiend your young ladies to 
one where girls only are admitted, 1 should more readily 
yield my opinion of the matter, to those Christians who 
have advised you to it. 6ut» as I learn that it is a pr^ 
miscuouB dance of boys and girls, I must in conscience 
say, that I look upon such a meeting, as equally pemi 
cious in its effects upon the nands of young people, as 
balla and public assemblies on persons of riper years. 
When you mentioned the subject to me first, I thought 
it had been a practising of girls only^ else I should then 
have given you my sentiments fully upon that head. 

As to the reading ci plays, or any part of them, to your 
young people, I must own, it does not appear to me to 
be expedient : it may be productive of bad consequen* 
ces, and the good arising from it, is, (at most,) uncertain. 
It is, no doubt, very desirable to enlarge young people's 
minds, and improve their taste, as well as their persons : 
but such is the state of things in this world, that to attain 
this to the degree wished for by every person of refined 
^mte^ aome ^ng^ must be a^t&&^^ ^^ tsiMch ^eater 



yalae— 'for example, a girl cannot acquire the smart, .po« 
Ushed air of a person of fashion, without imbibing top. 
much of the spirit of the world. Faaity and emvittioa, 
must be awakened and cultivated in the heart, before 
shefwill apply herself -with diligence to outward accom- 
plishments ; neither can her mind and taste be much im- 
prored in polite literature, without losing its relish for 
simple truth. I grant you, there are a few Christians 
in the world who have acquired the outward accomplish- 
ments of it ; and have, by Grace, been enabled to turn 
these to good account ; who, like the Israelites, havlBg 
spoiled the Egyptians, have made use of their jewels in 
adorning the tabernacle : but this can never serve as an 
argument on your side of the question. If the Lord sees 
fit to manifest his power and Grace by plucking a brand 
from the burning ; this is no reason why children should 
be initiated into the ways of sin and folly, in hopes that, 
some time or other. He will bring them out. We are 
never to do evil that good may come : and this brings the 
question to a short issue. 

Do you think it lawful for Christians to attend public 
places, or to spend their time in rending plays ? Do you 
think these things tend, either immediately or remotely, 
to promote the glory of God ? If you do not, I cannot see 
how you» as a Christitm, can have any hand in introduc- 
ing young ladies to the one, or in giving them a taste for 
the other. 

This, dear madam, is my view of the matter : but I do 
not wish you to walk by my light. I believe all the chil- 
dren of God are taught by him, and ought to follow the 
dictates of their own consciences : I therefore pretend 
not to advise you, but shall endeavour to pray that the 
great unerring Counsellor may give you divine wisdom 
to be your teacher, to lead you into all truth, and to keep 
you from every thing inconsi^ent with his holy will. 

I have met with so many interruptions since I began 
this letter, that I fear it is hardly intelhgible. 1 shall 
be sorry if I have said any thing that gives you uneasi 
ness ; your spirits seem low, and your business not going 
so well as could be wished : perhaps, I ought rather to 
have employed my pen in the way of consolation and en-* 
couragement^ than by throwing in ttfe^Vi \ioN.\Kt ^S. :^^'^- 
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plenty. Sare I am, I do not mean to add affliction to the 
afflicted ; but, rather have been impelled, from a regard 
to truth, to write my real sentiments, as you desired. 
Your friend and humble servant, 

W. GLENORCHY. 
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To the Society for the relief of poor widows with small 

children^ in April, 1800. 

LADIES, 

It is with pleasure we, your board, again meet this 
benevolent society. With pleasure we announce the 
success of the Institution — ^its funds, Tts usefulness, and 
its respectability increase. We have on the books two 
hundred add seventy ^our annual subscribers, thirty-nine 
more than at last meeting. 

The Treasurer has received three hundred and thir- 
ty dollars from ladies, in donations ; and from gentlemen, 
six hundred and seventeen dollars, nearly double what 
they gave us last year. Your managers have expended 
eight hundred and twenty dollars since last meeting, 
not quite five months. Perhaps this may surprise 
you, but there was no avoiding it. Though the winter 
has been mild, and the price of wood moderate, the 
wants of the poor have been more pressing than in for- 
mer years. We have on our books one hundred and 
forty-two widows, with four hundred and six children 
below twelve years of age, by far the greater part be- 
low six ; besides many bays bound apprentices, fi)r 
whom their mothers must wash, mend, and provide part 
clothing. Though the sum expended appears great, 
you will find, on calculation, that it is not quite six dol- 
lars to each family. Yet, by prudent management, 
giving it to them by little and little, and in necessaries, 
nourishing, yet cheap, it went, further than twice the 
sum given in money, and at once. Besides, in cordials 
for the sick, and exigencies of different kinds, your 
joaoai^ers have begged, and taken from their own pock* 
etB and pantries, (I speak m\\aii \>o>itud& when I say) to 
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tke amount of two hundred dollars more. Most of our 
widows have to learn economy £rom necessity : in the 
days of their husbands they lived not only plentifully^ 
but luxuriously. Every class of mechanics in New- 
Tork could life well and lay up for their &mihes, were 
they frugal ; but the reverse of this is the case — ^the 
evil is general, and, I fear, hot to be cured. The change 
to their widows greatly aggravates their misery — ^well 
may they read their sin in their punishment, when mea- 
gre want overtakes them. But God forgives, and so 
ought we : FFe, who have so much to be forgiven, yet 
have our necessaries, our comforts, and even our luxu- 
ries spared. To us, our comfortable dwellings, cheerful 
fires, and convivial parties, givQ to winter its charms. 
Alas, for her ! the new-made widpw ! to whom all these 
are lost for ever — ^to her, the ajiproach of winter is as 
the approach of death. Accustomed to spread the board 
by a cheerful fire-side, to welcome the companion of her 
heart from the labours of the day ; to bless and share 
the social meal, provided by his industry, drest with 
neatness and ingenuity, rendered savoury by health and 
appetite, and heightened in its relish by mutual love ! 
The witiy sayings p£ the prattlers are repeated, and the 
news of the household exchanged for the news of the 
city. The Uttle ones too have their share ; they tell 
the father the exploits of the day, who forgets his fa- 
tigue, and dandles them by turns on his knee, while the 
mother's moistened eyes glisten with pleasure. Alas I 
the change ! — ^Husband, father, support, provider, gone 
for ever ! The setting sun, the succeeding twilight, the 
rattling cars, the train of labourers,, announce the ap« 
proach of evening, when many boards are spread, many 
husbands retam to bless their families ; scarce can she 
believe that he is not in the crowd — ^fain would she per- 
suade herself that she has been in a dream — ^fain would 
she fancy that yonder is he. Darkness pervades the 
earth ; tiie neighbouring doors shut in the happy fami- 
lies ; the beaming fires illumine the windows. Back 
she staggers to her dreary dwelling, and wakes to all the 
realities of her widowed state. The once cheerful chim- 
ney scarcely emits a taper blaze. Her children cry for 



Vready btit her enqrfy pantry 4diford8 it not Tired na- 
iare sooo' briap Am Tto]ke£^^^ihey sleep— ^they foifet. 
VfJt my ibe widowed heart ;' bmy, crael meihoiy <^l8 
badcand doaMes her departed joys ; comparisoQ^ dou- 
bles also her present miseiy— e^ery arenae to hope is 
ahtit. Her big swollen heart would burst its narrow 
boaUds, but for a* gush of tears^ ki'mercy sent to ^ve it 
▼ent. ;The deep^fetehed sobs ipring out the big roufid 
drcqiS'itt blest profosioB, (who ean say the laxury,). tiU 
glutted witbr grief, she sinks among her babes. -Time, 
that smrraw^faeeling bahn, softens at length the pui^n- 
cy of wo. The sympatiiiiiiDjg ne^hbours, the unre* 
Strained complaint and tears, render her situation^ 
■lUiar ; ihe wants of her children urge her to exertion 
Ibr their support. - Some *sistar>widow, pensioner on 
your bounty, eon^les^er-with the news, that many be- 
nevolent hearts'haTevmited their efforts to relieve 
wanis Mke hers. Hopls steals in-^-she listens-^^is com- 
ibrted^ plans tfehemes of industry, and exerts herself to 
become fitthar and mother to her orphans. 

'Many such,' dear Ladies, have eaten of your bread, 
been warmed from your wood-yard, clothed from your 
web— 4n sickness revived by your cordials, consoled and 
soothed by your Managers. Bles'-'^.d office f— they are 
your agents. Ladies : &ey are also the agents of your 
God, by whose ministration he is the Father of the faUier- 
less^ the Husband of the widow, the strainer's slneld 
and orphaB's stay. Blessed indeed is he who connder- 
ethrthe poor~-the Lord will deliver him in tune of 
irouble*^the Lord wiU preserve and keep him alive ; he 
shall be Messed upon the earth ; the Lord will strength* 
en him in the bed of languishing, and make all his bed in 
aictoess. Yes, blessed they who consider the poor, 
who devise liberal things! But more blessed still, ye, 
^rho^Iike the good Samaritan, bind up their wounds, 
potir the oil and wine of consolation into their bursting 
hearts, bring them to your homes, and share their griefi 
with them — ^who are eyes to the blind, feet to the kme, 
und m(d(e Ihe mdow's heart to sing for joy! May the 
blesdng of them who are ready to perish come upon 
J^^^O^HDoay your persons' be accepted in^ Christ ;' then 
Mhatt a rewaid of g;race aocorn^^^ ^ ^s^d follow your la- 
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boun of lojj^ May you be blessed in your basket, and 
blessed iH your store — blessed in your going out and 
blessed in your coming in — ^blessed in life — 'blessed in 
deatb ; and, through Christ the purchaser, bledsed with 
the inheritsmce of his Saints, through eternity. 

TO THE SAME. 

April, 1806. ' 

It is with increasing pleasure, ladies, that we ccme 
forward, year aller year, and report that the Society 
prospers. In funds, in respectability, and most of all, in 
usefulness, it continues to advance, spreading wider and 
wider its salutary influence. Could yre only repeat this 
year, as formerly, , that the hungry are fed, the naked 
clothed) the sick nursed, provided with medicine and 
cordials, it were great, considering that the late epidemic 
has nearly doubled the objects of the. Society's bounty ; 
greatly embarrassed their circumstances, and left many 
of them in a debilitated state, little able for labour. 
Thete are now on the Society's books two hundred and 
one widows, with numerous families. 

The managers have expended in meal, wood, flannel, 
shoes, &c. giving nothing to the well, but necessaries ; 
for the sick and sickly, meat, fuel, tea, sugar, chocolate, 
ice. ; Tsnne and porter by order of the attending physi- 
cian, two thousand four hundred and fifty-eight dollars 
thirty cents ; besides very much for the sick from their 
own pantries, having it cooked in their own kitchens, 
and in many instances, giving daily personal attendance 

In the months of January and February, employment 
entirely failed them ; many came forward at that time, 
who had not ask^d that in charity, which labour could 
procure. 

The Secretary has informed you what was then done 
for their relief. Quantities of flax were given out at the 
same time that the ladies exerted themselves to procure 
work ; yet, in little ^lore than a month, all was cut and 
made up : the committee ws# obliged to extend the sum 
censiderablyf ^ 

The winter is now past; their humble dwelling8» 
though long threatened, are not dismantled ; their few 
necessaries, and some remnants of ha^^i^t ^%>Vs^v(^ 
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and clean, are still in their posset^eion ; cnj|k!^X spring 
opens upon them ; trade begins to stir ; and a gleam of 
hope breaks throagh the gloom, that they and their in- 
fants may yet eat their morsel at their own fire-sides. 
Home ! — ^who can tell the full import of that word, home ? 
will not the recollection, that you have been instrument- 
al in preserving a home to these, sweeten your every 
comfort, and sooth your heavy hours ? 

Besides the general and particular good, done in the 
dispensation of the Society's bounty, much misery has 
been meliorated through the medium of its members, 
where, by its constitution, there could be no claim on its 
funds : a few facts WiXl prove my assertion. An unfortu- 
nate French lady, who, with one infant, had escaped the 
last massacre at St. Domingo, was brought to l^ew- York, 
and placed, by the capt^n of the vessel, in a low board- 
ing house. She had been nine weeks in this city, un- 
known and unknowing ; had sold some valuable trinkets, 
and pawned her watch to pay her board ; when she was 
found by one of the managers of this Society. Mrs. 
Hofifman visited her, and by means of her numerous ac- 
quaintance, sought out her countrymen, got her history, 
diaracter and circumstances ascertained, and raised by 
subscription two hundred dollars ; furnished her with 
decent clothing suitable to the climate, and she is now 
in a comfortable situation. 

On every bkand, and all around, groans human misery i 
and Hope, the last to desert the wretched, points from 
every quarter her votaries to this Society. 

Mrs. C — , a most interesting character, and of supe- 
rior mind, not only an unfortunate, but an injured, per- 
son, without hope of redress, broken in spirits, aod bro- 
ken in health — was reduced, with her only child, to seek 
an asylum in the Aims-House ; her story was related in 
the board of this Society. Mrs. Hammond, one of the 
managers, took her into her own &mily, and nursed her 
with Sie greatest tenderness for many weeks ; but health 
did not return. Her only chance for life, was her native 
air, (Ireland,) and she had there relations capable of 
supporting her. Mrs. R — , another of the Society's 
managers, set her face to the arduous task of raising a 
^(fjiiscription to defray Yiet ex^^^tsi Vh^tqa* She sue- 
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c«eded not only to procure a pass^e for her and her 
child, hut in the cabin^ furnished with every necessaryt 
and even with delicacies. 

Mrs. R — , one of the Society's widows and her daugh- 
ter, were iU of the yellow fever at the same time, in the 
same room, and in tne same hed ; the girl died, and, by 
the rude hands of the herse driver, was put in a comft 
before the mother's eyes, and carried out. The mother 
became distracted to that degree, that she was obliged 
to be carried to the hospital, and confined in one of the 
cells. While in her own house, every effort had been 
made to alleviate her distress, and restore her. She was 
now given up to another Benevolent Society, where, to 
intrude might be deemed improper. Was she then de- 
serted ? did no friendly voice ssdute her ear u\ her soli- 
tary cell ? was no attempt made to turn her visionary 
flights of despair into the soothing channel of hope ? Tes, 
ladies, yes ; Mrs. S — , her neighbour, acted in concert 
with Mrsw Mills, her manager, and visited her often ; 
both exerted their utmost ingenuity to prepare for her 
clothing of such a texture and make, as should elude her 
attempts to tear. The last time I saw her was in the 
month of December ; the ground was covered with snow, 
and the air piercing cold. When the keeper opened the 
door of her cell, I held out my hand — but such a hand 
grasped mine — ^that clay will not be colder, when laid 
in ib last bed. She flew past me to the fire, urged by 
instinct, though deserted by reason. She asked Mrs. 
S— for her dead child, and begged she would take her 
home to live in her yard. But it is not necessary thus 
to harrow up your feeUi^. I left her, convinced she 
could never recover there, and without a hope of bet- 
tering her situation. Not so, the dear ladies I have 
named ; they rested not until they had provided a place^ 
a nurse to attend her, and every comfort her situation 
could admit of. She had been five weeks in the Hospi- 
tal, when she was removed ; fifteen weeks she was at 
private board ; during> which time she recovered daily. 
She is now at her own home, in the bosom of her fami- 
ly* perfectly restored to reason, and recovering bealtb 
daily. 

Bba ^ 
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Letus ikow tarn to a brighter scene, for the God of 

troYidence has hot withheld from us our pkasfflit things* 
Irery year he opens some new ehannel of usefulness, 
and hearts expand to embrace the opportunity. The 
Society has always been industrious in filhng up every 
Tacancy in the different Charily Schools, and have got a 
great number provided among uem, whose parents were 
members of no Church ; still a very great number remain- 
ed without the means of education. Idleness is the mo- 
ther of vice, and the Society had reason to apprehend, 
and indeed to observe, that many were already initiated^ 
and to fear that many more would, before its rands were 
in a situation to prevent it. But our gracious God, who 
has well verified his promise, * ask, and ye shall receive,* 
appeared id this also ; and our dear Mrs. Hoffman, whose 
labours this winter have been indefatigable, was made 
the honoured instrument She collected seventy dollars 
for the express purpose of supporting a school ; and em- 
boldened by this unremitting success, and presuikdng on 
flie- colitinued bene&ction of the public, the Society 
placed twetity*two children at school, fourteen with Mrs 
L — , and eight with MH. C — , They are both the So- 
ciety's ividows, 80 that a double end is gained. 

Sdme members of the Society conversing on the sub • 
ject, were expressing their thankfulness for this provi 
sion, indulging their hopes, and sometimes their fears, 
rekpecimg those still unprovided for, when liybung Lady 
m-tiie'coinpany made the following proposal. That tor- 
self, and is many more as should fiiid thbir hearts tk) dis - 
posed, should associate for the purpose of teaching a 
seledt' number of 'little girls, a cert^n number^of hours 
every forenbon. The patroness of the school -was 'fired 
with s^eal, -aiid ' remitted not her exertions till she -had 
obhdnediiie end. On Batiirday, the nth of February^ 
thirty youn^ Ladies had ^given in their names, and: met 
Mrs. Hoffinan and' myself at Mr. Ogden Hofiiolaa's^ Wall* 
Street, for the^fNirpose of being organized. 

Whdta'sight! From families, in rank the firstin <h$ 

ei^,' in* the very bloook of life, and fiiU of itsvprospeds, 

tk^aged in those antesements winch fascmate latnd engross 

Hie mia^f tending in eeueiai to shut out every idea im- 

eomiected with self! \ a^ietj oi ^wi\i%\j5^^'^V5i\Sa«a^ 
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circumstances, comibg forward, and otf^riog tkeir o#ti 
personal services, to snatch these little inaoeeats from 
idleness, ignorance, and vice — ^o teach ihem to know 
their Father, God ; to tell then^ of a Saviour's lore ; to 
point out the example he set, ilhe precepts he recolrded 
for their ohservance, and his promises for their comfort, 
by teaching them to read, enable them to retraceall their 
Instructions, when their ejes should see them no mdre. 

This indeed is a Labour of Love , 9a superior to the 
institution which gave it birth, as the interest of the 
soul is to that of the body. 

Let us, Ladies, yield the palm of excellence; and give 
them the praise. ' Many daughters hart dotie yirtuous- 
ly, but these haye excelled them all. Farour is deceit- 
mt, and beauty is vain, but a womsm that feareth the 
Lord, she shall be praised.' 

Mrs. Hoffman and myself have visited the school 
erery Saturday, with the two who finish their' week's at- 
tendance,, and Uie two to commence the week following. 
It is with delight we can assure you the children make 
rapid improyement. We also visit the other schdolsi anid 
can report that they also ^ve us satisfaction. 

Years and seasons roll on*-^the wheel of I^rbvidence 
keeps turning, bringing round great revolutions in the 
world, smaller j in narrower societies, and changes in the 
lot of individuids, all equally under we direction of the 
great Maker and Governor of the universe^. * who rules 
in the armies of Heayen, and among the inhabitants of 
this world.' 



0^ opening a School for poor children ; addressed to the 
Teachers ts^o volunteered their services, 

HY DEAR TOUNO fiADIES, 

ErERY thing new becomes matter of speculation^ 
and variety of opinion. 

An association of ladies ' for tiie re^f of destitute 
widows and orphans, was a new thing in this country 
It itas feeble in its origin ; the jest of most, the ridicule 
of many, and it met the opposition of not a few. The 
men could not allow our sex the steadiness and^i&v^e- 
rnmce necessary to ^eaikWAi voycXi 'nxv -vsBkdkR:t>9dBa%. 
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But God pot hii seal upon it ; and under his fostering 
care, it has prospered beyond the most sanguine expecta- 
tions of its propagators^ Its fame is spread oyer the 
United States, and celebrated in foreign countries. It 
has been a precedent to many cities, who haye followed 
the laudable example. This &me is not more brilliant 
than just. The hungry are fed, the naked are clothed, 
and shelter is provided for the outcasts ; medicine and 
cordials for the sick, and the soothing voice of sympathy 
cheers the disconsolate. Who are the authors of sdl 
these blessings ? Your mothers, ladies, the benevolent 
members of this, so justly iamed Society. But, who are 
these children, that idly ramble through the streets, a 
prey to growing depravity and vicious example ? hark ! 
they quarrel f they swear ^ and such, no doubt, will lie 
and steal. And that group of dear litde creatures, run* 
ning about in the most imminent danger, apparently 
wi^out protection : are they under the care of this, so 
justly famed Society ? They are ? — They are fed, they 

' are clothed, their mother's fire-side is made warm for 
them; but no culture is provided for their minds, nor 
protection from baneful example. These will in time 
follow that of the older ones, and grow up the slaves of 
idleness, and vice, the certain road to ruin. 

Alas! alas! and is there no help? no preventive? 
Yes there is! Behold the angelic band ! hail, ye virtuous 
daughter ! worthy of your virtuous mothers ! come for- 
ward and tread in their steps ! Snatch these little inno- 
cents from the whirling vortex ; bring them to a place of 
safety; teach them to know their Father, God: tell 
them of their Saviour's love ; lead them through the 
history of his life ; mark to them the example he set, 
the precepts he recorded for their observance, and the 
promises for their comfort. And by teaching them to 
read, enable them to retrace all your instructions, when 
their eyes see you no more. 

My dear young ladies, the sacrifice you. have made to 
virtue, shall most assuredly meet its reward : but, like 
your mothers, you will experience much painful banter, 
jron will be styled school-madams. Let it pass — suffer 

i/ quietly ; when your scheme begins to ripen, and the 
iraite appear^ who sh^Ube abUlom\)&&tf^^^^vt Y^^^ 
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Only be stead&st, draw not back, and justify the prophe- 
cies of many. 

A great general, in ancient times, in search of glory, 
landed his troops on the hostile coast, and then burnt all 
his ships : it behooved them to conquer or die. You 
have, ladles, already embarked in this design ; there is 
no remaining neuter now ; your name and undertaking 
are in every mouth ; you must press forward and justify 
your cause ; and justified it shall be, if you persevere : 
it cannot be otherwise. The benevolence you contem- 
plate, is as superior to that already in circulation, as the 
interest of the soul is to that of the body ; and it is your 
own ; the very scheme originated in a young mind in this 
company. The Society were contemplating mercenary 
agents ; schools for pay, and one is already established. 

But this labour of love ! who could have hoped for 
it ? A Society of young ladies^ in rank, the first in the 
city, in the very bloom of life, and full of its prospects^ 
engaged in those pleasures and amusements, which ge- 
nerally engross the mind, and shut out every idea un- 
connected with self, coming forward and offering — ^what? 
not their purses, that were traah : but, their own per- 
sonal services to instruct the ignorant, and become the 
saviours of many of their sex. It is indeed a new 
thing, and more strange in this age of dissipation, than 
that institution from which it sprung. O may this too 
become the darling of Providence ! may God put his 
seal upon this also ! may he bless and prosper you in this 
undertaking I bless you, and make you a blessing I 



Extract Jrom Mrs. Graham* s last WQl and Testamsnt 

" Mr children and my grand-children I leave to my covenant God : die 
God who hath fed me ai] my life, with the bread that perisheth, and the 
bread that never periahetii ; who has been a Father to my fatherless chil- 
dren, and a Hasband to their widowed mother thus iar. And now, re- 
ceiving my Re^emer's testimony, John in. I set to mv seal that God is 
tme ; and believine the record in John's Epistle, that God hath jriven to me 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son, who through the eternal Spirit, offisr- 
ed himself widiout spot onto God, and being ccMisecrated a priest for ever, 
hath, witi^ his own olood, entered into the holy place, having obtained 
eternal redemption for me ! I also believe that he will perfect what concerns 
me, support, and carry me safely through death, and present me to his 
Father, complete in his own righteousness, without spot or wrinkle. Into 
the hands of this redeeming God— Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, I com- 
foil my redeemed spidti'* 



LINES 

ON THE DECEASE OF MRS. GRAHAM. 



HARK! didlhearfhAtoOii^bell 

Emit a touod of wo ? 
h weIm aloog* dw wind (9 tdl 

That Oeam has strack a blow t 

"And coald it aocmd the yaloed naiM 

Of heri who low is^d ; 
And aaj, *tU Isabella Qraham, 

The poor would feel dismajT'd. 

Her lore was ardent to her God, 
Hif precepts touch'd her heart* 

And tbenOfr ^ stream of mercj flofr*d^ 
Rich blessings to impart 

Strack with the graoe that Jesus showed, 

For guiltjr man to die; 
She felt the weight of debt she owed, 

His nande to glorify. 

Her ardent step was wont to seek 

Aflliction*8 narrow door ; 
And entering there, she lo?'d to speak 

In mercy to the poor } 

With sympathy she heard their tale, 
And brought her comforts nu4i ; 

■ilttt most of all would never fail 
To lead Iheir thocqifats on high. 

The orphaci*s imiocenee would melt 

Her feeling heart to tears ; 
And even those defilM with guilt, 

Had interest in her prayers. 

Her active mind, with wisdom stor*d. 

Beheld the widow's grief, 
And formed such plans as might afiord 

The destitute relief. 
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The thoughtful habits of her soul 

Had o^er her face prevailed ; 
Her feattties wore ma toft coatrot 

Of charity- conceal'd. 

From early jouth, to^ood old age, 

She livM a life of faith : 
The comforts of the sacred page, ^ 

Upheld her soul in death. 

And is that form to move no more. 

That cloth*d a soul of love ? 
The wings of faith that spirit bora 

To realms of bliss above. 

She*s gone ! who' fillM th' admiring e ja^ 

And gain*d the throbbing heart ; . 
The daughter of philanthropy 

Was summoaM to depart : 

But she has left a light behind 

To gild the waste of wo. 
And lead the efforts of mankind 

New blessings to bestow. 



.*. 



TRIBUTARY VERSES, 

(kearionsd by viewing the PoriraU t^theUUe Mrs, I8ABCI4LA 
OmiBAMy which iipr^ed to her ^e. 



WHILST m tills feded fom I trace, 

The featoret which I lov'd to well, 
Remembnuice brings each mental grace, 

Witiiin its hallowed shrine to dwell. 

For 1 have seen that darkened eye, 

In all the fire of genius roll. 
With eagle-gase explore the sky. 
Or widi a keener glance descry 

The secret worJangs of the sooL 

And I have seen this pallid cheek 

Saffus*d with feeling's richest glow ; 
And virtoe's brightest halo deck 

With sacred cnanns these locks of tnow^ 

And on these lips in silence clos'd. 

With rapt attention oft I hung, 
And heard those woadroos truths disclosM 

Which Sages taught or Seraphs sung. 

And I haire known this withered hand 

Extended wide the poor to bless— 
And this contracted breast ex})aud 

With generous schemes to aid distress. 

And now, though far removM from earth. 

And every scene of mortal pain. 
This dear memorial of her worth, 

Shdl many a drooping neart sustain. 

Still shall it dry the widow's tear*— 

The hapless orphan's want supply, 
Guide to a blest asylum here — 

Andjpdnt to happier realms oa high. 

My Fa(her*i friend !^-TLow poor the praise, 

By his unworthy offspring Eiven, 
Who thus records in humble lays. 

What Angels register'd in heaT'n. 

Fran^fortf KtnJtueky^ Aug, 1816, 

• By the manner in which the funds arising from the sale of the work 
are to be appropriated. 

FINIS. 
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